
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us offer to God a harvest of justice and 

freedom, equality and opportunity – for a 

broken humanity in a threatened 

environment. 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

 
Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C                
    
 
During Lockdown Sunday morning worship is held on Zoom at 10.30am. See 
Leslie’s article for details. 
 
 

 

This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 
impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   
Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 
email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  

 

NOTE: THE MAGAZINE IS BEING PUBLISHED AS USUAL. IT CONTINUES TO BE 
AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF OUR KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH ONE ANOTHER AND 
OF BEING REMINDED OF GOD’S CALL AND PROMISE TO US.  SO PLEASE 
CONTINUE TO SEND ITEMS TO THE EDITOR.                  

 
 
NOVEMBER MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the November Magazine to be sent to Noel D  by   
16 October 2020 at the latest.      
Issue date: Sunday, 25 October 
 
 

Contacting us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH        
Website: www.unitingchurchSketty.org.uk 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 
 
Dear Friends 
At a recent Circuit Service we had as the theme ‘God’s call to us all in an age of 
Covid-19’.  The challenge was to start to explore 
what it means to be Church in this new world in 
which we find ourselves.  I would like to share with 
you now a part of the reflection that I shared then.  
In it, I used three expressions, never heard before 
Covid, that many of us have, in recent months, 
found ourselves saying. 
Your internet connection is unstable.  I guess many of 
us using zoom for worship, for meetings, for catch ups 
with family and friends have experienced this and seen 
the message flash up on our screen.  Your internet 
connection is unstable.  And when that happens, 
sometimes we drop out of zoom.  Sometimes we can’t 
hear what is being said, it all becomes a bit ‘glitchy’.  As Christians, we are 
called to keep our connection with God as stable as we can.  Oh of course, it’s 
not always possible – we must be honest about that.  Sometimes our 
connection with God is unstable, and we drop out of our relationship, we fail 
to hear or see God at work in our lives, it all becomes a bit ‘glitchy’.  Part of our 
calling is to be honest about that – but the rest is to commit ourselves to ways 
of being that keep our connection with God open and alive. 
Secondly ‘you’re muted’.  I’ve never had to say that in 
my life until now.  And now I say it in nearly every 
meeting that I’m in.  You’re muted.  But I wonder if 
that’s not some kind of analogy of our ability (or 
inability) to share our faith with others.  So often we 
are muted when it comes to talking to others about 
God, as seen and experienced in Jesus.  But as Christians we are called, through 
what we say and what we do, to unmute, to live lives so that others may see 
the love of God in Christ expressed in us.  Can people see that?  Can they see 
that we’re Christians?  Or are we muted? 
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Thirdly, ‘where’s your mask?’.  I never thought the day 
would come when I would wear a mask.  And yet, we all 
have them now.  And as and when we start back 
worshipping in our buildings, we will have to wear them 
for worship.  But of course, these aren’t the only masks 
that we wear.  Sometimes we wear a mask of being a 
Christian.  Oh yes, we attend church regularly, but we fail the Micah test.  We 
fail to act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8).  Or in other 
words, we wear a mask, pretending or even thinking that we’re following 
Jesus, but at heart, failing to live as Jesus has called us to. 
These three expressions ‘your internet connection is unstable’, ‘you’re muted’ 
and ‘where’s your mask’ each challenge us about our calling as Christians.  
We’re in an age of change, and we must adapt to this, to resist ‘rushing back’, 
but instead ‘venture forward’. 
With love, 

Leslie 

 

LESLIE’S MINISTRY AMONG US: I am delighted to report that at the 
Methodist Circuit Meeting on 3rd September the meeting received the 
recommendation from the Invitations Committee that Leslie is given an 
extension for 2 years for her ministry in the Circuit. This was passed. This 
means Leslie (Geoff and Wookie) are invited until the end of August 
2023. Thank you all for working with myself and the other Circuit 
Stewards to complete the invitation process.  

Heather C Circuit Steward. 
 
I’m sure you will want to join me in expressing our joy at this news. We 
give thanks to God for Leslie’s ministry among us, not least during the 
last few months, where there have been unprecedented challenges. We 
have deeply appreciated Leslie’s creative, imaginative and 
compassionate response to these unique times. We pray God’s blessing 
on her and Geoff as they continue their ministry, service and friendship 
among us. Ed. 
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The Season of Creation is a time to 
renew our relationship with our 
Creator and all creation through 
repenting, repairing, and rejoicing 
together. During the Season of 
Creation, we join our sisters and 

brothers in the ecumenical family in prayer and action for our common home. 

This year, amid crises that have shaken our world, we’re awakened to the 
urgent need to heal our relationships with creation and each other. During the 
season this year, we enter a time of restoration and hope, a jubilee for our 
Earth, that requires radically new ways of living with creation. 
 
The Season of Creation unites the world’s 2.2 billion Christians around one 
shared purpose. With so much injustice all around us, now is the time for 
Christians everywhere to come together and show the world how to love each 
other and creation. 

from https://seasonofcreation.org/ 

 

 

ZOOM WORSHIP FOR OCTOBER 

We are still averaging around 75 devices at our Zoom worship, probably 
around 85-90 people in total.  If you haven’t ever joined us, please do so – or 
listen later when the service is uploaded to our Church YouTube Channel. 
Preachers for October are: 
4th – Leslie (Harvest)      
11th – Alan Cram      
18th – Leslie      
25th – Pam Cram 
 

 
Leslie 

 
 
 
 

https://seasonofcreation.org/
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING – October 2020 (prepared by Janet N 

WEEK ONE – We pray for everyone living in the streets near our church – Lewis 
St, Llewelyn St, Park View Terrace, Cory St, De la Beche Road and Dillwyn Road. 
We do not know what joys and sorrows they and their wider families are 
facing.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK TWO – We pray for the churches and congregations around us – St. 
Paul’s, Holy Trinity, Bethel Welsh, Trinity (Glanmor Park Rd), Sketty Community 
Church (Sketty Baptist), St Benedict’s RC Church and the 7th Day Adventist 
Church, as they think of ways of “doing church” differently during this difficult 
time.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK THREE – We pray for other districts of Swansea where life is much 
tougher than ours. We pray for parent and toddler groups where they are 
desperately needed. We pray for families where no-one has a job.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK FOUR – We pray for the world around us with all its beauty and 
wonder. We marvel at sunrises and sunsets, clear blue skies and beautiful 
beaches, but we also acknowledge that in some areas of our world the seas 
and oceans are polluted because of people’s thoughtlessness and greed.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

WILL YOU SUPPORT OUR AUTUMN HARVEST APPEAL? 

When crisis arrived on our doorsteps this year, 
neighbourly love helped us through.  Could you and 
your neighbours help more communities still facing 
crisis around the world?  

Communities living in poverty face crisis every day, but neighbourly love is 
powerful. With your support, vulnerable 
communities are joining forces with their 
neighbours to overcome crisis together. 
Just like Angela’s farming community in Nicaragua 
whose coffee farms are threatened by climate 
change. With your support, they are coming 
together to share tools and knowledge. United, this community can make the 
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urgent changes needed to help their family farms last for generations so their 
children like Ariana can thrive. 

 
Ordinary neighbours like you have come together to 
do extraordinary things for the most vulnerable in 
society. In this uncertain and fragile world, let’s keep 
looking out for our neighbours near and far. 
from https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-

appeals/global-neighbours-autumn-appeal 
 

OUTDOOR CHURCH 

The weather was perfect for our first OutDoor 
Church on Sunday 13th September.  It was a 
beautiful early autumn day, warm, with bright 
sunshine and blue skies – so easy therefore to 
appreciate God in the wonder of creation around 
us. 

About 26 of us, aged between 11 and 94, gathered for a 
short but moving prayer and reflection, before 
wandering off to enjoy the delights of the Botanical 
Gardens in Singleton.  Of course, we hadn’t seen each 
other for more than six months, so that was extra special 
as well.  We had an activity to help us listen to God, 
before gathering together 
again with the question ‘if that 
had been a sermon, what 
would it have said’ as we 

shared how we had found God. 

We are looking forward to our next two Out-Door 
events on 27th September on Swansea Bay Beach and 
11th October in Clyne Gardens.  Details will be in the 
weekly letter for you to book your place. 

Leslie 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/global-neighbours-autumn-appeal
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/global-neighbours-autumn-appeal
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PASTORAL CONCERNS (from Gwen D) 

As the summer ends and we move into Autumn we give thanks for sunny 
days and the wonders of nature. 

• We pray for Governments around the world as they lead us through the 
challenges posed by Coronavirus.    We give thanks for the work of all 
front line and essential workers especially those in Health, Social Care, 
Education and Retail and pray for their safety. 

• We remember those who feel depressed, isolated or lonely and pray they 
will be well supported by family and friends.. 

• In our local communities we remember those who are challenged by 
their age or infirmity and pray they will be well supported.  We pray for 
their families and their carers who strive to meet their needs. 

• Our love and best wishes to Thelma who continues her recovery in 
Singleton Hospital and to all those going to, or continuing their studies at, 
University.  We wish them all well. 

• We pray for Hena and Anthony, just married in our church under the 
challenging restrictions of coronavirus, that God will bless their future 
lives together. 

  
FROM THE TREASURER 

Each year, we make a series of donations to organisations that, through the 
Mission and Outreach Committee, we wish to support but for which there has 
not been a specific fundraising activity (communion collection or coffee 
morning).  These were done during August as usual and we have received 
acknowledgements from some of them. 
 
From Global Justice Now:  Thank you for your donation of £200 from Uniting 
Church Sketty.  With your generous gift you are helping to provide us with the 
vital resources we need to help make a better world.  You’re enabling us to 
take action against the worst excesses of corporate power, and campaign for 
positive alternatives to the current economic system. 
To protect our independence, we don’t accept funding from government or 
institutions that could water down our aims. This makes your donation so 
important to us. It gives us the freedom to campaign on complex and 
important issues that others won’t touch. 
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Positive change is not a quick process, but we have learnt what we can do 
when we work together and we stay committed. This year we will continue to 
see political uncertainties as opportunities to campaign for an alternative 
[approach]… We are so grateful that you do too. Together we are fighting for 
a better world. 
 
From the Methodist Ministers’ Housing Society:  Thank you to Uniting Church 
Sketty.  We were delighted to receive your kind donation of £150 which arrived 
on 13 August 2020. 
Your support enables MMHS to continue its ongoing ministry of housing 
retired presbyters and deacons, to fulfil our Acts 4:34 vision - 'There was not a 
single person in need among them'. 
The latest copy of our news publication Roof 'n' Roots is now available on our 
website www.mmhs.org.uk and we hope will be of interest in giving a picture 
of our work and some of the ministerial residents who have made their home 
with us. Thank you for your support of our work. 
 
On behalf of Methodist Homes (MHA):  Thank you very much for sending a 
cheque on behalf of Uniting Church Sketty for the continuing work of 
Methodist Homes.  I appreciate very much the generous donation of 
£250 from Uniting Church Sketty. 
As you are probably aware Methodist Homes has been badly affected by 
Covid-19 having lost around 400 residents and 3 members of staff to the 
virus.  This will have great financial implications on the work of Methodist 
Homes in the foreseeable future.  

Geoff N 

 
CHARITY GIVING / TITHING 

As you know, in Uniting Church Sketty we seek to tithe 
our income:  that is, to give at least 10% of everything 
we raise to charities and other good causes.  In recent 
years, including coffee mornings and communion 
collections, we have actually given away over 15% each 
year. 
That came to a bit of an abrupt ending, once we were 
no longer able to meet in church.  We didn’t give up 

http://www.mmhs.org.uk/
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‘giving’ all together – to keep it simple, we asked people to give only to 
Christian Aid, and people have been doing that, through church and of course 
on their own, through the website.  Some donations for other charities have 
also been coming in. 
Given that this situation is set to continue for many months to come, and given 
that the organisations we want to support need the money to keep doing their 
very important work, the Mission and Outreach team decided that it was time 
to ‘normalise’ things a bit more, and so we have identified a charity a month 
that we will support as a church.  Details of each month’s charity will be 
included in this magazine.  If anyone would like to give to this charity (in the 
way they would have through a communion collection or at a coffee morning), 
then they can do so by: 
Sending a cheque, payable to Uniting Church Sketty, to Geoff N (Treasurer), 
with a note as to where it should go (eg name of the charity).  It is possible to 
write one cheque, both for your offering to the church as well as your giving to 
the charity, as long as it comes with a clear note as to how it should be divided. 
Thank you,  

Leslie 

 

NOTE:  For October the charity will be Hands Up for Downs (HUFD). I attach 
some information from Jan C. 
Thanks 
Susan G 

HUFD was founded in 2012 by parents of 
children born with Down's Syndrome. It 
is a registered charity and affiliated to 
Down's Syndrome Association.  Its aims 
are to provide support for children and 

parents and so ensure that children have access to services they need. Also 
to provide social inclusion by raising awareness and thus changing 
perceptions. Additionally to offer advice, and training for health and 
educational specialists. In normal times most  of the fund raising is done by 
friends and families with every £1 raised being very carefully allocated to 
meet the needs of our 50 families. Some £43,000 per annum is needed to 
fund the speech training which is not available through other sources. It also 
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meets the cost of physiotherapy, swimming, gymnastics etc.  For further info 
please go to our web site, www.handsupfordowns.weebly.com 
As a trustee for this very small local charity it is obviously very close to my 
heart and UCS has offered support by providing a venue for Maketon speech 
and development training. Our church was  also due to donate the proceeds 
from one of our  monthly coffee mornings. Obviously this did not materialise 
but it has now been decided that HUFD should be designated as our October 
charity and so, on behalf of the children and their families, can I thank you in 
advance and most sincerely for any contribution you may choose to make. 
All good wishes.  Jan C 

 

CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS IN OCTOBER!!!! 

I am sure we all realise that Christmas this year will be 
unlike any we have experienced before.   
Most of you are aware that with the closure of the 
Swansea Operation Christmas Child Warehouse we 
became less involved.  For various reasons, we were 
unhappy with the way volunteer workers were being 

replaced by those from corporate businesses.  However, we still appreciate 
how those gifts to needy children are required as much this year as in the past.  
To this end, we still plan to send to Cardiff the wonderful fillers so many of you 
have been busy knitting, along with any filled boxes. From there they will go 
on to the large warehouse in Birmingham for processing.  We will be letting 
you know the date for this collection in the next magazine.  We are so grateful 
for all the support you have given us in the past with OCC. 
However, as so often happens, as one door closes another opens.  Following a 
suggestion at a Mission and Outreach meeting it was suggested that many local 
asylum seekers and refugees might benefit from the gift of a shoebox at 
Christmas.    So, as well as fulfilling our promise of fillers to OCC, we are now 
planning, with Adella, at making up Christmas shoe boxes for local distribution.    
The format of this is still very much in the early planning stages, working with 
Adella.  The boxes will need to be categorised into male, female and children 
in age groups as previously.  We hope to give far more detail about this new 
initiative in the November magazine.  We will also then plan to give ideas of 
the sort of contents that will be appreciated in the boxes. It will be so good to 
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eliminate the high cost of postage for each box and know they are going to 
supply a local need. Knowing how generous you have always been in the past 
we feel sure we will be able to count on your support.   
So please look forward to hearing more about this exciting outreach.  

Alan, Linda and Jan   
 

WELCOME CHURCHES NETWORK (WELCOMECHURCHES.ORG) 

I am pleased to report that in our continuing 
work to support asylum seekers and 
refugees, UCS has joined the Welcome 
Churches Network as an associate church 
member. 

In order to do this, we had to inform the Network of our Church Leader (Leslie), 
who would be our Welcome Churches Coordinator (Adella), and who would be our 
Data Protection Officer (Les).   
Briefly, Welcome Churches Network identifies churches around the UK who are 
committed to welcoming refugees. This means that as refugees and asylum 
seekers move around the UK, they can easily find a church to welcome them into 
the community, be it into the worshipping family, or by other support initiatives 
that the local church is already involved in, for refugees and asylum seekers.   
In a similar way to our thinking, Welcome Churches wants refugees and asylum 
seekers to grow in their gifting and leadership and for churches to benefit from 
their unique contribution. For example, there are 2 asylum seekers volunteering 
at the Clothing Bank. 
Welcome Churches knows that churches are well placed to provide community 
and care for those who have lost homes and family and are recovering from 
trauma.  The organisation helps churches connect relationally with partners in 
their own communities to provide integrated support for refugees.  UCS already 
works with other partners, e.g Swansea Asylum Seekers Support & Unity in 
Diversity, but it’s always good to be building our networking wider. 
Like us, Welcome Churches believes that the Church should be at the forefront of 
challenging injustices faced by refugees and asylum seekers and fear and prejudice 
within our wider communities. Over time I hope that we can benefit from our 
membership of Welcome Churches and may even be able to share with the 
Network what we do which can be passed on to the other Network members. 

Adella P 
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But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the LORD, “Look, 
Lord! Here and now I give half of my possession to the 
poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I 
will pay back four times the amount.” —Luke 19:8 

The “Zacchaeus Project” is a joint effort by the Council for 
World Mission, Lutheran World Federation, World 
Communion of Reformed Churches and World Council of Churches. “Our faith 
compels us towards a just world, and one way of attaining it is through a system 
of just taxation that is directed towards the needs of the poor and dispossessed 
and not towards the wants of a few” (Philip Peacock) 
The project calls for a global tax and economic system that acts 
like Zacchaeus, the tax collector who repented of his wicked ways, 
which delivers equity and makes reparation for exploitation and 
injustice. “Zacchaeus’ changed ways are signs of the changes 
needed to our systems so that through the fruit of our work and wealth the poor 
are lifted up and those who have been exploited are recompensed. Taxation is an 
important tool for sharing wealth equitably within and across countries as well as 
for holding corporations and citizens accountable for their responsibility towards 
upholding the common good, including care for our shared global ecology.”  
The campaign advocates for tax justice, addressing social and ecological debts, 
including reparations for colonialism and slavery, at local, national and global 
levels. The campaign serves to educate churches about the issues involved while 
advocating for tax justice and reparations at the highest level. 
The specific calls of the Zacchaeus Tax Campaign include: A call for progressive 
wealth taxes at global and national levels; a stop to tax evasion and avoidance by 
multinational corporations and individuals; progressive carbon and pollution 
taxes; the immediate implementation of a financial transaction tax on trade in 
equities, bonds, currencies and derivatives to curb harmful speculative activities. 

Noel D (from http://wcrc.ch/zactax) 
  

A HYMN FOR OUR TIMES, WRITTEN BY OUR OWN LEIGHTON J 
Think back for a moment, if you will, to the very beginning of lockdown.  We’re 
back at the end of March / beginning of April.  I think all of us thought then, 
that we would perhaps be out of the church building for three months or so, 
and then we would return, and everything would be back to normal.  So, in 
anticipation of that, I contacted Leighton, who as we know, writes such 
beautiful and meaningful hymns, to see if he would be willing to write a special 

http://wcrc.ch/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ZacchaeusTaxCampaignCalls.pdf
http://wcrc.ch/zactax
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hymn for us that we could sing on our first Sunday back together in church.  He 
was delighted to do so. 
Now of course we know that it’s not that simple.  Even as and when we return, 
we won’t (can’t) all be together and we aren’t yet allowed to sing.  Let’s not 
give up hope – the time will come; it’s just we don’t know when.  So in 
anticipation of that, I share with you now Leighton’s hymn, to sing and pray in 
the privacy of your own home.  I absolutely love the way he’s made it so 
'personal' to the church whilst also giving a much wider perspective, as well as 
bringing Covid and climate change together:  the twin challenges of our era.  
One day, we will sing it together.  The tune is Penlan (In heavenly love abiding).  
Thank you, Leighton, for this wonderful hymn.   
Leslie 

 

1  Through grace, Great God, we gather. 
With joyful thoughtful minds 
With thanks to you, our Father, 
For guidance in these times 
By preacher and church leaders 
Through lockdown we've been led 
With magazines revealing 
And church through zoom well shared. 
 
2  But sometimes celebrations 
Bring sad thoughts to our minds 
Recalling those occasions 
When those in thousands died. 
With care beyond their calling 
Health workers risked their lives 
And many died undaunted 
Deep love personified. 

3  So much we took for granted 
Till lockdown ruled our streets 
For then we could not gather 
For work nor fam'ly meet 
But out of this depression  
Came care beyond our dreams 
Then global warming lessened 
From fossil fuels freed. 
 
4  Now crucial choices challenge 
As clouds of darkness grow 
New lifestyles we must manage 
Where care, not greed, can grow 
Through Covid and world warming 
Your will, Lord, help us heed 
Then as we serve your calling 
Find Christ through those in need. 

 

DON R, JAMAICA 

Bethel people may remember the visit of Jamaicans, Donald R with his wife 
Gloria and son Christopher.  He spoke one Sunday morning about the church 
where he was church secretary – North Street, Kingston, Jamaica, part of the 
United Church of Jamaica and Grand Cayman.  He described it as being in the 
ghetto.  When we visited Jamaica, he would not take us there because we 
would not be safe. 
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We first met the Reynolds family when we moved to Clapham Congregational 
Church (later URC) in 1967.  He had graduated in Jamaica 
and was articled to a firm of chartered accountants in the 
City.  Don was a real live wire, being especially good at 
conversing with our large number of children and young 
people from the West Indies.  At 23 he was also a very 
good church deacon.  He and Gloria, also from Jamaica, 
had been married at Clapham.  As soon as he qualified 
he returned home both to pursue his career and to serve 
the Church, where he soon became an elder and officer. 
His accountancy work took him around the Caribbean.  
North Street Church did and does outstanding work for 
the local community.  It provides breakfast for primary 
school children. When it was realised that there was no 

bakery, the church opened one, serving both the community and the staff of 
the local hospital.  Many families there have no man in them, just mothers and 
children.  The church provides tuition in dressmaking and, probably, other 
skills, so that mothers can earn something to support their families.   
Just before the family visited Swansea a fire destroyed the chapel but, 
fortunately the other buildings were spared.  This poor congregation decided 
immediately to seek help to rebuild.  Help came from the UK and USA and now 
the work is complete. We held a tea party at our house to raise money. 
We heard recently that Don R has been honoured by the Government of 
Jamaica, which has conferred on him “The Order of Distinction in the Rank of 
Commander (CD) for exceptional services in the field of Accountancy and 
significant contribution to Public and Private Sectors in Jamaica.”  Delyth and I 
have no doubt that this honour is well deserved but, I guess, his contribution 
to the people of North Street and its community and to the United Church is 
even greater.  Well done, Don!           Ivor R 
 

A RED-LETTER DAY - 5th October 2020 

This is the day when our very own BUNNY becomes 102!!! 
Now then what can we say about Bunny? Well we certainly 
can't say that she acts her age for she never complains, is 
always interested in other people and always positive.  We 
certainly can't say that she looks her age for she has barely 
a wrinkle, is always colour coordinated in her dress and 
always smiling. We certainly can't say she thinks like her 
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age as she keeps up with all the news, has wonderful stories to share, but only 
if you ask her and a memory to be envied.  So what can we say? We can all say 
that she is a lovely, delightfully happy lady who we all benefit from knowing. 
She is someone who we love and appreciate a great deal. Thank you, Bunny, 
for being our very special Bunny. 

Jan C 

 
REEL TO REAL   

We will be watching "Invictus" this month. You can find it on BBCi Player until 
Friday the 2nd of October, which, I hope, is enough time for everyone to see 
it.  Our discussion date is Wednesday 7th October at 2.30pm on 
zoom.  Details of the login will be sent later. 
The film tells the inspiring true story of 
how Nelson Mandela joined forces with 
the captain of South Africa's rugby team 
to help unite their country. Newly elected 
President Mandela knows his nation 
remains racially and economically divided 
in the wake of apartheid. Believing he can 
bring his people together through the universal language of sport, Mandela 
rallies South Africa's underdog rugby team as they make an unlikely run to the 
1995 World Cup Championship match.   
This is a moving account of a sporting event which captured the hearts of all 
South Africans, tackling the issue of racial prejudice in sport, and the 
underlying causes preventing the unification of the people under its most 
famous and loved President.  
Everyone is welcome to join our zoom meeting.  For further information 
contact Sandra  
 
SUNDAY LUNCH 

We are still unsure about when we can resume our Sunday lunches at Yr Hen 
Dderwen but we certainly can’t go there yet as a large group. As suggested last 
month, perhaps some members could make their own arrangements and book 
in small family or friend groups, when such gatherings are allowed, either in Yr 
Hen Dderwen or elsewhere. 
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WESLEY CLUB  

Although we are still unable to arrange any meetings for the foreseeable 
future, we are still very fortunate to have a monthly newsletter keeping us 
entertained and in touch. 
At the time of publication, there will be only approximately 12 weeks to 
Christmas! Can I hear you sigh and say ‘Oh no!’  
Who knows, with any luck, we might be able to have a New Year lunch, actually 
sitting together and not virtually! 
Keep your fingers and toes crossed, with a little praying maybe?      
Stay safe 
Pauline       

 
COVER TO COVER  

Our next meeting of Cover to Cover will be held via 
Zoom at 10.00 & 10.45 on Thursday, October 1st. 
Madeleine W will lead our discussion of “A 
Respectable Trade” by Philippa Gregory. 
 
Our book for November 5th will be “The Dust 
Diaries“  by Owen Sheers. 
All are welcome to join us; just contact me  

Mike W 

 

COLOURS OF THE RAINBOW 

When a rainbow appears in the sky as a result of the 
refraction and dispersion of the sun’s rays by water 
droplets, the seven colours that are said to be visible 
are: 
Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo and Violet.   

A popular mnemonic phrase to remember is :  
Richard of York Gave Battle In Vain.  
It refers to the Battle of Bosworth in 1485, when King Richard 111 was 
defeated by Henry Tudor, who became, as Henry V11, the first king of the 
Tudor dynasty. However, it can also be fun to make up some other phrases 
such as: 
Run Off You Girls, Boys In View! 
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Roll Out Your Guinness, Boys In Vats! 
While some people prefer to recall the colours by making up a man’s name 
eg: ROY G BIV. 
Nowadays, however, it is widely believed that indigo does not strictly appear 
in the spectrum, but was merely included by Sir Isaac Newton, the 17th  century 
English physicist and mathematician, because he thought that seven was 
better than six (since he believed there was a connection between the colours, 
the seven musical notes and the known objects in the Solar System [ed.]).
                                             Pauline L 

WORDS FROM WOOKIE 

3 September:  Dear hoomans, I wonder if you ever feel afraid?  I’m currently 
frightened of my food bowl, and have been for the last couple of weeks.  My 
hoomans don’t understand why (and if I’m honest, neither do I).  But I slink back 
from it when they put it down and give it a wide berth.  One day I hardly ate 
anything from it, I was so afraid.  So my hoomans (because I have them wrapped 
around my little paw) have started putting yummy things in my food to tempt me 
to eat out of the bowl.  Chicken and gravy or lamb and gravy from their Sunday 
dinners are my favourite!  After all, I’m not stupid, am I?  It works – the yummy 
smell from the food helps me to overcome my fear, and so I now eat from the 
bowl.  Every cloud has a silver lining – or to put it more theologically from Psalm 
23:  Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me….  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  You 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  Although I must admit, I don’t like the 
thought of having oil poured over my head!  Lots of woofs, Wookie 
11 September:  Dear hoomans, well, it all happened round mine today!  There I 
was, sitting on the bed, keeping an eye out the bedroom window for any intruders 
in the back garden (cats, you know, have to keep them out), when there was a 
massive kerfuffle and I saw white feathers. White feathers! I thought, ‘something’s 
going on here….’  And then I saw a sparrow hawk had pinned a pigeon to the 
ground and was trying to kill it!  Other pigeons and magpies were circling around 
overhead, making lots of noise.  Of course, I had to join in by barking!  The next 
thing I saw, was that the pigeon had somehow escaped and the sparrow hawk was 
sitting on top of the garden umbrella, keeping watch.  I wanted to go out and 
investigate, but my hoomans wouldn’t let me until they’d washed the pigeon 
blood off the patio.  Bother!!  But all the bird business reminded me of Isaiah 40:31 
- But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar 
on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be 
faint.  (Although to be honest, I think the pigeon might have felt a bit faint after all 
that).  Lots of woofs, Wookie 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_System
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REFLECTIONS ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS (4) 
As you know, we’re currently reflecting 
together on Paul’s Letter to the church in 
Philippi which he wrote in prison. The 
Letter to the Philippians gives us a sense 
of his closeness, his warm love and deep 
concern for the integrity of faith, the 
sincerity of Christian behaviour and the 
power of our witness to the Gospel.  
Read the passage first, then read these 
reflections and use the prayer that follows. 
  
Reading: Philippians 1:27-2:4    
Verses 27-31 Pulling together 
2018 was the 70th anniversary of the World Council of Churches (WQC). Global 
mission in the midst of two horrific and brutal wars was the main impetus for 
the formation of the WCC in 1948. How do Christians witness to the 
reconciliation, peace and justice of the Kingdom in the midst of such dire 
threats? (The question is with us still, of course). The goal, then as now, was 
one Church proclaiming one Gospel for the sake of one world. This is the heart 
of Paul’s words here: live worthily of the Gospel of Christ, stand firm, be one 
in spirit, and strive as one for the faith of the Gospel. Do not be intimidated in 
the face of contemporary threats. The aim is not unity for the sake of unity but 
unity that serves to advance the mission of God’s Kingdom in a divided world. 

Chapter 2, Verses 1-4  The characteristics of the Christian community 
Being in Christ: that is the definition of Christian community. And its features? 
Love is central for Paul. The fruit of this love is warmth of relationships, 
compassion for one another and joy in our unity with one another. There is no 
room for selfishness, boasting, or competition with each other. The wellbeing 
of others must be as important as our own. This is having ‘the mind of Christ’ 
(more on this next time!). How would our church perform in a survey that 
assessed us on these measures? 

Prayer: We thank you, Lord, for those who stood firm for the unity of your 
people despite threats. We pray for the World Council of Churches and its 
member churches: make us your family, God of life, and let us commit 
ourselves to be pilgrims of peace and justice today. May the mind of Christ 
shape all that we are and all we do, to your praise and glory. Amen.  

Noel D  
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FORGIVENESS… 

• …begins with God and is rooted in Jesus’ forgiveness 

• …is powered by the love that took Jesus to the cross and to Easter 

morning 

• …is therefore about release, restoration and new beginnings through 

Jesus 

• …and, therefore, has no limits (7x70 = infinity!) 

• …offers us the resources to live out in our lives and relationships the 

power released into human lives through Jesus 

• …is for persons but also for communities and nations 

• …has the potential to transform individual relationships as well as 

global connections 

• above all, then, forgiveness offers a new start to the world… 

• STARTING WITH ME!  

Noel D (inspired by Matthew 18.21-35) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our building development programme was funded by the following:

 

‘Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us’. 

But it isn’t always easy, is it? 


