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 The magazine of  

UNITING 
CHURCH SKETTY 

May 2020 

 

On our 5th Anniversary as Uniting 
Church Sketty, in the midst of the 
global crisis in which we are all 
caught, we continue to seek to 

‘stand firm in the same Spirit and 
strive together as one for the faith of 
the gospel’ – with each other here in 

Swansea and with sisters and 
brothers around the globe – showing 
‘tenderness and compassion’ in all 

we do (Philippians 1.27 & 2.1) 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C 

 
Please note: For the foreseeable future, all activities are suspended. 

Sunday Services: 
10.30    Morning Service  
6.00      Evening service  

• Communion is normally celebrated in one morning service and one evening 
service each month  

• An induction loop and large print hymnbooks are available 

• Creche available on request – please speak to a steward or elder 

 

This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 
impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   

Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 

email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W  

 

JUNE MAGAZINE 

NOTE: DURING THE COMING MONTHS, THE MAGAZINE WILL BE PUBLISHED 
AS USUAL. THIS WILL BE AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF OUR KEEPING IN TOUCH 

WITH ONE ANOTHER AND OF BEING REMINDED OF GOD’S CALL TO US.   
SO PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND ITEMS TO THE EDITOR.                  

 All items for inclusion in the June Magazine to be sent to Noel D  
 by 24th May 2020 at the latest.      

Issue date: Sunday, 31st May (Pentecost Sunday). 
 

Contacting Us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH        
Website: www.unitingchurchSketty.org.uk 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 

Dear Friends 
Easter begins – locked inside… 
We are currently locked inside because of fear, albeit a 
good and sensible fear, in order that we limit the 
possibility of contracting and passing on the Coronavirus.  
Locked inside we protect ourselves and we protect others. 
In those early days, following the death and resurrection of Jesus, the disciples, 
terrified of being arrested, caught up in the turmoil and fear of being executed 
themselves, ran into hiding and locked themselves away.  Rumours of Jesus 
being raised from the dead reached them. 
The Risen Jesus, in these first days of Easter is a somewhat elusive presence.  

He can be glimpsed but not held down.  He is 
sometimes recognised and sometimes not.  He comes 
and stands among the disciples, despite them being in 
a locked room, and he greets them by offering them 
peace. 
He doesn’t berate them for running off, or scold them 
for feeling terrified, or get cross that they have locked 
themselves away.  He simply shows them that it really 
is him by revealing his wounds and telling them that 
now is the time to let go, to forgive, to live freely.   
We are locked inside in these days physically. This is 

important for now, to be protected, as it was for those first disciples. But 
neither they, nor we, need to be locked up inside of ourselves spiritually. 
Recognising where we are closed up spiritually is the first step to living more 
openly.  In these days where we still feel the shock of our lives having changed 
so much, we might be more aware of where the invisible walls are in our lives, 
the locks which the key of the peace of Christ can unlock. 
Easter begins for those disciples when they realise that no lock or wall can keep 
the Risen Jesus from bringing peace.  And it’s the same for us too.  May we 
glimpse the elusive presence of the Risen Christ, may we feel the breath of 
courage and may we know the peace that allows us to live freely, despite our 
current limitations. 

With love   Leslie 

Jesus finds us, even when 

our doors are locked. 
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The Editor writes: We have all appreciated the care and leadership we’ve 
received from Leslie over the last few weeks. Her weekly e-mails have been 
particularly helpful, her short reflections and her worship services have all 
enabled us to continue to be part of our church family. We pray for her and 
Geoff. As we approach Pentecost, we pray that she will be strengthened 
through the Holy Spirit in her ministry among us and that she and Geoff (and 
Wookie!) will be blessed with health, peace and joy during these difficult 
times. THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU. 

 

WEEKLY WORSHIP DURING THE CORONAVIRUS 

Churches of all types are looking to a variety of ways in which to worship while 
we are unable to gather together physically.  Many are livestreaming on 
Facebook, some are producing acts of worship on YouTube, some are 
‘zooming’ worship (that’s new to most of us, but is essentially an on-line video 
conference) – perhaps you have been able to ‘join’ some of these.  And then 
of course there are more ‘professional’ acts of worship on the television and 
radio, that many enjoy. 
Whilst I haven’t ruled any of these options out, especially as the lockdown 
stretches before us, I thought it might be helpful to share my thinking as to 
why we are currently using our Worship from Home sheets, as opposed to any 
of the aforementioned options! 
It means that we are able to reach everyone in our church family in the same 
way.  Currently there are around 180 on our pastoral list, and I can email the 
worship sheet to about 140 and send through the post to around 50 (my 
grateful thanks to Judith and Ian who help deliver!). 
Whilst many of us engage with the Worship from Home sheet at 10.30 on a 
Sunday, enjoying the thought of ‘being’ alongside others in our church family 
at the same time, people can use the sheet as and when they want, and indeed 
go back to it if they so wish. 
It’s possible that it allows for more creativity such as the images / prayer 
doodle (see pp 13 & 14), which I think is positive in the circumstances and 
means that people may participate more deeply rather than simply being a 
‘spectator’. 
A weekly email or letter that goes with the ‘Worship from Home’ sheet is also 
a good way of keeping in touch and sharing news and prayers. 
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For those who are on email, you also know that each Sunday I send out a short 
(2-5 minute) video clip, with a prayerful reflection.  This happened more or less 
by accident, when on the first Sunday of no church (Mothering Sunday), I went 
to church to ensure no one turned up unexpectedly.  No one did (!), but I 
shared a short video from inside our empty church building. 
I have one or two embryonic thoughts of some possible ways of marking some 
special forthcoming Sundays.  If they come off, you will of course know!! 

Leslie 
 
 
URC WORSHIP RESOURCES DURING CHURCH CLOSURE 

A number of us have been following the Sunday services via the URC Daily 
Devotions email list (which Pat and a number of others in UCS had already 
been subscribing to). They are placed on line via email at 9.45am every Sunday 
so that we can join with, now, 4000 others at 10am. You can follow the service 
in both written and audio format, with well known URC people leading 
worship.  If you’re interested, please be in touch via email to 
dailydevotions@urc.org.uk and the co-ordinator, Andy Braunston, will add you 
to the list. 
 

A CORONAVIRUS THANKSGIVING 

God is with us in these days 
(let us repeat it) 
God is with us in these days 
when our boredom threatens 
our imagination, when fears 
nibble away at our souls, when 
we get so mad at having 
nothing to do that we could 
get carried away by having 
nothing better to do than 
get mad. 

But God is with us 
(thank God!) 
and will not let us 

become a feast for fear, 
or get trapped inside 
our cages of isolation, 
but sends joy 
in the notes from friends, 
grace in the disguise 
of strangers, release 
in the laughter at old shows. 

God comes to our assistance, 
God is as close to us as our breath, 
never too busy from being 
creation’s border collie to come 
and sit by our side 

© 2020 Thom M. Shuman

mailto:dailydevotions@urc.org.uk
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REFLECTIONS ON COVID-19: WHAT IS GOD SAYING TO US? 

How I would love to go back to those nauseous days when the news was 
dominated by Brexit! Now our news bulletins are in lock-down, like the whole 
world, and it seems that nothing else matters or is happening apart from the 
corona virus pandemic, as if all the deadly wars had stopped and the flow of 
refugees had fizzled out as a result! Not only is the news depressing, but it is 
also enormously frightening to listen to the daily reports with not only the 
infection rate but also the number of deaths rising rapidly. 
I keep wondering if God is being silent; if not, what might He be saying? Surely 
it is at least as important for us to tune in to Him as it is to our news channels! 
Not that I have a direct hotline to God's voice, I do have some accumulating 
questions for His ears though. 
I call to mind one of our arguably most powerful world leaders saying in mid-
March that by Easter the 'flu-like phenomenon' would have blown over and 
his country would be up and running again with business as usual. Is this the 
kind of attitude that makes God laugh with derision (as He is portrayed doing 
in Psalm 2:4)? Coronavirus has turned out to be the world's enemy number 
one, but it will not be defeated by confronting it with arrogance, nor by military 
might, nor by our best technological nous, nor by the assumption that our 
economic muscle will force it to its knees (Proverbs 16:18). Is God calling us to 
the realization that there are some things in the world He made that are not 
in OUR control and that we cannot fix? Is this a time when we need to take 
stock and remember who God is (Psalm 46:10) and who we are? Is this a time 
when God is persuading us to repent, turn to the King of the universe and 
humbly submit to Him? 
When we hear the daily upwardly adjusted number of deaths, is God 
reminding us of our own frailty, vulnerability and mortality? Is He calling us 
away from our entrenched consumerism and our business as usual while our 
fellow human beings get massacred on a neighbouring continent? Is He 
reminding us that we cannot successfully make our own plans without taking 
Him into consideration (Proverbs 16:9)? 
Perhaps in this corona crisis we are meant to proceed to reverse a coronation: 
to dethrone any human ability, achievement or idol we may have put in God's 
place and instead to “crown Him with many crowns”! Maybe this is a time 
when God is expecting us to stop deifying arrogantly the human spirit and 
instead to acknowledge humbly our dependence on God's grace and mercy so 
freely offered in Jesus Christ. 

Frieder K 
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING (prepared by Janet N) 

WEEK ONE 
We pray for all the residents of Gower Road, Glanyrafon Road, Glanyrafon 
Gardens, Penyrheol Drive, Dunraven Road and Harlech Crescent.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK TWO 
We pray for everyone who is affected by the CORONAVIRUS, that is, all of us, to a 
lesser or greater degree. We pray for those who are classed as “at risk”, at home, 
in care homes and in hospital. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK THREE 
We thank God, that, in this time of adversity, communities are working together 
to do people’s shopping, deliver medication, donate food to food banks and many 
other vital services.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK FOUR 
We remember those who live alone, and pray that our church community will do 
a “good deed a day”, such as keeping in touch by phone, e mail, writing a letter or 
by social media.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
EASTER IN THE VEG PATCH 

Last year, having been over eager in adding fertiliser to the veg patch, nothing 
grew – no broad beans, no French beans and, saddest of all, no onions, which 
I love growing. I put the total loss down to seeds being burnt off below ground 

and in mid-late summer planted some 
geraniums instead. 
At the end of March, preparing the veg 
beds for this year, I delightedly found 7 
geraniums still alive, potted them on and 
the rest I threw in the compost bin.  2 
weeks later, wrestling with the compost 
bin to get out some ‘good stuff’ from the 

bottom had little effect.  I peered down through the collected contents of the 
bin to see if my vigorous shaking was loosening the sides of the bin so I could 
remove it completely.  Exasperated and thinking the only way to resolve this 
problem would be to take out the top layer, it was only then that I saw green 
shoots amongst the debris.  The discarded dead geraniums were indeed alive 
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and growing away well, despite no moisture and naked of any supporting soil 
around them. 
Golgotha was the rubbish heap outside the city wall where the seeming 
rubbish of society were disposed of.  But “Love lives again that with the dead 
has been” (Now the green blade rises No 306, Singing the Faith, see below). 
I also note that intent as I was on grappling with the problem of an unmovable 
compost bin, despite the fact I had peered down into it several times, I did not 
see what was before my eyes.  What has that to say about the travellers on the 
Emmaus Road, only experiencing the struggle 
of grief and blind to the risen Jesus beside 
them? 
As for this year’s seed planting, as far as the 
broad beans go “The green blade rises from the 
buried grain”; no sign yet of the onions but I live 
in hope.  Too early yet to sow the French beans!                      

Linda W 
(NB Apologies if the photo doesn’t resemble Linda’s veg patch!! ed.) 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
Wheat that in the dark earth many years has lain; 
Love lives again, that with the dead has been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
In the grave they laid Him, Love Whom we had slain, 
Thinking that He’d never wake to life again, 
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
Up He sprang at Easter, like the risen grain, 
He that for three days in the grave had lain; 
Up from the dead my risen Lord is seen: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green. 
 
When our hearts are saddened, grieving or in pain, 
By Your touch You call us back to life again; 
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: 
Love is come again, like wheat that springs up green.                     

John MacLeod Campbell Crum (1872 – 1958) © in public domain 
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UCS CONTRIBUTES TO SKETTY FOODBANK 

In consultation with Jackie and Gary, who run our church 
Traidcraft stall, all the stock from the Traidcraft cupboard 
was donated to the Sketty Foodbank.  This stock was worth 
over £600 – but far better helping vulnerable local people 
than sitting in a cupboard.  And of course, it was helping 
poor farmers on the other side of the world.  A win/win 
situation! 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Foodbanks still need donations. Indeed, they will need them 
more than ever. For information on local foodbanks contact: 
PHONE: 07815 534 095  
WEBSITE: http://swansea.foodbank.org.uk  
EMAIL: info@swansea.foodbank.org.uk 
or contact Leslie or Adella for further information 

 

 
GREETINGS FROM JEAN AND ROY  

One thing this lockdown has done is to make me appreciate the decision we made 
just over a year ago to move to Wales and to Swansea, in particular, to be near our 
daughter and family; especially knowing Roy would be needing regular treatment. 
We both thank the Lord that He guided us to make that decision. 
During this ‘stay at home time’, with Roy being especially vulnerable, we are 
grateful for the shopping delivered to our door and Roy being taken to hospital for 
his appointments: chemo. sessions, blood tests, bone scans etc. We would like to 
thank friends at church for their care and concern, for phone calls, letters and 
cards, the service and YouTube videos Leslie has done weekly and the hymn book 
lent to us so we could join in with gusto! 
We also appreciate our new home, the roominess of it, the link to fresh air and 
sunshine, and the communal garden. It's good to keep in touch with neighbours 
by waving, phone calls and chatting at a distance as we exercise. A few weeks ago, 
we were complaining about the lack of planning and layout.  Now we have a wild 
flower area and it's wonderful to see what nature throws up for us: colour is 
showing in the various shrubs and garden flowers. 
We are reminded of all the things we have to be thankful for in nature and in  
our human relationships. Thank the Lord for bringing these to mind and may we 
not lose sight of them when things return to a more normal existence 

Jean and Roy M 

tel:07815%20534%20095
http://swansea.foodbank.org.uk/
mailto:info@swansea.foodbank.org.uk
http://garden.it/
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DECORATED CROSSES FOR EASTER 

Thanks to some very creative people in our church family, we usually have 

a decorated cross and sometimes a whole display at the front of our 

church.  So instead, this year, various members took it upon themselves to 

do something in their own home or garden.  Here are a few of the results: 

 

Leslie’s Easter cross  Janet N’s Easter Tree 

Adella’s Easter cross with 
help from other church 

members on Gabalfa Road 

Jeanette and John’s Easter 
cross made from an old 

bird table 
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EASTER QUIZ (compiled by Yasmin Baker – Marshal, Adella’s niece)  

(I know that Easter has now gone – though Easter is actually never gone! – 
but see how much you remember about the Easter story and its associations 
ed.)  
 
 
1. Easter Island belongs to which country?   
  
2. Does Easter fall on the same day each year?   
  
3. What name is given to the Sunday before Easter?   
  
4. In 1873, which company introduced the first chocolate Easter egg in 
Britain?   
  
5. Which poet wrote the poem ‘Easter, 1916’?   
  
6. What was the name of the hill where Jesus was crucified?   
  
7. Which item of clothing is particularly associated with Easter parades?   
  
8. The Saturday before Palm Sunday is named after which biblical character?   
  
9. At the Last Supper, which food did Jesus liken to his body?   
  
10. On what day are hot cross buns traditionally eaten?   
  
11. How many pieces of silver did Judas trade the life of Jesus for?   
  
12. What precedes Ash Wednesday   
  
13. Easter Island can be found in which ocean or sea?  
  
14. What name is given to the first day of Easter Week?   
  
15. From which country does the idea of the Easter bunny originate?  
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THIS EASTER SERMON WAS WRITTEN BY THE REVD ROBERT DAVIES-

HANNEN (THE VICAR OF ST PAUL’S) FOR THEIR WEBSITE, WITH 

VALUABLE HELP FROM POOH BEAR (reproduced with permission) 

 
“‘What day is it?’ asked Pooh. 

 ‘It’s today,’ squeaked Piglet.  

‘My favourite day,’ said Pooh.”  

  

Easter Day is definitely for the Christian the favourite day of the year because 

today Mary Magdalene discovers the greatest event to happen to humankind.  

When she and the disciples woke up that first Easter morning it must have 

been a very difficult day.  

Well, something exciting was going to happen that day. 

“‘When you wake up in the morning, Pooh,’ said Piglet at 

last,‘what’s the first thing you say to yourself?’ ‘What’s for 

breakfast?’ said Pooh. ‘What do you say, Piglet?’ ‘I say, I 

wonder what’s going to happen exciting today?’ said Piglet. 

Pooh nodded thoughtfully. ‘It’s the same thing,’ he said.”  

Well, today the exciting thing is the empty tomb and the risen Jesus. It doesn’t 

get any more exciting than that. They were to be the first to realise and the 

first to experience the wonders that were to come… 

So, Mary goes down to the tomb and sees that the stone has been rolled away 

and she fears the worst. And she runs to tell Peter and the beloved disciple, 

John. Peter and John in panic went charging down to the tomb.  Was it true? 

Was Mary mistaken? Was Mary hallucinating?   

Wanting, hoping, praying it was not true that Jesus’ body had been stolen, 

they arrive at the tomb. And so, Peter and John were to 

experience the empty tomb with its linen wrappings rolled 

up in a place by itself and they believe but don’t yet 

understand.  

The disciples had been so sad and frightened at what had 

happened to Jesus their teacher, master and friend.  They had had the best and 
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the best had been snatched away from them. But now that was to change. 

They were to be catapulted into the new experience of the risen Christ and a 

new world lay in front of them. The disciples, however, wander back to their 

homes, we are told. They didn’t stick around. They left poor 

Mary crying and upset in the garden. But… 

“When life throws you a rainy day, play in the puddles.”  

 After all, “The sun still shines, even when it’s hiding”  

 

Jesus approaches a solitary Mary as she cries in the garden and she mistakes 

him for the gardener. Veiled through the mist of her tears.  Jesus calls her by 

name. And so, in the simple calling of a name, in the mere 

speaking of the name Mary, she understands, recognises and 

believes.  

Piglet: ‘How do you spell love?’  

Pooh: ‘You don’t spell it, you feel it’.”  

 

And she runs and announces to the disciples that she has 

seen the risen Lord.   

I will leave you with one final quote form our Easter Day philosopher, Winnie 

the Pooh: 

“If ever there is a tomorrow when we’re not 

together, there is something you must always 

remember, ‘You are braver than you believe, 

stronger than you seem and smarter than you 

think…’” Now "Don't walk behind me; I may not 

lead. Don't walk in front of me; I may not follow. 

Just walk beside me and be my friend… But the 

most important thing is, even if we are apart, I’ll 

always be with you.”  

Not bad for a bear. Amen.  
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PRAYER DOODLING 

(Takes about an hour. You may wish to play some soothing music. You NEED – 
paper, Bible, felt pens or coloured pencils and a black pen) 
 

1. Choose a line or short Bible passage e.g Be still and know that I am 
God.  

2. Write the line on a piece of paper, large enough for you to see it 
clearly 

3. Ask GOD to give you ONE WORD. Read the passage a few times, until 
a word jumps out to you. When you have a word, circle it. 

4. Write your WORD in the middle of the paper, like when you 
brainstorm an idea. 

5. Then, around the word WRITE every word that comes to mind. 
6. Now write your WORD in the middle of another piece of paper. 
7. This time don’t think about your WORD; instead of teasing ideas out 

of your brain, listen to the WORD. Let it speak to you. Listen to what 
GOD might be saying to you through the WORD. 

8. While you are listening 
to the WORD, start to 
draw. Doodle around 
the WORD. Let the 
movement of your hand 
help you to focus on the 
WORD and RELEASE 
ANXIETY. 

9. What do you want me to 
hear and learn? Talk to 
GOD, as in a more 
traditional way of prayer. Use words or silence. You can continue to 
doodle. 

10. Lastly – a rest-stop or cool down period before you return to the 
normal business/busyiness of life. Take a deep breath and release. 
Close your eyes. Still your mind. Rest.  

from Janet N, based on an article by artist Kay Mason in ArtServe, the 

magazine on arts and music in the life of the Church (image from 

https://www.prayerandpossibilities.com/prayer-doodles-drawing-your-mind-to-

focus/) 

https://www.prayerandpossibilities.com/prayer-doodles-drawing-your-mind-to-focus/
https://www.prayerandpossibilities.com/prayer-doodles-drawing-your-mind-to-focus/
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 A GUIDE TO WORKING WITH A FINGER LABYRINTH  

Following a labyrinth path can offer an opportunity to be inwardly observant, 
to pay attention to feelings, to explore challenges and to be open to new 
thoughts and ideas. 
 

• Place your finger labyrinth on a table or lap try, be still and gently 
breathe for a few breaths. 

• When you are ready, very slowly trace the labyrinth path with a finger 
from         and notice what you are thinking. 

• When you reach the centre, stay there for a while, think about your 
most important thought or simply rest for a few moments & breathe 
softly. 

• When you are ready, take back along the same path, think about any 
new thoughts or ideas you might have from this time.   

• Once you are back to        stop for a moment and place your hand gently 
on the whole labyrinth to mark the end of your labyrinth time. 

• You might like to draw or write about your thoughts. 
 

 

(taken from Pilgrim Paths) 
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A REFLECTION FROM MY TIME IN AUCKLAND, OCTOBER 2019  

I read on the first Sunday in Aotearoa, that 
there is a Māori term: ‘Te Ata’ which means 
Dawn and which reminds us of the significance 
of the dawning of each day and the 
opportunities of new encounters and 
experiences that each new day brings… I have 
much to write about my trip to New Zealand as 
part of the Council for World Mission’s A New 

Face Programme, a full time six-week residential immersion programme 
with the Methodist Trinity College which is designed to give participants a 
cross-cultural experience of mission.  In 2019 the focus was on the work 
and witness of ministers with disabilities; mission and justice issues facing 
people with disabilities.    
For this article I share with you part of the first reflection I wrote, some 
two weeks into the programme: “I have been 
struck by the richness of Māori culture and 
the affinity people have to their roots and 
ancestors.  From the John Kinder Theological 
Library on St John’s Campus, I have read a 
book called The Celtic Way of Prayer by 
Esther de Waal.  I feel that Celtic spirituality 
gives me spiritual roots and the chapters on Journeying, the Trinity and 
Time really speak to my time here.  The Celtic word Peregrinatio is used to 
describe the inner prompting to take an inner journey for the love of Christ 
– ready to go where the Spirit may take you, seeing yourself as a guest of 
the world - ‘hospites mundi’.  I have indeed stepped out in faith to come 
on this ANF programme and as de Waal goes onto explain in the 
Pereginatio we seek our place of resurrection, the resurrected self, the 
true self in Christ, which is for all of us our true home.  I can see that by the 

end of the experiences of this 
programme I will indeed have 
found out a lot more about myself, 
my faith and be better placed to 
discern what God is calling me to do 
on my return to the UK.”           
                        Adella        

                         

Bay of Islands, North Island 
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PASTORAL CONCERNS 

• At this very difficult time, we send our love and prayers to all those working 
on the front line, including doctors, nurses, those who provide technical 
services, porters and carers, supermarket workers, refuse collectors, 
delivery drivers, Royal Mail workers, and pharmacists. We are grateful for 
their commitment and the risks they are taking and we pray they will stay 
safe and well. 

• We remember especially our members who live alone, or in Care Homes, 
and pray they will receive the support they need to get them through this 
very difficult time.  

• We are thankful for all the efforts our church family is making to keep in 
touch with each other and for Leslie’s leadership and worship resources 
helping us to ‘be church’ despite our church building being closed. 

• We send our love and prayers to Kath D who is recovering following a fall 
in her garden when she broke several bones. Due to the Corona Crisis Kath 
has not been able to have the benefit of surgery and is suffering a lot of 
pain.                              Gwen D 

 

TOM O’MAY, a former elder in Bethel, who now lives in Haddington, east of 
Edinburgh, sends his greetings and good wishes to all his friends in Sketty. He 
is always glad to hear news of our church family. He describes himself as 
becoming increasingly incapacitated but he seems fully engaged with what’s 
happening in church life and in the world around him! Tom is a member of St 
Mary’s Parish Church (Church of Scotland) in Haddington. 

 
WCC LEADERS’ EASTER MESSAGE OF “COURAGE AND HOPE”  

The leadership of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
Central Committee shared an Easter message with the 
WCC global fellowship and friends that affirms the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead and its powerful 
liberating message:   
“This year, we observe Easter in a challenging context amid 
painful situations,” reads the message. "The COVID-19 

pandemic, which has affected the whole world, is also affecting the way Easter 
is to be celebrated.” 
Though we cannot fill the streets with processions, or express and share our 
Easter joy in church, we still share the mystery of Easter in our homes. “Yet, 
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despite these traumatic and painful situations, the message of Easter 
continues to be a joyful one of courage and hope,” reads the message. “Easter 
is a reminder and encouragement that God in Christ continues to love and care 
for the whole world, overcoming death with life, conquering fear and 
uncertainty with hope.” 
The Easter message also conveys that our God is a loving God, the source of 
life, not death: “Dear brothers and sisters, throughout the centuries, the Easter 
greeting ‘Christ is risen!’ has always infused Christians with the power and 
courage to confront death, destruction, oppression end enslavement, fear, 
doubt and uncertainty,” concludes the message. 

(The photograph shows Dr Agnes Abuom, Moderator of the Central 

Committee)  

75 YEARS SINCE DIETRICH BONHOEFER WAS EXECUTED 
Seventy-five years ago, on 9 April 1945, the German Lutheran 
theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, with six other members of 
the conspiracy to overthrow Adolf Hitler, was hanged at 
Flossenbürg execution camp in Germany. He was 39. During 
his brief life he fulfilled many roles: academic theologian and 
teacher, leading protagonist for the Confessing Church in 
Germany, pastor, seminary director and – most dramatically 
and controversially – willing participant in the German 

resistance and the conspiracy to overthrow Hitler. He also had ‘a deep 
commitment to and active involvement in the ecumenical movement.’ 
One of his key questions was: What does it mean to be the Church? 
Bonhoeffer believed the church is a body of persons gathered under the Word 
of Christ and called to proclaim and embody peace in the world. He saw the 
Church as ‘a church for others.’ ‘The Church belongs in the world and should 
identify with the world…in its strengths as well as weaknesses, its hopes as well 
as its fears.’ 
On Low Sunday 1945, the eve of his execution, in a schoolroom in the village 
of Schönberg in Bavaria, Bonhoeffer conducted a service at the request of his 
fellow‐prisoners being transported south from Buchenwald concentration 
camp. His small congregation comprised people of various nationalities, of 
various church traditions and none – an ecumenical occasion indeed. 
He had barely finished when two Gestapo officers come in: “Prisoner 
Bonhoeffer, prepare to come with us.” Everyone knew what that meant. 
Bonhoeffer whispered to a British officer, Payne Best, “This is the end, for me 



19 

 

the beginning of life,” and gave him a message for his closest English friend 
George Bell, bishop of Chichester: “Tell him, that with him I still believe in the 
reality of our Christian brotherhood which rises above all national interests and 
conflicts, and that our victory is certain.” 
An extract from an article by one of Bonhoeffer’s biographers, Dr Keith Clements, on 

the WCC website            

 
A POEM 
Another day…… 
Clouds move slowly above darkening hills 
Blue sky turns to orange and pink 
Ghostly shapes outline the horizon 
Sky turns inky black as night takes over 
Another day gone  
  
But then – slivers of light pierce the darkness 
Greyness merges into a pale blue 
Golden sunrise begins its slow ascent 
Song birds announce the awakening dawn 
Another day begins 
 
When the sun comes up, it lights the world 
When evening takes over, it gives us peace 
Let us give thanks to God each day 
For his unending love and blessings           
Another day ……Alleluia!!! 
     Pauline L 
 

TWO EASTER ACROSTICS 

Early in the morning, 

After lying in the tomb 

Securely, behind a stone, 

The women arrived to find the tomb 
was  

Empty – the linen wrappings left. 

Resurrection! 
 

Exciting, effervescent, 

Affirmative, astonishing, 

Surreal, surprising, 

Totally unbelievable, yet 

Everywhere there are people 
who 

Realise that EASTER IS TRUE! 
Janet N 
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COMMITMENT FOR LIFE 

COMMITMENT FOR LIFE is the United Reformed 

Church's Global Justice Programme. It is a way 
in which local congregations are enabled to 
participate in actions for justice around the 
world 

GENDER TRAINING:   Kerlin works for FESPAD (La Fundación de Estudios 

para la Aplicación del Derecho), a Christian Aid partner in El Salvador.  She is 
a specialist in the criminal justice programme especially with violence against 
women.  She explained how they put a great deal of effort into educating 
women of their rights in law.  Men feel above the 
law.  Women who have been assaulted often do not 
know the changes in the law and therefore do not file 
complaints. The women used to have to go to the police 
to file a complaint but now they do not always have to do 
so. This change is not well known so FESPAD arranged 
training by producing a CD so that women know their 
rights and can defend them.  Each Municipality must now 
have a centre to help women who have been abused.   
Municipal groups in Ciudad Delgado, made up of women 
from different organisations, have been set up to provide training on the legal 
framework and legal rights.  Firstly, they work with the women to empower 
them but have started working on gender awareness in men's groups.  The 
progress is slow as some men will not come if they know what the topic 
is.  Masculinity training called "Strong Families" looks at different roles within 
a family and other styles of leadership.  The whole family can take part in this 
one-day workshop.  They divide into different groups but come together to 
share how they feel and what they have learnt.  They then look at the problems 
and try to think of ways to minimise these.  There is a great need to get this 
education out into society, especially amongst the least educated.  It is also 
recognised that the council members need training too. 
Although a successful lawyer, Kerlin does not see herself as equal in society as 
the gender divide is so ingrained.  However, she feels that her role in life is the 
bigger battle of tackling the higher authorities on gender issues. 

Mary J  



21 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2020 
Even in the darkest moments, 
love gives hope. Love compels us 
to fight against coronavirus 
alongside our sisters and 
brothers living in poverty. Love 
compels us to stand together in 
prayer with our neighbours near 
and far. Love compels us to give and act as one.  
Christian Aid Week gives us an opportunity to Celebrate And share the 
life saving work Christian Aid undertakes with your support. In these 
challenging times many churches have already made bold steps, 
streaming services online and harnessing technology and social media 
to reach out to communities. In this way we hope that our supporters 
will be able to continue their support and fundraising. You will be able 
to sign up for unique events during Christian Aid Week itself including 
a daily quiz and live stream worship events from the 10th to 16th May. 
I very much hope that you feel empowered and supported to join us in 
celebration of Christian Aid Week this year and that some of these 
virtual ideas on offer can strengthen you and your community as we 
pray for all those affected by this new virus. We will continue to keep 
in touch sharing new resources with you as we move closer to 
Christian Aid Week. 
Love never fails. Coronavirus impacts all of us. But love unites us all. 

 
Christian Aid Week Team 
 
For information about ways of marking Christian Aid Week 2020 see: 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/christian-aid-week/coronavirus-

guidance?utm_source=christianaid&utm_medium=email&utm_content=img-

body-CAWGuidanceButton&utm_campaign=20200403-CA-CAW-Org-2 

 

The Christian Aid Week resources are now live and available on the 

above website. Please make use of them as you can. [ed.] 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/christian-aid-week/coronavirus-guidance?utm_source=christianaid&utm_medium=email&utm_content=img-body-CAWGuidanceButton&utm_campaign=20200403-CA-CAW-Org-2
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/christian-aid-week/coronavirus-guidance?utm_source=christianaid&utm_medium=email&utm_content=img-body-CAWGuidanceButton&utm_campaign=20200403-CA-CAW-Org-2
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/about-us/christian-aid-week/coronavirus-guidance?utm_source=christianaid&utm_medium=email&utm_content=img-body-CAWGuidanceButton&utm_campaign=20200403-CA-CAW-Org-2
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HELLO OR MAYBE THAT SHOULD BE ‘G’DAY’ TO ALL OUR FRIENDS AT UCS. 

It is now 8 weeks since we left Swansea for Australia. How the world has 
changed in that time! As most of you will know, we were travelling here for 
the arrival of Sarah and Donald’s third child, but he 
actually beat us to it! Henry William put in an 
appearance on Thursday 13th February, two weeks early. 
So as you can imagine when we arrived in Australia two 
days later there was great excitement and celebrations 
all round.   
When we arrived it was the end of the summer here, so 
wall to wall sunshine and temperatures in the mid 30’s. 
Donald was working in the city, Olivia in school and Lily in 
day-care 3 days a week, so we were soon into a routine 
of dropping off, collecting from school, shopping, cooking. We were also able 
to spend time with Sarah and the baby during the day. Obviously, we were 
aware of coronavirus before we left the U.K., but at that time had no idea of 
the implications it would have for the whole world. So we were able to visit 
the beautiful parks and beaches and, on one beach, a wonderful sculpture 
exhibition. In addition to a new grandson we were able to share Sarah’s 40th 
birthday celebrations on March 8th with some of their friends and their 
children. The weather again was beautiful so all the celebrations were 
outside. We even managed to make a surprise chocolate cake with the girls, 
decorating it and hiding it without it melting, until the actual day.   
We know that a number of you have visited and know Perth, but for those 
who don’t here’s a little bit about it. It is one of the most isolated cities in the 
world, the nearest city of any size is Adelaide to the east, which is 1300 miles 
away. To the west is thousands of miles of Indian Ocean. Perth is set just 
inland from the coast on the Swann River which provided a good harbour for 
the early settlers with the township of Fremantle at the mouth of the river. 
Fremantle is a Port town with a notorious Prison for convicts transported 
from Great Britain, built by the prisoners themselves.   
Sarah and Donald live midway between the city and the beach (about 10 
mins drive in either direction) and there are miles of glorious beaches (with 
free parking). However, 4 weeks ago visits to all of theses places stopped as 
we were placed in lockdown like yourselves.  So we now have Donald 
working from home, Olivia doing home schooling and Lily doing a bit of 
everything! Like everyone else life has changed beyond belief. Whilst there 
are some limits, supermarkets here don’t seem to have the shortages you 
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have been experiencing in the U.K. The numbers 
of coronavirus cases here again seem relatively 
small but it may be that Perth is a few weeks 
behind the U.K.      
We now find ourselves doing different activities, 
Ian and Donald have built a ‘cubby house’ for 
the children which has been used as a cafe, vets, 
flower shop and dragon rescue centre so far. 

Craft activities abound, as do games. Locally, the children have painted 
rainbows everywhere and hung teddies and soft toys outside with messages 
of hope, which is wonderful to see.     
We have followed Leslie’s messages, which helps us feel closer to you all and 
helps us know a little of what is going on back in Swansea. We are due to fly 
home on 2nd June, but we don’t know whether that will be the case or not at 
the moment. Just before we left Swansea, Olivia in her excitement at our 
forthcoming arrival said ‘Nanna, granddad, you’ll be with us for all our 
birthdays, will you still be here for Christmas too?’ The answer to that doesn’t 
seem quite as clear cut as it did then, but we hope we shall see you all in the 
not too distant future! Until then please take this as a personal message, stay 
safe, take care of each other in whatever way you can. We send our love and 
thoughts across the miles.   

God bless, Ian and Chris H 
 
5th BIRTHDAY AND SPECIAL HYMN  

We were to have celebrated our birthday on May 31st. Clearly, this will not now 
be happening. However, we will celebrate our formation as a Uniting Church 
when circumstances allow. In the meantime, we are calling all budding poets 
to write a verse to go with the chorus of the hymn ‘Come and join the 
celebration’ (Singing the Faith, No. 196).  Please e-mail your contributions to 
me. I’m really looking forward to reading them!   

Leslie 
 

Our shared SUNDAY LUNCHES will not be held for the foreseeable future. We 
will keep members informed about the resumption of these popular occasions.  
Any queries, please contact Pauline:   
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WESLEY CLUB:  As we are in lock down for an unspecified time, regretfully we 
can not arrange any further meetings for the time being. As soon as we get 
‘back to normal’, we will be doing our best to continue with our programme 
asap and will keep you advised. 
Stay safe… Pauline 
 
COVER TO COVER won’t be meeting for the foreseeable future. But please 
keep in touch, keep reading and tell us about the books you’ve been reading. 
 

AN APPEAL – FOR CARE BEARS! 

I know that we all try to be caring bears, 
but, do you, or anyone you know, own a 
Care Bear? You know those different colour 
teddy bears with a logo on their tummy. 
"Not A Panto" have a good number but are 
in need of a few more. So, please will you 
ask around to see if your child, grandchild, 
neighbour or friend have any which we 
could borrow? When our activities resume, come to the show and see how we 
are going to use them. Many.  

Jan C 

    

 

…which just goes to confirm that 

being the church is essentially about 

people being in relationship with God in 

Christ, with or without buildings. Let’s 

hope we learn this lesson for the 

future (ed.) 

Cartoon sent in by Janet and Jan 
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FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES  
(Thanks to Anne C for sending this in; I suspect we’ll all need some help with 
some of the questions! [ed]. Answers next month) 
Work out the names of plants or flowers from the following clues (e.g. Clue: 
Soup is made with this. Answer: Stock. Easy!) 
 
1. A kingdom and a vehicle in reverse........................................... 

2. A sure way to wealth................................................................. 

3. These birds do not do this......................................................... 

4. A religious man’s headgear....................................................... 

5. A tapering structure with one vowel added twice ................... 

6. This lady may be a little staid.................................................... 

7. A musical instrument................................................................ 

8. Mogalpienu (anagram)............................................................. 

9. This man is certainly not sour................................................... 

10. A biblical character and an animal............................................ 

11. Burns thought it worthy of a poem........................................... 

12. Part of the face.......................................................................... 

13. Sometimes found under ‘Z’ in a child’s ABC.............................. 

14. The unmarried male might use these........................................ 

15. To be found in a famous cathedral............................................ 

16. An alcoholic sweetmeat............................................................. 

17. The galaxy or universe................................................................ 

18. Groups of birds........................................................................... 

19. Not a complimentary name for a male....................................... 

20. This is a great policy.................................................................... 

21. Dog and tie get mixed up with a vowel....................................... 

22. Ynthicah (anagram)..................................................................... 

23. Part of a famous explorer plus one consonant and two vowels 

........................................................ 

24. An evergreen and a wine............................................................. 

THANKS: Joyce J would like to thank everyone for their greetings on her 90th 
birthday. A very "different " birthday but made special by the many greetings 
I received. Thank you everyone. You are all in my prayers at this unusual time. 
Stay safe everyone.  
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This new poem by Max Boyce was sent in by Linda and Jan 
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WEEKLY PROGRAMME 

 
NB The normal weekly programme is as follows, but for the foreseeable 

future all these activities are suspended. 

• Sunday services:     
10.30am (including Adventurers for children) 
6.00 pm  

• Sunday lunch is arranged once a month in Yr Hen Dderwen. You are most 
welcome to join us. Please contact one of the leadership team. 

• The following are held during term-time: 
Monday 2.00pm  Folk dancing 
  7.00pm  Wesley Club 
Tuesday 2.00-4.00pm Craft Group 
  5.00-6.00pm Rainbows 
  6.15-7.30pm Brownies 
Wednesday 10.00-11.30am Sunbeams: Play Group 
  7.30pm  Sketty Madcaps 

• House Groups, Faith and Fellowship, Cover to Cover and Reel to Real 
Groups are held on a monthly basis throughout the year. Everyone 
welcome. Please contact one of the leadership team for details. 

• Room hire: A range of larger and smaller rooms is available for hire. 
Folding chairs and folding tables are available. All bookings are subject to 
Methodist terms and conditions. Further information available on 
request. For booking enquiries and heating requirements please 
contact: Kath and Bill D 

 
A PRAYER 

Lord of the Spring, 
have compassion on your world 
at this time of concern and anxiety, 
when fear dulls the colour of flowers and the song of birds,  
and the miracle of the new season has lost its wonder. 
Lord of the Spring,  
although winter has gone and the days are lengthening, 
we still live in the dark prison of uncertainty, 
worrying constantly about what may happen tomorrow. 
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Lord of the Garden, 
be our comfort in our Gethsemane, 
in the fear and trembling of our confusion 
at not knowing where to turn or how to escape. 
Lord of the Garden, 
strengthen us in our weakness 
and grant us the confidence to yield fully to your will, 
accepting every day as it comes. 

Lord of the Resurrection,  
help us to see beyond the Golgotha of our situation – 
beyond the mountains of our anxieties 
to the plains of freedom and wonder. 
Lord of the Resurrection, 
plant the Spirit of the im-mortal Christ in the depths of our souls – 
the Spirit that is able to lift us from our mortality; 
and let the Spring flower again in our lives. 

Alun Lenny, in Y Tyst, the weekly newspaper of the Welsh Congregational 
Union (tr. Editor) 

 

24 MAY 2020:  ALDERSGATE DAY OR WESLEY DAY  
This is the day we celebrate and give thanks for the spiritual experience that 
inspired and empowered John Wesley. In his own very familiar words: ‘In the 

evening I went very unwillingly to a society in 
Aldersgate Street, where one was reading 
Luther’s “Epistle to the Romans”. About a 
quarter before nine, while he was describing the 
change which God works in the heart through 
faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. 

I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation: and an assurance was given 
me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of 
sin and death.’ Later in his life he wrote: ‘A Methodist is one who has the love 
of God shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him; one who 
loves the Lord his God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his 
mind, and with all his strength. God is the joy of his heart, and the desire of his 
soul; which is constantly crying out. “Whom have I in heaven but Thee? And 
there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee! My God and my all! Thou art 
the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever”.’ May it be so for us! 
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'WHAT DO YOU VALUE ABOUT BEING IN A UNITING CHURCH?' 

As we approach our fifth anniversary as a uniting church, I asked the other 

four supernumery ministers (retired ministers, in normal language!) in our 

church to reflect on this question. They were given complete freedom to 

respond in their own way. Here are their responses (in alphabetical order) and 

I’ve added mine at the end: 

John Atkinson responded as follows:  

Received wisdom and Methodist protocol tend to discourage ministers from 

returning to former pastures in retirement. But since we had, in the meantime, 

acquired a house in Swansea and had maintained friendships at Sketty, it was 

not a difficult decision to make UCS our new home church. Hopefully, this 

explains why we maintain a relatively low profile: unruly retired ministers can 

be a real pain! 

Kim was already established at Bethel when we were in Sketty but, in truth, 

though we met as ministers, there was not really a lot of real contact between 

our congregations. Denominational histories have led to parallel and often 

duplicating ministries which, whilst comforting us with the security of the 

familiar – worship patterns, hymnbooks etc – they have too often undermined 

our public witness, which hasn’t really been enhanced very much by occasional 

ecumenical shindigs.  

So, coming back to a Uniting Church meant joining a group of Christians already 

growing together. Although there were many familiar (if older) faces there 

were many who had joined since we left for Berlin. For us there was and is no 

difference between those we knew and those whom we were getting to know 

for the first time. I guess that being minister for a uniting congregation in Barry 

for a couple of years before retirement made the Sketty circumstances 

unremarkable. 

Whether within or between Churches, there will always be differences of 

emphasis between groups of Christians with different backgrounds, but if we 

can focus our attention on what it means to confess “Jesus is Lord” we can only 

grow in faith together. Uniting Church Sketty shows every sign of being able to 
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do that. May we know God’s blessing as we seek to honour Jesus’ prayer that 

we be all one. 

 

This was Frieder Kreschnak’s response: 

In the age of lockdown, I seem to be moved towards increasing reflection – 
and writing about it (without being offended if nobody takes any notice)! 
When Grace and I moved to Loughor one of our main priorities, being 
Methodists, was to find the nearest Methodist Church, in which we would be 
welcome and feel at home. Just about the nearest one was the Uniting Church 
in Sketty. We approached it with sceptical trepidation! The name of the church 
reminded us of a church I had once been called upon to lead – one of the most 
traumatic experiences in my ministry. 
 
That church, the location and denomination of which shall remain unnamed, 
called itself a united church. During our time there they celebrated their 40th 
anniversary of being united. One of the features I always look out for in a 
united church is if its members easily give away their denominational origin by 
the way they speak and by the way they live together ecclesiastically. It did not 
take me very long at all to tell one lot of sheep apart from the other. They had 
had 40 years to become united, but they were that only by name. The reality 
looked very different. One part dominated and controlled the other; not only 
the other, but also their minister, because he was a Methodist, who would also 
need to submit! Sadly, I had to curtail my appointment there, because there 
was no purpose in my continuing. 
 
Hence our apprehension when we first came to UCS. What made us sit up, 
though, was that it was called “uniting”. We detected a hint of honesty there! 
This church does not claim to be united, does not boast to have arrived yet; 
but we have discovered that you are much more united than the previously 
mentioned church which called itself united! So: congratulations! 
It's difficult to tell the denominational origin of members apart, unless it slips 
out naturally in conversation. The pastoral care for each other over any 
previous denominational boundaries is truly remarkable. The way the church 
here goes about its business and organisation is also to be complimented on. 
We are experiencing a kind of healing from the trauma that still threatens to 
cast such a shadow over our lives. 
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So God is using you, Uniting Church Sketty! Whatever imperfections, 
weaknesses and shortcomings you may be (self-)aware of (you are after all a 
church full of humans!), give yourselves a pat on the back on this year's church 
anniversary. Let us confidently, trustingly and faithfully persevere together! 
 

And now the reflections of our oldest (or do I mean senior?) supernumery! 

An octogenarian’s answer to a question about today always involves looking 
back.  It’s just like stepping back to kick a goal.  I was infected with ecumenism 
as a student at Swansea University and it has never left me.  I still look forward 
to the visible union of Christ’s Church on earth. Those days before councils of 
churches existed were exciting.  The Ecumenical Society of Wales was a voice 
crying in the wilderness, led by the Blaendulais Ecumenical Centre. It was one 
of the founding organisations when the Council of Churches of Wales was 
formed in 1956.   
 
Port Talbot was a wonderful place for a minister in the fifties and sixties, 
especially a new one.  The churches shared in the prosperity of the boom town. 
In 1956 there was no unity among either Free Churches or Anglicans (a new 
deanery was created). That changed radically.  Later, the fraternal contained 
eighteen Free Church ministers and ten Anglicans.  I was charged with 
contacting all churches on the matter of forming a council of churches and 
drawing up a constitution, then becoming the secretary. We were told that this 
was the most active and “successful” council of churches in Wales.  In Clapham, 
Ewell, Manselton and Bamford I performed similar roles, though, each time,  
in different local circumstances.  When at Manselton I was privileged to be 
Ecumenical Adviser to the Bishop’s College of Saint Mary to encourage mission 
in Swansea.  I served on the Board of the London Missionary Society for some 
ten years and for eight on its India Committee. Experiences that further fed my 
ecumenical zeal. 
 
Sadly, most of that ecumenical sharing is no more. There were two particular 
disappointments, in my first ministry and my second.  The detailed plan for a 
united Welsh Congregational/Methodist church on Baglan Moors, with two 
worship areas and a communal place for coffee did not come to fruition.   
At Clapham the Methodist minister retired a year after I arrived.  The church 
was moved to the Wandsworth Circuit.  His successor told me that 
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Wandsworth was his priority.  So I led major festivals, midweek services and 
four months of evening services. The Methodists said they did not want union. 
 
All of this helps me see how wonderful it is now to belong to a uniting church. 
More than a paper union, I believe Sketty has a genuine uniting of people in 
sharing, loving commitment – to Christ, his mission and each other – led by 
Leslie who has guided us well in all of this.  I thank God.  

Ivor Rees 
 

Linda Woollacott recalls ‘An unforgettable weekend’ 

It was a weekend like no other, littered with God moments that included a 
floral archway signifying a wedding without a bride and groom but of two 
equal partners. 
 
I was back in Swansea that May, in the beginning weeks of Sabbatical, to 
further the process of purchasing my future home.  The Saturday morning 
stunner was to be told that the vendor knew me and was waiting inside.  There 
was Sandra McCarry, one of our UCS church members, whom I had met 4 years 
before at her son’s wedding in Sandfields Methodist Church.  Sandra’s Mum, 
whose home it had been, was a Christian and church musician, so the Christian 

link in this home would continue. 
 
On Sunday morning, I discovered the church had 
a floral archway outside. Assuming a wedding 
had taken place, instead I was delightedly part 
of a wedding about to take place.  For this was 
the service to formally mark the union of the 
Bethel URC and Sketty Methodist as Uniting 
Church Sketty.  The welcome received, the joy of 
that occasion, the style of worship and knowing 
that the future would be ecumenical, came 
together as one.  
 

I knew then that I had found my spiritual home too. My first ministerial posting 
was in Pembrokeshire, the largest church in my care was Albany, in 
Haverfordwest, which is a joint URC/ Methodist Church.  From the outset I was 
received under the auspices of both denominations and have been ecumenical 
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ever since.  I even lived in a URC manse for 7 years!  
Whenever my ministerial wanderings have led me 
into single denomination postings, I have striven to 
make local ecumenical links work.  We have far more 
in common with each other than the things that 
divide us.  
 
Well, that was 5 years ago.   I give thanks for both the homes God directed me 
to that weekend, I am continually blessed in both of them.  Here is looking to 
whatever the future may bring.                         (photos by Janet N) 
 
Reflections by the editor, Noel Davies: 

Being a member of Uniting Church Sketty has been quite a dramatic change 
for me. I was a child, a young member and a minister in Welsh-language 
churches in Glamorgan, Cardiganshire, Carmarthenshire and Swansea. Now 
for the first time, I’m in an English-language church. It’s meant a change in 
Christian culture and ethos as well as language. For the first time, too, Pat and 
I are members in the same church. It’s good to be going to church together 
and to treasure the Congregational and Reformed traditions that have shaped 
us in so many ways! It’s worth saying, too, that we met through the Student 
Christian Movement in Bangor University, so that the natural ecumenical ethos 
of SCM has been at the heart of our relationship from the beginning.  
 
But what I celebrate more than anything about UCS is our fundamental 
emphasis on our being an ‘uniting’ people (‘uniting’ not ‘united’, of course, not 
something already accomplished and achieved but something in process of 
being fulfilled and perfected, open to new possibilities and new relationships). 
My first involvement with the ecumenical movement in Wales goes back to 
1975 when I became secretary of the Department of Ecumenical Action of the 
Council of Churches for Wales. Two years later I became first full-time General 
Secretary of that Council and of the Commission of the Covenanted Churches. 
From 1990 until 1998, I was General Secretary of Cytûn: Churches Together in 
Wales. All this gave me vast experience of the ecumenical movement – its 
achievements and frustrations – in Wales, in Britain and Ireland, in Europe and 
worldwide. Then (while being a part-time lecturer in Trinity College, 
Carmarthen and Cardiff University) I became the minister of the newly-formed 
ecumenical pastorate in Swansea and Clydach (Congregational and 
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Presbyterian, with close ties to the Methodist church in Clydach that was 
worshipping by then in one of ‘my’ churches, which is now Capel y Nant). So 
most of my ministry has been ecumenical, one way or another! 
 
Being in UCS is, in many ways, the culmination of this varied ecumenical 
experience. Here, what I’ve shared in, encouraged and helped to shape over 
the years, comes naturally! Here we just belong together, and we don’t need 
to struggle to maintain ecumenical relationships. The challenge must continue 
to be, of course, to treasure both our Methodist and Reformed traditions, to 
be open to fuller unity with other Christian traditions, to nurture what they 
bring to the life of our congregation and to celebrate the richness of worship, 
faith and witness that they contribute to our Christian life in a uniting church. 
And all this, of course, in the Spirit of Pentecost!  
 

 

 

 (Images from http://chriskidd.co.uk/tag/assembly/, 

http://footprintsfromthebible.blogspot.com/2010/05/pentecost.html and 

https://www.cbts.edu/the-outward-spiral-of-pentecost/) 

‘When the day of Pentecost 

came, they were all together 

in one place… They saw 

what seemed to be tongues 

of fire that…came to rest on 

each of them. All of them 

were filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to 

speak…as the Spirit enabled 

them.’ (Acts 2.1 & 4) 

https://www.cbts.edu/the-outward-spiral-of-pentecost/
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 WELCOME TO UNITING CHURCH SKETTY 

Over the last six months we’ve been teasing out the meaning of 

the UCS mission statement that appears on our website. As we 

end our reflections, we’re approaching Pentecost. The early 

church’s experience on the day of Pentecost helps us, I think, to 

gather together our thoughts on the mission statement: 

 

Let’s start with an obvious question: What does it mean to be a church today? Luke 
sets out some key aspects of the life of the early Christians in Jerusalem that could 
help us to answer this question in our setting (see Acts 2.42): 
 
‘They devoted themselves…’: Christian life, then and now, is about commitment, 
commitment to God, Father, Son and Spirit; commitment to each other within the 
church, locally and globally; commitment to witness and service to those in need 
wherever they are in the world.  One translation says something slightly different: 
‘they met together constantly’. Meeting is at the heart of being a church – face 
to face, but also in other ways, as is happening now. Gathering and being in 
fellowship is central to our growth as the whole people of God. So committed 
meeting is central. 
 
‘…to the apostles teaching’: Christian growth depends on Christian teaching. We 
are called to explore the faith we have received from the past and to interpret and 
apply it today. And this means questions as well as answers! 
 
‘…to share the common life’: the account Luke gives at the end of Acts 2 shows 
a very radical approach: sharing everything, owning nothing. Too radical for us 
probably, but a reminder that Christian community or fellowship is about mutual 
caring, a shared concern, supporting one another (not least at a time like this), 
compassionate relationships and strengthening the weak. 
 
‘…to the breaking of bread’: for them it was a simple act of bringing to mind 
Jesus’ last supper with his disciples (some of whom were present in Jerusalem) 
and of remembering his death for them and for all. When we celebrate 
communion, we reach back to this early ‘breaking of bread’. 
 
‘and to prayer’: Prayer was at the heart of the Jewish community in which these 
Christians had been nurtured. It was for them, as for us, a means of placing them 
in tune with God in the Holy Spirit. It’s not about fine words – but we must take 
care over the words of our public prayers in worship, It’s just as much about silence 
‘waiting for …God to speak’ (R.S.Thomas). 
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