
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worm’s Head 

Snowdonia 

The hills and the seas praise you, O God 

Be still and know that I am God! 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 
Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C                   
 

• During Lockdown Sunday worship is held on Zoom. See Leslie’s article 
for details. 

• Communion is normally celebrated in one morning service and one 
evening service each month  

• An induction loop and large print hymnbooks are available 

• Creche available on request – please speak to a steward or elder 

 

This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the 
visually impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on 
memory stick for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a 

particular Sunday.   Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine 

via email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  

 

NOTE: THE MAGAZINE IS BEING PUBLISHED AS USUAL. IT CONTINUES TO 
BE AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF OUR KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH ONE 

ANOTHER AND OF BEING REMINDED OF GOD’S CALL AND PROMISE TO US.  
SO PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND ITEMS TO THE EDITOR.                  

 SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the September Magazine to be sent to Noel D) by 

23 August 2020 at the latest.      
Issue date: Sunday, 30 August. 

 

Contacting Us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 
9AH        Website: www.unitingchurchSketty.org.uk 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 
Dear Friends 
It looks like we’re all going to be wearing masks in the 
future – whether by encouragement or by law.  It’s not 
something we’re used to, and it’s probably not 
something we’ll enjoy doing.  But as we know, they 
protect us and they protect others and so wearing them 
will become part of our ‘new normal’.  We’re grateful to those in 
our congregation who have busy making masks with donations going to 
Christian Aid.  If you would like one, I’m sure Linda J will be able to oblige! 
(And I’m grateful to my Mum who made this mask for me!) 
 
But these aren’t the only sort of masks that we wear.  We also wear 
‘psychological masks’.  Masks which hide the truth of our identities, the 
secrets that we wish to conceal, as we pretend to be something that we’re 
not.  Maybe we wear different masks depending on who we are with – 
each time projecting a false image of who we are.  This can become 
damaging to our psyche and ultimately means we are living a lie.  And 
then of course there are masks that we wear for the sake of others:  If 
you’ve ever pushed aside your own grief to help someone else grieving, or 
battled exhaustion for someone else who is tired, or faked happiness 
when inside you’ve been crying, these too are masks. 
 
The thing about our coronavirus masks is, we take them off when we are 
home, when we are safe.  And it’s the same for the other kinds of masks 
that we wear.  When we know we are safe, we can take them off as well.  
And the ultimate place of safety is when we are with God.  For God sees 
into our hearts (1 Samuel 16:7) and deeply understands the choices that 
we make.  And says to each one of us ‘there is nothing you can do to make 
me love you more, and nothing you can do to make me love you less’. 
And so, even as we start to don our masks to go outside, let us trust God 
enough to love us the way we are, but too much to leave us that way. 
 
With love,  

Leslie 
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ZOOM WORSHIP  

The building’s closed, we meet on Zoom 
And so it’s not all gloom and doom! 
God’s presence with us we’ll assume, 
Till corporate worship will resume! 
 

After about a month of doing Zoom worship, things seem to be going well, 

and we have had around 100 people join us each Sunday on about 80 

devices.  I’m hugely grateful to Les who has helped so many people get 

onto Zoom, tirelessly working out problems and having ‘test zooms’; to 

Amy, Elizabeth, Alan and Geoff who so far have been co-hosts, admitting 

people and renaming them so we can see who they are, muting people, 

running the Powerpoint and the hymn videos. 

I’m also extremely grateful to our retired ministers and local preachers 

who alternate with me in producing a Worship from Home sheet (which 

still goes out by email and post each week) and who will then ‘preach’ in 

the Zoom worship. 

If you’ve not already joined us, I encourage you to give it a try.  Each Zoom 

worship lasts around 30 minutes, and we then break into groups for 

‘virtual coffee’.  Feel free to invite friends and family around the country 

(and the world!).  Distance is no barrier to Zoom! 

If you want to join email unitingchurchsketty@gmail.com  for log in details 

The ‘Mini Lockdown Plan’ for July and August is as follows: 

5 July Alan Cram 
12 July John Atkinson 
19 July Pam Cram 
26 July Leslie Noon 
 

2 Aug Heather Coleman 
9 Aug Leslie Noon 
16 Aug Frieder Kreschnak 
23 Aug Leslie Noon 
30 Aug Ivor Rees 

Leslie 
 

mailto:unitingchurchsketty@gmail.com
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING (July & August) 

WEEK ONE  
We continue to pray for all those families who have lost loved ones during 
the Coronavirus pandemic, and for our congregation who are having to stay 
in their own homes during lockdown. Give them strength and courage to 
endure this hardship, but also to know that by doing this they are keeping 
themselves safe.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK TWO 
During the Coronavirus pandemic we thank God, that even though families 
have suffered tragedies, we have also seen that rivers, seas and the air are 
cleaner because pollution has decreased. We have been able to hear birds 
sing in the peace and quiet around us. We pray for the work of A Rocha, as 
staff have been furloughed and they look for a new base in London.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK THREE 
We thank God, that, even though our church building is closed, the church is 
not closed and will not close. As people of God, we ARE the church. We now 
have new and different ways of sharing our message through technology. We 
pray that we can also reach out in other ways, to those who do not have the 
means to use technology.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK FOUR 

We pray for the people who live in Wimmerfield Drive, Avenue and 
Cres., Fairy Grove, Landor Avenue, Keats Grove, Dylan Road, Goetre Fach 
and Dunvant Roads.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
PASTORAL CONCERNS  

As we move into a slightly more relaxed phase of lockdown many of us will 
have the opportunity to see friends and family, but also face new 
challenges.  We pray for the confidence to do what is safe; the wisdom to be 
cautious when necessary; and that everyone will stay safe and well. 

• We remember those awaiting treatment and/or surgery and pray they will 
be not have to endure pain and suffering for too long. 
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• Thank you to the people who are shopping, the Pastoral Visitors, and the 
wider church community who continue to support each other. 

• We pray for Tom B and his family and hope that Tom will make a good 
recovery following his treatment in hospital. 

• It's good to welcome home Chris and Ian after an extended period away 
and to know their journey home went well.  

• Congratulations to Eleanor K who is due to take up a Junior Doctor post at 
Macclesfield Hospital; we wish Eleanor well in her new role. 

• We give thanks for Leslie’s continued support and leadership and for all 
those who are supporting her; and for the way in which those who are less 
technical have embraced new technology, enabling them to share in our 
online service and other events. 

Gwen D 
 

ECO-CHURCH AWARD 

UCS recently achieved 
its BRONZE ECO-
AWARD.  
Preparations were 
well underway to 
apply for our SILVER 
AWARD, until lock-
down hit us. Because 
our building is closed 
our Brownies and 

Rainbows were unable to make bird feeders, which were to contribute to the 
silver award. The community orchard project, based at St. Paul’s, is, of course, 
on hold, as is the beach clean-up/litter pick. 
However, if you are able, and if you would like to help us to gain our silver 
award, and this includes our young people and adults, perhaps you would 
consider making a bird feeder. There are plenty of ideas on videos on YouTube 
to help you, but you may have your own ideas. 
The bird feeders, we hope, will eventually be hung on the trees in the vicarage 
field. They need to be weather resistant and easy to refill. And some would 
add that they need to be squirrel proof! I must admit that every bird feeder 
which I have purchased from the RSPB has failed miserably! So, let’s see if we 
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can make better ones than the RSPB (The Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds). 
Another suggestion is to make nesting boxes. Any woodworkers or carpenters 
who be willing to help? Again, there are ideas on YouTube videos. If you have 
tools but no wood or wood to share but no tools, please let me know. The bird 
boxes would also be put up in the vicarage field. 
If, when you have made the above items, you have nowhere to store them, let 
me know and I will keep them in my garage. 
Please take photos as you make them, so that we have evidence to show A 
Rocha (the charity which gives the Eco Awards). 
If possible, at the end of August or beginning of September, we hope to do a 
church litter pick/beach clean-up. This is something we can do at a safe 
distance from one another, wearing protective gloves etc., using grabbers and 
large bin bags. More details will be available in the near future as government 
guidelines change (keep up to date by looking at our KEEP IN TOUCH Facebook 
GROUP). If, however, you are able to go out locally and you know there is an 
area near you which needs tidying and cleaning now, please do so, but, only if 
it is safe. Please consider helping your neighbourhood/community by tidying 
it. Ensure that you have protective gear. If you are uncertain about whether 
you should do this ....DON’T. If you do, please take photos. 
The flower beds in the church have some new plants (see photo), to encourage 
butterflies, bees and other insects, to make the area more eco-friendly. Many 
thanks to Adella and Alan, who have been watering the plants during the 
recent very dry spell. 
From September 6th, on one Sunday during the year we are encouraged to 
celebrate CLIMATE SUNDAY. This gives us a chance to think about the future 
of our planet and our lifestyles, and give thanks for all that we have and who 
we are. 

Janet N 
 

The criteria for the silver award cover the same 11 topics as the bronze award 
across the three broad areas of spiritual living, practical giving and global living, 
but set a more demanding standard, requiring (for example) active 
participation by members, care for creation reflected regularly in worship and 
involvement in local network events. A silver award should be achievable by 
any eco-congregation which is taking its responsibility to care for creation 
seriously. 
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THE COUNCIL FOR WORLD MISSION RELEASES “I CAN’T BREATHE” 
STATEMENT, INVITING ALL TO CONFRONT INJUSTICE 

The Council for World Mission – of which the URC is 

a member Church -   published a statement on June 

11, entitled “I Can’t Breathe,” reflecting that black 

and minority ethnic communities, as well as migrant 

workers, are treated as cheap and disposable labour, 

frequently denied equal rights, wages and dignity. 
 

“COVID-19 reveals the pandemic of 
inequality that is all around us,” reads the 
statement. “These statistics and realities 
frame lives, deaths and a system.” We live 
within the very hostile context of two 
strikingly different worlds – the world of 
the privileged and that of the under-
privileged, the world of the whites and that of the blacks and browns, the 
world of the haves and that of the haves not, the statement continues. 
“These two worlds are the outcome of entrenched racism, which fuels 
systemic violence against black people and ethnic minorities, perpetuates 
injustices and breeds poverty.” 

We must rise up against this 
pandemic of injustice and the racism 
and legacies of slavery which 
underpin it, urges the statement.  
 
“We, the Christian community, have 
just observed the season of Pentecost 

when we celebrated how the Spirit of God is 
breathed out anew upon the disciples,” the text 
concludes. “This act of breathing, upon the 
grieving disciples, symbolises a new creation, a 
breaking out of new life in the midst of death, 
depression and despair.” 
 

[FROM https://www.cwmission.org/i-cant-breathe/] 



9 
 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE METHODIST 
CONFERENCE, THE REVD DR BARBARA GLASSON  

 It is with outrage and deep sorrow that we 
have witnessed the recent brutal killing of 
George Floyd in the United States. 
But outrage and sorrow are not a sufficient 
response to racism and inequality in 
society. How to begin a process of change? 
It starts with self-examination and listening 

to the people whose lives are affected by discrimination and hate.  
This week I received these words from a Methodist living in south London: 
“The young people whom I have worked with for over the last 15 years have 
felt the impact of racism in every institution they have been part of from 
schools, to university, to various work places, and other than local support 
and informal church networks they have not found the Methodist Church 
as a place that speaks up for them.” 
As your President, I start by saying I am sorry. Sorry for being silent when 
we should have spoken out against the everyday injustices that affect 
BAME communities. I am sorry that, despite our efforts, we have not done 
enough for those who feel excluded and we need to do better. We know 
this includes people of all ages from the Windrush generation to the very 
young. I am sorry when we have not listened carefully enough and not 
challenged the assumptions of white privilege and bias. 
Repentance can lead us to change, to embody a gracious, loving spirit of 
inclusion and understanding. There is no excuse for racism. All people are 
made in God’s image.  We are one body in Christ Jesus. 
I hope we can listen more carefully to the voices of BAME members, 
especially younger people, who face racism, discrimination and violence on 
a daily basis. Then our Church must be brave, speak out, speak up and 
challenge racism wherever we find it, especially when we find it in 
ourselves.   
I have been in contact with the Vice-President who joins me in supporting 
this statement. 

The Revd Dr Barbara Glasson 
President of the Methodist Conference (2 June 2020) 
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The following prayer comes from Karen Campbell, the United Reformed 

Church’s Secretary for Global and Intercultural Ministries, and the 

Moderators of the URC General Assembly, the Revd Nigel Uden and Derek 

Estill: 
 

Eternal God, 
deeply troubled by what is happening following George Floyd’s death, 
and by too much other inhumanity that doesn’t reach the headlines, 
we cry to you as the one 
whose love was the victor at Easter and 
who pours it into our hearts at Pentecost. 
As we observe the pain of a fractured world, 
use your love to drive us from sadness to compassion; 
as we watch the pain of the bereaved, 
use your love to move us from pity to companionship; 
as we are faced with the pain of marginalised people, 
use your love to point us from complacency to your commonwealth. 
In our praying, 
let us not just talk to you, 
but yield to your love; 
in our anger, 
let us not just rail against injustice, 
but manifest your love; 
in our actions, 
let us not just flail about aimlessly, 
but build the civilisation of love. 
Until none of us are disregarded for who we are 
nor any diminished by what we fail to be, 
we keep on praying in the name of Jesus Christ, 
Amen 
 
A PRAYER FOR TODAY. 

I came across the following prayer recently which is quite relevant to the 
situation we are facing today. Some of you may recognize it, as most homes 
were given a copy of this during the second world war.  

All good wishes Jean E 
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League of Prayer  
O God, Who hast made of one blood all nations  
of men, mercifully receive the prayers that 
we offer for our anxious and troubled world. 
Send Thy light into our darkness, and guide 
the nations as one family into the ways of peace. 
Take away all prejudice and hatred and fear.  
Strengthen in us day by day the will to understand. 
And to those who by their counsels lead the 
peoples of the earth, grant a right judgement, that 
so through them and us Thy will be done: 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
"Walking or Talking " Prayer (at any hour) 
God guide us, 
God guard us,  
God bring the nations together into one family. 
God keep us in His peace. Amen 
 

CHRISTIAN AID’S PRAYER CHAIN FOR CLIMATE JUSTICE 

On a sunny March afternoon, before lockdown, Parliamentarians, church 
leaders and climate campaigners gathered outside the Houses of Parliament. 
Together we raised our voices in prayer and in song.  

What a profound moment; to stand 
outside the seat of power in the UK and 
call for climate justice! 
Dr Rowan Williams led a short 
reflection alongside Amanda 
Mukwashi, our CEO and Hannah 
Abban, a young activist taking part in 
Christian Aid’s prophetic activist 

scheme. Bishop Rowan spoke powerfully of our call to be witnesses to the 
world God wants us to create: 'We live in a world where communication and 
travel mean that issues which begin in one very remote part of the globe 
become literally and immediately the issues of ourselves and our next door 
neighbours. And that’s very clear with the Corona virus, but it’s clear too in the 
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way in which the impact of climate change on the poorest drives instability, 
injustice and conflict. 
‘When St Paul writes about the kind of human community that God wants, he 
writes about a community where one persons’ suffering is everybody’s issue. And 
that can’t be repeated too often. That’s the kind of community God asks us to 
create. So, the crises we face in this moment in history, are crises which really 
reinforce for us the interconnectedness of our world and we’re called to witness 
to the truth.' 
‘Standing together in prayer that transforms us and the world around us, we 
believe we can stop this climate crisis.’ 
 
Praying by yourself for a whole hour might feel a little 
overwhelming, but Jess from Walthamstow signed up to pray 
for climate justice and made herself a plan – a prayer plan!  
'To get through what felt as if it was going to be a marathon 
hour, I did what any good runner would do – set some short 
distance targets. I decided to split my hour into 15 minute 
chunks, with each one dedicated to a particular type of 
Prayer: Thanksgiving,  Lament, Confession, Petition. 
‘Praying for an hour - or even 15 minutes - didn’t mean I had to be in constant 
spoken word with God, I could read the bible, sit in contemplation, speak and 
listen.  
‘Praying from the confines of my bedroom, I wanted to find a way to connect to 
the living world that surrounds us. Rather than crack open the window to listen to 
the sounds of my urban London street, I found myself a video on YouTube of a 
beautiful stream surrounded by woodland and listened to the trickle of water, the 
sound of birds and the rustle of leaves as I entered my time of prayer.  
‘To put yourself in the attitude of unceasing prayer even just for an hour is a 
powerful and transformative act.  I was blessed to be part of the prayer chain and 
to say Amen to Climate Justice.' 

from Christian Aid’s June Newsletter 
 

Geoff N reports: Up to the end of May, we had raised £1668.75 (including Gift Aid 
where applicable) for Christian Aid but the money is still coming in and I anticipate 
that the final figure will be close to £2000, if not above that, when all the donations 
have been processed.  This includes nearly £100 raised by Liz R through the sale of 
cards that she made during lockdown. (A number of members have also 
contributed directly to Christian Aid. ed). 
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UPDATE ON CLOTHING BANK (from Adella P) 

‘…therefore, ask the Lord... to send out labourers into his harvest…’ 
(Matthew 9 v 38) 
In last month’s Magazine I wrote about the UCS/UiD Clothing Bank that 
currently operates at UCS.  
At the time of writing this article it is 6 weeks since we set up the Clothing 
Bank.  As I heard and read Sunday’s gospel reading including the above verse 
and the description of how Jesus sent out the 12 disciples it very much spoke 
to me about how the activity of the clothing bank has developed. 
At the beginning of Lockdown, we knew that our members couldn’t come to 
our drop-in sessions – so the simple fact was that we had to go to them … we 
sent ourselves out … Before the clothing bank was set up a few of us took out 
bread and pasties donated by the Tesco at Sketty to a few of our 
members.   Now seven of us are taking out not only bread, but clothing, shoes, 
toiletries and toys to many households in the following areas: Mount Pleasant, 
Dyfatty, St Thomas/Port Tennant, Uplands, Manselton, St Helens Road area, 
Plasmarl, Hafod, Townhill and beyond.   
While we must not lose sight of the fact that asylum seekers have a challenging 
time until they achieve refugee status, being able to operate this clothing bank 
has meant that not only have we been able to assist with clothing needs – but 
we have been able to keep up a face to face (be it socially distanced) 
relationship with our members – which in these times is so very important.  
I feel that God has been steering the development of the clothing bank as we 
have had requests for clothing from other agencies besides ones that work 
with asylum seekers e.g. Local Area Coordinators, South Wales Through The 
Gate Mentoring Scheme and the Women’s Pathfinder Project.  
I am not in the numbers game but I want you to realise how important it has 
been for UiD to use the Wesley Room.  We have received 39 requests for 
clothing, shoes, toys etc …for 72 adults or children or babies. 
‘The harvest is plentiful’ as relationships grow between volunteer and member 
and between volunteer and volunteer.   
A privileged moment for me has been when I took some of Jeff C’s tomato 
plants to someone wondering if they would be able to manage with the plants 
as they got bigger.  She showed me an amazing vegetable plot that she has put 
in place in a very small and compact area! Those tomatoes will do well!! 
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ACTION FOR CHILDREN - LEAGUE OF LIGHT BOXES 

Well, folks, obviously I was too optimistic. Earlier this 
year, with a little piece entitled "We're Still Growing"  I 
asked my band of collectors to bring in their boxes. 
Many of these were given to me and all of those were 
either emptied and returned to you or taken to church 
ready to return to you. I was ready to chivvy the 
outstanding collectors and proudly announce another 
successful year. And what happened? Lockdown 

happened.  However, the news is not all bad. Although we were 8 boxes down, 
I have today sent £546.36 to Action for Children.  I recognize this is just some 
£150 short from last year but it is still a good amount and having spoken on 
the phone I know that Corvid has placed ever more strain on this charity’s 
resources. 
For the future, 

• If you haven't handed in your box please don't worry, but do keep posting 
the change in the slot. 

• If your empty box is sitting in church please can you find an old container 
to use as a temporary box. 

• If you don't have a box and would like one, I can always deliver to your 
door. (You gentlemen out there, we still have 31 female collectors and only 
one male, Myrddin, who contributes in memory of his lovely Enid who was 
a supporter from the beginning) 
 

On behalf of the children and families that Action for Children support a huge 

thank you for being part of my League of Light band, be assured we are showing 

a light where it is much needed.  

Jan C 

 

ANSWERS TO THE END OF TERM EXAM    

1. How many animals of each species did Moses take into the Ark? [None. Noah 

built the Ark not Moses] 

2. How many months this year have 28 days? [All of them] 

3. If a doctor gave you three tablets and told you to take one every half an hour, 

how long would they last? [One hour] 
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4. How far can a dog run into the woods? [Half way; the other half is going out] 

5. Which country has a 4th of July: UK, USA or France? [All of them but only the 

USA celebrates it] 

6. A man built a rectangular house with each side having a southern aspect. A 

bear came wandering by. What colour was it?  [White – it was at the North 

Pole] 

7. If you were alone on a freezing cold night, and there were an unlit fire, a 

candle and a lamp, and you only had one match, which would you light first? 

[The match, so you could light the others] 

8. How many birthdays does an average man or woman have? [One] 

9. What is to prevent someone living in York being buried west of the Trent? [If 

they’re living, they wouldn’t be buried at all] 

10. You have two British coins totalling 11p and one of the coins is not a 10p. 

What are the two coins? [1p and 10p] 

11. How much soil (to the nearest cubic millimetre) is there in a hole 2cm x 2cm 

x 4cm? [None – it’s a hole] 

12. If two monkeys sit in a corner of a rectangular room and look at another pair 

of monkeys in the adjacent corner, and so on until every pair in each corner 

looks at another pair, how many monkeys could say they were looking at 

another monkey? [None – monkeys can’t speak] 

13. Is it legal for a man to marry his widow’s sister? [If she’s a widow, he’s dead] 

14. If you drove a bus leaving Waterloo with 40 passengers, dropped off 7 and 

picked up 2 at Aldwych, stopped at Holborn and picked up 10, and went to St 

Paul’s, dropped off 12 there and picked up 6, then drove on to arrive at 

Liverpool Street 5 minutes later, what would the driver’s name be? [In my 

case, Noel D i.e. my name, since I’m the driver] 

     Sent in by Anne C                                                                                         

  (No prizes or certificates are offered for this quiz – just a sense of 

achievement and a realization that you’ve got a gift for logic! ed) 

PETTIFOR TRUST 

Many thanks to Linda Jones from all at the Pettifor Trust for providing face 
masks for use by the charity's volunteers. The Trust is considering how best it 
can approach the reopening of the shops at Sketty and Killay if and when it  
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feels able to do so. These shops provide most of the charity's income and 
whilst reopening them is important, it is vital that they minimise the risks both 
to volunteers and customers. The Trust has also received a donation of visors 
for use in the shops, and is currently working on warning signs and reviewing 
its procedures to protect visitors to the shops. 

Jon D 
COVER TO COVER 

We will be reading “Roseanna” by Per Wahloo and Maj Sjowall for our next 
meeting via Zoom at 10.00am on July 2nd. This is the first of a series of Martin 
Beck detective novels set in Sweden (the original ‘Scandi Noir’ perhaps). If 
school duties permit, Ruth will lead our discussion. Assuming lockdown 
persists, we intend to meet via Zoom for August as well but have not decided 
on a book. All suggestions are very welcome.  

    Mike W 

 
SOME TIPS ON DEALING WITH THE TROUBLESOME BURDENS OF LIFE 

Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, 
          because then you won’t have a leg to stand on. 
Always keep your words soft and sweet, 
          just in case you have to eat them. 
If you can’t be kind,  

at least have the decency to be vague. 
Since it’s the early worm that gets eaten by the bird, 
          sleep late. 
The second mouse gets the cheese. 
When everything’s coming your way, 
          you’re in the wrong lane. 
Birthdays are good for you, 
          the more you have, the longer you live. 
Some mistakes are too much fun to only make once. 
A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour. 

sent in by Pauline L 

A LETTER FROM WOOKIE 

Hello, my hooman friends!  I’ve been thinking some serious thoughts this 
week.  I’ve discovered something really important and really amazing, and I 
want to share it with you.  I’ve discovered that all dogs are descended from 
the grey wolf.  How about that!  Of course, we’re now all different colours 
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and sizes and breeds, but we share the same ancestry.  Now, I don’t know if 
it’s the same for you, but if it is, then surely there should be justice and 
equality for all hoomans.  Just saying!  Lots of woofs from Wookie.  
#BLM 

# Black Lives Matter                           

You may have heard some people responding to the hashtag ‘Black Lives 

Matter’ with the words ‘All Lives Matter’.  I would like to suggest that this 

fundamentally misses the point of what BLM protestors are saying.  The words 

of Jesus in Luke 15 might help us here:   

There are 100 sheep but one goes 

missing. Jesus leaves the 99 and goes 

after the one. The 99 say:  ‘But… what 

about us?  Don’t we matter?’ Of course 

the 99 still matter, but they’re not the 

ones in danger. The one is. 

So I agree with Wookie!  #BLM 

Love, Leslie 

 

WHAT SHOULD HAPPEN TO STATUES OF CONTROVERSIAL FIGURES?                                                
Nobel Prize-winning novelist William Faulker said 
'the past is not dead, it is not even past'. As the 
wound of slavery continues to hurt black people 
through racism and prejudice, what should be done 
with memorials to controversial historical figures 
(such as this one in Carmarthen to Sir John Picton)? 
Destroy them as happened to Cannan's idols, in 
order to erase the obvious evidence of a shameful 
period in our history? Welsh First Minister Mark 
Drakeford suggested moving them to museums. But 
would that be to hide the shame? While remaining 
in public places, it is clear that their significance and 
purpose for our time would need to be reconsidered and redefined or 
reinterpreted. This would involve educating the public through prominent and 
comprehensive information panels near the memorials, giving them a new and 
valuable role in contemporary society. If they were destroyed, we would 
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remove the visible evidence of past injustice and cruelty, as well as the purpose 
of erecting the memorial in the first place.  
What do you think should be done?  

Alun Lenny, former Lord Mayor of Carmarthen, 

from the Welsh Congregational Website [www.Annibynwyr.org] 

 
 
WEEKLY PROGRAMME 

 
In normal times:  
• Sunday services:     

10.30am (including Adventurers for children) 
6.00 pm  

• Sunday lunch is arranged once a month in Yr Hen Dderwen. You are most 
welcome to join us. Please contact one of the leadership team. 

• The following are held during term-time: 
 
Monday 2.00pm  Folk dancing 
  7.00pm  Wesley Club 
Tuesday 2.00-4.00pm Craft Group 
  5.00-6.00pm Rainbows 
  6.15-7.30pm Brownies 
Wednesday 10.00-11.30am Sunbeams: Play Group 
  7.30pm  Sketty Madcaps 

• House Groups, Faith and Fellowship, Cover to Cover and Reel to Real 
Groups are held on a monthly basis throughout the year. Everyone welcome. 
Please contact one of the leadership team for details. 
 

NB During Lockdown none of these events is being held. 

 
Room hire: A range of larger and smaller rooms is available for hire. Folding 

chairs and folding tables are available. All bookings are subject to Methodist 

terms and conditions. Further information available on request. For booking 

enquiries and heating requirements please contact: Kath and Bill D. 
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REFLECTIONS ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS (2) 
As you know, we’re currently reflecting together on 
Paul's Letter to the church in Philippi which he 
wrote in prison. The Letter to the Philippians gives 
us a sense of his closeness, his warm love and deep 
concern for the integrity of faith, the sincerity of 
Christian behaviour and the power of our witness to 
the Gospel. Read the passage first, then read these 
reflections and use the prayer that follows. 
   
Reading: Philippians 1: 8-14  
Verses 8-11 The growth of our love 
Here is a magnificent example of prayer for one another: he prays for our love 
to be with all our heart and mind. Intelligent love is his goal. But this is not all. 
We also need to gain a fuller knowledge of the faith, so that we can discern the 
true heart of the Gospel and approve it in all its riches. In this way we can also 
acquire the characteristics of a truly Christian character: honest, morally right 
and aiming to do justice to the Kingdom. Love, discernment, justice: these are 
still virtues to nurture! 
Verses 12-14 The testimony of suffering  
Prison is a means of witnessing the Gospel! And that, according to Paul, is 
because the public powers, the soldiers and the civil servants, have come to 
see, through his imprisonment, that Christ is about public as well as personal 
life. Not by accident is the Greek word for witness (marturia) the basis of the 
word 'martyr'. The suffering of people of faith can turn into witness to the good 
news that they are ‘more than conquerors through (God) who loved them’ 
(Rom. 8:37). It will also give them greater confidence and confidence in the 
faith gives us personal confidence to bear witness to the Gospel without fear, 
even in the face of insult or indifference. 
Prayer: God of love, in Jesus you have loved and embraced us from the 
beginning. Foster in us a fuller understanding of each other's needs, so that we 
can better appreciate and serve each other. We thank you, Father God, for 
martyrs of the faith throughout the ages, who gave their lives in the name of 
Jesus. Through them, inspire in us a new loyalty to the Gospel. We remember 
our fellow Christians who continue to suffer persecution and imprisonment 
and pray for them to be courageous through the 'power at work in us'. In the 
name of Jesus. Amen 
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