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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

 
Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C                   
 
During Lockdown, Sunday morning worship is held on Zoom at 10.30am. See 
Leslie’s article for details. They are also available on YouTube. 

 

This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 
impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   
Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 
email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  

 
 

NOTE: THE MAGAZINE IS BEING PUBLISHED AS USUAL DURING THE PANDEMIC. 
IT CONTINUES TO BE AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF OUR KEEPING IN TOUCH 
WITH ONE ANOTHER AND OF BEING REMINDED OF GOD’S CALL AND PROMISE 
TO US.  SO PLEASE CONTINUE TO SEND ITEMS TO THE EDITOR.                  

 
FEBRUARY MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the February edition of the Magazine to be sent to 
Noel D by 17 January 2021 at the latest, but sooner if possible. Issue date: 
Sunday, 26 January 
 
 

Contacting us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH        
Website: www.unitingchurchSketty.org.uk 

  

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 

 

Dear Friends  

For us in the Northern hemisphere, Christmas always 

comes in the depths of winter!  That’s so obvious, it’s a 

stupid thing to say.  But I say it anyway, because  

in part perhaps, it’s what gives Christmas some of its 

meaning:  light shining in the darkness is a powerful 

metaphor. 

This year winter is, in a sense, even more wintry than usual, even more 

foreboding, even darker.  As we end 2020 and begin 2021, our lives have 

changed more than we could have imagined just one year ago.  It’s been a 

difficult year, for some more than others, and all of us have had to learn to 

live with new restrictions; all of us have had to learn new skills; all of us have 

had to learn to be more resilient.  

Through it all, our congregation has stayed together – not physically of 

course, but virtually, emotionally and spiritually.  I am so grateful to those in 

our church family who have made this happen. 

• To our Stewards and Elders who have helped to navigate us through 

unchartered territory. 

• To our Pastoral Visitors who make phone calls, write letters and emails, 

and sometimes have chats on doorsteps. 

• To our practical people, such as the property and finance team, who keep 

everything ticking over – ensuring the building and our finances are still 

secure. 

• To those who make our various lines of communication work - through 

this magazine, by delivering the weekly letters or co-hosting on Zoom. 

• To YOU, reading this, for being a part of our congregation, doing your bit 

to remain involved though prayer and action. 
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I’d like to say a HUGE thank you to you all – for it is only by us all playing our 

part, that we will come through this, stronger and more determined than we 

were before. 

 

As we approach the ‘Longest Night’ (in what has for most of us probably been 

the Longest Year), a blessing, written by Ruth Burgess.  It speaks to us about 

finding God in the wintriest of times, of seeing light in the darkness: 

 

A blessing of the dark sky be yours, of the white moon and the faraway stars. 

A blessing of the cold earth be yours, of the hoarfrost and the drifts of snow. 

A blessing of a warm hearth be yours, of a lighted fire and a loving home. 

A blessing of the Trinity be yours: Maker, Storyteller, Holy Spirit, 

this long night (this long year) and for evermore. 

 

And now to change the tone completely, a couple of people sent me this, 

which is quite amusing: 

 

‘No Nativity this year because the three Wise Men face a travel ban.  The 

shepherds have been furloughed.  The Inn keeper has shut under tier 3 

regulations and had a slump in bookings.  Santa won't be working as he 

would break the rule of 6 with Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Donner and 

Blitzen.  As for Rudolph, with that red nose, he should be isolating and taking 

a test.’ 

 

Of course, that’s not true!  There will be Christmas, for nothing can stop God 

from entering our world.  Whilst our services will be different this year, we 

will nevertheless be marking Christmas in what I hope will be meaningful and 

spirit-filled ways.  Please note the details on pages 5 and 6 of this magazine 

and look out for information in the weekly letter. 

With love this Christmas and New Year, 

Leslie 
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

The majority of our Christmas services will be on Zoom.  
However, we are planning (as long as restrictions allow and 
with all health and safety measures in place) a couple of ‘in 
the building’ services.  Please note that places for these are 
severely limited but, for a few people, might be very 
important.  Anyone attending these MUST book their place 

– details of how to do this will be in the weekly letter.  And please read the 
protocol for attending worship on page 7 below: 
 

Sunday 29th November:  10.30am Zoom Service 
1st Sunday in Advent with Rev Linda Woollacott 
 
Sunday 6th December:  10.30am Zoom Service  
2nd Sunday in Advent with Rev Leslie Noon, including Dan’s baptism.  The 
service will be ‘zoomed’ from the church sanctuary (so the vast majority will 
be in their own homes as usual) but we will be able to have a small 
congregation, who must register on a first come, first served basis.  Details of 
how to register will be in the weekly letter. 
 
Sunday 13th December:  10.30am Zoom service and 2pm OutDoor Church 
3rd Sunday in Advent with Rev Frieder Kreschnak 
Followed by our Christmas OutDoor Church at 2pm in Cwmdonkin Park.  Please 
register for this – details will be in the weekly letter. 
 
Sunday 20th December:  10.30am Zoom Nativity Service 
4th Sunday in Advent.  Our morning Zoom worship will include a homemade 
pre-recorded nativity video featuring our own children and young people.  If 
you have a nativity set, we would like you to have this by your side for sharing 
with others at the end of the Zoom. 
 
Sunday 20th December:  6pm Zoom Carol Service 
Our evening Zoom worship will be our Carol Service, in which, as usual, we will 
have carols and readings.  We would like to invite you to have a lit candle 
(battery or real if it is safe) in your room and also to have ready a yummy 
dessert to eat afterwards while we are in virtual coffee groups. 
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Thursday 24th December:  2pm Communion Service in the Church 
Our recent questionnaire showed that the vast majority are content with our 
on-line worship.  However, a small number felt that they would like to attend 
a midweek service and one or two others have expressed a desire for 
communion.  We will therefore be offering an opportunity to share in a short 
communion service on Christmas Eve.  Numbers are restricted to 24 according 
to the physical distancing rules we must put in place and people must register 
to attend.  There will be strict protocols during the service to ensure that we 
are Covid-compliant.  We would ask everyone to think carefully if they feel it 
is safe for them to attend such a service.  More details will go out with our 
weekly letter. 
 
Thursday 24th December:  11.30pm Christmas Eve Zoom service 
You are invited to join us on Zoom IN YOUR PYJAMAS if you wish(!) to greet 
the Christ-child at midnight.  This will be a quiet, half hour reflective service 
and will include a Love Feast.  More details in the weekly letter. 
 
Friday 25th December:  10am Christmas Day Zoom service  
Come and join us on Zoom for our Christmas Day celebration service.  Please 
note the time! 
 
Sunday 27th December:  10.30am Zoom service 
1st Sunday of Christmas with Heather Coleman 

 

 

Listen later on Uniting Church Sketty’s YouTube channel 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS: I now have the calendar for church flowers 
for 2021. There are still plenty of dates left so if you would like 
to give flowers one Sunday please let me know. For the time 
being, they will be virtual flowers until such time as we are able 
to go back into church when we will resume the use of fresh 
flowers again.  Email or  phone Rosemary 
Thankyou. Rosemary 



7 
 

WHAT TO EXPECT IF COMING TO A CHURCH SERVICE IN THE BUILDING 

DURING COVID 

Whilst we have not as yet opened the building for worship, there are times 

when we might occasionally do so.  It is very important that anyone thinking 

of attending such a service is fully aware of what to expect.  In order to 

protect us all, we are taking a strict approach to our Covid safety regulations.  

This is because many in our congregation fall into one or more of the 

vulnerable categories.  We hope you will understand. 

• Places are severely limited (24 individuals) due to physical distancing 

requirements.  You will need to register according to instructions given 

for each service.  If you arrive and have not registered, you will only be 

able to come in IF there are available spaces. 

• You must not attend if you have any Covid-19 symptoms or are awaiting 

a test result or have been in physical contact with someone who has. 

• On arrival, you may need to queue (physically distanced) outside whilst 

people are shown safely to their seats. 

• You must wear a mask throughout. 

• You will need to sanitise your hands on entering. 

• You will be marked off on the attendance register – this is for test and 

trace purposes. 

• You will be shown to the seat where you may sit.  There will be 2m 

between households. 

• You need to be able to get to your seat without assistance from anyone 

who isn’t part of your household and without needing to hold on to 

chairs / surfaces. 

• The service will be short and there will be no singing. 

• Doors will be propped open throughout to increase ventilation.  You may 

therefore want to wrap up warmly. 

• You cannot socially interact with others before, during or after the 

service. 

• At the end of the service you will be asked to leave row by row, according 

to the one-way system in place. 



8 
 

• You must leave the building straight away and not stand around and 

chat. 

• If communion is served, this will be prepared and served in a Covid safe 

way. 

• It is best if you do not use the toilets while you are in the building. 

• If, after you have attended a service, you later discover that you were 

Covid-positive while you were there, you must contact Rev Leslie Noon 

so that others can be asked to take appropriate precautions as necessary. 

 

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING: DECEMBER 2020/JANUARY 2021 (from Janet N) 

WEEK ONE 
We pray for all the nursing homes, sheltered accommodation and assisted 
living accommodation in our area – Pen-Y-Bryn, The Old Vicarage, Sketty 
House, Pant Gwyn, Maxime Court, Parklands Court and Fern Court. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK TWO 
As Christmas and New Year approach, we pray for people who don’t look 
forward to this time of year for whatever reason, but especially this year as we 
don’t know whether we can celebrate Christmas with our family and friends. 
May we all remember that Jesus is the reason for the season. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK THREE 
We pray for those who will be homeless over Christmas and the New Year. We 
pray for groups such as the Salvation Army, who provide Christmas lunches.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK FOUR 
As the weather gets colder, we pray for those who have no home or no room 
to call their own. They would often be able to use the night shelter provided 
by churches in Swansea, but this winter, because of the Coronavirus, this will 
not be possible. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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PASTORAL CONCERNS (prepared by Gwen D) 

We pray for 

• Adella whose Dad has died, following a long deterioration in health. 

• Pat G, still in hospital, but at the time of writing a little better; 

• Sue J who is recovering well and Thelma who is settling into the Nursing 
Home.  We give thanks that Shirley is progressing following her 
operation. 

• Mike and Anne, as they come to terms with the news that Mike’s cancer 
has returned; for others who have received or are awaiting diagnosis and 
all those awaiting surgery or treatment. 

• Those concerned about family and friends who have Covid, or are 
working on the front line. 

• All those recently bereaved at this difficult time of separation from family 
and friends; we pray they will feel supported. 

• Adella’s work with Unity in Diversity and our Christmas Gift Bag project. 

• All the people who have lost work as a consequence of Covid and pray 
they will be supported until they find new jobs. 

• And for people around the world, coping with ongoing lockdowns, 
restrictions and isolation and for leaders who have to make such difficult 
decisions. 

 
 
THE REFUGEE (by Arnold Kellett and sent in by Jan C) 

God forgive us for our Christmas! 
Help us, Lord, to blush for shame: 
Frantic marathons of spending, 
Practised in the Saviour’s name. 
 
Food for those who live in plenty, 
Gifts for those who have no need: 
Christ who came to feed the hungry, 
Save us from our Christmas greed. 
 
Save us from all feeble friendships, 
From the yearly postal fuss: 
 

Automatic Christmas greetings, 
Sent to those who send to us! 
 
Save us from the superficial, 
Make our Christmas deep and fresh: 
Show us in the simple stable 
God revealed in Baby-flesh. 
 
With the shepherds let us worship, 
With the Wise men let us see 
How through proud and heartless 

Herod 
Jesus was a refugee. 
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OUR CHARITY FOR DECEMBER IS SAVE THE CHILDREN 
This is the aim of Save the Children: “In the UK and 
around the world we make sure children are safe and 
healthy. We support them to learn, grow and 

become who they want to be”. They work with the one quarter of Britain’s 
children who are living in poverty and also work in many countries around the 
world where children are suffering, including Syria, Yemen and Libya. 
 
IN JANUARY OUR CHARITY WILL BE SHARE TAWE 
Share Tawe is a local charity offering help to destitute asylum seekers, often 

through placing them in rooms offered by volunteers. 
Once an asylum case has failed asylum seekers have no 
support from the government while they are building an 
appeal, even though many go on to win those appeals. 
Money we contribute might go towards rent for those 

who cannot be placed in local homes or to phone top ups so that people feel 
less isolated and can engage in online learning, At this time of year, emergency 
shopping and winter jackets can be provided for those most in need. 
As usual please make cheques payable to Uniting Church Sketty and send them 
to Geoff N stating which charity they are for. 

Susan G 

 
FROM THE TREASURER 

 Since the start of the Financial Year in September we have passed on various 
amounts to other charities.  Some of these were held over from the previous 
year, a couple involved donations that we were asked to pass on and the 
others were our collection for October (instead of a communion collection) 
and donations in lieu of Harvest.  These amounted to: 

• £502.50 to Christian Aid in addition to the main donation that we made 
in the Summer from our collections. 

• £200.00 to All We Can – this was passing on an additional donation 
following our original gift of £300 in August. 

• £162.50 to MacMillan - this was a donation from a member timed 
around the virtual coffee morning organised by Rosemary plus the 
donation we normally make in lieu of the daffodils on Mothering Sunday 

• £827.50 to the HOP Foodbank in Sketty Park – this was our gift for 
Harvest in place of physical gifts that we were unable to give this year 
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• £281.25 to Hands Up For Downs – this was our Charity for October in 
place of the usual communion collections. 

• £62.60 to Tŷ Croeso Clydach – this was a donation from a member. 
  
These donations always include Gift Aid that the Church will claim in due 
course.  If you are a UK tax-payer, then we can claim an extra 25% on any 
donations that you make either to or via the Church.  Many of you have Gift 
Aid agreements with the Church and, if not, normally we can use the blue 
Gift Aid envelopes in Church; obviously this is not possible at the moment, so 
we can only apply Gift Aid to your donation if we have an agreement with 
you.  If you are a tax-payer and are not sure if you have a Gift Aid agreement 
with the Church, please contact Geoff N and I will check the list and, if 
necessary, send you a form to complete. 
  
On the other side of this, if you have stopped paying tax or if you no longer 
pay enough tax to cover the donations that you make, then please let me 
know (same contact details) and we will de-activate the Gift-Aid agreement. 
  
We have received some thank you messages following these donations. 
  

From Macmillan - To everyone at Uniting Church Sketty, 
  
We really appreciate your support:  Thank you for your very kind donation of 
£162.50 to Macmillan Cancer Support. Your generosity and support will allow 
us to help everyone with cancer live life as fully as they can, providing 
physical, financial and emotional support. 
How you are helping:  At Macmillan, we understand that cancer can impact a 
person's whole life - health, money, family, work; everything. We can help 
people with managing symptoms and offer advice and benefits for things like 
keeping the cost of heating down during treatment.  We can also provide 
training for employers to support people back to work.  With your support, 
people get the energy and inspiration to feel more like themselves.  
Thank you again for choosing to support Macmillan.  Without people like you 
in our team, we simply couldn't do what we do. 
 
 

  



12 
 

From Hands Up For Downs - Dear all at Uniting Church Sketty. 
  
I am writing on behalf of Hands Up For Down’s to thank you for the very kind 
and thoughtful donation from your congregation of £281.25 for our charity. 
Hands Up For Downs is a parent volunteer run organisation which supports 
over 50 families in the local area.  Over the past 8 months our fundraising 
capability has been vastly reduced due to the restrictions of the Covid-19 
pandemic, so we are extremely grateful for all fundraising support. 
Every single penny raised is invested back in the charity and will enable the 
continuation of services for members and their families.  These services are 
life changing and will help our children reach their full potential so that they 
can lead happy and fulfilling lives.  Our provision includes speech and 
language therapy sessions, physiotherapy, gymnastics, specialised swimming 
lessons, Makaton sign language workshops for parents and teachers, and 
practical and emotional support for families.  
Thank you for showing us such great kindness and support and for helping us 
with something that is so close to our hearts. 

  

From All We Can  
  
Thank you so much for your kind gift of £300.00 which you recently sent on 
behalf of Uniting Church Sketty.  We are so grateful to have received your 
donation, which will transform the lives of people living in some of the 
world’s poorest communities. 
Your generosity is making a significant difference for people like Dereje, a 
community leader from Ethiopia. The effects of climate change are felt first-
hand by Dereje and the community of Cherkos where he and his family live. 
Uncertain crop yields due to the changes in the rainy seasons and damaged 
soil has caused hunger in the Cherkos community. “We used to produce 
crops twice a year, but because of the weather change we are not producing 
crops” said Dereje. 
With support from All We Can, Dereje is hopeful that the community of 
Cherkos will see a better economic situation in the future, Dereje said, “It is 
very important for us to love each other and to work together as a 
community”. We cannot thank you enough for working together for people 
like Dereje and the community of Cherkos and making change possible. 
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In these unprecedented times, All We Can’s vital work continues - we remain 
committed to the vulnerable communities we serve as well as to you and 
Uniting Church Sketty, our valued supporters. 

 

From Share Tawe: Dear All at Uniting Church Sketty, 
 
Many thanks to all Uniting Church (members and friends) for the wonderful 
donation of £402.96 for our hosting project, Share Tawe. (You sent the 
cheque in March but we were unable to pick it up until recently because of 
lockdown, so many thanks for re-issuing the cheque!) 
Share Tawe volunteer hosts are currently hosting 6 asylum seekers left 
destitute and homeless under Home Office rules, their cases having been 
deemed to have failed. They include 2 elderly ladies. We are not just giving 
the guests shelter and food, we are supporting them all in getting their 
asylum case re-opened. As we know from ten years of experience running 
the scheme, most will eventually succeed in being recognised as deserving 
protection, the right to remain and a chance to live a dignified, independent 
life. 
The Share Tawe project relies mainly on individual public donations like yours 
to defray hosts’ expenses and buy bus passes, enabling guests to lead 
something approaching a normal life, follow college courses, and take up 
volunteering opportunities. 
We are always glad to hear from anyone who might consider taking an 
asylum seeker into their home – an extraordinary act of human kindness. But 
equally, we and all hosts and guests and Share Tawe volunteers are hugely 
heartened by acts of generosity and solidarity such as the Uniting Church’s 
collection. On behalf of all of us, to all of you – THANK YOU! 

 

TECHNOLOGY HELPS BIBLE TRANSLATION 

There are still many languages in the 
world into which the Bible has not 
been translated. 
Three Bible translation agencies have 

teamed up – Mission Assist, Bible Society and Wycliffe Bible Translators – to 
make the Bible more widely available through an ambitious digitisation 
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project. Translations which were only available in printed form because they 
were made before the digital age, are now being digitised. 
Many of the older translations are in minority languages, whose speakers 
don’t have access to the wealth of resources in their language which English 
speakers have. 
Digitising texts also means that earlier translations can be revised, and 
unfinished projects completed, and, Braille versions can also be produced. 
Volunteers are trained in the keyboard skills needed to transcribe biblical text 
into a language they don’t know. Their results are collated and checked to 
ensure the highest possible level of accuracy. 
One volunteer is digitising the William Rees Welsh Psalter. 
In a world where almost one in five people don’t have access to the Bible in 
their own language, but where smartphones and internet use is growing 
rapidly, this is a really strategic initiative. 
The Bible Society (formerly known as the British and Foreign Bible 
Society…(remember the story of Mary Jones and her Bible?) has the largest 
collection of printed scripture in the world, but there are still texts in 
languages which are not available online. Keyboard volunteers have a vital 
role to play in making God’s word more accessible today. 

Janet N 
 
 

LEPROSY DEFEATED, LIVES TRANSFORMED 
“We are a global Christian 
organisation leading the fight against 
leprosy. Following Jesus Christ, we 
seek to bring about transformation; 
breaking the chains of leprosy and 
empowering people to attain 
healing, dignity and life in all its 
fullness. No one should suffer 

because of a preventable and treatable disease. 
We work with people of all faiths and none to defeat leprosy and transform 
the lives of people affected. 
The Leprosy Mission’s Global Fellowship works in 28 countries. Our focus is on 
ten countries in Africa and Asia - Bangladesh, Ethiopia, India, Mozambique,  
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Myanmar (Burma), Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Sri Lanka and Sudan. These places 
have high rates of leprosy or lack the services or opportunities needed by 
people affected.” 
[NB Permissions to use the two paintings by Eddie Askew (below) were 
granted via The Leprosy Mission (Home Shopping). See 
https://www.tlmtrading.com/gifts-for-life. Ed] 

 

DOES THE BUSH STILL BURN? IMAGES OF GOD THEN AND NOW 

Here you see two modern 

paintings, by Eddie Askew (used 

with permission), representing a 

famous ancient story several 

thousands of years old. Imagine 

the story: A Berber shepherd is 

caring for his large flock of sheep 

and goats in the desert. He is a sensitive man who had once known real 

status – brought up a prince in the royal household of the Egyptian Pharaoh. 

He had been educated, was probably quite sophisticated, certainly familiar 

with all the Egyptian religious rituals and their gods. 

But, as you know, the formative years of life are when a person is very young. 
This man’s mother had made an enormous impression, as she nursed him 
until he was about six years old. He knew for certain his true origin – a 
Hebrew, one of the enslaved people. The thought of his suffering people has 
been nagging away at him for a very long time.  

Suddenly, he is stopped in his tracks – he sees an amazing, unbelievable sight: 
a bramble bush in flames in the desert, and somehow not burned up. This 
mystery cannot be ignored. How can we imagine something to be holy? What 
does this mystery mean? 

So it is that Moses encounters God for the first time, knows and accepts that 
he is called to save his people and begs for suitable credentials: “What is your 
name?” God’s name is his nature. He is, He was, He will be. “I am that I am. I 
will be what I will be. That is my name”.  

https://www.tlmtrading.com/
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For centuries Christian people have been excited by this story. For them it is 
connected with Jesus. As the poet, Charles Wesley, expressed it: 

God the invisible appears, 
God the blest, the great I AM, 
sojourns in this vale of tears 
and JESUS is his name. 

In the worshipping tradition of Eastern Orthodox Christians, the presence of 
God in the burning bush has been 
represented for centuries in various icons 
but perhaps these icons are not very much 
to our taste. (Note that this icon places the 
Madonna and child at the heart of the 
burning bush: the great I AM has become 
incarnate in Jesus. Ed.) 
 
At the Reformation, John Calvin thought of the burning bush as the symbol of 
the Church, ablaze with God’s presence. Soon after the Reformation, many 
Protestant followers of Calvin thought of this bush as the Church in the 
flames of persecution, never destroyed. So in these modern days many 
Protestant churches throughout the world still use the burning bush symbol 
in a logo.   

The Reformed Church of France logo is a 
combination of a stylized burning bush with 
the Huguenots cross and a dove (a symbol of 
the Holy Spirit). 
 

On the instructions of the General Assembly, in 1958 the 
Church of Scotland officially registered the emblem of the 
burning bush that had been in use in various forms since 
1639. For the first time, the burning bush emblem became 
the official mark of the Church for use on stationery, 

banners, signs, and other material. It is still in use today. One form of it 
(photo on right) is used as a logo in all their 
books and stationery, accompanied by the 
words from the Exodus account, ‘Nec tamen 
consumebatur/Yet it was not consumed’. 
Another version (photo on left) is above the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burning_bush
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doorway to the Church of Scotland Assembly building in Edinburgh and 
elsewhere. Similar logos are used by Presbyterian Churches all over the 
world. (Paragraph slightly altered. ed.) 
    Do you know the official logos of the present-day Methodist Church in the 
UK, in America, or the logo of the URC? How does your imagination think of 
or see the burning bush story or the story of Jesus or the name of God?  

Alice R 
 

We can experience at any moment what Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning writes of in her poem Aurora Leigh: 

  Earth's crammed with heaven, 
  And every common bush afire with God: 
  But only he who sees, takes off his shoes; 
  The rest sit round it, and pluck blackberries… 

The burning bush can be seen as a symbol of all creation, for the whole world is 
afire with the love and the presence of God. Suddenly you turn a corner, and find 
you are approaching holy ground. The very earth on which you stand has the 
potential to reveal God's presence: each bush, tree, flower, bird, or person has 
the power to open your eyes to the beyond in your midst. 

From David Adams, Church Times, 12 October 2012. The poem was quoted 
recently in Leslie’s Video for Sunday 

Similarly, R. S. Thomas, the Welsh poet and priest, writes in his wonderful poem, 
The Bright Field,  

‘I have seen the sun break through 
to illuminate a small field 
for a while, and gone my way 
and forgotten it. 

[But] …Life is not hurrying                                                          
on to a receding future, nor hankering after             
an imagined past. It is the turning 
aside, like Moses, to the miracle 
of the lit bush, to a brightness 
that seemed as transitory as your youth 
once, but is the eternity that awaits you.’               
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REFLECTIONS ON A JOURNEY BY PAULINE L 

I went for a drive today …                                               
                A chilly, bleak, grey, dismal day…. 
But gradually, windows of blue sky appeared… 
                Beautiful, dazzling, azure blues. 
Then, Oh my, a fine white vapour trail streaked 
overhead… 
                A rare sight with air journeys so few. 
Suddenly, a red kite majestically soared above… 
                Floating on invisible currents of air. 
On – through lines of golden coated trees… 

Magnificent in their autumn colours. 
 

 I went for a drive today… 
                A warm, bright, heartening, good-to-be-alive day. 
 
ECO(ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 

We know that, for many years, we have been recycling certain items and have 
recently increased the types of items we accept at our recycling centre. 
Hopefully, as we are not able to do this at the moment, you are continuing to 
recycle items or are saving them to bring to church when we finally return. 
There is a Facebook page – SMALL STEPS TO SAVE THE WORLD - which you 
might like to look at. On this site, there are many ideas for recycling and 
reusing. To some of you, this is like teaching your grandmother to suck eggs! I 
would be interested to know if you regularly reuse/recycle items in your home, 
especially if you have during the time of COVID-19 or whether you have passed 
on items for others to reuse/recycle. Please contact Janet N about this. 
 
THIS MONTH’S TIP FOR US ALL AS INDIVIDUALS   
At this time of year, many people are thinking about planning changes in the 
gardens, planters, window boxes, for next year. 
Please consider setting aside part of your garden, or some plant pots or a 
window box, as a “wild flower meadow”. Buy and plant/scatter some wild 
flower seeds, if you have enough land or containers. If not, why not consider 
buying some for your family or friends as a Christmas or birthday gift. 
(For further ‘gardening tips’ see the advice on Poinsettias [ed.])            Janet N 
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OUR UCS CHRISTMAS BAGS PROJECT 

Firstly, may we please say a very big thank you to everyone who contributed 
to our final collection of boxes and fillers for Operation Christmas Child.  We 
delivered the items to the drop off centre, where they were very much 
appreciated.  We pray that our items will be safely delivered to the warehouse 
near Birmingham and that the children who receive shoeboxes will find great 
delight in them.  

Now, however, it is time to give further details 
regarding this year’s project of providing bags for 
our local asylum seekers/refugees.  We are aiming 
to provide bags for 50 single men, 15 single women, 
43 families and 56 children of varying age groups. 
There are no set rules regarding either the bags 

themselves or the contents.  The choice is yours.  I have made a number of 
bags of different styles as shown in the attached photograph.  You are very 
welcome to have one or more of these bags from me  or you may choose to 
provide your own. 
We propose that bags for singles and children would contain between 6 to 10 
items, families (a couple) between 10 and 15 items.  The bags do not have to 
be full but all items should be new!!   
In the light of our experience with the shoebox appeal, we are often asked for 
ideas of items that are suitable.  The following is simply guidance, you may 
have even better ideas!!  
We suggest the criteria we used to use with a shoebox: 

• Does the bag have some of the following items for personal hygiene? 
 (soap, bubble bath, shower gel, toothpaste, toothbrush, hair brush, 
comb, shampoo, flannel, etc) 

• Does the bag have something to wear? 
 (gloves, or hat, scarf, socks, underwear) 

• Does the bag have things to use? 
 (notebook, stationery items such as pens, pencils, diary, water bottle, mug 
[well wrapped if china]) 

• Does the bag contain an item for fun or pleasure? 
(sweets, chocolate, biscuits, jigsaw, torch, keyring, game, jewellery)  
 If your bag contains 1 or 2 items from each category then we would feel that 
bag fulfils its purpose. The bags are not planned to be identical.  When we give 
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presents, we think of the person receiving them, so we can use the same 
thinking process here. even though the person is unknown to us.  
If you would like to help but are unable to shop because you are shielding, then 
donations of money will be equally appreciated so that we can purchase items 
for you.     
We realise that to provide 164 bags is quite a challenge but have no doubt that 
the members of UCS will rise to the task with a successful outcome.  
We propose that we need all bags by Friday December 11th at the latest.  The 
bags will be blessed during the Zoom service on December 14th. The 
distribution of the bags by Adella and friends will commence on December 
14th.   
Alan and I propose being at church on several occasions to receive any filled 
bags, details of dates and times will be given in Leslie’s weekly sheets.  
 
Update: A very big thank you to people for their very 

generous donations of 
fillers, or money for us to 
purchase fillers for our 
bags for refugees and 
asylum seekers.  We are 
over half way through 
meeting our target already 

and we can be assured, with the help of those who have 
taken bags, that the numbers required will all be fulfilled.  We will be arranging 
a suitable time for people to bring their filled bags back to church. Thank you 
again for your generosity in this new project.  
The photos show some of the stockings ready for children – all age grouped, 
also bags for singles, male and female. 

Alan and Linda J 

 
FATHER CHRISTMAS LIVES 

I have lovely memories of my time as Santa whom I first played in the dark days 
of the 1970’s three-day week.  Dunvant Junior School PTA organised for Santa 
to tour the streets of Dunvant on the back of a lorry spreading good cheer. I 
enjoyed the role, so over the next few years donned the disguise, visiting my 
work’s Christmas party, schools, church Fayres and the Swansea Christmas 
market for BHF. 
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My children never questioned my disappearance, innocently talking to me 
without a hint of recognition. I knew many children, so they were stunned 
when I could tell them about their lives and because 
of my English accent and white hair, I was deemed 
“the REAL Santa”.  
In the 1990’s I became resident Santa at the 
Pontarddulais Garden Centre raising money for 
Arthritis Research. As years rolled by, many children 
then brought their children to see me. 
The really memorable event was acting Santa for 
the Christian Lewis Trust Christmas party for 400 children with cancer in the 
Connaught Rooms, London. The atmosphere was so cheerful but always in my 
mind was the fact many of the children would not see that Christmas - I 
exchanged the usual “have you kept your bedroom tidy?” for “have you been 
brave?”. Santa took many a gulp to hold back tears that day. 
In later years, my grandchildren visited me but they were more astute, 
recognising me at an early age “Are you sure you are not my Grandpa under 
there?” they queried and thereafter were banned. 
So, if you see Santa give him a wave - he might recognise you. 
Merry Christmas to you all! 

  John S/aka Santa  
 
PROTOCOL FOR ARRANGING A CHRISTMAS CRIB (translated from French) 

1    There will only be authorization for four shepherds to be part of the nativity 
crib. All will need to wear masks and respect social distancing. 

2   Joseph, Mary and the infant Jesus can remain together as they are part of 
the same household bubble. 

3   The donkey and cow must first obtain a non-contamination certificate from 
the Agricultural authorities. 

4   The three kings will be held in quarantine for 14 days regardless of whether 
they have had a negative Covid test, because they will have travelled from 
outside the Schengen area. 

5   Any hay, moss, fir branches or any other decorations will be sanitised. 
6   There will be no authorisation for an angel to fly above the crib because of 

the aerosol effect of the angel flapping its wings. 
7 The choir will be restricted to one person only because of the risk of 

contamination (and there can be no organ). 
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8   No shepherd can be aged 65 or older because they would be in an at-risk 
category. 

9 Any other non-essential participants e.g. Romans, fishermen etc. are 
forbidden. 

10 Pilate will explain to all the authorised participants how to wash their hands. 
   Pat D  

THE BEST CHRISTMAS 

It’s the best Christmas ever 
when someone gets a gift 
beyond their wild imaginings and dreams. 
  
It’s the best Christmas ever, 
When expectations shift 
And spirit-songs have hope among their themes. 
 
It’s the best Christmas ever – 
the Gift above all else 
is offered from Love’s own treasure-store. 
  
It’s the best Christmas ever 
as Grace comes down for all, 
to fill our homes, to bless our lives once more. 

from The Iona Community’s Wild Goose Publications (used with permission) 
and sent in by Pauline L 

MADCAPs 

As you all know, Madcaps are not "treading the boards" at the moment. No 
plays, no pantomime, no laughter, smiles and banter as we meet together. We 
have had a few Zoom meetings but nothing of any substance. Then, in 
September, Les handed us a new life line (I think Les is handing out life lines to 
so many of us these days) when he asked Madcaps to become involved in 
reading for the Talking Magazine. So now, Les sends me a story, and I convert 
it to a radio-type script. Alan summons us together, as having relinquished his 
role as Back Stage Manager, he has become the coordinator and technical 
manager for the recordings. (I'm not sure if this is a promotion, but he hasn't 
asked for an increase in his salary, so I am not broaching the subject!) Thus, we 
are now able to meet with a purpose and we're back to the laughter, the smiles 
and the banter.     Oh! Yes, we are...                                                       Jan C 

Commented [nd1]:  
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WESLEY CLUB   As we are still unable to plan very far ahead and we can’t advise 
members in this magazine of any arrangements regarding future meetings. 
We are very fortunate in having the monthly newsletter to look forward to and 
through this (and Leslie’s weekly newsletter), members will be kept up to date 
of any decisions made. I’m still hoping to be able to book speakers in the New 
Year!! Please note any members’ stories, anecdotes, poems or pictures for the 
monthly newsletter will be very welcome. 
A happy and safe Christmas to you all 
Pauline 

 

GETTING POINSETTIA PLANTS TO COLOUR UP AGAIN NEXT YEAR 

After the service on November 15th our Breakup Room 

discussed Grace and Frieder’s (entirely green!) poinsettia. 

Heather (our resident botanist!) gave us some advice. I was 

glad to know that the RHS (Royal Horticultural Society) 

confirmed the advice she gave us about these popular 

Christmas gifts [ed.]  

“Poinsettias are often disappointing in their second year, but this is the best 
way to try and get a good display from them in their second year. 

1. Prune back the plants hard in April, to about 10cm (4in), and keep at a 
temperature of 13°C 

2. In early May, repot them, growing them in a light, cool place over summer. 
A temperature of 15-18°C (60-65°F) is ideal 

3. Flowering and bract colouring is initiated by short winter day-length, 
occurring naturally in December and January. So from November onwards, 
plants should be put in a dark room after twelve 
hours of daylight and protected from artificial 
light sources 

4. Plants need a constant temperature of around 
18°C (55°F) to colour up well, so make sure they 
do not get too cold. 

5. Commercially grown poinsettias are often treated with growth 
depressant or dwarfing chemicals to obtain a compact plant, but plants 
grown on for a second year will revert to their taller, natural habitat.”                                 
             (from: https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=146) 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=146
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THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2021 (18-25 JANUARY) 

CTBI writes: ‘Our spiritual well-being is as important as our physical well-being. 
In the past year, both of these have been seriously challenged: the COVID-19 
pandemic has caused us to be careful about our own health… Some of us have 
been ill or have lost someone close to us. Meanwhile the working lives of many 
have been disrupted and families kept apart, often at huge personal cost. 
Perhaps it has made us all more anxious about our health and more aware of 
our vulnerability… Opportunities to worship and pray together have been 
seriously curtailed. We may well be feeling a sense of isolation from God as 
well as our neighbour. The period of lockdown… has caused us to take a step 
back to think again about our priorities and the things and people that we 
value, that make our lives whole… When it comes to our spiritual life, what is 
it that is most important for our well-being? As Church life was to a large extent 
paused for the first time for most people, what does it mean to be part of the 
one Church, the Body of Christ when all we see of our sisters and brothers are 
on the screen of a laptop?’  

‘The theme and resources for the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021 has been 
prepared by the Monastic Community of 
Grandchamp in Switzerland. The theme that was 
chosen, “Abide in my love and you shall bear 
much fruit”, is based on John 15:1-17 and 
expresses Grandchamp Community’s vocation 
to prayer, reconciliation and unity in the Church and the human family. The 

Grandchamp Community has its origins in Europe 
in the 1930s, when a group of women of the 
Reformed tradition sought to rediscover the 
importance of silence and listening to the Word 
of God. Today, the community has fifty sisters, all 
women from different generations, Church 
traditions, countries and continents. In their 

diversity the sisters are a living parable of communion. They remain faithful to 
a life of prayer, life in community and the welcoming of guests. The sisters 
share the grace of their monastic life with visitors and volunteers who go to 
Grandchamp for a time of retreat, silence, healing or in search of meaning.’  
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INTERCESSIONS  
Reader God of love, through Christ you said to us: “You did not choose me 

but I chose you.” You seek us, you invite us to receive your friendship 
and abide in it. Teach us to respond more deeply to this invitation, 
and grow in a life that is ever more complete.  

Congregation The joy of our heart is in God.  
Reader God of life, you call us to be praise in the midst of the world and to 

welcome one another as a gift of your grace. May your loving gaze, 
which rests upon each person, open us to receive each other just as 
we are.  

Congregation The joy of our heart is in God.  
Reader God who gathers, you knit us together as one vine in your Son Jesus. 

May your loving Spirit abide in us at local church and community 
meetings and ecumenical gatherings. Grant that together we 
celebrate you with joy.  

Congregation The joy of our heart is in God.  
Reader God of the one vineyard, you call us to abide in your love in all we do 

and say. Touched by your goodness, grant us to be a reflection of 
that love in our homes and workplaces. May we bridge rivalries and 
overcome tensions.  

Congregation The joy of our heart is in God. 
(from the liturgy for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at https://ctbi.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2020/10/WPCU-2021-English-pamphlet-Final.pdf) 

One key aspect of the Grandchamp Community’s 
vocation is Life Together: “In a world so hurt by 
divisions, God calls us to reconciliation. The vocation of 
our common life is to be a ‘parable of communion’, a sign of the 
enrichment that is possible through our differences.” 
   
Their vocation is grounded in two Biblical invitations:  
COME AWAY! Seek God’s face, let Him draw near to you in solitude 
and silence, and make you whole by His love! 
ENLARGE THE SPACE OF YOUR TENT… In your heart, don’t be 
afraid of being disturbed by those God sends to you, do not hold back! 
 
(see https://www.grandchamp.org/en/community/)  

 

https://ctbi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WPCU-2021-English-pamphlet-Final.pdf
https://ctbi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/WPCU-2021-English-pamphlet-Final.pdf
https://www.grandchamp.org/en/life-together/
https://www.grandchamp.org/en/community/
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LOCKED OUT 

Imagine arriving at your church building, the place to which you have been 
coming Sunday after Sunday and maybe 
during numerous weekday meetings – only to 
be refused access and to be sent home! Well, 
we don't have to use a lot of our imagination 
to picture the scene! 
There is another scene, in other countries: 
where it is not the coronavirus that makes the 
church building a no-go area, but either 
government officials via the police, or militant pressure groups that deny 
Christians access to their building, at times even demanding, under the threat 
of violence, the cessation of worship. Where militants take the law into their 
own hands and forbid Christians to gather for worship, sometimes physically 
beating them away from the church entrance, police look passively on.  

We can at least claim that our government of 
whatever political persuasion is on our side 
in the fight against the closure of the building 
by Covid. However, in countries like China, 
India, Indonesia, Central Asia and others, the 
Christians' enemy is not a virus; the 
oppressive adversaries are either the 

government or their fellow citizens, and they are often even more persistent 
than our enduring pandemic!    
I am writing this to 
encourage us to keep our 
own present “lockout” in 
perspective. The burden of 
our fellow Christians, our 
family, calls us to stand with 
them in our ongoing prayers 
for them (for their plight certainly is ongoing!), but it should also lead us to 
deep gratitude that our lockout is only due to a virus, and that will pass. “The 
darkness is passing, and the true light is already shining” (1 John 2:8)! 

Frieder K 
 



27 
 

FUNDRAISE FOR SHUKTARA (AND/OR OTHER CHARITIES) WHEN YOU SHOP 
ONLINE. 

In these difficult times, when it is almost impossible to arrange fund-raising 
events, there is a simple, free alternative for donating to your chosen charities 
when you shop online, by using (i) smile.amazon.co.uk and/or (ii) Give as you 
Live Online – for details log on to the websites and also see below. In both 
cases, a donation is made to your chosen charity based on the amount you 
spend – there are NO add-on charges to you. 
Many UCS members will know that Shuktara is a charity which was founded 
and is run by David Earp – the son of Denis Earp. Shuktara provides a home for 
life for children and young adults with disabilities in Kolkata, who have no 
family. Over the past few years, UCS members have been wonderfully 
generous in supporting Shuktara – and now there is a means of continuing 
your support, at no cost to you, whenever you buy online using either of the 
websites described below. 

 
You can buy from Amazon using your desk top computer, laptop or iPad, by 
logging in to smile.amazon.co.uk, which is a website operated by Amazon that 
lets customers enjoy the same wide selection of products, low prices, and 
convenient shopping features as on amazon.co.uk. The difference is that when 
customers shop through the smile.amazon.co.uk, Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
the net purchase price (excluding VAT, returns and shipping fees) of eligible 
purchases to Shuktara Trust (UK) -  and/or any other charity that you wish to 
nominate. 
You can also shop using the Amazon shopping app on iPhones and Android 
phones! Simply follow the instructions below to turn on AmazonSmile and 
start generating donations. 
1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device. 
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings.' 

https://shuktara.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=19bfe4a278e40a10e7e00286b&id=91a3e54731&e=7d54f86e1a
https://shuktara.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=19bfe4a278e40a10e7e00286b&id=d6d854db63&e=7d54f86e1a
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3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the on-screen instructions to complete the 
process.      
Give as you Live Online is another free and easy way to raise money for 
Shuktara (or any other charity), just by shopping online. Log into the Give as 

you Live Online  website, choose a charity and then sign up for free. You can 
then browse their website for the store you want to shop with - there are more 
than 4,000 stores, etc. (such as M&S, Sainsburys, Tesco, John Lewis, Boots, 
utility providers, insurance companies, etc.).  Go to the website of the store 
that you have selected, then continue to shop as normal. You can support any 
of more than 200,000 UK charities, which range from big national charities to 
local schools, churches and social groups. The donation amount varies from 
store to store. Most of the time you raise a percentage of what you spend - 
between 1% and 10% - but sometimes its a fixed amount.  You can view the 
status of every donation within your account.  
As a "thank you" for sending them sales and customers, the stores pay Give as 
you Live Online a commission - 50% of which is then used to make a further 
donation to your chosen charity. The other 50% is used to fund the on-going 
development of Give as you Live Online. All donation amounts displayed 
represent the amount that the charity will receive – a 5% donation means a 
5% donation!  
Please give the above serious consideration – it could transform the lives of 
many – especially at Shuktara.                                                             Gwyn B 
 

 
 

http://shuktara-india.org/
https://shuktara.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=19bfe4a278e40a10e7e00286b&id=80018e9a00&e=7d54f86e1a
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COVER TO COVER 

We will meet via Zoom on Thursday 3rd December at 10.00. Members are 
encouraged to bring a short piece of Poetry, Prose or Music that “speaks “to 
them about the season. 
I’m sorry that this year we will have to eat virtual 
mince pies.  
In the New Year we will meet via Zoom on Thursday 
7th January at 10:00. Pegi will lead our discussion of 
a book to be announced at our December meeting. 
I wish you all the best for Christmas & the New Year with the hope we can 
meet in person sometime in 2021. 

Mike W 

 
REEL TO REAL  

Our next meeting will be on 10th December 2020 on zoom (usual codes) at 

2.30pm when we will be discussing the final episodes of Years and Years. 

There are 6 episodes altogether, which seems a lot to watch but those of us 

who watched the first 2 episodes are intrigued to find out what happens! Our 

January meeting will be on Thursday 14th January 2021 (again usual codes) 

when we will be discussing the film "The Children Act".  We had planned to 

watch this last March but the lockdown got in the way. Emma Thomson is 

superb as a High Court Judge who must race against the clock to determine 

the fate of a teenage boy in need of a life-saving blood transfusion.  The film 

can be found on BBC iPlayer under films, A-Z.  Or just search for "The Children 

Act".  All are welcome to join us on zoom.  Sandra  

A MEMORY 

Many of us will have very special memories of 
times shared with Beryl and David Gedrych.   A 
new seat on the footpath from West Cross to 
Mumbles will allow us to rekindle all those 
lovely times.    

Jan C 
  

Non-virtual mince pies 
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WORDS FROM WOOKIE’S DIARY 

Hello, my hooman friends.  How did you get on in the latest ‘Firebreak 

Lockdown’?  I guess we were all affected by it in different ways.  Maybe for you it 

meant no more going to the pub (oh, wait, don’t you do that?).  For my hooman, 

it meant that the family celebrations for her parents’ 60th wedding anniversary 

were totally cancelled, which was disappointing, although she ended up on some 

sort of all-day Zoom!!  For me it meant that the bacon I get on my Saturday walks 

didn’t happen for a while.  Bummer!  Ho-hum, my hooman told me these words, 

which I thought were helpful, and I share them with you now:  Let nothing 

disturb or dismay us, O God, for all things are passing and you alone are 

unchanging.  All things are wrought in patience, O God, and those who possesss 

you lack nothing.  Our sufficicency, O God, is in you alone, now and always.  

Amen (Teresa of Avila, 1515-1582).  I don’t think this Teresa of Avila had a dog, 

but you never know! 

 

29th October is a very special day for me.  On that 

day in 2016 I came to live with my hoomans and so I 

have just celebrated my 4th ‘Gotcha Day’.  I had a bit 

of a rocky start when I arrived and within a few days 

I had to be rushed to the emergency vets – who 

wasn’t sure if I would make it overnight.  But I did, 

and haven’t looked back since!  Here I know that I am loved.  I get chicken 

sometimes and bacon (although not often enough for my liking) and lots of 

cuddles.  I have my own beds – yes, beds plural.  One in their bedroom and one 

under my hooman’s desk (which is where I am right now, curled up asleep).  And 

of course, I often claim their bed as my own!  They love me, and I love them 

sooooo much.  They’ve taught me a lot, but I think I’ve also taught them as well – 

about unconditional love.  Today I don’t have any quotes from the Bible, but I 

want to share with you a dog quote instead, which, if you think about it, also says 

something about God (after all, ‘dog’ spelled backwards is God):  a dog is the 

only thing on earth that loves you more than he loves himself.  Lots of woofs, 

Wookie 
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THE MAGNIFICAT OR THE SONG OF MARY: A REFLECTION 

Luke 1:46-55 (from The Message) 
 
And Mary said, 
The news that she, she of all people – young, 
vulnerable, poor, unmarried – was to be the mother 
of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, staggered her. No 
wonder she exclaimed that 

I’m bursting with God-news; 
   I’m dancing the song of my Saviour God. (vv46-47) 
God-news can burst in on us still and we must be 
prepared for the life-changing effects of this 
‘bursting in’, for its staggering us with its incredible, heart-bursting surprises. 
So let’s dance to the song of Mary. Let’s dance Magnificat! 

God took one good look at me, and look what happened— 
    I’m the most fortunate woman on earth! 
What God has done for me will never be forgotten, 
    the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others. (vv48-49) 
‘God looks’ and sees. This is certainly true: whatever different Christian 
traditions make of Mary, ‘What God has done for [her] will never be 
forgotten’: humble servant of God, instrument of the surprises of God, 
channel of incarnation, of God become human among us or, in Orthodox 
traditional language, ‘Mother of God’. Her God (and ours) who ‘looked’ ‘saw’ 
and ‘set her apart’, sets us apart, too, for humble service – like Mary.  

His mercy flows in wave after wave 
    on those who are in awe before him. (v50) 
Stand at the sea shore, watch the tide coming and going, ebbing and flowing 
with an unchanging certainty across the millennia of the earth’s story: such is 
God’s mercy – always there for us, always offered in grace, always refreshing, 
always generous, reliably given, generation after generation. Awesome! 
 
He bared his arm and showed his strength, 
    scattered the bluffing braggarts. 
He knocked tyrants off their high horses, 
    pulled victims out of the mud. (vv51-52) 
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Is this how we see God? Baring muscular arms in a show of the strength of 
God’s love and compassion to challenge and transform, scattering braggarts 
(proud and vain people who do a lot of unjustified bragging – where have we 
heard of such people in our day?!) with the power of truth (yes, the power of 
TRUTH!), knocking off from high horses and pulling out of mud… Tyrants 
robbed of their power to coerce and oppress. Victims pulled out of the mud 
of injustice, oppression, abuse, exploitation and vulnerability. Mary 
recognizes and dances to the praise of the God who takes people like her 
seriously and comes, in Jesus, to their rescue. Magnificat indeed! 
 
The starving poor sat down to a banquet; 
    the callous rich were left out in the cold. 
He embraced his chosen child, Israel; 
    he remembered and piled on the mercies, piled them high. 
It’s exactly what he promised, 
    beginning with Abraham and right up to now. (vv53-55) 
Banquets are for the rich and powerful, for famous celebrities. But not in 
God’s world. Here banquets are for the starving poor (for they need banquet 
generosity more than the callous rich, now as then – though not all rich 
people are callous, of course!) God has embraced – and embraces still – the 
chosen children, and mercies are ‘piled on, …piled high’: a stock pile of God’s 
mercy! Exactly as promised – to them, to us, to all! No wonder Mary was 
‘bursting with God-news’! It can still break into our lives and transform us 
‘right up to now’! “I’m dancing the song of my Saviour.” 

Noel D 
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