
 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

“He is not here. He has risen and 

is going ahead of you into Galilee. 

There you will see him!" 

Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! 

Hallelujah! 

Uniting Church Sketty 
Magazine 

 
April 2021 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

  

 
Senior Elder: Pat D  
Senior Steward: Jan C  
 
During Lockdown, Sunday morning worship is held on Zoom at 10.30am.  

 

This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 
impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   
Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine 
via email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  

 

MAY MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the May edition of the Magazine to be sent to 
Noel D by 15 April 2021 at the latest, but sooner if possible. Issue date: 
Sunday, 25 April.  
 

EDITOR:  
The Revd Dr Noel Davies  

 

Contacting us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, 
Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH          
Website: www.unitingchurchSketty.org.uk 

 

THIS MAGAZINE IS PRINTED ON SUSTAINABLY SOURCED PAPER 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 

 

Dear Friends 

 

And so we approach our second Easter without being 

able to worship together in our church building.  Last 

Easter we were at the beginning of the first 

lockdown.  It was all new to us and there was a kind 

of ‘war time’ spirit, as we contemplated what we thought 

would be three months before we could go back to ‘normal’. 

 

A year on and our second Easter under lockdown conditions…  The war time 

spirit is wearing thin, whilst in many ways we have all adjusted to this ‘new 

normal’.  Now of course we worship on Zoom, and whilst this has been a 

positive experience for most of us, there are some who are left out and of 

course, it’s not the same. 

 

We are living through a period of brokenness.  Many families have been 

broken by the death of loved ones, by the push into poverty because of job 

loss or by the emotional and mental scars that lockdown has left. 

 

At the heart of our faith is brokenness.  Jesus was broken on the cross, he 

was broken by the betrayal and denial of his friends.  Recognising 

brokenness, listening to the voices of those who are broken is vitally 

important, for in the listening and hearing, we at least validate their very real 

experience.  I am involved in the Listening Service through the Chaplaincy at 

the University, and at the moment the service is very much in demand.  We 

don’t solve people’s problems, we don’t counsel them – we simply offer a 

friendly, listening ear. 

 

The question for us as Christians is, does our faith speak into this 

brokenness?  Easter says it does!  Easter says that we can reach the lowest 

points of our lives, we can go into a place that feels like death, and then find 

our way out again!  That’s the story of the resurrection.  That’s what we 

mean when, on Easter Sunday we say ‘Alleluia Christ is risen!  He is risen 
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indeed!  Alleluia!’.  And whilst we cannot say this together in church, we 

will say it together on Zoom, and in our own homes.  For nothing can stop 

Easter!  Nothing can stop God!  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please note that because we cannot share 

together in Holy Communion, our Easter Morning 

Service will instead include a Love Feast.  Please 

ensure that you bring something to the Zoom 

Service to eat and drink, as we share together in 

this way. 

 

With love for a blessed Easter, 

Leslie 

 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE – 11am 

We will mark this holiest of days together.  Please join us on Zoom (usual 

Sunday link) for a reflective service of music, mediation and silence.  

Please note the time of the service which is 11am (instead of our weekly 

coffee morning). 

 

ZOOM PREACHERS FOR APRIL 

4th (Easter) Leslie 11th Jeff C 18th Leslie 25th Heather 

 
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING (prepared by Janet N) 

WEEK ONE 
We pray for all those living in Heather Crescent, Hazel Court, Laurel Place, 
Maes-y-Gollen, Furzeland Drive, Bay Tree Avenue and Briar Dene. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
WEEK TWO 
We pray for all those people, adults and children, whose hospital 
appointments and scheduled operations have not taken place because of 
the Covid pandemic. We give thanks that those who have needed 
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emergency surgery and treatment during the pandemic have been able to 
have their treatment.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
WEEK THREE 
We pray for workers in national charities, who, because of the cut-backs 
charities have had to make at this time, have lost their jobs. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
WEEK FOUR 
We pray that, as the countries of the UK gradually lift lockdown 
restrictions, we will be able to look forward to worshipping together 
physically in our church. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 
PASTORAL UPDATE (prepared by Gwen D) 

• We pray for: 
− Dulcie H who is in hospital 
− John, Carol G’s husband, who has been very unwell 
− Sian G who is receiving treatment at home. 
− Those known to us who are recently bereaved; we pray they 

will find comfort in the love and support of family and friends. 
− All those who are concerned about their own health or about 

the health of members of their family and friends. 
− All those who are finding the ongoing implications of the 

Pandemic stressful. 
− Leslie’s Parents, Edward and Angela, as they settle into their 

new home. 

• We give thanks for Ivor’s Ministry as he marks 65 years since 
Ordination. 

• We give thanks and pray for all frontline workers and all those 
beginning to return to work and education. We pray they will be safe. 

• We give thanks for family and friendships, for new born lambs and 
spring flowers. 
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THE GLOBAL ‘OUR FATHER’ 
After Adella P led morning worship for UCS via Zoom on March 7th, she 

was asked to share the global version of The Lord’s Prayer that she used. 

This is that contemporary adaptation of the prayer that Jesus gave his 

disciples:  

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name 
in all the people of this country and across the world, 
peoples of different race, colour and religion, in families and religious 
communities, in places of work, centres of study, hospitals and places of 
refuge. 
May your kingdom come 
more and more in the hearts of those who work in your name, 
of those who know you least and those who have no hope. 
Your will be done on earth, 
in the hearts of all saints & sinners and of those who have an abundance 
from which to give to the hungry, the sick, the untaught, the homeless and 
the unemployed. 
Give us this day our daily bread to the poor at home, 
and the poor across the world, the bread of truth to this disturbed 
generation. 
And forgive us our trespasses, our coldness, our constant failure to reach 
out to those who are in need as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation 
give us grace to resist the temptation to judge, the temptation to 
arrogance and superiority, 
the temptation to fear failure, the temptation to selfishness, to a closed 
mind. 
But deliver us from evil 
of racial injustice, of war and of violence, the evil of failing in affection, 
respect and support for those who live and work with us,  
deliver us from evil of turning away from you. 
For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
[If you know the source of this adaptation, we would be glad to know. Ed.] 
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AN EASTER REFLECTION (by Noel D) 
Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, [the women] were 

on their way to the tomb… (Mark 16.2) 

They were there at the end (watching at the foot of the cross) and they 
are here now at this new beginning. And they are named! Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome. Women who ‘had 
followed [Jesus] and cared for his needs in Galilee.’ Now ‘…they sought in 
garden grave/their Friend of love undying’. But Mark ends his Gospel with 
these words: ‘trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled 
from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.’ 
THE END! Could Mark be saying to us: Unless you too approach the Easter 
story with ‘trembling and bewilderment’, as these women did, you will 
have missed the point. ‘Love come again’ in Jesus is an encounter with 
God at work in human lives (always a bewildering experience), with the 
miracle of love transformed, renewed and restored, with the possibility of 
newness and promise and hope, when so much seems imprisoned by 
despair. For us, Jesus’ disciples today, as for these women who were his 
disciples then, there are lessons to be learned: 
1. Loving Jesus, in life and in death, as these women did, is at the heart 

of Christian discipleship.  
2. Faithfulness to the end, through death and beyond, as displayed by 

these women, is at the heart of Christian discipleship.  
3. Telling the Good News to those who ‘with the dead have been’ is at 

the heart of Christian discipleship.  
We are here because we have heard! So these women must have told 
others – as Matthew and Luke testify. And we have heard because others 
before us – women and men through the centuries – have heard and told 
the story of ‘love come again’ over the generations of faith. For us too it 
can be bewildering. How can this be true? But it can also be empowering, 
encouraging and enabling: directing our following, strengthening our 
believing, equipping our witnessing, inspiring our serving and resourcing 
our caring.  
These women – gathered at the cross, watching at the tomb, fleeing in 
bewilderment from the Easter moment – can be our inspiration today… 

• in the continuing isolation of lockdown, to seek and nurture 
companionship;  
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• in the continuing tragedy of suffering and the grieving for the loss of 
those we love, to embrace life and care, justice and hope; 

• in the continuing culture of doubt and bewilderment that surrounds 
us, to inspire and explore faith in the possibility of God; 

• in our continuing embarrassment and unease about telling the Good 
News of Jesus, to tell our story of Jesus in our lives; 

• in our continuing despair in a violent, fragmented, divided and unjust 
world, to embrace the newness of this day, Jesus’ word of ‘peace!’, 
and our hope in God’s tomorrow for the world. 

Christ has risen and forever 
lives to challenge and to change… 
Christ is risen. Christ is present, 
making US what he has been –  
evidence of transformation 
in which God is known and seen. 

John Bell and Graham Moule 
 

 

The Iona Community is a dispersed Christian 
ecumenical community working for peace and 
social justice, rebuilding of community and the 
renewal of worship. We are a community of men 
and women from different walks of life and 

different traditions in the Church, engaged together, and with people of 
goodwill across the world, in acting, reflecting and praying for justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation. We are convinced that the inclusive 
community we seek must be embodied in the community we practise. 

The Abbey on Iona, at Easter, where John Bell 

has been so influential in contemporary 

Christian worship, music and witness. 
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AN EASTER HYMN (Tune: Vruechten, Singing the Faith 314) 

 
 

 

OUR CHARITY FOR APRIL will be the Easter Offering for the Methodist 
World Mission Fund. The fund sends out mission partners to countries 
around the world and also gives grants to local churches to help them 
respond to need in their own country. For example, the church in 
Mozambique has been given £10,000 as they recover from a devastating 
cyclone followed by covid. This will help with both the physical and 

Closing Hymn (Tune: Vruechten, Singing the Faith 314) 
The women in their grief  
brought spices for anointing; 
they sought in garden grave 
their Friend of love undying; 
but God’s word came to them, 
“His tomb could not imprison; 
despair need not o’erwhelm, 
for Christ your Lord is risen!” 
 
Two followers hastening home, 
their journey still unfinished, 
no longer felt forlorn, 
for hope their fear had banished: 
“We’ve seen the Lord we loved; 
for us the Bread was broken. 
You’ll see him too” they said, 
“for Christ your Lord is risen.” 
 
Among us Jesus came 
and showed the marks of nailing: 
now, free from death and shame,                 
he called for faith undoubting. 
Proclaim this news of joy: 
“His word of peace is spoken; 
let earth its praise employ: 
For Christ the Lord is risen!” 
     J. Henry Jones tr. Noel A. Davies 

Sending prayer and blessing 
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spiritual needs of their people. You can find out more about the work of 
the fund at: 
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/support-our-work/about-our-
funds/world-mission-fund/   
As with many charities fundraising has been difficult lately so anything you 
can give will be gratefully received. 
  
There will be a circuit Easter Offering service at 6pm on Sunday 25th April 
to dedicate our offering – further details to follow. 
Thanks. Susan G 

 
REMEMBERING MAISIE HAYMAN – WITH LOVE AND THANKSGIVING 

Maisie was born in Broxton, Cheshire the daughter of a Methodist 
Minister. She later met and married John and moved to Swansea where 
they attended Townhill Methodist Church.   
Maisie was the matriarch of the family and she and John worked hard to 
give their six children a depth and breadth of learning and opportunities 
that have shaped their lives and the lives of future generations.  Jobs were 
shared equally between the children, gender wasn’t an issue, they were all 
expected to do a bit of everything.  The Hayman household was open 
house, a theme that continued throughout Maisie’s life; in later years, she 
would never be sure how many would be sharing Sunday lunch with her.   
Maisie grew up with a strong and lasting faith which touched every aspect 
of her life. She was very active in Townhill church, being a Sunday School 
Teacher and setting up a Young Wives Group, often jokingly referred to by 
her family as the Old Wives Group. 
When Townhill Methodist closed, Maisie and John joined Sketty 
Methodist Church.  A loyal and faithful member of the church, Maisie was 
much loved and respected by everyone.   She became a Church Steward 
and a Pastoral Visitor, both of which she undertook in a quiet understated 
way, always busy, always supportive and always interested in others, 
visiting housebound members regularly.  Maisie enjoyed Bible Study 
Groups and was a valued member of those groups. 
Maisie was later involved in Toddler Group, where she helped in the 
kitchen; and Night Shelter, where she helped prepare breakfast.  In both 
groups Maisie was able to make good use of her ‘people skills’. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/support-our-work/about-our-funds/world-mission-fund/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/support-our-work/about-our-funds/world-mission-fund/
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The Asylum Seeker Group which originally met in Brunswick Methodist 
Church benefited from Maisie’s involvement and there would always be a 
queue of people eager to sit with Maisie to work on their English and 
reading.  On her journey to the Friday evening sessions, she would often 
stop to chat with the waiters at her favourite Indian Restaurant. 
Maisie was a gritty and determined lady who learned to drive and brushed 
up on her secretarial skills at a time in her life when many are thinking of 
winding down.  She swam daily and when free swimming for over 60s was 
introduced, she complained there were too many ‘dodderers’; she didn’t 
stop swimming until she was in her 90s.  She loved languages, literature 
and hymns and not very long ago was researching the history of the 
Primitive Methodist Movement in which her father had been a Minister. 
Maisie had a rich and full life, a strong faith, and a wonderful family, 
leaving 40 direct descendants bound together by the love and support of 
Maisie and John and a bundle of happy memories.    
We will all miss the lady her granddaughter described as ‘amazing’, a very 
apt description for Maisie. We are lucky to have known and loved her and 
we give thanks for her wonderful life.  

Gwen D 
 
 

The Time Is Now is a campaign run by 

The Climate Coalition, the UK’s largest 

group of people dedicated to action 

against climate change. 

Along with sister organisations Stop 
Climate Chaos Cymru and Stop Climate Chaos Scotland, The Time is Now 
are a collective of over 140 organisations — including the National Trust, 
Women’s Institute, Christian Aid, Oxfam and RSPB — and 22 million voices 
strong. We are reaching across the UK to show our love for all the things 
we want to protect from climate change, and to ask politicians to put 
aside their differences and commit to doing whatever is necessary to 
protect them. We are invited to sign the following declaration to the 
Prime Minister: 
 



12 
 

Dear Prime Minister, 
The time is now to lead the UK towards a healthier, greener, fairer future. 
Ahead of hosting the United Nations climate summit in Glasgow in 2021, 
we can build back better together if we: 
Unleash a clean energy revolution that boosts jobs across the UK, making 
our transport, power and housing fit for the future 
Protect, restore and expand our green and wild spaces; allowing nature 
to thrive, taking carbon from the air and boosting the nation’s health 
Leave no one behind by increasing support to those most vulnerable to 
the impacts of climate change at home and abroad 
The UK must lead the world by ensuring our recovery gets us on track to 

net-zero emissions and limits the rise in global temperature to 1.5 C. Our 
best chance of building a resilient economy goes hand in hand with 
tackling climate change. 
We are ready to play our part, and we call on you to join us. 

 
 
ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 

On 25th February, a group of five of us, 
wearing masks, (only five because of Covid 
restrictions…Janet N, Liz R, Sonia B, Judith 
and Roger T) met at Singleton Park to 
watch “our” tree being planted. The tree 
was purchased through a scheme run by 
Swansea 
City 

Council. The tree is a Liquid Amber tree, 
which will give autumn colour in the years 
ahead. Unfortunately, due to other 
commitments, Leslie and Adella couldn’t 
be with us. 
We were delighted to be joined by Cllr. Cheryl Philpott, one of Sketty’s 
councillors, who presented us with our Bronze and Silver Eco Awards.  
The tree is about seven foot tall now, so it will be some time before we 
can see it in its full glory.  
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After the tree had been planted, Janet N read the last two verses from 
“Great God, help us cherish the world”, words by Leighton J and set to 
music by Alan S. This hymn can be found on the Climate Sunday website 
and is available for churches to use. Congratulations to Leighton and Alan. 
A plaque was put on the tree which reads – “What is this life if full of care, 
we have no time to stand and stare…” donated by Uniting Church Sketty. 
Fast forward a week and it appeared that the plaque had been purloined! 
Why? What use would it be to anyone else? This news was relayed to me. 
Was I surprised? No, not really, in a way; though I was very annoyed! 
A trip to the park was needed. Phew… fortunately the plaque was still 
there. The person who relayed the message had looked at the wrong tree. 
The plaque has now been more securely tied to the trunk! 

Janet N 
 
LEAGUE OF LIGHT - ACTION FOR CHILDREN 

Those of my collectors who are very organised will 
know that this is the time of year when I arrange to 
receive you collecting boxes. This year, well what a 
muddle we've been in! I took collecting boxes and 
"Thank You" cards to church the last Sunday before 
suddenly we were "locked down" Hence many of you 

not receiving either. (Fortunately, I had already 
sent the money in!) So this year I have been pondering what to do, not 
least because I appreciate many of us have found it difficult since, not 
going to the shops, coins have been in short supply. Perhaps give this year 
a miss I thought. However, a few of you have either passed me boxes or 
contacted me to ask about doing so. Then I had an article from Action for 
Children saying how important our contributions were, especially this 
year. Apparently, they set up a Coronavirus Emergency Fund and from 
Wales alone they have received hundreds of applications for support. The 
article came with heart wrenching stories of need and the fact that in 
Wales grants of £107,986 have already been allocated to support more 
than 3,150 children, young people and families. This made me realise that 
this year, maybe more than ever, they need our contributions. Thus, to all 
my collectors my request is: Please will you play your part? If you wish to 
send in your contribution as a cheque (made payable to Action for 
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Children) please would you post it to me? If you have a box and wish me 
to collect it, simply let me know. It is no problem to me. Additionally, if 
you are not one of my collectors and wish to send a cheque or have a box 
you would be very, very welcome to become part of our exclusive little 
group! 
Thank you on behalf of all who will benefit, knowing, as their article says, 
"If you can help a child or a young person take a small step every day, 
eventually they will be able to walk on their own" 

Jan C 
 

REMEMBERING THE 21 LIBYAN MARTYRS 

Peter Pay, Moderator of the URC General Assembly, 
talks about an eye-opening commemoration for 
persecuted Christians that he attended: 
I was recently invited to represent the United 
Reformed Church by His Holiness Pope Tawadros II, 
Coptic Orthodox Pope, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and a distinguished panel of guests to mark 
Contemporary Martyrs Day on 15 February. The 

event was held in remembrance of the 21 Libyan martyrs and members of 
the Coptic Orthodox Church who lost their lives in 2015 as a result of 
religious persecution. Pope Francis also 
contributed on the day. 
I have to admit, my first reaction was that I 
was not aware of this event, but on 
checking I discovered that a five-minute 
video had been published showing the 
beheading of the 21 Christian (mainly 
Coptic) captives by ISIS on a beach along 
the southern Mediterranean coast.          
A caption in the video called the captives the ‘People of the Cross, 
followers of the hostile Egyptian Church’. Few people I have mentioned 
this to have heard of the outrage. It leads me to wonder what else I may 
be unaware of. (From The Moderators’ Blog)                                                                                                                  

New museum commemorating 

the 21 martyrs 

https://assemblymoderators.urc.org.uk/remembering-the-21-libyan-martyrs/
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CONGRATULATIONS to the Revd Ivor Rees whose 65 years in ministry was 
marked in the recent URC Wales Synod. It’s a long time in the ministry of 

word and sacraments and Ivor has been faithful and 
deeply committed to his calling throughout the 65 
years. He is always supportive of friends, not least 
those who are new to ministry; he has been 
committed ecumenically from the beginning, and has 
encouraged others to share the same vision; worship 
led by Ivor is always liturgical, faithful to Scripture and 

relevant to today’s complex and challenging world. He has an international 
vision of the Church and has friends in churches around the world who 
have received hospitality and welcome from Ivor and Delyth and who have 
in turn offered them welcome and friendship. He has a particular concern 
for Palestinian Christians who have been living in extremely testing 
conditions over so many years and yet have maintained their costly 
witness to the Gospel.  
He has been the author of many books, including biographies of Dr Pennar 
Davies (who was Principal of the Brecon College where Ivor trained), The 
Saintly Enigma, and Daniel Hughes, The Sledgehammer Pastor. He has also 
written a number of thoughtful and perceptive collections of reflections 
for Advent, Lent and Holy Week.  
He was brought up under the ministry of the Revd Emrys Jones in Carmel 
Welsh Congregational Church, Treherbert, and was trained in Swansea 
University and the Congregational College in Brecon. His first ministry was 
in Wern Welsh Congregational Church, Aberafan (where he met and 
married Delyth). When the URC was formed in 1972, Ivor was very clear in 
his commitment to the vision of the URC as a united and uniting church. 
They served in Clapham in South London (which was transformed from a 
Congregational to a United Reformed church in 1972 while Ivor was their 
minister), Ewell in Surrey, Manselton here in Swansea and Rochdale (in 
Greater Manchester). Bethel URC Sketty welcomed them when they 
retired and they are now very much part of our church community in UCS.  
We treasure their friendship, celebrate Ivor’s rich and inspiring ministry 
over many decades and pray God’s blessing on his continuing ministry 
among us. Llongyfarchiadau, Ivor, a phob bendith i’r dyfodol. 

Noel  
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Christian Aid Week Appeal    

10 - 16 May 2021 

Climate chaos is one of the greatest injustices we face.  

Together we can STOP this climate crisis. 

 

Droughts are now more frequent and more intense due to the climate 
crisis. This is Florence. She sings a deep, joyful tune. Her song lifts the 
spirits of the other women on the farm. She could easily have been 
defeated. But Florence is a fighter, and she shows the women in her 
farming group that they can be fighters too. 
Christian Aid Week donations like ours have provided Florence with 
strength to withstand even the most unpredictable weather.  

Together we can STOP this climate crisis. 
Every envelope, every gift, every challenge can change lives. 

For further information see https://www.christianaid.org.uk/ 
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JOAN P – MY EARLY LIFE 

The chapel I went to every Sunday with my parents was Babell Welsh 
Presbyterian Church, Cwmbwrla. Every Christmas we held an Eisteddfod. I 
was five years old when I started to take part in these events. There was 
always music in our house. Both my parents had good singing voices: my 
mother was a contralto and my father had a fine tenor voice and both 
sang in the Swansea Society Choir. 
I began to have piano lessons when I was 7 years old and went on to 
complete Grade 8. When we had a music exam, they were held at 
Swansea Museum. In the front Hall they had a large elephant and that 
used to put you off before you began the exam! 
I didn’t pass my 11-plus, so went to Manselton School. It was war time, so 
when the air-raid siren sounded, we had to evacuate the school as quickly 
as possible and run home within three minutes.  
When I left school, I went to Gregg’s College to learn short-hand typing 
and book-keeping. After 10 months training, I started working at the South 
Wales Transport offices in Brunswick Street. 
I began having voice training when I was 14 years old and competed in 
quite a few Eisteddfodau. I then joined a Ladies’ choir called the Cymric 
Singers. Our conductor was Walter Glynne, a very well-known tenor who 
made a number of records. The choir wore Welsh costumes and gave 
several concerts in the Swansea and Carmarthen area, performing in 
chapels and halls.  
Over the years, I have sung in many choirs, including the Skewen Choral 
Society, when I was the contralto soloist in all their concerts. When the 
Welsh National Opera began auditioning for singers in Swansea, I joined 
and our first big concert, when we joined up with the Cardiff choir, was a 
concert version of The Bartered Bride in the New Theatre in Cardiff. We 
stayed overnight in the Park Hotel! The next opera they were going to 
perform was Carmen. That meant travelling to Cardiff quite a lot, since it 
was to be performed in the New Theatre in Cardiff. I was working, so 
unfortunately could not have the time off. Eric and I were courting at this 
time and planning to get married, so I left the National Opera Chorus. I 
joined the Swansea Philharmonic Choir when Haydn James was the 
conductor and stayed with them for 25 years.  
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In 1969, I spent three days in Bangor College and sang in Caernarfon Castle 
at the investiture of Prince Charles as the Prince of Wales. That was an 
experience! Every time we had a rehearsal, we had a police escort from 
Bangor to Caernarfon. On the actual day, I was lucky enough to have a 
seat in the front row! 
The last choir I belonged to was The Gower Chorale with Christopher 
Waring Davies. 
Eric and I were married in September 1949. We had two children, Philip 
and Judith. They were very supportive and, if possible, would come to the 
concert if I was the soloist. 
One thing I miss during this lockdown, is having a good sing in church! 
 

THANKS: Joan would like to thank everyone for the cards and greetings 
she received when she celebrated her birthday recently. She is very 
grateful for the support and friendship of her church friends.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS: We congratulate Barbara G who 

celebrated her 90th birthday at the beginning of March and wish her God’s 

blessing for the future. She would like to express her appreciation for the 

support she has received from church members over the last year, 

especially from Anne W, Liz R and Claire K. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Anne and Mike W who will be celebrating a special 

Wedding Anniversary on April 3rd. We send them our love and pray God's 

blessing on their life together in the future. 

CONGRATULATIONS: In March, Eleanor C was given the 

National Land Registry Award for Charity Fundraising at a 

national ceremony.  She works at the Swansea Land 

Registry, and was nominated by her colleagues for her 

fundraising efforts during 2019 by the Cold Sleep sleep-

out event at the Liberty Stadium in October, Shoe-Boxes 

support and Bake-Off Challenges in work, raising money for the East Side 

Food Bank.  The ceremony should have taken place last March but was 

delayed and zoomed this year instead. 
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COVER TO COVER 

Our next meeting will be held via Zoom at 10am on 
Thursday April 1st. Pat will lead our discussion of “The 
Wind in the Willows “ by Kenneth Grahame. I will email 
the Zoom link to all members at the beginning of that 
week. If you’d like to join us for this meeting, please 
contact me.  

Mike W 
 

REEL TO REAL 

Our film for April is a Swedish film "Britt-Marie Was 
Here".  Britt-Marie, 63 years old, has just left a 40-year-old 
marriage, and her long life as a house wife. Her new job in 
Borg will be quite challenging. Small town Borg has no 
pride left, except the young soccer team, and Britt-Marie's 
new job is to coach them. Does she realize, in accepting a 
job as a coach, that people will expect her to know 
something about the game? Or that telling 10-year-olds to 

clean up the glass from a window smashed by their soccer ball might not 
be a great idea? Or that moving to a new town where she does not know 
anyone will mean that she has to find a place to live?  This is the start of a 
journey filled with not only struggles and challenges, but also warmth and 
love. 
This film has English Subtitles and can be found on BBC iPlayer.  Our 
discussion will be on Wednesday April 14th at 
10.00am.                                                                          Sandra C 
 
CAKES FOR CLIMATE CHANGE 

I am just wondering how you are progressing with 
your "cake a difference?" Is it growing and, by 
that, I mean your fund, not your waistline? Please 
do not ask about mine. By that I mean my 
waistline, not my fund!! But let's face it folks, 
what a wonderful excuse to eat cakes and chocolate. Keeeep eating.  

Jan C 
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Talking of cakes and waistlines… EASTER STORY MELTS: THE STORY OF 
EASTER IN COOKIES! 
This recipe is good for making together as you think through the story of 
Holy Week and Easter. You will need a Bible handy to look up the 
references.  
ingredients  
130g pecans 
one tsp vinegar 
4 egg whites  
pinch of salt 

200g sugar 
sandwich bags 
wooden spoon 
Bible 

Method  
1. Pre heat oven to gas mark 4 (180)  
2. Put your pecans in a small sandwich bag and seal it. Now use a 

wooden spoon or rolling pin to batter the pecans into small pieces 
[Mark 15.16-20]  

3. Pour out one teaspoon of vinegar into a mixing bowl. Smell the 
vinegar as you read Mark 15.33- 37.  

4. Separate your eggs and put the egg whites into the vinegar, 
remembering that eggs can be used to represent life, especially 
around Easter time [John 10.10-11]  

5. Taste some salt and add a pinch to the bowl. These remind us of tears 
and the bitterness of our wrongdoing [Mark 15.37-41]  

6. Add 200g of sugar. The tears are bitter, but the Good News is sweet - 
Jesus died because we are so loved by God [John 3.16].  

7. Beat with a mixer at high speed for 12-15 minutes untiI soft peaks are 
formed.  

8. The colour white reminds us that God's forgiveness is like a clean 
sheet. lsaiah 1.16-18.  

9. Fold in the broken nuts. No scripture reading here - but let's face it, 
many people will think you're nuts for believing in Jesus  

10. Use a teaspoon to put dollops of the mixture onto a baking tray lined 
with greaseproof paper. Each mound represents the rocky tomb 
where Jesus' body was laid after the crucifixion [Mark 15.42-47]  

11. Put the baking tray into the oven, close the door and seal it [Mark 
15.46-47].  

12. Bake for 20-25mins 
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13. Open the oven door and take out your Easter story melts. When you 
take a bite, you’ll discover they are hollow inside, just as the tomb was 
empty on the third day. Eat your Easter story melts as you rejoice that 
Jesus is alive – let the sweet taste remind you that you are loved by 
God and, through Jesus, we get to be with God for ever [Mark 16.1-7]. 

sent in by Janet from the URC webpage at Easter_recipes_print.pdf 
(urc.org.uk) 

(This is the best argument ever: ‘Make cakes to help you understand the 

Bible’!! ed.) 

 

VIRTUAL FLOWERS There are still dates available for church 
flowers in August, September, October, November and 
December. If you would like to give flowers one Sunday, 
perhaps in memory of a loved one or for a family celebration 
please contact Rosemary  
  
Until we are able to meet back in church, they will be virtual flowers and 
we would invite you to either give a donation to a charity of your choice or 
to the church in lieu of real flowers. Thankyou and many thanks.    
          Rosemary 

 
TO HAVE A TATTOO OR NOT HAVE A TATTOO? 

Have you ever considered having a tattoo?  Now is the opportunity if it’s 
on your bucket list! A discussion on this subject arose at a recent church 
coffee break, following the discovery that a tattoo parlour is to open in 
Sketty.  
Apparently, earliest evidence of tattoo art dates from 5000 BC, practised 
around the world since Neolithic times and served as amulets, status 
symbols, signs of religious beliefs, declarations of love, adornments and 
sometimes forms of punishment. So there you are – 
plenty of reasons for you to choose from!! 
However, a reference in the Bible most Christians refer to 
is Leviticus 19:28, which says “You shall not make any 
cuttings in your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo any marks 
on you”. (On the other hand, Revelation 14 refers to 
Christians being “marked with the mark of the Lamb” ed.)  

https://urc.org.uk/images/Lent/Easter_recipes_print.pdf
https://urc.org.uk/images/Lent/Easter_recipes_print.pdf
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Some scientists believe that 57 tattoos found on the oldest known human 
(a Bronze – Age man from around 3300 BCE) were possibly an early type 
of acupuncture, to treat symptoms of diseases, including arthritis – an 
interesting thought? Charles Darwin wrote in his ‘The Descent of Man’ 
(1871) that there was no country in the world that did not practice 
tattooing or some other form of permanent body decoration. 
No doubt then that the tattoo parlour will have plenty of clients…but 
certainly not me!!! 

Pauline L 
A POEM (by Pauline L) 
Are we nearly there? 

 Is there light at the end of the tunnel? 

We must be nearly there! 

 It can’t be long before we’re back to normal 

 

Are you feeling hopeful? 

 Can you see things are improving? 

Yes – you can feel more hopeful 

 We can at last start planning. 

 

Are you feeling brighter? 

  Does the vaccine help you feel secure? 

Days are getting brighter 

 Spring has come for sure. 

 

Are you feeling more contented? 

 With restrictions being lifted 

We can all feel more contented 

 Hugs and cwtches unrestricted 

 

Yes – we’re almost there 

 Our prayers are being answered 

We want to be there 

 When our blessings can be counted 
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REFLECTIONS ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS  

We’re currently reflecting together on Paul’s Letter to the church in 
Philippi which he wrote in prison. The Letter to the Philippians gives us 
a sense of his closeness, his warm love and deep concern for the 
integrity of faith, the sincerity of Christian behaviour and the power of 
our witness to the Gospel. Read the passage first, then read these 
reflections and use the prayer that follows. 
 
Chapter 4, Verse 1   Stand firm! 
Hopefully we have found that we can stand firm together as members of 
United Church Sketty. We pray that we may come to know each other 
more and more as my friends, loved ones… my joy and crown. It's good to 
be able to think this way about our fellow Christians! It was a prominent 
feature in Paul's relationship with the Philippian Christians. The next few 
verses will greet sisters and brothers there who are on his mind and to 
whom he feels close. They are his crown and his joy, because they are like 
their Lord. What does it mean for us today to be united in fellowship with 
one another in Jesus? 
Verses 2-7    Live in harmony and rejoice in the Lord 
Here Paul becomes personal! He refers specifically to two women who are 
prominent in the life of the church in Philippi. Euodia means 'one who 
takes us on a good journey'. Syntyche means 'fortunate one'. They are 
both encouraged to live in unity in the Lord. According to John 
Chrysostom, in the third century, Paul encourages them not because they 
have disagreed but because their unity and qualities are essential to the 
unity and prosperity of the church. Here is evidence from Chrysostom, of 
their prominent place in church life and of women's place, generally, in 
the life of the early Church. They have been in the struggle with Paul, like 
Clement, Timothy and Epaphroditus, and are therefore key to his apostolic 
mission. It is the nearness of the Lord in this evangelistic effort that gives 
Paul confidence to encourage them to rejoice in Christ, the only source of 
true joy. 
Verses 8-9   The virtues of God's people 
It is difficult to think of a better summary of the highest qualities of the 
Christian moral life than is found here. The core is to nurture those 
qualities that honour one another, bring about justice and moral purity. 
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Being easy to love will also be central as well as trying to build 
praiseworthy traits in ourselves and each other. The basis of this 
endeavour to nurture a Christian character is to reflect on the best 
qualities and what merits praise. The Philippians were taught these 
qualities not only in Paul's words but also through his character. Being an 
example of this virtuous Christian life can be a powerful ministry and 
testimony. How do we apply these words of encouragement to our lives 
today? 
Prayer 
Lord, at this Easter time, fill us with hope and encouragement so that we 
may stand firm in your strength. Jesus, our risen Lord, bind us together in 
your Spirit that we may be ‘united together, caring for all and seeking God’ 
in all we are and do. May we live in harmony with one another and with all 
your people, so that we may be witnesses of your purpose to bring all 
things and all people into your unity. Mould us, so that we may show in our 
lives and our character those virtues of Christian living that we have seen 
in your saints throughout the centuries and so become, by your grace, 
what we are called to be. In your name we pray. Amen. 
 

 
 

Our building development programme was funded by the following:

 
 

The current Project Hall is being funded from the sale of the Bethel 
URC building and is seen as a major aspect of the witness and 

service of our church within the Sketty community. 


