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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C 

During Lockdown Sunday morning worship is held on Zoom at 10.30am. See 
Leslie’s article for details. 

 

This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 
impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   
Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 
email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  

 

NOTE: THE MAGAZINE IS BEING PUBLISHED AS USUAL. IT CONTINUES TO BE 
AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF OUR KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH ONE ANOTHER AND 
OF BEING REMINDED OF GOD’S CALL AND PROMISE TO US.  SO PLEASE 
CONTINUE TO SEND ITEMS TO THE EDITOR.                  

 
OCTOBER MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the October Magazine to be sent to Noel D by 16 
September 2020 at the latest.      
Issue date: Sunday, 26 September 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contacting us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH        
Website: www.unitingchurchSketty.org.uk 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 
Dear Friends 
As I sit in my study writing this in the 
middle of August, the rain outside today 
has been of epic proportions. It reminds 
me of the story in Genesis 11. In that flood, 
Noah and his family emerge from the 
floodwaters floating on the ark. The world 
around them has changed – and they are 
tasked with rebuilding, reimagining a new world, a new normal. 
Over the last few months, we have been submerged in the floodwaters of 
the coronavirus pandemic. Everything has changed and is changing, and 
these circumstances both now and in the months to come are challenging 
to negotiate, for the world is in unchartered territory. 
What has become clear is that we are not all in the same boat. The 
coronavirus pandemic has shown up the injustices that underlay much of 
our society and the world. Many of us have been able to cushion 
ourselves against the virus: comfortable safe homes, on-line shopping, 
supermarket deliveries, Wi-Fi connection, the amazing NHS. So many in 
our society and around the world do not have access to such luxuries, and 
it is clear that the death rate has been higher in poorer and more crowded 
communities. 
Just as Noah and his family had to re-build and re-imagine a new world, so 
do we. What needs changing in our world? What needs changing in our 
church? What do we need to let go of and what do we need to promote? 
These are not questions with easy answers, and we should not expect 
plain sailing – after all, the chapters in Genesis following the Great Flood 
are not smooth. One thing we have committed ourselves to is the 
continuation of the Clothing Bank, being run by Adella out of the Wesley 
Room. This will now have a permanent home in one of the upstairs 
rooms. 
God tasks us, as always, with building God’s Kingdom. And perhaps, now 
more than ever before, it is clearer to us that this must involve radical 
change. Are we up to it, I wonder? With God’s help, I hope we shall be. 
With love,  

Leslie 



4 
 

CREATIONTIDE CREATION WALKS 

Creationtide is a season in the 
Church calendar that goes from 1st 
September to 4th October every 
year. It is a time in which, as 
Christians, we think about the 
created world and give thanks to 
God as Creator and Sustainer.  
Whilst we are not worshipping in 

church, we are (as things stand) allowed to gather in groups of up to 30 
outdoors. And so there are embryonic plans to arrange three or four Sunday 
afternoon ‘Creation Walks’ in various local places of beauty. These will 
encompass prayer, reflection, and thoughtful ‘activities’. 
We will arrange this only after doing a Risk Assessment and ensuring that 
we abide by all the social distancing and other guidelines. 
More information will be forthcoming in the weekly Lockdown Letter, so if 
you are interested, look out for that! Or speak to Adella, Janet or Leslie! 
 

WORSHIP – ZOOM AND OTHERWISE 

In the coming weeks we will be consulting as widely as possible about how 
our congregation feels about opening the church building up for worship. 
However, we must note that the worship will be VERY different from 
‘normal’. 
▪ We cannot sing 
▪ We must wear masks 
▪ We must hand-sanitise 
▪ We will need to record who is in attendance 
▪ We must socially distance and sit in pre-arranged seats. 
▪ We cannot gather to chat after worship 
Despite these restrictions, it may well be that some people in our 
congregation will appreciate being in the building to worship. However, 
only about 30 or so people can be accommodated at one time. Will 
anyone be interested? Or will so many want to come, such that we will 
need to have a rota of who can attend? All these are issues that as a 
church we must address, and for which the Trustees ultimately have 
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responsibility. 
The Risk Assessment that must be done is extensive – our primary concern 
must be the health and safety of those who are there and, by extension, 
our wider community. Plans will need to be put into place to ensure the 
safety of everyone concerned. 
In the meantime, we will be continuing for the foreseeable future both the 
Zoom Worship and the Worship from Home sheets. These are going out 
to far more people than ever attended worship, and indeed attendance at 
the Zoom Worship is probably greater than on a ‘normal’ Sunday morning. 
So please, in due course, when you are asked for your thoughts (probably 
through some kind of questionnaire), do participate so that we can do the 
best we can to meet the needs of everyone. 
Thank you,  
Leslie 
Here is the ‘Mini Lockdown Plan’ for our Worship from Home sheets and 
Zoom Worship in September: 

6 September Leslie 
13 September Linda Woollacott 
20 September Leslie 
27 September Noel Davies 

Leslie 

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING – September 2020 

WEEK ONE 
We continue to pray for those who have been affected by the Coronavirus. 
We give thanks for those who have recovered from the virus.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK TWO 
We give thanks for all those who have worked in our community to help 
others during the period of lockdown and sheltering, and the support of the 
UCS community for our members and friends.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK THREE 
We pray for the many charities which are desperate for donations to ensure 
that their work continues; for their staff who have been furloughed and may 
eventually lose their jobs.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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WEEK FOUR 
We pray for members of UCS who don’t live in the immediate 
neighbourhood, those who live in Gowerton, Penclawdd, Loughor, 
Penllergaer and Carmarthenshire.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

PASTORAL CONCERNS (from Gwen D) 

We pray for Bill D as he continues his recovery following a heart attack and 
surgery and Thelma P who has had a stroke. 
We also pray for all those who are concerned about their own health or the 
health of a loved one and for those awaiting treatment.  
Pray for our church family and wider community coping with the impact of 
Covid-19 and lockdown; especially, but not exclusively, those who live alone 
or in Care Homes and those who have been shielding following the end of the 
shielding restrictions. 
Congratulations and best wishes to Elisha, Caitlin, Amy and Sophie as they 
take up their University places in Swansea, Exeter, Bath and Kent 
respectively. We wish them well with their studies. 
 

FROM THE TREASURER:  As you know, our charitable giving during 
lockdown is going to Christian Aid to support their work 
in a wide range of situations.  At the end of June, we sent 
a cheque for just over £2,000 to Christian Aid which 
included £125 from the cards made by Liz R, £91 from the 
Quiz coordinated by Jan C and £62.50 from the masks 

made by Linda J - a special thank you to these people for their efforts.  This 
figure does not include donations that individuals have made directly to 
Christian Aid.  We have received this message from Christian Aid in response 
to this donation.       
 
Many thanks for your kind donation of £2039.75 on 10 July 2020 towards the 
work of Christian Aid. Your gift will help support our work in 40 of the world's 
poorest countries.  
Around the world, Coronavirus affects us all. But it's love that unites us, and 
we are so grateful for the love you have shown this Christian Aid Week. It has 
been a Christian Aid Week like no other, but with your help we are responding 
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to the pandemic in 20 countries and working with our local partners to protect 
communities from the impact of the virus. One example is our work in Cox's 
Bazar, Bangladesh, which is home to more than 850,000 Rohingya people. In 
this overcrowded refugee camp, physical distancing is impossible. One in three 
people living in the camp don't have enough clean water or soap to wash their 
hands.   
Thanks to the money you have raised, we'll be able to train 100 healthcare 
workers in Cox's Bazar to fight this virus, and ensure they are equipped with 
personal protective equipment. We'll also build handwashing stations 
throughout the camp and deliver hygiene kits and soap to 50,000 people.   
Once again, thank you so much for your continued support of our work with 
and for the poorest communities on earth. With your continued help, we can 
make a difference.   
 
There are still some donations coming in and we will send these on over the 
coming months.  If you want to make a donation you can send this directly to 
Christian Aid or you can do it via the Church.  If you do this by bank transfer 
please make sure that you reference the payment as being for Christian Aid or, 
if you do it by cheque, please make the cheque out to Uniting Church Sketty 
(not Christian Aid), especially if you want us to add the Gift Aid to it.  

Geoff N 

“THERE IS HOPE IN A TREE” 

Trees are essential to life. They stabilise the soil, generate oxygen, store 
carbon, provide homes for wildlife, and provide raw materials and shelter. 
They provide food, timber, medicines and fertility for the soil. Trees help the 
water cycle, they hold rain on slopes and increase the water stored in the soil. 
Trees cover roughly 30% of the land’s surface. The world’s forests provide raw 
materials. They are also home to more than 300 million people, including 
roughly 60 million indigenous people. 
More than 1.6 billion people depend on forests, and 1.3 billion people in the 
developing world rely on agro-forestry for their livelihoods. These trees shield 
food and other crops from wind and heat. 
Forests are also magical places, providing inspiration for meditation, poetry 
and stories. They are wonderful places to walk and relax in. 
Deforestation is a serious problem in today’s world. In Ethiopia, for example, 
45,000 people are being turned off their land as large areas of forest are felled. 
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The good news is that the loss of forests worldwide is slowing down. 
Reforestation is being tackled in many parts of the world, which will make a 
contribution to soil and water protection and to bio-diversity. 
Tree planting is one of the most effective ways of tackling climate change. 
Many more woodlands must be planted to reach the goal of net zero carbon 

emissions by 2050. The Government of the UK is 
committed to planting 1 million trees by 2022. 
Next winter, UCS will do its bit towards this goal. 
Thanks to the agreement of the Church Meeting we 
have purchased a Liquid Amber tree (related to the 
Canadian Maple), which will be planted in a grove of 
trees in Singleton Park, near the back of Sketty Hall, as 
we cannot plant large trees in our church grounds. 
This is part of a scheme organised by Swansea City 
Council (the old Parks Department!). Hopefully some 
of us can be present at the planting. 

Janet N 

ECO STOP PRESS 

On August 13th I was informed by A Rocha, the charity 
which gives ECO AWARDS to churches, that Uniting 
Church Sketty has made enough progress in being an 
ECO AWARE church to gain our SILVER ECO AWARD.  
At the time of writing we are the only church in 
Swansea to have gained a SILVER AWARD. Llanmadoc 
Church, Gower also has a silver award. Our friends at 
Pitton Methodist and Capel y Nant have bronze 
awards. And, as far as I am aware, we are the only 
Methodist/URC church in Wales with a SILVER 
AWARD. 

So thanks to all those who started in a small way by helping to recycle 
spectacles, stamps, printer cartridges and batteries. Since then we have 
expanded recycling and started other initiatives which have enabled us to 
achieve two Awards. Project Hall, which will begin later this month, will help 
us continue our journey towards our next goal. 

Janet N 
(Many thanks to Janet for leading on this. It’s a wonderful achievement! ed.) 
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WELL DONE! OUR FIRST UCS CHURCH MEETING VIA ZOOM 

Well done, indeed, to everyone involved in our Annual Church Meeting on 
Tuesday 4th August. Many of us have developed some Zoom familiarity 
since we have moved from meeting in our church building to meeting on-
line.  We’ve enjoyed Sunday morning services, Tuesday Faith and 
Fellowship study and Friday coffee social meetings.  Step by step we’ve 
moved from Zoom ignorance, through installation and up the learning 
curve to reach a level of competence most of us would not have dreamed 
of.  We’ve been “all in it together” learning as we go and not afraid to slip 
up on the way.  Special thanks to our techies for assistance and guidance 
and to Leslie and her band of co-hosts for their leadership, we are blessed 
to have you all. 
With 52 “attendees” as many of the congregation took part virtually as we 
would expect in church meetings held in the building – and more than on 
some occasions – a success in itself. 
The usual annual church meeting topics were covered smoothly, we even 
learned something new – utilising the Zoom software facility to vote when 
required - and it worked perfectly. 
The meeting provided the opportunity to discuss what the church had lost 
as a result of the pandemic restrictions and on the other hand what 
potential benefits could be identified to take forward.  We agreed to use 
the period when our church building was closed to discover how we could 
operate more successfully when the restrictions were lifted and the 
building re-opened.  Again using the Zoom facilities, we broke into groups 
and ideas emerged quickly.  Continuing using Zoom selectively in the long 
term for example would be welcomed by those who could not attend 
church physically for both services and other activities.  We had discovered 
a new tool for our mission. 
Everyone was keen to learn how we would move towards church re-
opening under the guidelines from the Welsh Government and the Circuit 
and Leslie announced that a Church Building Re-opening Group had been 
set up to advise on the way forward.  This would be the main topic at the 
next Church Meeting scheduled for late September/ early October.   
By then we Zoom beginners should be accomplished practitioners!  

Sonia B 
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CENTENARY OF THE CHURCH IN WALES (1920-2020) 

2020 is an important year for the (Anglican) Church in Wales as they are 

celebrating their centenary. As their Christian friends and Covenant partners 

in Wales, we should take this opportunity to rejoice with them at this notable 

moment in Wales’ Christian story.  
100 years ago, in 1920, the Church in Wales became an independent part of 
the Anglican Communion after centuries of being part of the Church of 
England. The process was known as ‘disestablishment’ as it broke the link 
between Welsh churches and the state, through the historic Welsh Church Act. 

“We will be celebrating this landmark birthday 
in churches and communities across Wales, 
and I invite everyone to join in giving thanks 
and praise for the fellowship we have shared 
over the years and, at the same time 
committing to a future renewed with hope and 
confidence.” John Davies (Archbishop of 
Wales and Bishop of Swansea and Brecon) 

Unfortunately, many of the events to celebrate the Church's 100th birthday 
have had to be cancelled or postponed due to the Coronavirus pandemic. 
Celebration service: All six of the Church in Wales’ cathedrals (Bangor, St 
Asaph, Newport, Llandaff, Brecon and St David’s) were due to hold a 
celebration service at the same time, on June 7. This plan was postponed with 
a new date not yet fixed. The service will feature a specially commissioned 
work of choral music by Welsh composer Paul Mealor. Unusually, the service  
– the liturgy – was written initially in Welsh 
and then translated into English, allowing 
elements of the Welsh poetic tradition to 
be woven in.  
Church in Wales Centenary Appeal:    
A Centenary Appeal has been launched 
which aims to raise £100,000 for two 
charities – one at home, Housing Justice 
Cymru, and one overseas, Christian Aid. 
Housing Justice Cymru will work with churches to develop night shelters for 
homeless people in the winter months, while Christian Aid will support the 
peace-building work of the Episcopal Church of South Sudan. 

Enthronement of first Archbishop 

https://www.churchinwales.org.uk/en/about-us/our-campaigns/centenary/centenary-appeal/
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Centenary Book: A landmark book has been published with an up-to-date 
history of the Church in Wales. A New History of the Church in Wales is edited 
by Norman Doe, Professor of Law at Cardiff University and canon law specialist. 
It features chapters by serving and retired clergy as well as lay experts and is 
published by Cambridge University Press. 

REMEMBERING HIROSHIMA AND NAGASAKI 75 YEARS ON 

On August 6th this year the world 
remembered the dropping of the 
atomic bomb on the Japanese city of 
Hiroshima and on August 9th we 
remembered dropping another 
atomic bomb on the city of Nagasaki. 
That was in 1945, 75 years ago this 
year. It is difficult to find reliable 

figures, but it is likely that on those two days around 100,000 people were 
killed in Hiroshima and around 60,000 in Nagasaki. In the years and decades 
that followed, thousands more died in both cities as a result of the effects of 
the horrific radiation emitted in August 1945. Regardless of the ongoing 
arguments about the role of Japan in the war and the impact of these 
bombings on ending the war, we can never forget this cruel horror. 
Pope John Paul II visited Hiroshima in February 1981 where he delivered a 
powerful address to scientists at the United Nations University in the city. At 
the beginning of his address, which dealt mainly with the challenge that the 
discoveries of our time pose to scientists as well as politicians, he said: 
“In Hiroshima, the facts speak for themselves, in a way that is dramatic, 
unforgettable and unique. In the face of an unforgettable tragedy, which 
touches us all as human beings, how can we fail to express our brotherhood 
and deep sympathy with the appalling wound inflicted on Japanese cities 
bearing the names of Hiroshima and Nagasaki? 
“That wound affected the entire human family. Hiroshima and Nagasaki: few 
events in history have had such an impact on (human) conscience. We realized 
with horror that nuclear power would now be available as a weapon of  
destruction. Then the question arose that will never leave us again: Will this 
weapon, perfected and multiplied beyond measure, be used tomorrow? If so, 
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would it probably destroy the human family, its members and all the 
achievements of civilization?” 
In 1983 a memorial sculpture was unveiled to 
commemorate the Pope’s visit. It symbolizes the world 
aspiring to work together for future harmony, stability 
and coexistence, and represents humankind's hope for 
peace. The words inscribed on it are: 
 
“War is the work of man. 
War is destruction of human life. 
War is death. 
To remember the past is to commit oneself to the future. 
To remember Hiroshima is to abhor nuclear war. 
To remember Hiroshima is to commit oneself to peace.” 
 

In the Catholic calendar, August 6th is the Feast of the Transfiguration, when 
we remember Jesus being surrounded by the cloud of glory on the mountain 
in the ‘presence’ of Moses and Elijah and his disciples Peter, James and John. 
Clouds of destruction over Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the cloud of 
transfiguration over the mountain where Jesus took his disciples. One is a sign 
of the destructive and vicious forces that constantly threaten humankind and 
destroy God's purpose for the entire cosmos. The other is a sign of the power 
of reconciliation and love that is still at work among humankind today, as ever, 
through the One spoken of from the cloud: 'This is my Son, the Beloved: listen 
to him.' 
In this lockdown period, this is a message that we still need to grasp and act 
out, because, as in the Second World War, we too are called to remind one 
another and the whole world of the all-conquering love that took Christ to his 
cross and raised him as conqueror of evil and death. When Jesus descended 
from the mountain of transfiguration his first ministry was to act out this love 
in bringing healing and wholeness to the young man brought to the disciples 
(Mark 9.14-29). In these threatening days, we hold on to this faith in Jesus, in 
his glory and in his compassion. The hope of the nations is still in such a faith 
and the Christ at its centre. “Dona nobis pacem in terra – Grant us peace on 
earth’. 

Noel D (Adapted from an article for Y Tyst, the Welsh Congregational 

weekly newspaper) 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN SOLIDARITY WITH CHURCHES IN 
LEBANON 
“God  heals the broken-hearted, and binds up their wounds.” Psalm 
147:3 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
It is with great affliction and sorrow that we followed the devastating news of 
the explosions in the Beirut port on 4 August. On behalf of World Council of 
Churches fellowship, I want to express my deepest compassion and solidarity 
to you, to the people of Beirut and all Lebanon. 
I offer my heartfelt condolences to the families of those who lost their lives in 
this tragedy and pray for a swift recovery to the thousands who are injured. Be 
assured that our churches worldwide are praying for the victims among you, 
the rescue teams, the families affected, and all the Lebanese people 
traumatized by this tragic incident. 
From the pain we felt by witnessing and sharing the suffering of the people 
and the damage caused to their homes and places of work, we call upon God’s 
mercy, love and grace that the Lebanese people may be empowered with 
strength to move forward on the journey of Life and resilience. 
We pray and trust that our member churches and church-related relief 

agencies will stand in solidarity with our brothers and 
sisters in Lebanon. Lebanese people need all possible 
humanitarian aid to survive this tragedy, heal their 
injured victims and reconstruct their homes, hospitals, 
churches and work places in the midst of an already very 
difficult economic, financial, political and social context. 
May the Triune God comfort your nation in these 
troubled times marked by grief and hurt and may your 
faith continue to remind you that it is God’s breath of 
life that encourages all of us “to seize the hope set 
before us.” (Hebrews 6:18b) 

With greetings of solidarity in Christ, 
Rev. Prof. Dr. Ioan Sauca 
Interim general secretary 
World Council of Churches 
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MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING  

It is with great disappointment that, due to the 
current circumstances, I am unable to hold my 
Macmillan coffee morning this year. I have been 
hosting coffee mornings for nearly 25 years, never 
missing a year until now. Firstly, I held them in my 

house and in work, helped by colleagues, then, when I retired, at home and 
lately in church in our lovely Wesley room. I have held the coffee mornings to 
support a cancer charity in memory of my dad, who suffered with cancer. 
I shall miss meeting you all. Thank you for your generosity over the years. We 
have raised a wonderful amount of money during this time. If you would like 
to donate to this worthwhile charity this year you can do so in several ways: 
1. By phoning 0330 102 7890 and using your credit/debit card. 
2. By going online to https://coffee macmillan.org.uk. Choose option 'donate' 
then option 2 'donate money (donation from personal money)' and then 
donate using your credit/debit card or PayPal. 
3. Send a cheque to Freepost RTLS-JTZR-RYAZ, World's Biggest Coffee 
Morning, PO BOX 4240, Bracknell, RG42 9QL. 
Please, DO NOT send any cash or cheques to me. 
We have always had a raffle and this year is no exception. As a thank you, if 
you can let me know if you have made a donation (I don't need to know how 
much) I will give you a raffle ticket number. There will be 3 prizes and we will 
draw the raffle on Friday 2nd October. 
Thankyou for your support. 
Many thanks 
Rosemary 
 
SUNDAY LUNCH 

As we are still unsure about the future lockdown restrictions, it’s sadly not 
possible to make any arrangements at present. Yr Hen Dderwen was due to 
open again on 24th August, but we can’t go as a large group for the foreseeable 
future. Perhaps some members could make their own arrangements and book 
in small family or friend groups, whatever is allowed (at other venues, if they 
prefer!). 

Pauline 

 

https://coffee/
http://macmillan.org.uk/
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WESLEY CLUB  

Our last meeting was 16th March – and here we are, six months on, in 
September! How the time has flown!! We are fortunate however, to have Jan 
and Linda keeping us up to date with our monthly ‘virtual’ newsletter, with 
contributions from our many loyal members. 
Sadly, we are unable to predict the future and, at the moment, we are unable 
to arrange any future meetings. I sincerely hope it won’t be too long before I 
can begin to contact the speakers I had to cancel and get back to ‘normal’!! 
Until then, take care and stay safe. 

Pauline 

COVER TO COVER  

Cover to cover, our reading group, will continue to meet via Zoom for the 
foreseeable future. 
Our next meeting will be at 10:00 on Thursday, September 3rd. Our book will 
be "The Girl You Left Behind” by Jo Jo Moyse, a story about a painting 
traced from pre-WW1 to the present. Claire S will lead the group discussion. 
Our book for October 1st will be “A Respectable Trade" by Philippa Gregory, 
an exploration of the devastating consequences of the 18th century slave 
trade. Madeleine W will lead our discussion.  
As usual, I will email the two Zoom links (so we can have a comfort break at half 

time) for the meetings on the preceding Monday or Tuesday. 

If you would like to join us please email Mike W.  

NB Information about Faith and Fellowship and Reel to Real on Zoom will 

appear in a future Lockdown Letter. 

 
NB A reminder from Heather C for those concerned:  
Methodist Circuit Meeting via Zoom on Thursday, 3rd September at 7pm. 

 
FOR THOSE LIGHTER MOMENTS 

Pride comes before a fall (from Jean E) 

During these difficult times, I thought it would be good to have a light hearted 
item to hopefully lift your spirits. As most of you know, my late husband was a 
Minister in the Congregational Church later becoming the URC. I am not sure 
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if our other Ministers in UCS have had similar experiences, but here are two 
incidents that made George laugh and feel good about himself. 
Whilst making a pastoral visit to a new family who had recently joined his 
church, George was surprised when a little boy answered the door and seeing 
him standing there in his dog collar turned round and shouted to his mother, 
"Mummy, God is at the door " - just for a moment George stood there, pleased 
as punch, full of pride at instant promotion to greater things. Needless to say, 
he soon came back down to earth with a bump. 
The other event occurred just before his induction service to a new church. 
Trying to encourage people to attend his first service, the congregation had 
sent out leaflets to members and friends in the local area encouraging them to 
come. Along with an introduction to who George was, they had printed a photo 
of him on the leaflet. Imagine his surprise when a little boy in the congregation 
turned to his mother and said in a loud voice, "Look mummy, it’s that man who 
came through our letterbox last week " Now we always knew George was thin, 
but we never knew he was thin enough to enter or leave a building through 
the letterbox. 
 
Senior moments (sent in by Pauline L) 

• When an eighty-year-old woman was asked if there were to be any 
candles on her cake, she responded curtly, ‘No, it’s a birthday party, not a 
torchlit procession!’   

• An elderly man asked his wife of fifty years, ‘If you had to do it over 
again, would you marry me? ‘You’ve asked me that before’ she 
answered. ‘What did you reply?’ ‘I don’t remember’. 

• An old codger called Charlie was getting married aged eighty-nine. His 
friend Fred, a year or so older, asked him if his wife-to-be was pretty. ‘No’ 
replied Charlie. ‘Is she a good cook?’ ‘No’ replied Charlie. ‘Is she very 
rich?’ Again, Charlie answered with a negative. ‘So why on earth are you 
marrying her?’  ‘She can still drive at night,’ 
 

Golden Oldies (slight deviation of song titles) 

• ‘How Can You Mend a Broken Hip?’  - The Bee Gees 

• ‘I Get By With a Little Help From Depends’ – The Beatles 

• ‘You Make Me Feel Like Napping’ – Leo Sayer 

• ‘The First Time I Ever Forgot Your Face’ – Roberta Flack 
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• ‘Fifty Ways To Lose Your Liver’ – Paul Simon 

• ‘Once, Twice, Three Times to The Bathroom’ – The Commodores 

• ‘I Can’t See Clearly Now’ – Johnny Nash 
 
Anagrams (from Liz R) 

PRESBYTERIAN 
BEST IN PRAYER 
 
ASTRONOMER 
MOON STARER 
 
THE EYES 
THEY SEE 

GEORGE BUSH 
HE BUGS GORE 
 
THE MORSE CODE 
HERE COME DOTS 
 
DORMITORY 
DIRTY ROOM 

SLOT MACHINES 
CASH LOST IN ME 
 
ELECTION RESULTS 
LIES – LET’S 
RECOUNT 
 

 
The Haircut (from Linda J) 
A teenage boy had just passed his driving test. He asked his father when he 
could start using the family car. His father replied “You bring your grades up 
from a C to a B, study your Bible, and get your hair cut. Then we will talk 
about the car.” The boy thought about that and decided he would settle for 
the offer. After about six weeks his father said, “Son, you’ve brought your 
grades up and I’ve observed that you have been studying your Bible, but I’m 
disappointed you haven’t had your hair cut.” The boy said, “ You know, Dad, 
I’ve been thinking about that, and I’ve noticed in my studies of the Bible that 
Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair 
and there’s even strong evidence that Jesus had long hair.” His dad sat for a 
moment and then thoughtfully agreed. Then he added, “Did you also notice 
that they all walked everywhere they went?” 
 

EXCERPTS FROM WOOKIE’S LOCKDOWN DIARY 

Saturday 25th July: Today I had to save my hoomans from a Monster! I was 
minding my own business when I heard a big thud from outside on the patio. 
So I barked to warn them that danger was near, then took up guard by the 
window. In the end it turned out not be a Scary Monster, but a young seagull 
that had been nesting on the chimney stack and had failed its first flight. My 
hoomans would NOT let me out to investigate, but the poor bird did not look 
well. They didn’t know what to do, and left it there for some hours hoping it 
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might fly away, but in the end, because it looked like it had a broken wing, they 
put it in a box and carried it into the derelict garden two houses away. I hope 
it died quickly. The Bible says in Luke 12: 6-7: ‘Are not five sparrows sold for 
two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows.’ When we are struggling or hurting or afraid, when Scary Monsters 
are threatening us, it’s good to know that God promises to be with us. 
 
Wednesday 5th August: My new name is Wookie Two Dinners! Yes, that’s 
me!! Today, my female hooman had been out somewhere (visiting someone I 
think) and so I pestered my other hooman to give me my dinner. I pestered so 
much that he gave in, and I woofed the lot! Then she came home (finally) and 
because it was past my dinner time, she went straight to the kitchen and gave 

me my dinner (I have her well-trained!). I woofed that 
one as well!! It was only when the hoomans talked to 
each other, that they realised what had happened. I 
was in the dog house, but I didn’t care! Psalm 106 
says, “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good”. So 
when life throws unexpected pleasures at us we must 
give God thanks and enjoy. That’s what I did! [In the 

photo, I’m enjoying a birthday treat with my friend, Emma, and giving thanks!] 
(with assistance from Leslie) 
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REFLECTIONS ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS (3) 
As you know, we’re currently reflecting 
together on Paul’s Letter to the church in 
Philippi which he wrote in prison. The 
Letter to the Philippians gives us a sense 
of his closeness, his warm love and deep 
concern for the integrity of faith, the 
sincerity of Christian behaviour and the 
power of our witness to the Gospel.  
Read the passage first, then read these 
reflections and use the prayer that follows. 
   
Reading: Philippians 1: 15-26  
Verses 5-20 Proclaiming and glorifying Christ 
Are there still some who see evangelism as a way to build followers for 
themselves and foster generous contributions from which they can benefit? 
It’s right for us to be critical of such behaviour! Yet Paul would see goodness 
come even from their efforts, since they, for whatever reason, still proclaim 
Christ and glorify him. And that, according to the apostle, is the crucial thing. 
But we rejoice in those in our time who preach the Gospel with humility and 
bear witness to Christ selflessly, at whatever personal cost to them. 

 
Verses 21-26 For me, to live is Christ 
Paul has no doubt whatsoever what (no! Who) is the heart of his Christian life: 
Christ! That is why he is constrained. He wants to be faithful to his call to 
promote growth and joy in the faith and thereby put Christ at the centre. But 
he also knows that being with Christ is eternal life. Indeed, Paul would choose 
to be with Christ, since that, literally translated from the original Greek, is 
‘much, much more better’! In the end, though, he is absolutely certain: I will 
stay with you all. Loyalty to one another and loyalty to our calling are also our 
privilege. 

 
Prayer: Lord, thank you for all those who preach the Word today and bear 
witness to the Gospel among us with humility and devotion. We thank you that 
Christ is still glorified in our own time. Strengthen our partnership with our 
fellow Christians around the world, in their suffering and joy, so that we can 
learn from and support one another. Father God, we pray that Christ may be 
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for us the centre, the foundation, the goal, the meaning and the purpose of 
our life. Help us to see our life in all its richness and diversity in the light of 
Christ. Strengthen our faith, so that we can know that eternal life is to know 
Jesus and live eternally in His presence, along with all your saints. We ask this 
in his name. Amen. 

Noel D 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Our building development programme was funded by the following:

 

‘Many of us like the letter (to the Philippians) because we find the Apostle 

so approachable here and can observe how he interacts with a church in 

which his authority has not been called into question, in which “his 

gospel” has not been attacked… It is a letter to dear friends by one who 

loves them deeply and cares very much for their welfare. In Philippians 

we see not only Paul’s genius for friendship, an aspect of his considerable 

gifts that is frequently overlooked, but the delicacy with which he deals 

with his co-workers, both those who have extended themselves on behalf 

of the Gospel and those who threaten the unity of the church. The 

dominant mood of the letter is… joy. But it is not a facile joy in the absence 

of suffering or difficulty; rather it is a deep joy that issues forth from a 

prison cell and the suffering church; indeed, in the face of the very real 

possibility of martyrdom.’ (Bonnie Thurston, 2004, p4) 


