
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

“As God’s chosen people, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience. Bear with each other and forgive one 

another… Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts.” (Colossians 3.12-15) 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

 
Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C                   
 
During Lockdown, Sunday morning worship is held on Zoom at 10.30am. See 
Leslie’s article for details. 

 

This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 
impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   
Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 
email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  

 
 
 

NOTE: THE MAGAZINE IS BEING PUBLISHED AS USUAL. IT CONTINUES TO BE 
AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF OUR KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH ONE ANOTHER AND 
OF BEING REMINDED OF GOD’S CALL AND PROMISE TO US.  SO PLEASE 
CONTINUE TO SEND ITEMS TO THE EDITOR.                  

 
DECEMBER/JANUARY MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the December/January bumper edition of the 
Magazine to be sent to Noel D by 19 November 2020 at the latest, but sooner 
if possible. Issue date: Sunday, 29 November 
 
 
 

Contacting us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH        
Website: www.unitingchurchSketty.org.uk 

 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/


3 
 

FROM THE MANSE 

Dear Friends 
I read an interesting blog post recently which made me think, 

and which I’d like to share with you.  The writer (Rev Neil 

Richardson) wrote how some years ago, a lorry crashed into a small village 

Methodist Chapel.  Although no one was in it, the chapel was damaged beyond 

repair, and was forced to close.   

You could say that Covid-19 has crashed into church buildings across our 

country.  We have been closed for nearly eight months, and many churches now 

also face an uncertain future.  People have described this crisis as our Babylonian 

exile, echoing a time when Israel had to learn to survive without its temple in 

Jerusalem (how can we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?). 

It’s not easy to get our buildings in proper perspective.  In a climate like ours, they 

are useful.  But perhaps they are not essential (those of us who have taken part in 

Out Door Church know that we have worshipped God in a different way in 

creation). 

For centuries a special space has become central to our understanding of what 

church is.  But in fact, the New Testament talks about Christ being our 

space.  ‘Abide in me, I in you’, says John’s Gospel. 

There’s a simple song I once learned (complete with actions, that you might be 

able to imagine). 

I am the church, you are the church,  

We are the church together. 

All who follow Jesus, all around the world. 

Yes, we’re the church together! 

Together, you and I, along with our brother and sister Christians around the world 

are the temple of Christ – Christ with us and in us. 

So the present crisis prompts searching questions.  What is our building 

for?  What does it mean?  How can we turn it into a welcoming and hospitable 

space that acts as a focal point for community engagement?  Project Hall is one 

step along this path – but it’s not the final step.  I pray that with Adella’s help, there 

may be a chance in the future for us to renew our commitment to community 

work.  Once we emerge from this crisis, the need for people across our 

community to come together, to renew and reform networks, might be more 

important than ever.  We need to be ready. 

With love,  Leslie 
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING – November 2020 

WEEK ONE  
We pray for everyone living in Sketty Park Road, Pine Tree Court, Greenwood 
Close, Dysgwylfa, Sketty Park Drive, Sketty Park Close, Oak Tree Avenue and 
Birch Tree Close.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK TWO 
We pray for other Christian communities whose members live in our vicinity 
– St Benedict’s, the Quaker Meeting and Christian students at our 
universities, who are facing especially challenging times.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK THREE 
We pray for districts of Swansea where there are family homes for 
youngsters and adults with physical and learning difficulties. Give the staff 
the strength they need to care for them during the Coronavirus pandemic. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK FOUR 
We pray for all churches who are ECO CHURCHES and for those who are 
taking steps to discover what being an ECO CHURCH entails.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

(prepared by Janet N) 
ZOOM WORSHIP FOR NOVEMBER 

I’d like to say a big thank you to our group of Zoom co-hosts who work hard 
behind the scenes every Sunday for our Zoom worship.  They run the 
PowerPoint presentation (which is tricky to do on Zoom), they do the 
spotlighting, so that we can see the person who is reading or preaching, they 
rename everyone so that we can see who people are, especially those on the 
phone and also make sure we are all muted when we need to be.  Without 
that team, our experience of worshipping on Zoom would be much 
poorer.  Thank you co-hosts! 
Preachers for November are: 

1st Jeff C 8th  Leslie 15th  Noel 22nd  Leslie 29th  Linda 
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PASTORAL UPDATE (from Gwen D) 

• We give thanks for the life of our dear friend Bunny, for her sunny nature, 
her smiles, her laughter, her positive outlook, her amazing memory and most 
of all for her grace and love. 
Our thoughts and prayers go to Thelma P and Sue J, both recovering from 
recent strokes, and to Pat G who at the time of writing is making steady 
progress in hospital.  We wish them well in their recovery. 

• In our Covid world, we think of the many struggles people are facing at 
home, at work, in care settings and in education and think especially of those 
known to us who have Covid, we wish them well in their recovery. 

• For all the people, and those who love them, awaiting diagnosis, treatment, 
and/or surgery, we pray God will be with them on their journey. 

• Congratulations to Annalene and Angus on the births of their Great 
Grandson and Great Granddaughter. 

 

OUTDOOR CHURCH 

We had a gloriously sunny afternoon for our second OutDoor Church on the 
beach on 27th September. Seventeen people joined us to think about our 
SENSE OF TOUCH. After our opening devotions our activities included A Prayer 
Walk for a beach (any beach), creating art in the sand and paddling in the sea! 
Passers by stopped to watch, somewhat bemused, I think. Adella made a small 
prayer labyrinth around or centre of worship and our cross. 
The prize for the most artistic sand and shell picture must go to Linda and Alan 
J, who, using sand and cockle shells spelled out that wonderful Bible passage - 
God so loved the world. We concluded by looking out to sea and contemplating 
the beauty around us. 
Our third OutDoor Church in Clyne Gardens on 11th October was the final 
meeting in our mini outdoor series. Once again the weather was sunny and it 
was warm for the time of year. This time we were thinking about our SENSE 
OF SMELL. It was good that Rev Ivor Rees was well enough to join the other 20 
people who signed up. Our worship centre on this occasion was a heart made 
from recycled wood from an old honeysuckle. Our cross, was, once again, in 
the centre. 
Our activities included the Prayer in the Park sheet, which several people used. 
As they walked some people collected leaves, nuts and fruits to add to our 
centre of worship. Some did leaf and bark rubbings and one person even 
hugged a tree! We concluded by being asked to focus on one tree as we looked 
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up to its crown and then its branches right down to its roots. Perhaps the 
roots  are the most important part of the tree and the roots of our being 
too,  as we are rooted and grounded in God.....and we must also remember to 
tread lightly on this, our precious earth. 
We look forward to our next OutDoor Church in November. 

Janet N 
 
 

 

 

 

OUTDOOR CHURCH, SUNDAY 15TH NOVEMBER.   
November is a time for remembering, and so in our OutDoor Church event we 
will take the time to remember loved ones who are no longer with us.  Meeting 
outside, amidst the quiet dying of nature around us, we will be able to reflect 
and give thanks for the love that we have shared with those who have 
died.  Details about time and place will be given in the Weekly Letter. 
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IN MEMORY OF VERA DOREEN ‘BUNNY’ ADAMS (1918-2020) 

We have all been saddened by the death of Vera Adams, known to everyone, 
of course, as Bunny, after a very short illness, only ten days or so before her 
102nd birthday. Her photograph in last month’s magazine reminds us of her 
warm smile, her young spirit, her generous friendship and her faithfulness to 
the life and worship of our church. As proof of that she became a member of 
UCS in 2018, having been a member of St Paul’s Church in Wales for many, 
many years before she started coming to our church because it was much 
more convenient for her in later years.  
She was faithful in worship, brought Sunday by Sunday by Jan C and usually 
escorted home by one of her ‘boys’. Jan recalls those journeys to church with 
joy: ‘Initially this was from her home in Llewellyn Street and latterly from The 
Old Vicarage. She always met me with a smile…and we sang “Oh, what a 
beautiful morning” as we went down the drive.’ Andy and Bob (two of ‘her 
boys’) recall that, while they were still in Swansea, they made every effort to 
visit her weekly at the Old Vicarage: ‘She was always alert, keeping herself busy 
reading, listening to music, doing word puzzles – Wordsearch was her 
favourite… We used to play dominoes and Scrabble with her. Despite her age 
she was no loser…’ Bunny was a much-loved member of Wesley Club too and 
participated in all the special events and weekly meetings, never missing the 
July outing and the New Year lunch. 
Her long life meant, of course, as Andy reminds us, that ‘she lived through the 
great depression, the Second World War and all the post-war difficulties’ as 
well as the enormous changes that have occurred in the latter decades of the 
twentieth century and the early years of this century. Jan recalls that ‘she kept 
a diary, exchanged long letters with friends across the globe and retained her 
genuine interest in others. Never losing her sense of fun.’ 
Andy and Bob write that ‘in all the time we knew her she was never a 
complainer, no matter what life threw at her; she was a gentle, kind, quiet 
woman with a warm smile, you couldn’t help but love Bunny. (For me, Andy, 
she was like the granny I never knew).’ 
Jan’s final words are: ‘Thank you, Bunny. What a legacy you have left us, not 
because you were nearly 102 years old but because of your unique 
personality.’ 
In his letter to the Philippians, Paul is writing to close and dear Christian friends 
and encourages them: ‘Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever 
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is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 
And the God of peace be with you’ (Philippians 4.8). Bunny did ‘think about 
such things’ and more than that, lived them out in a life that bore witness to 
the grace and love and joy of God in Christ at work in her heart. Thanks be to 
God for all she was by nature and by the grace of God. 

Noel D 
(based on tributes by Jan and Bob & Andy) 

 
REMEMBRANCE PRAYERS FOR PEACE 

Ever-living God, we remember those whom you have 
gathered from the storm of war into the peace of 
your presence; may that same peace calm our fears, 
bring justice to all peoples and establish harmony 
among the nations, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Let us commit ourselves to 
responsible living and faithful service.  
Will you strive for all that makes for 
peace?  
We will  
Will you seek to heal the wounds of 
war?  
We will  
Will you work for a just future for all 
humanity?  
We will  

Merciful God, we offer to you the 
fears in us that have not yet been cast 
out by love:  
May we accept the hope you have 
placed in the hearts of all people,  
And live lives of justice, courage and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our risen 
Redeemer.  

Amen  
 

from Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland 
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STAND WITH ME 
I ask you to stand with me 
For both the injured and the lost 
I ask you to keep count with me 
Of all the wars and what they cost 
 
I ask you to be silent with me 
Quietly grateful for our lot 
As I expect you’re as thankful as me 
For the health and wealth we’ve got 
 
I ask that you wish them well with me 
Those still risking their all 
And I ask you to remember with me 
The names of those that fall 
 

I expect that you are proud like me 
Of this great nation of ours too 
So enjoying all its freedoms like me 
Support those upholding them for you. 
 
I hope that you are hopeful like me 
That we’ll soon bring an end to wars 
So you’ll have to stand no more with me 
And mourning families no different from 
yours 
 
Till then be thankful that you can stand 
with me 
Thinking of those who now cannot 
For standing here today with me 
We show they’re not forgot.  

        In memory of Graham Maggs 

       25th April 1919 – 27th April 1943 

  Sent in by John and Jeanette S 

 

OUR CHARITY FOR NOVEMBER is the Methodist Fund for World Mission. 
This works with over 90 partner churches and organisations worldwide. As you 
can imagine, COVID is having a big impact on the work of mission partners.   
Ida Waddell is the Synod Health Secretary for the United Church of Zambia 

and a mission partner to the Methodist Church in Britain. “We are doing 

mission in new ways. I live with my husband, Keith, and our two children, 

Mubita and Ellie, in Mwandi, a remote area of Zambia. We’ve been helping 

however we can, driving to nearby Livingstone to buy groceries and other 

supplies for the hospital and members of our community. We have planted a 

vegetable patch, as fresh fruit and vegetables will become harder to find, to 

share with our neighbours. All life is sacred, and we have a life-affirming 

obligation to protect the lives of all whom God has entrusted into our care – 

even more so during these times”. 

We were unable to give our usual Easter Offering to the fund due to 
coronavirus. Please give what you can to support work across the world. 
Cheques made payable to Uniting Church Sketty can be sent to Geoff Noon – 
please make it clear which charity the money is for.  

Many thanks, Susan G 
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CHANGE IS IN THE DENOMINATIONAL AIR! 

NEW GENERAL SECRETARY FOR URC 

The Revd Dr John Bradbury, Minister of Downing Place United 
Reformed Church (URC), Whittlesford, Stetchworth and 
Cheveley URCs in Cambridgeshire, is the new General Secretary 
of the URC in succession to the Revd John Proctor. John 
Bradbury was born in 1977 in Cumbria. After studying in 
Edinburgh, he undertook graduate work in Cambridge whilst 
training for ministry at Westminster College. He was ordained 

in Liverpool in 2004 to work as part of the ecumenical team in the centre of the 
city, and to minister with Earle Road URC in Picton, an inner-city area of Liverpool. 
In 2007, John was appointed to teach Systematic Theology and Church History at 
Westminster College, where he ultimately served as Vice-Principal. In 2017, John 
was inducted to serve at the local Cambridgeshire churches. He has also been 
heavily involved in ecumenism. John loves music and, when he gets time, is 
something of a pianist. Commenting on his appointment, he writes: “I look forward 
to working with colleagues in the General Secretariat and across the life of the 
Church as we seek Christ's will in a fragile and troubled world. I ask your prayers 
for all in the URC whose lives will be touched by transition in the months to come.” 
(from the URC website) 
 
NEW SECRETARY OF METHODIST CONFERENCE 

The Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler, is the newly-appointed 
Secretary of Conference, having been Assistant Secretary 
since 2018. Jonathan trained for the Methodist ministry at 
Wesley House Cambridge from 1987-90, and spent a year 
prior to his first station at the Pontifical Gregorian University 

in Rome. His widespread experience of ministry has been gained through serving 
in a variety of places and roles across the country over the past 26 years. 
Throughout his ministry, Jonathan has maintained a rigorous approach to 
scholarship, reading for his PhD while a circuit minister. From 2011-14 he served 
as Vice-Principal of Wesley House Cambridge, and since 2014 he has been serving 
as Ministerial Co-ordinator for the Oversight of Ordained Ministries in the 
Methodist Connexional Team. 
Jonathan Hustler brings to the role of Secretary of the Conference a reflective, 
informed, faithful and compassionate style of ministry, which will undoubtedly 
foster the vocations and gifts of others as he celebrates the presence of God.  
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Jonathan said: “It is an immense and daunting privilege to be nominated to be the 
Secretary of the Conference for the next six years; these are challenging and 
hopeful times and I look forward to continuing to work closely with my colleagues 
and the senior leaders of the Church as we respond to the gospel through the 
outworking of Our Calling.” (from the Methodist Church in Great Britain website) 
We pray for God’s blessings upon John and Jonathan as they undertake their crucial 
ministries among us [ed.]  
 
REFORMATION DAY 31 OCTOBER 2020 

Reformation Day, is marked annually on October 31. It 
symbolizes the beginnings of the Reformed tradition just as 
Wesley Day on 24 May symbolizes the birth of Methodism. 
It honours, firstly, Luther’s posting of his 95 Theses on the 
Castle Church doors in Wittenberg, Germany on October 31, 
1517. It is celebrated mainly by Protestants as a 
commemoration of the origin of the Protestant 

Reformation. Luther's 95 theses sparked the Reformation, as they were quickly 
translated and spread across Germany within weeks.  
The other key figure of the Reformation was John Calvin 
(1509-1564). Born in Noyon, Picardy, France and died in 
Geneva, Switzerland. He was a theologian and  eccles-
iastical statesman.  He was the leading French Protestant 
reformer and the most important figure in the second 
generation of the Protestant Reformation. His 
interpretation of Christianity, advanced above all in 
his Institutio Christianae religionis (1536 but elaborated in 
later editions; Institutes of the Christian Religion), and the 
institutional and social patterns he worked out for Geneva, deeply influenced 
Protestantism elsewhere in Europe and in North America.  
 

A prayer for Reformation Sunday: 
God of grace, through the testimony of the apostles, you have stirred up the gifts 
of your grace. Through the witness of Martin Luther, John Calvin and other saints 
and martyrs of the Reformation era, through John and Charles Wesley, and the 
saints of every generation, you have recalled us to the life of faith. Rejoicing in this 
expansive communion of the faithful, we pray that, with all who live and die in 
faith and hope, we may share in the life of your abundant promises, through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. God of grace, shepherd us. Amen. 

adapted from https://worshipwords.co.uk/ 

 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Noyon
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ecclesiastical
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ecclesiastical
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Protestantism
https://www.britannica.com/event/Reformation
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Institutes-of-the-Christian-Religion
https://www.britannica.com/place/Europe
https://www.britannica.com/place/North-America
https://worshipwords.co.uk/
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from http://www.richardgunther.org/Bible/Bible%20cartoons/ © free 

 

Luther and Calvin wouldn’t have put it quite like this, but it is, 

nevertheless, the heart of Reformation faith!  “We live by God’s grace.” 

John Wesley would have agreed too – see below [ed.] 

 
John Wesley defined grace as God's "bounty, or favour: 
his free, undeserved favour, ... man having no claim to the 
least of his mercies. It was free grace that ‘formed man of 
the dust of the ground, and breathed into him a living 
soul,' and stamped on that soul the image of God, and ‘put 
all things under his feet.' ... For there is nothing we are, or 
have, or do, which can deserve the least thing at God's 
hand."  
The Book of Discipline defines grace as "the undeserved, 

unmerited, and loving action of God in human existence through the ever-
present Holy Spirit." Grace pervades all of creation and is universally present. 
Grace is not a gift that God packages and bestows on us and creation. Grace is 
God's presence to create, heal, forgive, reconcile and transform human hearts, 
communities and the entire creation. Wherever God is present, there is grace! 
Grace brought creation into existence. Grace birthed human beings, bestowed 
on us the divine image, redeemed us in Jesus Christ and is ever transforming 
the whole creation into the realm of God's reign of compassion, justice, 
generosity and peace. 

from https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/a-wesleyan-understanding-
of-grace 

http://www.richardgunther.org/Bible/Bible%20cartoons/
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/a-wesleyan-understanding-of-grace
https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/a-wesleyan-understanding-of-grace
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ADELLA’S JOTTERS 

I have now been in post as the CRCW for the Swansea region of URC churches 
for 14 months.  A month and a half of which I spent in New Zealand and since 
March, like a lot of people working with the changes brought to us by COVID 
19.  I meet up periodically with the members of my Steering Committee and 
as I have recently written my report for this month’s meeting I thought I would 
share some of my updates with you. 
Here at UCS, along with other Unity in Diversity (UiD) volunteers, we have 
begun the process of moving the Clothing Bank to an upstairs room.  The vison 
is that the activity of the clothing bank will be a catalyst for other asylum seeker 
related events/projects taking place at the church in the future or 
strengthening the existing links the church already has with the asylum seeker 
community.  I receive regular offers of clothing & other donations from 
members of the church which is much appreciated.  My ministry at UCS, sits 
nicely with the work of the church’s Outreach, Events & Mission Committee: 
Sunbeams, OutDoor Church and other church & community initiatives. 
I am now Chair of the trustees of Unity in Diversity.  UiD re-opened in a new 
style pre-Covid, only to have to close 2 weeks later, due to the Swansea Local 
Lockdown. Trustees and volunteers continue to visit the ‘UiD Family’ with food 
and requests from the Clothing Bank.  (Approx. 110 addresses on file, a mix of 
single people and families). We have a what’s app group with 60 participants, 
which again is another way of building contact and relationships.    
At Christ Well URC, The Emergency Food Resource that ran during the last 
lockdown of which I was part, ended at the beginning of September.  Briefly 
the project supported approx.30 households (not all the same households 
every week) which included 10 asylum seeker households.  Delivering food 
parcels of perishable & non-perishable food items, toiletries & essential 
household cleaning products.  In the community, the church has a working 
relationship with St Johns Day Care Centre and its Community Garden.  There 
are plans to hold small outdoor group meetings at the garden, with people I 
have met through the ERF – weather allowing!  I am a member of the Ward’s 
Covid-19 Community Coordination Group which is enabling me to do some 
crossover work with asylum seekers in the area. 
God continues to nudge me, support me and protect me in these challenging 
times it’s a privilege to hold this post.  

Every blessing  
Adella  
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CHOCOLATE CHANGES THE WORLD: GOOD NEWS FOR OUR MINISTER! 

(This piece is dedicated to Leslie and Geoff!) 

The following poem was written by Lucy, then 15 

years old and a pupil at Haberdashers Monmouth 

School for Girls, after being surprised and delighted 

by 'Divine Chocolate', the famous Fairtrade 

chocolate. In 2017, this poem won an annual competition organized jointly by 

Divine Chocolate and Christian Aid, to spark children's creativity and take 

people on a voyage of discovery through the world of chocolate, cocoa 

farmers, Fairtrade and literature. Lucy's poem, Sharing Tastes Divine! is 

inspired by Ghanaian farmers and explores how chocolate appeals to all five 

senses. For more information see: www.divinechocolate.com/news/poetry. 

 
Sharing Tastes Divine! 

Look! 

The sky-high trees, blossoming with tiny flowers 
The scorching sun dries the beans for hours 
The industrious farmers splitting the pods 
Cut the giant yellow rugby balls down with rods 
Their clothing patterned bright and beautiful 
Like the Adinkras on the packaging, West African 
symbols 
Special meanings imprinted on the smooth chocolate surface 
Shiny, shimmering coins read ‘Freedom and 
Justice’ 
Sharing looks Divine! 
 
Listen! 
The soft rustling of leaves swaying in the breeze 
Muffled laughter and chatter whilst doing their duties 
Hard labour makes the workers sweaty and breathless  
Amongst rattling of beans  
and the humming insects’ chorus 
The foil wrapper crackles  
and the chocolate snaps apart 
This chocolate deserves a special place in my heart 
Sharing sounds Divine! 
 

http://www.divinechocolate.com/news/poetry
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Smell! 
The sticky pulp in the fresh plantain leaves 
Aromatic, fermenting, bitter-sweet beans 
Smoking and roasting, hints of caramel 
Added nuts and fruit, they go so well 
Sharp raspberries and fruity mango fill the air 
The rich dark chocolate, I want to share 
Sharing smells Divine! 
 
Touch! 
Fairtrade farms touch the lives of so many 
A just share of profits from each shopper’s penny 
Better living, health and futures for all 
Buying Divine makes me feel so warm 
The silky-smooth piece melts on my fingers 
Touches my lips ad paradise lingers 
Sharing feels Divine! 
 
Taste! 
Irresistible flavour, sweeter than honey 
But tart as well, isn’t that funny? 
The velvety square inside my mouth 
Delicious, heavenly, perfect! I want to shout 
Good for me and great for the farmers 
“Pa Pa Paa!” As they say in Ghana. 
Sharing tastes Divine! 

from the Divine Chocolate website: 
https://www.divinechocolate.com/news/poetry 

 
* The word ‘Divine’ is itself ambiguous: chocolate is ‘Divine’ because it is ‘delicious’; 

but it is also ‘Divine’ because the growing, harvesting, producing, selling and buying 

of Fairtrade goods are ‘from God’ and help us to look, to listen, to smell, touch and 

taste the work of the Kingdom in our unjust but hopeful world today. A Welsh translation 

of this poem appeared on the Union of Welsh Independents’ website for World Food 

Day! [ed.] 

 

https://www.divinechocolate.com/news/poetry


16 
 

ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 

Many of us at UCS have charities which we support with our money and time. 
Which charities do you support? I would be grateful, to gain evidence 
towards our GOLD ECO AWARD, if you could let me know… 

• Which charities you support 

• How long you have been supporting them 

• Have you held office in any of these charities 

• Would you be willing to write something about why you started supporting 
this charity etc. 

This information will not be made public and can be anonymous, if you wish. 
You can e-mail your information or post it to me. Address available if required. 
I would also like information about any environmental charities which you 
support or do any voluntary work for. For example, have you planted trees 
anywhere for a charity such as the Woodland Trust or using your own 
initiative? 
Are you a member of any environmental groups such as the RSPB, the Gower 
Society, Greenpeace, WWF, Woodland Trust etc. 
THIS MONTH’S TIP FOR US ALL AS INDIVIDUALS – 
Switch off your lights at home when they are not needed… help reduce your 
carbon footprint. 
Many thanks 
Janet N 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Anna G, Rena G’s grand-daughter, on being awarded a 
first-class honours degree in Real Estate and Property Management at 
Newcastle University. Anna already has a job lined up in London for September 
2021. In the meantime, she’s working on crucial Covid-19 testing at a Testing 
Centre at the iconic Humber Bridge. We can imagine how proud Rena is of 
Anna. Well done! 

 
 

APPRECIATION Joan and John P would like to thank all our friends in church 
for the cards and good wishes received on their 92nd Birthdays in October and 
September. We really appreciated the kindness shown. 
Joan and John. 
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CREATION-WISE PROJECT 
SWANSEA AND GOWER METHODIST CIRCUIT 
2019-2021 
Newsletter – October 2020 

 
Dear Friends, 
About 65 of you ‘attended’ our Circuit Service online which was fantastic.  I’ve 
had some very positive response and hope that it has revived your interest and 
prompted some ideas! 
I thought a good follow-up might be to do a newsletter (possibly monthly – 
we’ll see how we go!).  In this I will give you news and ideas – anything that I 
manage to gather in that seems appropriate.   
First off, in the service I mentioned the Environment Centre, which is now open 
again following lockdown.  If you are able to get there the shop is open from 
10.00 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. Tuesday to Saturday.  Their popular refill station is still 
operating though now you have to ask the shop volunteer to do it rather than 
fill things yourself. You can also ‘click and collect’ items from their shop rather 
than physically browse if you prefer.   They are also collecting a number of items 
for recycling that can’t go through the Local Authority recycling scheme and 
have extended the range of things they can take:  crisp packets & fruit 
bar/biscuit wrappers; bread bags (not Warburtons which are harder plastic); 
toothbrushes and tubes; the dispenser part of pump packs; Tassimo pods; CDs; 
bike inner tubes; and worn out children’s wellies!  If you can collect these, take 
them down in separate bags (you can use the bread bags to carry other things).  
In the service I reminded people that Ecochurch isn’t just about the obvious 
‘environmental things’ and I listed lots of other themes, and ‘actions’ we can 
take: 
➢ support Fairtrade – available at Environment Centre or from me if 

delivery/collection can be arranged within Covid rules!; 
➢ twin your toilet or your bin (these can also be given as rather unusual 

Christmas gifts!) - see www.toilettwinning.org or www.bintwinning.org  
➢ pray – our current Prayer handbook has the theme ‘The Earth is the Lord’s’ 

with plenty of prayers on this theme. 
➢ Study and reflect on the issues, alone or with others. 
➢ Support young people who may be suffering what is now described as 

‘climate anxiety’. 
➢ Tell others about God’s love for all of creation. 

http://www.toilettwinning.org/
http://www.bintwinning.org/
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➢ Support the Climate justice campaigns of e.g. Christian Aid; Traidcraft, All 
We Can; Climate Action; Tearfund; A Rocha. 

Remember ‘No-one is too small to make a difference’ (Greta Thunberg) and 
every small action adds to the great wave of concern and influence. 
More news in a month or so, hopefully. 

Pam C 
 

CHRISTMAS BOXES 

As we explained in last month’s magazine, we still plan 
to deliver any fillers as well as filled boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child.  We will deliver these boxes and fillers 
to a drop off point in Swansea from where they will be 
collected and taken to a centre in Oldbury (West 
Midlands).  We plan to make this drop off on Tuesday 
10th November.   

We will be at church on Monday 9th November between 9 and 11 am to 
receive any boxes or fillers, bought or prepared.  If you have items but are 
unable to deliver them to the church, please contact us  to make alternative 
arrangements, or alternatively, if you wish to drop off your own items you will 
find details of drop off places in Swansea on the Operation Christmas Child UK 
website.   
 
                                       ---------------------------------------------------- 
   

However, as mentioned last month, we are planning a 
new initiative this year and would really welcome your 
help.  
 Instead of preparing boxes for other countries we plan 
to focus more locally.  Our association, with the clothing 

bank operating from our church, provides us with an ideal opportunity to give 
a gift of love without the cost of the postage needed with OCC. Through Adella, 
we will know the number of families, single men/women and children for 
whom items will be needed.  
 If you are able to obtain a shoebox in which to put your gifts that would be 
great, but the alternative we are suggesting is a fabric bag. We hope to have 
many of these bags ready, along with a list of suggested gifts to go inside, in 
the next few weeks.   

http://geekalabama.com/tag/let-it-snow/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://ayumills.blogspot.com/2008/08/patchwork-drawstring-pouch.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Knowing in the past how generous you have been we really hope you can help 
us this year so that we can provide a bag or box for all those seeking to make 
a new life in our area.  If you would like to fill a bag but are unable, because of 
shielding, to go shopping, we are hoping to obtain items online which you 
would be welcome to purchase from us.   
Thank you in advance. We are sure, like us, you will be excited to show our 
love for others in this way.  

Linda, Alan and Jan                                              
 
WORLD FOOD DAY 

 
 
October 16th 2020 was World Food Day with the motto: ‘Grow, nourish, 
sustain. Together.  Our actions are our future’. The day itself is now passed, 
of course, but we can still commit to Feed the World! Every child that dies of 
starvation is a victim of an inexcusable injustice, especially when we think of 
the money and time that are lavished on producing weapons of war and 
indulging the selfish whims of pleasure! 
NO CHILD DESERVES TO GO TO BED HUNGRY! 

‘The number of people facing acute food insecurity is 
expected to nearly double to 265 million in 2020, 
from 135 million in 2019.  The pandemic is impacting 
60% of the world's workforce—2 billion workers—
who are in informal employment. Eighty percent of 
them are in sub-Saharan Africa, where most do not 
have access to a social safety net. It is also estimated 
that an additional 140 million people will be thrown into living in extreme 
poverty on less than US$1.90 per day in 2020.’ (World Council of Churches). 
1 out of 9 children dies from hunger. We can't continue to let that happen... 
We can solve it in a very simple way... and we can do it TOGETHER.  

Grow,  
Nourish,  
Sustain.  
Together. 
Our Actions 
are our future.  
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Recently some refugees said to aid workers "Maybe it would be better to be 
killed by the bombs...than to starve like we have for the past 20 days...there 
is no greater pain or torture than this" 
 
Be a part of history! Be a part of the greatest movement ever...   
Get your children involved! 
Children will always show love 
for other children! 

from the World Food Day and FAO (UN) Websites  

 
TOILET PAPER THAT HELPS BUILD TOILETS. 

Having learned that world wide billions of people 
have no access to toilets and that every two 
minutes a child dies of a disease related to poor 
water and sanitation, a group of friends 
determined to "do" something. Through a variety 
of fundraising schemes, they raised enough 
money to launch the "Who Cares a Crap" 
company. This company is linked with a number 
of global charities including Water Aid, and to 

date they have donated over £4.5 million pounds.   
Their paper products are mainly toilet paper, kitchen rolls and tissues. All are 
ink, dyes, scent and plastics free and made from 100% forest friendly bamboo. 
Recently they also became "carbon neutral". Obviously, the larger the order 
the cheaper the product. (e.g. 24 rolls of premium toilet paper are £26, 48 rolls 
are £40. If you place a regular order then the cost is reduced by 15%. Delivery 
is free. 
Whilst I appreciate many of us may not want to order 48 rolls, there is no 
reason why a few friends joining together could not have a shared order. True 
it may be a bit more hassle than simply walking into a super market and buying 
a packet of 4 or 9 or whatever, but think of the contribution you could be 
making to the life and health of others. This may be particularly important at a 
time when we are not able to support the work of Fair Trade and so many 
other charities. 
If you are interested in learning more and/or placing an order, just type in 
"Who gives a crap" in Google.    

Jan C 
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AMUSING MEMORIES 

Reading Jean Es' contribution to September's newsletter evoked some 
amusing memories in my own ministry. You can read about them here: 
Fresh out of college, full of energy and youth, we moved into our first ever 
manse, which was situated on a council estate, teeming with children. One day 
a group of them rang our doorbell; when we opened the door, there they were, 
and we asked them what we could do for them. They replied: “Oh, we just 
wanted to come and see some old people!” - Then Grace and I knew that our 
wild youthful years were well and truly over! 
In contrast to the previous assessment of my age, this happened: my first 
appointment included a chaplaincy to a local bakery, which meant that I visited 
the shop floor once a week to chat with the employees. One day one of them 
asked me: “What made you become a vicar, then, because I mean you're still 
quite young?” He obviously thought I must be wasting my youthful years! 
When I was in my mid-thirties, I went to Easter People (the Methodist 
equivalent to Spring Harvest) with a group of people from churches in my 
pastoral charge. While the adults were attending worship, the children had fun 
in their various age groups. Apparently the very young ones were asked by 
their leaders to find out some interesting facts about their ministers. I was 
asked among other things when I had been born – was it before World War 
Two? When I laughed at their way-out guess, they came up with the follow-up 
question: before World War One?! - I soon became friends with them, as you 
can imagine! 
Finally, in one of my churches a young mother told me of a funny 
misidentification by her little son. When he saw me coming out of the vestry 
one Sunday morning, he firmly told his mum: “Ssshhh! God is coming!” - After 
that I had a serious problem with my own humility! 

Frieder K 
COVER TO COVER 

At our next meeting Delyth will lead our discussion of “The Dust Diaries“ by 
Owen Sheers on November 5th - I’m expecting fireworks!!!  SORRY!! 

For December 3rd we decided to each choose a short piece of 
either poetry, prose, lyric etc that was appropriate to the 
season -Advent, Winter, Christmas etc & say a few words about 
our choice. 
For January 7th, I’ve asked Pegi to chose our reading-she will 
inform us of her choice in due time. 
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Later on in 2021 (when it’s in paperback) I’d like us to read John’s choice - 
“Apeirogon” by Colum McCann. If you would like to join us please email  

Happy Reading,  
   Mike W 

CHURCH FLOWERS 

We will be continuing with virtual flowers for as long as is 
necessary and when we are able to return to church, we 
will have fresh flowers in church. I now have a 2021 cal-
endar and if you would like to give flowers one Sunday 
during 2021 please let me know and I will put your name 
on the calendar.  
 
Thankyou.  

Rosemary 
 
REEL TO REAL   

After long deliberation the film we are going to watch this month is "Wonder 
Boys". "Wonder Boys" can be found on BBC iPlayer and is available until 
the end of this month only.  It can be found by scrolling down to the A-Z, at 
the bottom of the Film's category, under W.  Our discussion will be on zoom 
(usual code and password) on the 12th November at 2.30pm. 
A Comedy Drama starring Michael Douglas this is described as a true 
adaptation of the novel by Michael Chabon.  Preoccupied by his endless 
second novel, Professor Tripp's marriage is collapsing, as is his affair with 
college Dean Sara. Matters come to a head one weekend, during which Tripp 
must negotiate predatory agent Crabtree, and disturbed student, James Leer. 
This film is unusual as it has a narrator in parts throughout, and covers the 
action over one fateful weekend in time. All are welcome to join us on zoom 
on 12th November at 2.30pm. 

Sandra C  
SUNDAY LUNCH 

It’s still not possible to make any arrangements at present. Yr Hen Dderwen 
has been open again, but we can’t go as a large group while the new partial 
lockdown continues. Perhaps some members could make their own 
arrangements and book in small household groups.  

Pauline 
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WESLEY CLUB will not be resuming their meetings for some time yet, 
but keep your eyes open for the newsletter and for any news about 
friends and plans for the future. 

      
BAPTISM – A MARK OF LOVE 

I have always loved baptisms.  They are occasions for celebration, whatever age 
the person being baptised is.  They are a public statement about the mark of God’s 
love.  
I am delighted to tell you that Dan, who, as a first-year student in Swansea 
University started to attend our church in October of last year, has decided that 
he would like to be baptised.  He has been thinking about this all through 
lockdown, when he was at home in Guildford.  Now that he and I have discussed 
this on Zoom two or three times, we are planning to go ahead. 
The date we have picked is Sunday 6th December, for the gospel reading on that 
Sunday is all about John the Baptist!  The service will be Zoomed from church – so 
the vast majority will take part in the service as ‘usual’ from their own 
homes.  However, we will be able to have a small congregation and more details 
about that will be available nearer the time. 
By then, we will have all the necessary Risk Assessments in place.  I am sure you 
will be as excited as I am by this, and it will be an opportunity for us all to hear 
about Dan’s journey to this point. 
Of course, given our uncertain times, should we not at that time be allowed to 
worship in church, we will re-arrange it for another occasion.  In the meantime, 
we give God thanks for Dan!                        Leslie 
 

WORDS FROM WOOKIE’S DIARY 

2 October:  Dear hoomans.  I love this time of year.  I love the fact that it’s 
cooler, so I don’t get as hot in my fur coat.  I love the fact that from the 
beginning of October I can go on the beach at Caswell and Langland.  And I 
love all the autumn smells – the dried leaves, the acorns and other exciting 
tree things that have fallen to the ground.  Now, I am only a young dog, but it 
seems to me that autumn tells us a lot about life in general.  That the dying is 
not really dying, for the seeds that fall to the ground and are buried simply 
lay dormant until spring, when they emerge from the dark of the 
earth.  That’s like life.  Things may be going along fine and then one day 
something happens that causes us to lose connection with our roots.  A 
relationship comes to an end, a loved one dies, the world changes and life 
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becomes painful or overwhelming.  The good news is that we never fall 
forever.  We always hit the ground of God’s love and God will make 
something new of us or of a situation.  Lots of woofs, Wookie 

10 October:  One day last week, when I looked outside the patio doors into 
my garden, I saw that there were both ravens and pigeons, pecking at the 
lawn.  That meant they were in my space, my garden, and I was having none 
of it!  So as soon as the door was opened, I chased up the lawn to frighten 
them away.  Ha!  That told them!  But when I turned around, there was one 
pigeon left, calmly looking at me in the eye.  That stumped me!  Didn’t the 
pigeon see that I was the fearful guard dog?  We stared at each other for a 
bit, neither of us willing to move.  I didn’t know what to do.  In my mind, I 
was a big dog, with fierce teeth.  But perhaps this pigeon alone saw me for 
what I was – white and fluffy, and really not scary at all.  I nearly decided to 
let it be, but then decided to have one last attempt.  I charged!  The pigeon 
flew and sat on the fence, still looking at me.  I decided to call that one a win 
and ignore the fact that it was still trying to psych me out.  But all this made 
me think.  Often, we try to project a particular image of ourselves to the 
world around us.  Often, we pretend to be something we’re not.  But the 
thing is, God alone sees us for who we are.  God alone sees deep within 
us.  And despite that, loves us for who we are.  So maybe I’ll have to be 
content with being small, white and fluffy, and leave being big and ferocious 
to other dogs.  What do you think?  Lots of woofs, Wookie 

PRAYER OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace; 
Where there is hatred, let me sow charity; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is error, the truth; 
Where there is doubt, the faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; and 
Where there is sadness, joy. 
O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to 
console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
And it is in dying to ourselves that we are born to eternal life. Amen! 
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from the UCS website 
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REFLECTIONS ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS 
As you know, we’re currently reflecting 
together on Paul’s Letter to the church in 
Philippi which he wrote in prison. The Letter to 
the Philippians gives us a sense of his closeness, 
his warm love and deep concern for the 
integrity of faith, the sincerity of Christian 
behaviour and the power of our witness to the 
Gospel. Read the passage first, then read these 
reflections and use the prayer that follows. 
 
Chapter 2, Verses 5-11  The example of Jesus the slave 
(these verses should be read alongside John 13:1-5)  
This is the Carmen Christi, the hymn to Christ, which provides a very firm 
foundation for the apostle's call for humility in the Christian life. Christ himself 
is the basis and inspiration, the one who took a towel, washed the feet of his 
disciples and wiped them with the towel. The Lord of the world become a 
slave. Immanuel kneeling in service. Not protecting status but robbing himself 
of any sense of grandeur. The humble action that leads to God’s lifting him up 
on the cross of costly obedience and to being raised up on resurrection 
morning. The Immanuel is our example of ultimate humility. 
Verses 12-18  Living our salvation 
Paul is convinced that this is the fact: we are saved, through faith in Jesus. Now 
it must be activated (like some domestic appliances which warn us that 'Your 
device has not been activated '!) In the words of C.H. Dodd, 'Be what you are!' 
to fulfil God’s plans for us. How? Paul has a comprehensive list: not groaning, 
no falling out, being blameless (difficult at times!) and all this within ‘a 
stubborn and obstinate generation’, so that we can cast the light of the Gospel 
in the world around us. This is living our salvation. This would also give the 
apostle the greatest joy: that his ministry had such a powerful impact in the 
lives of the saints in Philippi that they could rejoice in one another. 
 
Prayer: Lord, when I consider myself to be important, floor me! When I’m 
floored by failure, raise me up! When I’m too weak to stand up for you, 
strengthen my weak knees! When being faithful to the end defeats me, 
empower me, through Jesus’ power at work in me. Grant us your Spirit day by 
day, so that we may constantly become what we are in Jesus and our lives 
shine with the light of Christ. Amen.  

Noel D 
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GARDENING TIPS (FROM PAULINE L) 

Autumn Harvest 
It’s a great time to harvest the seeds 
from your best-performing plants. 
Use a pair of clean and sharp garden 
scissors to cut the pods or seed heads 
from the plant and place them into a 
paper collection bag. 
Label all of your bags so that you do 
not forget which seeds are which 
before drying them out on a 
newspaper for a week. 

  Good seed or bad seed? 
It’s important to test seeds to check if 
they are good to plant. Take a damp 
paper towel and place 3-4 seeds in 
the paper towel and place in a warm 
spot in your house. 
Lay it on top of the clothes dryer or 
on a heating pad set on very low. If 
you don’t see any sprouts within a 
couple of days, they are not viable for 
planting anymore. 

Could this be the beginning of a new column? If so, please send in your 

SHORT gardening tips e.g. what to do in the garden on Christmas Day! [ed.] 

 

GARDENING QUIZ     (answers not provided!)
1. Name the evergreen hedge that has 
created many a neighbourly dispute? 
 2. The Monkey Puzzle tree originates 
from which country? 
 3. What herb is regularly mentioned 
along with Rosemary? 
 4. The RHS holds a flower show at 
Tatton Park, which is in what County? 
 5. Name the popular type of goldfish 
found in ornamental garden ponds. 
 6. What plant is used in the treatment 
of Leukaemia? 
 7. Soil can be Acidic, Alkaline or......? 
 8. Is a blue tulip fact or fiction? 
 9. What can be placed over Rhubarb 
to make it longer and more delicate? 
 10. What colour rose is associated 
with Lancashire? 
 11. What yellow flowering tree is 
poisonous? 
 12. What is the name for sculpting 
hedges? 

 13. What bulb plant could be 
described as having a facial hair 
problem? 
 14. Butterflies - Red Admiral, ........ 
White? 
 15. Name the organic gardener with 
flower in his name? 
 16. What special attribute makes 
Lavender ideal for dry conditions? 
 17. What county did Capability Brown, 
the famous landscape designer 
originate from? 
 18. I am a woody stemmed plant, 
usually branched near the base and 
lacking a single trunk...what am 
I? 
 19. What is a whip? 
 20. A Hybrid Tea is a type of what 

plant? 
From ‘The Garden and Nature Quiz 

Book’ at 
http://www.gardenandgreen.co.uk/gard

en-quiz/4524238873 © FREE 

http://www.gardenandgreen.co.uk/garden-quiz/4524238873
http://www.gardenandgreen.co.uk/garden-quiz/4524238873
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