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Easter Garden: “He has 
been raised! He is not 

here…” 
 

 

Gethsemane: “Watch and pray” 

Golgotha: “Darkness covered the earth” 

 

Jerusalem: “Blessings on 

the One who comes in the 

name of the Lord!” 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C                   
 
Sunday Services: 
10.30    Morning Service  
6.00      Evening service  

• Communion is normally celebrated in one morning service and one 
evening service each month  

• An induction loop and large print hymnbooks are available 

• Creche available on request – please speak to a steward or elder 

 

This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the 
visually impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on 

memory stick for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a 
particular Sunday.   Please contact Les W) for more information. 

If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly 
magazine via email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  

 

MAY MAGAZINE 
NOTE: DURING THE COMING MONTHS, THE MAGAZINE WILL BE 

PUBLISHED AS USUAL. THIS WILL BE AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF OUR 
KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH ONE ANOTHER AND OF BEING REMINDED OF 

GOD’S CALL TO US.   
SO PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND ITEMS TO THE EDITOR.                  

 
 

 All items for inclusion in the May Magazine to be sent to Noel D  
by 19th April 2020 at the latest.      
Issue date: Sunday, 26th April. 

 
 
 

Contacting Us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH         
 

Website: www.unitingchurchSketty.org.uk 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 

Dear Friends 

We live now in the strangest, most unsettling and 
unprecedented of times.  So this magazine, sent to you by 
post, is very different from all magazines that have gone 
before it.  There are no church activities that we can 
advertise or currently look forward to – because all have 
been cancelled due to coronavirus.  So perhaps this magazine is 
even more significant than it ever has been.  Keeping in touch with our 
church family, when we are all ‘social distancing’ or ‘self-isolating’ is going to 
be a life-line for many of us. 

I first wrote my letter for the magazine over a week ago – before we were 
due to go on holiday to Amsterdam.  Alas that didn’t work out for us!  It’s 
where we should have been right now – instead I’m busy trying to ensure 
that as a church we do what we can to keep in touch with each other and 
support each other, as well as offering the help we can to our wider 
community around us 

So my letter this month, instead of focussing on Easter, as it usually would, 
reflects on that which is on all our minds, on all our lips (I pray not literally) 
and in every news article and programme…. coronavirus, or Covid-19 as we 
seem to be calling it now. 

Even as I write this (again), more than 10 days before you will be reading it, 
there is a danger that whatever I say will have been superseded by events.  
But I do want to reflect in some way on this situation (sorry for those of you 
who are fed up of hearing or reading about it).  For it seems to me that, as 
Christians, our faith must pay attention in some way to every situation in 
which we find ourselves, or which the world faces.  We cannot and should 
not keep faith in its own little separate compartment. 

Now I am absolutely sure that many of us will have insights, rooted in our 
faith, about the current situation. Perhaps the magazine would be a good 
arena in which all of us could share our thoughts - and even explore some 
theological reflections!  So here are two reflections that I’d like to share: 
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Firstly, pain is real, suffering is real.  We know that, and yet in our privileged 
lifestyles, it’s something we all too often gloss over.  The West is panicking 
now, because unlike poverty and starvation, coronavirus is no respecter of 
wealth or privilege.  At the heart of our faith, is a suffering Jesus, dying a 
pain-filled, agonising death on the cross.  The question ‘why does God allow 
bad things to happen’ is of course an ancient one (read Job for example!) – 
and we must always take care not to offer religious platitudes that help no 
one.  But as Christians, I believe we do have a God who enters into suffering 
with us – not remotely distanced, but with us, crying, weeping, comforting.  
Or as it says in John 1.14 in The Message: The Word became flesh and blood, 
and moved into the neighbourhood. 

Secondly, each week in church we say the words to the Lord’s Prayer ‘Our 
Father’… the ‘our’ being extremely important.  The ‘our’ reminds us that God 
is God of all people, and yet these days our world is concentrating on building 
walls and fences, closing borders because of fear of ‘the other’.  When we do 
this, we lose something I believe of our God-given humanity; we ‘barter our 
souls, trading the truth for the power to control’ (see the Lent hymn 240, 
which we have just studied in Faith and Fellowship).  Coronavirus reminds us 
of our common humanity – we are all interconnected and interrelated (even 
as we begin to self-isolate). 

None of us knows what lies before us – the coronavirus is a reminder of our 
mortality.  But my prayer is, that whatever happens, however we are 
affected, we will be able to know the God-who-walks-with-us, the God who 
has moved into our neighbourhood.  In these testing times, may YOU know 
him near. With love                                                                                                        

Leslie 

 
 

CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) 

Most of us have already been contacted through e-mail and/or by our pastoral 
visitor or elder. In this uncertain period, being in touch with one another and 
offering support and prayer will be important. These e-mails will be sent on a 
regular basis during the coming weeks. We realize that not everyone can 
receive e-mails (which is why other ways of communicating will remain 
important). Three points in Leslie’s e-mail are worth repeating here: 
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1. If you know of people in our church family who aren't on email - then give 
them a ring and read (Leslie’s letter) to them! 

2. If you need any help at any time (shopping or whatever) please let your 
pastoral leader (or me) know, so we can see how we can help you. 

3. If you are able to offer any support or help to others (within our church 
family AND in our community), please also let me know so I can collate a 
list and we can go from there. 

One of the key messages at the moment is this: “that it is with sadness that ALL 

church services and activities are closed for the time being.  Face to face 

pastoral visiting is also, sadly suspended. I know that this will be a hugely 

difficult time for all of us.  To not be able to worship God together or enjoy one 

of our church groups is distressing.  Over the coming days however we will be 

exploring a variety of other ways in which we can keep in touch.  We already 

have ideas! 

  

Final instruction:  Do not fear.  This is an anxious time for us all, but especially 

for those who may be at increased risk.  “Do not fear” is the most oft repeated 

instruction in the Bible.  Whilst taking all necessary precautions, let us continue 

to be a people of hope and good news (Leslie) 

 
HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SERVICES 

During Holy Week, the week between Palm 
Sunday and Easter Sunday, we go on a journey.  
On the way we recall the journey that Jesus 
made to the cross.  It is a journey of highs and 
lows, of pain and sorrow, of waiting and failing.  
If we arrive at Easter Sunday without having 
travelled the way, then, somehow, we fail to 
experience the fullness of the event that changes us.  So you are all invited to 
join with us during Holy Week even though we will not be holding any services 
in church this year.  It can still be a time that’s reflective, creative and offers 
meaning – not just to the crucifixion but to our lives as well.  And then, by the 
time we reach Resurrection Sunday, we can say with hearts full of joy, 
“Alleluia!  He is risen!”. The following prayer and reflection will help us at this 
time.                                           Leslie 
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A coronavirus prayer 
When this is over, 
may we never again take for 
granted: 
a handshake with a stranger, 
full shelves at the shops 
conversations with neighbours 
a crowded theatre 
Friday night out 
the taste of communion 
a routine check-up 
the school rush each morning 
coffee with a friend 
each deep breath 
a boring Tuesday 
life itself. 
When this ends, 
may we find 
that we have become 
more like the people 
we wanted to be 
we were called to be 
we hoped to be 
and may we stay 
that way – better 
for each other 
because of the worst 

(Laura Kelly Fanucci) 
 

A coronavirus reflection 
We haven't cancelled worship; 
we've cancelled a religious service 
at a specific time, in a specific place, 
on a specific day, but folks will still 
worship God when they are caring 
for the grandkids and walking their 
dogs; 
worship as they serve beside Jesus 
at foodbanks and picking up 
groceries for a neighbour; 
worship when they share the Spirit's 
peace by singing songs over the 
phone to a parent; 
worship when they work from 
home; 
worship when they endure extra 
shifts 
in nursing homes and group homes; 
worship when they email someone 
far away and wave to a stranger 
across the street; 
worship when they take toilet paper 
to a homeless shelter. 
We haven't cancelled worship, 
just the "official" part that may be 
the smallest part of it all. 

(Thom M Shuman)

WORSHIP RESOURCES DURING CHURCH CLOSURE 

(During the coming months), URC Daily Devotions plan to offer Sunday services 
via the Daily Devotions email list (which Pat and a number of others in UCS 
already subscribe to)  (So) from this Sunday they will send out, at 10am, a 
service in both written and audio format with well known URC people leading 
worship (including Philip Nevard, Ivor and Delyth’s son-in-law).  There will also 
be, from time to time, a chance to share bread and wine together - the first 
such opportunity will be on Easter Sunday. If you’re interested, please be in 
touch via email to dailydevotions@urc.org.uk.  

mailto:dailydevotions@urc.org.uk
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THIS POSTER IS NOW OUTSIDE OUR CHURCH 
 

 
 

Please note two things: 
1. The church is closed for all activities. 
2. Foodbanks still need donations. Indeed, they will need them more than 

ever.  
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING (prepared by Janet N) 

WEEK ONE 
We pray for all those living in Heather Crescent, Hazel Court, Laurel Place, 
Maes-Y-Gollen, Furzeland Drive, Bay Tree Avenue and Briar Dene, 
Whitethorn Place and Parkway.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer 
WEEK TWO 
We give thanks for the Lent lunches that took place in churches in the Sketty 
area and pray for growing unity among us. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK THREE 
We pray for all those people, adults and young people, who were granted 
DLA (Disability Living Allowance), but are now going through stressful times 
as they have to re-apply for PIP (Personal Independent Payments).  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK FOUR 
We give thanks for the churches in the Swansea and Gower Circuit who are 
now Eco Congregations – ourselves, Clydach and Pitton, realising that “God in 
His love for us LENT us this planet...”  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
PORTRAYING THE CROSS 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Hand-painted crosses from within the poverty of El Salvador, celebrating the Cross 

of Christ (centre), the importance of community (left) and the martyrdom of 

Archbishop Romero (right), which we heard about in our Commitment for Life 

service on March 15th.   
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APPEAL FOR A NEW STEWARD 

As you know, as a united church we have both Elders (URC) and Stewards 
(Methodist).  Together they form the Leadership Team of the church.  We are 
looking for a new steward who might be willing to join the team.   
The qualities needed are: 

• Be able to work with others. 

• Be able to be a ‘critical friend’ of the church and minister. 

• Be able to be in a Leadership position in the church. 

• Be able to keep confidentiality. 

• Be able to keep an eye open for issues or concerns in the church. 
The criteria are: 

• Must be a Methodist member and attend regularly. 

• Must be able to be on duty on some Sunday mornings and evenings to help 
get the church ready for worship and welcome the preacher, then lock up 
at the end. 

• Must be able to attend Leadership Team meetings about every two 
months. 

• Must be able to attend Church and Trustee meetings. 
If you would like to nominate someone to be a steward (with their permission 
of course!), please speak to me.  The new steward will be elected through a 
vote at the next Church Meeting. 

Leslie 

 
COMMUNION COLLECTIONS FOR APRIL 

Communion collections for April were going to be for the Methodist Fund for 
World Mission Easter Offering. The fund supports mission partners across the 
world and also gives grants to partner churches to support their projects. They 
still need our support so please think of ways in which you can give through 
UCS. 
Examples of recent grants are for motorcycles in rural Pakistan to allow 
ministers to visit distant parishioners (see article on page 14), for the Asia 
Pacific Mission for Migrants which supports domestic workers in Hong Kong 
(who often experience abuse and human rights violations) and for Tabitha 
House in Bolivia which provides a home and skills training for vulnerable 
women. 

Susan G 
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GETTING TO KNOW PEOPLE 

We’ve been running an occasional series in which members and friends of 

UCS are invited to share something of their life and experience. This month 

ALICE R has accepted our invitation. She’s lived a long and fruitful life of 

Christian witness and service and we treasure her friendship and 

involvement in UCS. 

I have now lived in Swansea for 50 years, but, as for 
many elderly people, the early years of life seem 
more interesting and life changing than recent 
times. 
I was born in West Cross and my family were 
members of the Oxford Street chapel which was 
destroyed in the Swansea blitz. It had been a Bible 
Christian chapel built by immigrants from Devon. 
The amalgamation of several denominations 
formed the Methodist Church in 1932 and I can 

remember the excitement of this event.  My young father was one of the 
circuit stewards of the new Swansea and Gower Circuit. I can remember 
‘helping’ my parents hang curtains in the Sketty Manse where Leslie now lives! 
Despite my father’s early death, aged 39, I had the privilege of a university life 
(Alice read Natural Sciences at Cambridge [ed.]) at a time when university 
Methodist Societies had their heyday. There I came to faith. I never wanted to 
teach but there seemed few options for women in those days. The school in 
Exeter where I first taught was a wonderful place; there, with the help of some 
very clever girls, I came to love my profession. 
In Exeter, I became an accredited local preacher and eventually was accepted 
by the Methodist Missionary Society for service overseas. For twelve years my 
post was in Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe. Those 
years provided a huge learning curve for 
everyone – changes in life-styles and 
attitudes. Times were challenging, sometimes 
difficult, sometimes fun, never dull! My first 
outward journey to Rhodesia took nearly 
three weeks, by Union Castle mail boat and 
train; nowadays that journey is just a few 
hours by plane.  I had been given a grant to buy equipment to start science 
education in our new secondary school – the first such mission school in the 
country.  
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After these years, came an emergency 
posting for three years on the other side of 
the world, in Belize, Central America – and 
another learning curve in a totally different 
culture. Then it was back to Britain, and 
Swansea. 
Until retirement I was head of the Chemistry 
Department in Bishop Gore School, shared 
home with my mother and membership of 

our Brunswick chapel. For a short while after retirement I helped the then 
Circuit Superintendent minister with pastoral work at Murton, and later 
became district secretary of Network, the newly formed group uniting the two 
women’s organisations in the Methodist Church. 
Now in old age, I have joined you at Uniting Church Sketty. Here you have given 
me support and friendship, as you do to so many folk. Thank you very much 
for this Christian fellowship. 
 

PASTORAL CONCERNS 

• We remember Anne and Mike W as Mike nears the end of his treatment.  We 
also remember Roy and Jean M as Roy continues his treatment; it’s been good 
to see Roy at church when he feels able to join us.  We are thinking of Una and 
Ron G and their daughter Sian who is supporting them, with the help of 
carers.  Irene J is still in hospital but hopes to be going home soon.  At the time 
of writing, Sonia B is at home suffering from pneumonia, but recovering 
well.  We are pleased to hear that Myrna C is progressing after a short stay in 
hospital and Jean E has made good progress following a fall at home.  

• We continue to hold in our prayers all those grieving for the loss of loved ones. 

• In light of the Coronavirus Pandemic, we are especially thankful for the 
excellent network of pastoral care and support both from our Pastoral Visitors 
and the wider church community. 

• Congratulations to Chris and Ian H on the birth of Henry William   on 13th 
February, third child for Sarah and Donald and little brother for Olivia and 
Lily.  We are pleased to hear Chris and Ian are enjoying time with their family. 

• We wish the Revd Neil Riches well in his early retirement (for health reasons) 
from his ministry in the Swansea Pastorate of the URC. We have deeply 
appreciated his rich contribution to worship in UCS.  
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TŶ HAFAN 

As you may have seen on BBC 1 Wales on Wednesday 4th 
March, "Tŷ Hafan" the Children's Hospice situated in Sully, 
near Barry is currently looking at its future, as the 
demands on its services increase, yet its funding is 
decreasing. Currently "Tŷ Hafan" has over 260 families in 
Wales who are benefitting from the services of this 

charity, which offers home and hospital care as well as respite care at the 
hospice itself where families can stay free of charge for up to seven days. 
Most of the funding for the hospice comes from voluntary contributions and 
the Welsh Health Boards only give 10% towards the running costs of this vital 
organization. Tŷ Hafan first opened its doors to families in Wales in 1999, and 
they are currently trying to raise £1.5 million towards essential refurbishment.   
Between 1994 and 2009 I was chairman of the Sketty Friends of Tŷ Hafan 
Support Group which raised over £150,000. I am delighted to say that our 
August Coffee Morning will be devoted to raising funds for this appeal. If you 
are free on SATURDAY 1ST AUGUST from 10am until 12noon your support and 
help would be greatly appreciated.  
The current Chief Executive of Tŷ Hafan, Mr Rob Jones, who has been coming 
to the hospice for respite care as a parent for the past seven years with his 
daughter, Poppy, wrote in his Christmas letter: "It is crucial that both our team 
and our hospice are equipped to provide high-quality clinical care in a safe, 
comfortable environment for all. While our team has worked tirelessly to stay 
at the forefront of children's palliative care, after twenty years of service, our 
hospice is in need of a major refurbishment.” 
With grateful thanks, 
Paul E 
 

NEWS FROM DOWN UNDER (via Alan and Linda J) 

It was a real surprise to Alan and myself that, as a result of reading in the 
February Church magazine the diary extracts of our visit to Lucy in Australia, 
we should receive an email from Chris and Jean G.  Chris, Jean and family were 
members of Sketty Methodist for many years but emigrated to NSW, Australia 
in about 1989.   
It was good to catch up with all the news of their family. We had no idea our 
church magazine was received and read so far afield!!! 
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Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall 
not want. 
He makes me lie down in green 
pastures, 
he leads me beside still waters, 
he restores my soul. 
He guides me along the right 
paths for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil, 
    for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 
 
 
 
 

You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
Surely your goodness and love will 
follow me all the days of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the 
LORD forever. Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Hazel Southam reflects on Sarah Eberle’s garden design for the 
Chelsea Flower Show based on Psalm 23: “Psalm 23 is so visual, it just 
cries out to be turned into a garden. Sarah’s used those visual cues in her 
design: the green pastures, still waters and the valley of the shadow of 
death. But she’s done far more than that. Her design takes us on the 
journey of life, about which the psalm speaks. The submerged rock at the 
front of the garden shows that even starting out on that journey can be 
difficult. The journey then continues in the sinuous path of granite, an 
inspiration from Sarah’s beloved childhood home of Dartmoor. It’s not a 
straight path. It twists and turns. It has ups and downs. But it culminates in 
a broad rock where you can just sit and rest at the journey’s end, which the 
psalm describes. 

“There’s a key line for me early on in the psalm which says, ‘He restores 
my soul’. I wanted people to feel that sense of restoration just looking at 
the garden. And Sarah’s drawn on the sense of restoration she felt, and 
still feels, in Dartmoor. We hope that, when you see it…, you’ll love it, and 
whatever it says to you, that sense of restoration will be palpable.” 

from Word in Action, Bible Society, Spring 2020 
 

 
If you have any reflections on the design, please share them in the Magazine. 
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From time to time, we report on aspects of the witness and service of the wider 

church. In this issue, we share an aspect of the work of the British Methodist 

Church Overseas Division with the united Church of Pakistan, a country and 

a church that is, of course, very close to our hearts…    

MOTORCYCLES AIDING MISSION IN RURAL PAKISTAN 

In rural parts of Pakistan, it can be 
difficult for ministers to visit people in 
their parishes because of the distances 
involved. However, earlier this year, 
ten clergy and outreach staff (in the 
United Church of Pakistan) were happy 
and encouraged each to receive a gift 
of a motorcycle, funded by the 
Methodist Church in Britain.  

Bishop Kaleem John was guest of honour at a special ceremony in March to 
bless and distribute the vehicles. These will enable staff to reach more people 

in rural Sindh, Pakistan, and to serve 
more effectively in their parishes. 
The bikes will be a particular help for 
staff visiting families of Hindu origin 
who have recently become Christian 
and live in outlying villages, many of 
whom are not able to come to the 
main church for Sunday services.  

Ashley Farooq, Office Manager for 
the Diocese of Hyderabad said, “On 
behalf of Bishop Kaleem John, the 

clergy and outreach staff, I am so grateful to each and every one in the British 
Methodist Church for raising and sending funds for this project. It is a great 
help indeed to implement the diocesan mission and vision for reaching the un-
reached and sharing the Good News to the ends of the earth.” [Acts 1.8 
(NRSV)] 

from World Church News, Summer 2019 

 

  

One of the pastors being presented 

with his motorcycle by the bishop 



15 
 

WE ARE NOW AN ECO CONGREGATION 

On March 22nd, during the morning service, the 
presentation of our BRONZE Eco Church certificate 
and BRONZE Eco plaque officially recognised that we 
have taken the first step in becoming an Eco 
Congregation. When the weather improves and we 
are able to change some of the plants in our planter 
and flower beds, this will be a continuation of our Eco 
status as we work towards gaining our SILVER award. 

On Saturday April 25th a public meeting was planned to be held at St Paul’s 
Parish Centre to kick start the idea of a community 
orchard. The organisers were hoping that local 
business and other groups would be interested in 
becoming part of this project. We’ll keep you informed 
about any new arrangements. UCS has already stated 
their interest because we have so little land of our own. 
This will be a wonderful opportunity for us to work as 
a community in purchasing and planting fruit trees etc. 
Anyone who is interested is welcome to be in touch to 
discuss possibilities.                  

Janet N 

UCS PRESENTATION AT URC SYNOD 

The URC Spring Synod at Llandrindod Wells on February 29th had a 
focus on encouraging churches to become eco-congregations. 
Three churches gave presentations. Hope and Market Square URC 
in Merthyr spoke about their silver award, Cwmbran URC spoke 
about making bottle bricks from plastic bags and bottles, and Revd 

Leslie and Pat D shared a short presentation (which Janet N had helped to 
prepare) on our achieving a bronze award.   

The Synod, which brings representatives of URC congregations around Wales 
together, was an opportunity to share news about churches, elders and 
ministers and to worship together. It was particularly encouraging to meet so 
many ecumenical visitors from URC partner churches in Cytûn. We also 
discussed how the URC Synod of Wales can contribute to the life and culture 
of Wales, and the continuing importance of safeguarding, with particular 
attention being given to the new, updated guidelines, Good Practice 5. 
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BUNNY BECOMES A RECORDING STAR 

This month our Bunny A agreed to a request from 
Oystermouth Radio to be interviewed as she recalled 
some memories of her life. She was an absolute delight as 
she recounted stories spanning her 101+ years.  
She spoke about her growing up in a time when there 
were very, very few cars and transport was horse and cart 
or good old walking. The days of the Mumbles train and 
boat trips to Ilfracombe. When Sketty was surrounded by 
fields, no Derwen Fawr or Townhill, and Singleton was just 

a small building surrounded by fields which sported special orchids.             
When houses were mainly without 
electricity, moving to her home in Llewellyn 
Street was very up market because the new 
house boasted a bathroom.  
Two cards from the Queen, the first to mark 
65 years marriage to her beloved Wally and 
the second for her own centenary birthday. 
Trips to Australia and New Zealand and 
the special friendship she still has with her 
friend in OZ who visited last year after a 
58year gap. The couple undertaking the recording could not believe Bunny's 
memory but sadly she was unable to give them any tips as to why her face is 
line free but always has a smile and her memory so astonishing. Could it be her 
wonderfully contented and appreciative nature or the fact that she is still an 
avid reader and letter writer. Maybe it's her interest in other people or her 
happy outlook. Whatever it is, I know the two people from Oystermouth Radio 
and I left Bunny feeling we had been privileged to share the hour. 
Bunny's interview will be broadcast on radio and should be able to be heard by 
her friends in different parts of the world. It will also be available on an iPod. 

Jan C 

THANKS 

A huge thank you to Leslie for her pastoral care, and to members of the church 
family for their prayers, cards and flowers, following Barbara’s death. It was a 
great source of comfort to myself, Julie and Sally, and all members of my 
family. 

David P 

High Street, Swansea, in 

Bunny’s younger days! 
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SLEEP OUT - THANK YOU 

On Thursday 20th February I took part in the Cold Truth Sleep Out. I spent 10 
hours overnight in the car park of the Liberty Stadium, with a piece of 

cardboard and my sleeping bag for a bed. 
Representatives from the charities for which we were 
fund raising were also present and spoke about what 
they were doing with the homeless locally. It was very 
grounding to hear the personal testament of a 19 year 
old girl who, following the loss of her mum at 18, found 
herself homeless, in grief, relying on friends to sofa-surf 
or sleeping under a slide in a local park. This was here, in 
Swansea.  

We also heard from Zac’s Place, working with the DWP to bring government 
services to the vulnerable; Matthew’s House, investing in a laundry so that the 
homeless have access to clean clothes whilst 
tucking into a hot meal; SA1UTE (Trampface), 
who are behind the Copper Bar in Swansea; 
Boss Brewery also produce SA1UTE beer which 
is a fundraiser for the homeless.  

Anyway, it was cold, 5C – and rain too! The 
wind was fierce, waking us up at 3:30am to 
falling crash barriers and the emergency services running across the car park 
to rescue our cardboard. My face looked a little wind-weathered, but that was 
only one night. I had the luxury of finding my comfy bed in a warm house the 
following night. Too many don’t.     
So, I’d like to say a MASSIVE thank you to everyone who sponsored me, and to 
Susan and my mum Sandra, for helping with my sponsor forms. With donations 
from colleagues, family and friends, I have raised £1213.70!!! I really can’t 
thank you enough for your generosity. There’s so much that the charities Zac’s 
Place & Matthew’s House can do with this money. So, from the bottom of my 
heart, thank you.  

Eleanor C 
For more information on the charities supported by the Cold Truth Sleep Out: 
Zac’s Place: http://www.zacsplace.org/zacs-place-3/supporting-those-in-crisis/  
Matthew’s House: https://matthewshouse.org.uk/  
SA1UTE: https://en-gb.facebook.com/TrampfaceSwansea/  
Llamau: https://www.llamau.org.uk/what-we-do  
Shelter Cymru: http://www.sheltercymru.org.uk/ 

 

http://www.zacsplace.org/zacs-place-3/supporting-those-in-crisis/
https://matthewshouse.org.uk/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/TrampfaceSwansea/
https://www.llamau.org.uk/what-we-do
http://www.sheltercymru.org.uk/
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NIGHT SHELTER REPORT 

I’d like to say a very big thank you indeed to everyone who helped in anyway 
with the night shelter – those who volunteered on shift, did the shopping, 
cooking and making of desserts.  Special thanks must also go to Dilly’s who 
made a beef stew each week at cost price and Michelle from Slimming World 
who opened up the church every Saturday morning at 8am to receive the 
bedding. 

The night shelter is continuing until the beginning of April, but Linden Church 
takes over from UCS on a Saturday evening / Sunday morning for the second 
half.   

Some information for you:  on average there were about 5 guests every night 
and some of these have now moved onto permanent accommodation, which 
is really good news.  As part of the whole night shelter package, they have all 
been given a ‘pack’ as they move into their new home which consists of a 
toaster, kettle, microwave, duvet and pillow.   

Swansea Night Shelter has now come under the umbrella of Housing Justice, a 
national Christian charity that deals with a variety of housing issues.  This has 
put it onto a much firmer footing and means that the support for rough 
sleepers will be improved.  For example, there is to be a new project in which 
those who move into accommodation after being homeless will be offered a 
mentor who will meet with them on a weekly basis to enable them to make a 
more successful transition off the streets.  If you would like to know more, let 
me know, and I can put you in touch with Nigel Williams, the new Night Shelter 
Manager, who works for Housing Justice. 

Leslie 

FROM GEOFF N, UCS TREASURER 

Here is a catch-up on the various collections over January and February.  There 
is a message of thanks below and where we receive a letter by post, I put these 
on the notice-board in the vestibule. The amounts raised during our recent 
events and collections, including Gift Aid, where appropriate, were: 

•  The January Communion collections for Tŷ Laura - £378.28 

•  The February coffee morning for Muscular Dystrophy - £707.68 

•  The February Communion collection for Share Tawe - £396.71 

• The coffee morning for Traidcraft Exchange - £127.00 plus £18.00 Gift 
Aid that TE will claim (we used their envelopes for this event) 
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• The Messiah Concert arranged with Gower Chorale had ticket sales of 
£420.50 - the proceeds were split 50:50 between Gower Chorale and 
UCS. 

 As always, my thanks to everyone for their generosity in supporting these 
causes and to those who organised the coffee mornings and concert. 
  

I have also received the following note of thanks:  
Dear Geoff  
Many, many thanks on behalf of Swansea Asylum Seekers Support for the 
very generous donation from Uniting Church Sketty; our thanks to all 
involved in organising the event as well as to all who donated. £655.25 is 
enough to pay our food costs for 8 weeks or more than half of our one 
worker’s monthly salary. SASS is completely dependent on donations or 
grants, and on voluntary effort. It is very heartening to have such a powerful 
manifestation of support for asylum seekers in Swansea. Your members are 
very welcome to drop in and meet ours at our Friday and Saturday sessions: 
details at www.sass.wales (or ask Jeff). 
With all best wishes and again, thank you!  
Tom Cheesman 
Treasurer 
 
From Mary J:  Our Commitment for Life coffee morning on March 7th. was a 
great success. More than £600 was received! It was a good UCS team effort! 
With many thanks to everyone who took part in the preparation and, of 
course, for the generous contributions and donations. 

 

A PRAYER FROM THE CORRYMEELA COMMUNITY IN IRELAND 
God of the good news that spreads faster than fear and of the courage 
that comes from the heart: be with us as anxieties rise and with us as 
uncertainty grows. Be with us when children ask difficult questions, and 
with us when parents seem farther away. Remind us that to be a 
community does not always mean to be physically present beside those 
we know well. It can also mean being spiritually present with those who 
feel very alone; and that you, our God made flesh, are also the God who 
calls us from the tumult and tells us to be still and to know that you are 
God with us in Jesus. Amen. (adapted)  

http://www.sass.wales/
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FAITH-BASED GROUPS CREATE PRAYER CHAIN IN RUN UP TO 
CLIMATE CONFERENCE 

In the ten months leading to the 26th session 
of the Conference of the Parties (COP26), 
faith-based organisations, including Christian 
Aid… are inviting people to a period of intense 
prayer for the climate. The COP 26 summit is 
scheduled for Glasgow in November 2020. 
During Lent, a time in which ecumenical 
organisations intensify prayer, Christian Aid 
and the other organisations are encouraging 

all to include prayers for the climate and to influence policymakers at any level 
accessible to them to increase political will. 
Abena Afari of Christian Aid said: “Let’s think about impoverished 
communities, women, children, indigenous people, migrants, refugees who 
historically have generated a low carbon footprint, yet bear the fury of the rich 
and powerful as well as the anger of the climate, when it’s displayed in full 
force. If we truly care about bridging the inequality gap between the rich and 
the poor, one of the best ways to do this is through climate negotiations which 
will yield consensus and reflect the highest ambitions.” 

from the World Council of Churches Newsletter, 27 February 2020 

 
As an eco-congregation, how can we share in this initiative? 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession  
God of abundant life, we see your goodness all around us and we thank you 
for every part of it; from the plants and animals which play their part in 
complex ecosystems, to the dry deserts and stormy seas which test the limits 
of life. 
We pray that in this time of climate crisis and ecological emergency, you may 
help us to rediscover your love of creation and to reflect that in our own 
lives. Amen.  

from the Christian Aid Climate Justice Webpage 

 

Churches are invited to mark Climate Sunday, on a Sunday of our choosing 
during Creation Time (1 September – 4 October 2020). More details of 
resources will be on the Cytûn website soon. 
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COMMITMENT FOR LIFE IN NICARAGUA 
Nicaragua is the second poorest country in Latin 
America. It is very susceptible to climate 
catastrophe. 80% of the population depend on 
agriculture. But yields are declining sharply, 
especially their coffee harvests. Cycles of drought 
and too much rain at once cause real problems. 
Poor people suffer the most. The change in weather 

patterns has meant that if there’s too much rain, coffee beans – especially the 
less hardy varieties – can suffer from fungal growth, such as Choletotrichum 
proteae, which causes Chasparria. 
Chasparria causes half the bean to become ripened too 
soon and they look scorched (see picture) and the other 
half remains underdeveloped. Farmers report losses of 
up to 30% of their crops. It used to be 5%. 
Jinotega is in north central Nicaragua, 100 miles north of 
capital, Managua. The region produces over 80% of the 
coffee in the country. Here, our partner organisation is called Soppexcca. They 
help over 200 farmers to diversify and grow cocoa. 
Soppexcca supplies one-to-one training for farmers. Here, farmers learn how 
to grow and harvest cocoa. They also attend workshops and receive tools to 
take care of the cocoa plants. In addition, they receive fertilizers for the crops 
and saplings to help shade the cocoa plants from the sun once they are grown. 
Commitment for Life, which is rooted in life-giving faith, defiant hope and 
generous love, and works through Christian Aid, is determined to help these 
farmers and their families thrive. Thank you for your support. 
Commitment for Life is the Global Justice Programme of the URC  

from Mary J, UCS Commitment for Life Co-ordinator  
 

CHANGING ATTITUDES 
Every country is affected by slavery and human trafficking, but most people 
are unaware of what may be going on in their own neighbourhood, because 
activities are usually hidden from plain sight. 
Estimates of the scale of the issue are hard to comprehend. In 2018, it was 
estimated that about 46,000,000 people worldwide were probably in some 
form of slavery. 
Human trafficking is now recognised as the second greatest criminal activity in 
the world. Domestic servitude is one of the most common forms of slavery. 
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Pay is often minimal or non-existent, identity papers are withheld and freedom 
restricted. Violence can be a daily experience. Others are forced into sexual 
exploitation. 
What leads people to leaving their families and falling prey to human 
traffickers? It includes poverty, as people desire a better life, the promise of a 
job that pays enough to send money home to their families, or a chance to gain 
educational qualifications. 
In many countries, children are forced to work in dangerous situations e.g. 
where chocolate production is not fairly traded chocolate. 
The traffickers work “under the radar”, moving people around regularly to 
avoid detection. At times it may seem that the situation is hopeless, but among 
the organisations working to raise awareness is – Stop The Traffick 
(www.stopthetraffick.org). 

During the next two years, MWiB (Methodist 
Women in Britain) will be focussing on the issue 
of trafficking. “Thursdays in Black” is a 
campaign which is already up and running, 
when women worldwide wear black clothing 

every Thursday, to quietly protest against all forms of gender-based violence 
with trafficking and slavery (www.Thursdaysinblack). You can order the 
specially designed black T shirts from www.mwib.org.uk, where you can also 
find more information. 

Janet N 

THE CHURCH PRAYER BOOK 

Prayer is an essential part of our Christian life, and thinking of others is a special 
part of our prayers. We as a church try to be inclusive in our prayers for others 
and the Prayer Book on the table in the porch is for everyone's use. If prayer 
requests are written for that particular day, the book is brought into church by 
the minister and the requests included in our prayers of intercession.  If you 
would like us as a church to pray for someone known to you, whether or not 
they are part of our immediate church family, please write their name and any 
appropriate information, in the book. If they are not known to us as a church 
then maybe it would be helpful to include your name as a link. (Please be 
aware that if you are giving details which will identify the person, you must be 
sure that they would be happy for you to do this). If you need any assistance, 
please ask any one of the Stewards or Elders.    

Jan C 

http://www.stopthetraffick.org/
http://www.thursdaysinblack/
http://www.mwib.org.uk/
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Dear Friend, 
As all of our thoughts are on the Covid-19 situation, we wanted to share an 
update on Christian Aid’s response. We value our volunteers enormously and 
want to ensure you all keep safe when fundraising for Christian Aid Week. 
The health and safety of our community, including loyal supporters like you, 
is of the utmost importance to us, and we are monitoring the situation on a 
daily basis. 
Many of you will have been planning house-to-house collections and events. 
Under the current circumstances, sadly, house-to-house collections should be 
cancelled. In particular, along with many churches, events such as Big 
Brekkies or Lent lunches, where food is shared cannot go ahead. We are 
looking at alternative ways to virtually meet, share and pray with supporters 
over the coming months in the likely absence of physical church services.  
We are working on alternative plans that will allow people to take part in 
Christian Aid Week in different, creative ways – by post, by text and online 
that strengthen our communities during this challenging time. In addition, we 
will be providing advice on managing risks with smaller sponsored activities, 
street collections and delivery-only envelopes. Christian Aid Week is our 
single-most important fundraiser, so we would welcome your ideas on how 
we can creatively show love for our neighbours at home and abroad, as a 
community.  
Christian Aid and our partners already have experience of limiting the spread 
of infection during the Ebola crisis, and we will build on this experience to 
continue to stand together with communities living in poverty during this 
period. If infection rates start to develop as they are in Europe, then people 
in poorer countries will be hit even harder. Many are already living with 
reduced health resilience because of extreme poverty, or in overcrowded 
humanitarian camps and in countries which do not have the healthcare 
infrastructures needed to combat widespread disease. We will be working on 
the ground to help prepare communities to limit the impact of Covid-19. 
Please pray for us in this vital work, and support us by making an online 
donation.  
We are praying for all those affected by this new virus, both in Britain and 

http://click.e-mail.christian-aid.org/?qs=e61c447cc2c0d37941381fca6077282879a1315c34618addb7121698d4d259f4884c4e27b7a5bf7e963fb1186c6846c1
http://click.e-mail.christian-aid.org/?qs=e61c447cc2c0d37941381fca6077282879a1315c34618addb7121698d4d259f4884c4e27b7a5bf7e963fb1186c6846c1
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overseas, for all those working on the frontline and for wisdom for our 
leaders. We will continue to monitor the situation as it evolves. During this 
challenging time, we all need to take seriously the science and advice being 
offered, remaining calm but vigilant. If you have any specific concerns or 
questions please email us at wales@christian-aid.org or call us on 029 2084 
4646.  
We are keeping you all in our prayers.  
With every blessing,  
 
Amanda Khozi Mukwashi, Christian Aid Chief Executive 
Mari McNeill, Head of Christian Aid Wales  
 
For updates from Christian Aid please visit our website and for further 
information, please refer to the current advice from the UK government. 

 

WESLEY CLUB NOSON LAWEN 

Wesley Club celebrated St David’s Day by having a Noson Lawen. Many 
members came dressed in red, but the couple who stole the show were 
Rosemary and John Blyth who really dressed for the occasion.  

The evening included songs, quizzes, poetry and prose 
readings, reminiscing on how St David’s Day was 
celebrated when we were in school and concluding with 
a sketch about the 19th century WELSH NOT. The story of 
the WN is a heart-breaking story. The main idea behind 
it was to stop Welsh being spoken in schools. Every child 
who spoke Welsh during the school day had a heavy 
piece of wood with WN 

engraved on it, which they had to wear around 
their neck. The last child to wear it also had to 
wear it home and return to school the next day 
with it still hanging around their neck, until the 
next, unfortunate child, was heard speaking 
Welsh and the WN was passed on. 
Punishment also included caning and beating, sometimes quite severely. At 
night, in some places, “spies” patrolled the streets listening for children 
speaking Welsh and they were also punished. Parents whose children spoke 
Welsh in the 1800s, could also be fined. No wonder my great grandparents 

mailto:wales@christian-aid.org
http://click.e-mail.christian-aid.org/?qs=e61c447cc2c0d37928d5094f8a7421541911e200d4bd59f4a8d8a025e0e7aafa8aa0f2e1d50fce6f8a565b02953805e1
http://click.e-mail.christian-aid.org/?qs=e61c447cc2c0d3793af5bb069e7c1add6687f246095ecd7c1db3d074e999683d3534065b5afa1ef1767cb70dea480f14
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didn’t teach their children to speak Welsh. Imagine having, possibly, to pay 
fines for eleven children at one time or another. 
Janet N 

 
MESSAGE FROM ANNE AND MIKE W 

Mike has now completed his Radiotherapy treatment and is recovering well by 
taking life ‘easy’ .  We thank all of you for your prayers, offers of practical help, 
flowers, cards and emails which have given us so much support along Mike’s 
‘journey’. You have shared God’s love with us giving  us the strength to ‘carry 
on’ during times when our spirits have been low. 
We look forward to being with you once our period of self isolation during this 
unwanted pandemic is concluded! (Mike had never before considered himself 
as being a vulnerable person, which, of course, along with many others in a 
similar situation, he is!) 
With our love and prayers for your good health. Anne & Mike  

            

LENT LUNCHES 2020 
The first Lent Lunch was held at UCS on Thursday, March 5th (see photos below)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Lent Lunch was also held at Sketty Community Church but the St Paul’s lunch 
had to be cancelled. We hope to be able to arrange similar occasions next year. 
 

5th BIRTHDAY AND SPECIAL HYMN  

We were to have celebrated our birthday on May 31st. Clearly, this will not now 
be happening. However, we will celebrate our formation as a Uniting Church 
when circumstances allow. In the meantime, we are calling all budding poets 
to write a verse to go with the chorus of the hymn ‘Come and join the 
celebration’ (Singing the Faith, No. 196).  Please e-mail your contributions to 
me. I’m really looking forward to reading them!   

Leslie 
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SUNDAY LUNCHES will not be held for the foreseeable future. We will 
keep members informed about the resumption of these popular 
occasions.  Any queries, please contact Pauline:   
 

 

WESLEY CLUB will not be held for the foreseeable future. We will keep 
members informed about when meetings will start again. In the 
meantime, let’s please keep in touch with one another. 

 

COVER TO COVER won’t be meeting for the foreseeable future. But please 
keep in touch, keep reading and tell us about the books you’ve been reading. 

 

AN APPEAL – FOR CARE BEARS! 

I know that we all try to be caring bears, 
but, do you, or anyone you know, own a 
Care Bear? You know those different colour 
teddy bears with a logo on their tummy. 
"Not A Panto" have a good number but are 
in need of a few more. So, please will you 
ask around to see if your child, grandchild, 
neighbour or friend have any which we 
could borrow? (Come to the show and see how we are going to use them). 
Many thanks. Jan C 

    

WELSH PRINCES: A SHORT HISTORY 

Thank you for your St. David's Day quiz and congratulations to its authors, Alan 
and Linda J (see page 28 for this months Wordsearch).  Learning that my 
knowledge of the breadth of modern Welsh culture was limited came as quite 
a shock. However, I found that the answer to question 8, which I could answer, 
contained the error I was taught in junior school, namely, that the son of the 
English King Edward I was the first prince of Wales. The PR machine was busy 
then and has been effective into this century.  Edward II was actually the first 
son of a conquering king to be given that title by his father.  That is, he was the 
first English Prince of Wales. There were a number of princes of Wales before 
then. Rhodri Fawr (The Great), Prince of Gwynedd (born 844) ruled most of 
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Wales. Llywelyn Fawr, Prince of Gwynedd, ruled from 1194 to 1240. He was 
succeeded as Prince of Wales by his brother, Dafydd, who died two years later. 
The vacuum that was left was filled by Llywelyn's grandson, Llywelyn ap 
Gruffydd, Llywelyn II, who freed most of Wales and took the title Prince of 
Wales. He was killed by Edward I's army (at Cilmery near what is now Builth 
Wells, where there's a memorial to him). As a result, he became known as 
Llywelyn ein Llyw Olaf (Llewelyn our Last Prince). 15 years later in 1307, 
Edward I presented his son, Edward (who would become in due course Edward 
II), to be Prince of Wales. So he was the First (English) Prince of Wales but not 
the first Prince of Wales! 

Ivor R 

WEEKLY PROGRAMME 

NB The normal weekly programme is as follows, but for the 
foreseeable future all these activities are suspended. 

• Sunday services:     
10.30am (including Adventurers for children) 
6.00 pm  

• Sunday lunch is arranged once a month in Yr Hen Dderwen. You are most 
welcome to join us. Please contact one of the leadership team. 

• The following are held during term-time: 
Monday 2.00pm  Folk dancing 
  7.00pm  Wesley Club 
Tuesday 2.00-4.00pm Craft Group 
  5.00-6.00pm Rainbows 
  6.15-7.30pm Brownies 
Wednesday 10.00-11.30am Sunbeams: Play Group 
  7.30pm  Sketty Madcaps 

• House Groups, Faith and Fellowship, Cover to Cover and Reel to Real 
Groups are held on a monthly basis throughout the year. Everyone welcome. 
Please contact one of the leadership team for details. 

• Room hire: A range of larger and smaller rooms is available for hire. Folding 
chairs and folding tables are available. All bookings are subject to Methodist 
terms and conditions. Further information available on request. For booking 
enquiries and heating requirements please contact: Kath and Bill D 
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‘OUR CHURCH’ WORDSEARCH 

(Created by Alan and Linda Jones) 
 

S H A R I N G B Z Y O U N G P C 

P K T D V M E Y U N I T I N G H 

A S E U N L U C A R I N G H O R 

C T A T O B O C H U R C H F D I 

D Z N J T Y R V Q U S P T N Y S 

A E V E R Y O N E L E T S O R T 

M F X B L F E L L O W S H I P W 

F O O D B A N K D G Y V E N R O 

B R O W N I E S I C Z Y L U E R 

A D V E N T U R E R S C T M T S 

U S G K W H W E L C O M E M S H 

W E S L E Y C L U B N P R O A I 

C O N G R E G A T I O N L C E P 

 

Can you find the following words (vertical, horizontal or diagonal)? 

ADVENTURERS      EASTER               LOVE                          UNITING 

BROWNIES             EVERYONE         MADCAPS                 WELCOME 

CARING                   FAITH                  NIGHT SHELTER       WESLEY CLUB 

CHRIST                    FELLOWSHIP      OLD                            WORSHIP 

CHURCH                 FOODBANK         SHARING                  YOUNG  

COMMUNION       GOD                     SKETTY                      YOUTH 

CONGREGATION   LENT                    
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WORDS OF COMFORT AND A PRAYER 

The Revd Howard Long, our Circuit Superintendent, shared Paul’s words:  
We can all do the most important thing of all and that is pray. Throughout all 
of this I am taking comfort from St Paul’s words in the Letter to Philippians, 
chapter 4 verses 4-7.  
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!  Let your gentleness 
be evident to all. The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Every blessing 
Howard 
 
The Revd Simon Walkling, Moderator of the URC Synod of Wales, shared this 
prayer from the URC General Secretary, The Revd John Proctor, which he 
included in his pastoral letter to the Church: 
Lord Jesus, in the midst of a storm, you said, ‘Peace be still.’ Bid our anxious 
fears subside, sustain your church in faith, hope and love, bring our nation 
through this tumult, grant wisdom to those with heavy responsibilities, and 
healing and hope to those who are infected. Amen. 
Peace be with you, 
Simon 

 
PORTRAYING THE RESURRECTION GARDEN 

 

 

This cartoon portrayal (from the Bible Society) of Mary’s wonder and joy at seeing 

Jesus, her risen Lord, among the Spring flowers rather appealed to me! (ed.)  
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GETHSEMANE, GOLGOTHA AND THE GARDEN OF RESURRECTION 

The front cover of this magazine portrays the journey of Holy Week: Jesus’ 

journey but our journey too, not least through the present crisis. It begins in 

Jerusalem and ends with resurrection. And we are drawn into this sacred 

story: 

• Holy Week begins on the Mount of Olives as Jesus makes his final journey 
into Jerusalem. It seems to be a triumphant journey. Followers greet him 
as the promised king: ‘Blessings on the One who comes in the name of the 
Lord!’ and the waved and strewn palm leaves portray what they see in 
Jesus. But Jesus sees things differently. Jesus weeps when he sees the city. 
Not for himself, but for the city. ‘If you only knew the things that belong to 
your peace...’ He is the Prince of Peace coming with humility, compassion 
and a longing for justice and healing. And Jesus draws his followers, then 
and now, into his longing. 

• Gethsemane is a place of struggle, sacred space, holy ground, a place for 
waiting and praying. As he courageously challenges his disciples to ‘watch 
and pray!’, so Jesus challenges us. In such a fearful world and at such a 
threatening time for so many in our world, Jesus invites us to join with him 
in his agonizing prayer: ‘Take away this cup… but your will be done not 
mine’. And the Bible tells us that his sweat was like ‘drops of blood’ falling 
to the ground. (The Greek term is thromboi, the root of thrombosis, a 
potentially life-stopping, transforming crisis). But this moment can be holy 
too, an encounter with God at the heart of human struggle and self-giving. 

• Golgotha, the place of the skull, of execution, of punishment and 
devastation. A place of horror! To all appearances it was the end of the 
journey. The disciples had hoped in him, that he would save Israel. But look 
at him now! ‘Darkness – the darkness of despair and hopelessness – 
covered the earth…’. And yet, and yet! ‘In the cross of Christ I glory, 
towering o’er the wrecks of time’. ‘I glory’? Yes, because in the darkness, 
agony and despair, God was present in Jesus, so that from that moment 
on, until now, there is no agony, no death, no end, no darkness where the 
love, compassion, light and life of the God of glory are not present in Jesus. 

• Which is why all of this ends in the Garden of resurrection and beyond. 
‘He is not here – among the dead – he is risen’, alive, going before you into 
God’s future for you and for all. There will be no tomorrows where the 
risen Lord does not walk with us and alongside us. Now and into eternity 
we are drawn into Jesus’ journey, walking on with courage, faith and hope! 

Editor 
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Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Although we will not be able to hold our 

Easter services in church this year, we can 

still celebrate the raising of Jesus with 

these floral displays from recent years. 

Thanks to Janet and Rosemary for the 

photos. 

“May the God of 

hope fill you with all 

joy and peace as you 

put your faith in 

him.” (1 Corinthians 

15.13) 

https://www.almy.com/Product2/

zc0000226 
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WELCOME TO UNITING CHURCH SKETTY 
We’re currently exploring some of the key aspects of 
our own mission statement that you can find on the 
UCS website (or in the October 2019 magazine) so that 
we can learn more about who we are and who we are 
called to be as God’s people. It continues: ‘And so we 
come to worship on Sundays, desiring more than 

anything to connect with God and to connect with each other.’  
‘And so…’! It is because God seeks us and finds us in Jesus that we come. We 
come in response to God’s invitation in Jesus: ‘Come to me all who are weary 
and heavy laden and I will give you rest.’ (Matthew 11.28) 
‘…we come to worship’: Our first response is worship: ‘Come let us bow down 
in worship… before the Lord our Maker’ (Psalm 90.6). Above all, worship is  

− placing ourselves in the presence of God, Father, Son and Spirit; 

− an act of praise and thanksgiving to God for the grace, the unconditional 
love, that has embraced us – and all peoples – in Jesus; 

− an opportunity to repent of our sin and seek forgiveness from God;  

− hearing and responding to the challenge of God’s word in the Bible for our 
lives and the life of the world;  

− praying for others and for ourselves, placing us and them in the ambit of 
God’s love, justice and compassion. 

In this way, then, we ‘connect with God’, we set ourselves within God’s 
presence and open ourselves to be addressed and embraced by God. 
But we also seek ‘to connect with each other’: We do not worship alone – 
even when we are alone – because we worship as members of the body of 
Christ, in the fellowship of the Spirit and within the communion of saints. 
‘…on Sundays’: not just on Sundays, of course, for every day is a day for 
worship, to connect with God. But on Sundays we come in the name of Jesus 
who was raised for us on this first day of the week, the day when the first 
believers broke bread together, in memory of him. 
 

For reflection: What does Christian worship mean to you? 

Our building development programme was funded by the following:

 
 


