
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

“When the day of Pentecost came, 
they were all together in the one 

place (and) all of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak…as the Spirit enabled them.” 

Uniting Church Sketty 
Magazine 

May 2021 
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Christian Aid Week - 10-16 May 
“Our faith in God, and in God’s loving 

relationship with us, gives us confidence and 
hope that poverty can be ended, despite all 

that might stand in the way.” 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C                   
 
During Lockdown, Sunday morning worship is held on Zoom at 10.30am.  

 
This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 
impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   
Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 
email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  
 

JUNE MAGAZINE:  

All items for inclusion in the June edition of the Magazine to be sent to the 
editor, Noel D by 20 May 2021 at the latest, but sooner if possible. Issue 
date: Sunday, 30 May.  
 

 

“We take our faith seriously and believe that God can speak to us 
through the study of the bible, through prayer and worshipping 
together. We want to develop our understanding so that we can 
grow in our discipleship and make a positive difference to our 
community and the world.” (UCS website) 

 
 
 
 
Contacting us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 
9AH  Website: www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk 

 
NOTE: This magazine is printed on sustainably sourced paper  

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 

Dear Friends 

We’re over one year into the pandemic that has 
changed the world.  As a church, what has been going 
on over the last year?  As we begin to look now to the 
future, and ‘what next?’, it’s good to review the 
past.  So here is a snapshot of what has been going on 
over the last 12 months: 

• The weekly letter (around 60 so far), which as well as a prayer and 
news etc, contains ‘virtual flowers’ where people remember a loved 
one or an occasion as they might do in church (no real flowers of 
course, but a picture!) and the ‘extra bit’ where each week there is a 
contribution from a member reflecting on life, telling a funny story or 
whatever, usually accompanied by a photo.  This goes out with the 
worship from home sheet by email, post and hand-delivery to about 
200 people. 

• The half-hour Zoom service, based on the Worship from Home sheet 
regularly attracts over 80 devices and 100 people – more than we get 
in ‘regular’ times.  It is put up on YouTube and we have other people 
who then watch it that way.  The intention behind the link between the 
sheet and the Zoom worship has been to offer a connected worship 
whether you are online or offline. 

• A weekly 5 minute prayer video with music, images and a prayer to 
help us draw closer to God. 

• As well as worship, the Book Club, Film Club and Bible Study group 
meet regularly on Zoom to reflect on life and faith. 

• We keep in touch with each other in a number of ways:  weekly zoom 
coffee mornings, regular pastoral support between our pastoral team 
and church family members, the church magazine which has continued 
throughout, the children in Adventurers receive a monthly newsletter 
with craft activities, Wesley Club and Folk Dancing also receive monthly 
newsletters. 

• When permitted we have tried doing new things, such as OutDoor 
Church.  This isn’t like ‘normal’ church with a sermon and hymns etc, 
but instead we meet in a local beauty spot (we have many of those) 
and engage in a sort of prayer walk / wander, with reflective material 
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to help us encounter God.  Our Toddler Group has also met outdoors 
on a couple of occasions and we hope to pick this up again. 

• The Clothing Bank, run in conjunction with Unity in Diversity has been 
operating throughout, providing much needed clothing and other 
household items to local refugees and asylum seekers.  As part of this 
the church put together over 150 Christmas bags, full of all sorts of 
goodies and gifts, which were given in love to local refugee families. 

• We’ve received our Silver Eco-Church award, had a Liquid Amber tree 
planted in Singleton Park, have a bird-feeding station and ‘pond in a 
pot’ outside the church and are planning to lay bird and butterfly 
friendly wild flower meadow plants. 

• Members continue to support whatever our monthly charity is through 
generous giving (in the absence of communion collections and coffee 
mornings).  One of our latest projects is ‘Cakes for Climate Change’ 
(each time we eat a cake we put a few pence in a jar, to eventually go 
to the Traidcraft Regenerate Project). 

• Project Hall has got underway, without of course disrupting any church 
activities! 

It’s important to review things, so that we can learn what works and what 
doesn’t, so that we can adapt and evolve.  The question as we go forward 
is ‘what have we learned from this period, what do we want to do 
differently in the future and what haven’t we missed that we can lay 
down?’  We will look at this in our next Church Meeting which will be on 
Thursday 13th May (on Zoom) at 7.30pm.  Look out for details in the weekly 
letter. 

And lastly, all of this demonstrates a lot of work by lots of people.  It’s a 
team effort!  So a huge thank you to all involved. 

With love,  

Leslie 

 
ZOOM PREACHERS FOR MAY 

2nd: Leslie | 9th: Noel | 16th: Adella and Eco-group | 23rd: Leslie | 30th: Pam C 
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Rev Leslie Noon and her husband Geoff, have spoken to the Methodist 
Circuit Stewards about their invitation to serve in the Methodist Circuit. 
This invitation was extended last year due to the uncertainty being 
experienced with the Covid pandemic. Leslie feels that the time is now 
right both for the church and for them personally to go into the Stationing 
process (move to another appointment). This means that Leslie and Geoff 
will be leaving us in August 2022. Until then we will continue to enjoy and 
benefit from their ministry to us. 
The process for Leslie finding a new appointment and finding her 
replacement has now started and is quite complicated. If anyone wishes to 
discuss ‘the process’ please contact me. I will try to keep you updated 
when there is anything to report. From previous experience it is unlikely 
there will be anything to say before November/December. 
Please respect Leslie and Geoff’s decision. It is not easy for them and I ask 
you to hold them in your prayers. 

 Heather C 
Senior Steward, Swansea and Gower Methodist Circuit 

 
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING (prepared by Janet N) 

WEEK ONE 
We pray that the governments of Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland and the 
UK government, continue to act responsibly as the lockdown eases and that 
everyone behaves in a socially considerate rather than a selfish way. We pray 
that those who are flouting the restrictions of lockdown may come to their 
senses and realise the restrictions are being eased gently to keep ALL of us 
safe and alive. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK TWO 
We give thanks that Coronavirus vaccines are being rolled out as quickly as 
possible and for all the scientists who worked “behind the scenes” to develop 
the vaccines. But we also remember those who have died because of Covid, 
and those who still have symptoms of “long Covid”. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK THREE 
We thank God for all the volunteers who have helped others for the past year, 
fetching medication, shopping and other necessities. We pray for nurses and 
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other staff who work in doctors’ surgeries who are receiving verbal abuse 
from patients. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK FOUR 
We pray for all those who live in Hendrefoilan Avenue, Drive and Close; The 
Park; The Beeches, Sycamore, Hartfield, Glenfield and The Lodges Closes. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
THIS MONTH’S CHARITY IS CHRISTIAN AID. 

May is when we usually think about Christian Aid, so this will be our charity 
for the month. Along with other development work Christian Aid are 
increasingly dealing with the results of climate change. Droughts are more 
frequent and intense and people have to go a long way to collect water. 
Rose in Kenya has to go on a long and exhausting journey to collect water 
for herself and her grandchildren. Christian Aid tries to help by building 
dams and wells and building resilience so that people can survive the hard 
times. As we can’t hold fundraising events this year please give generously 
– one suggestion is to consider a gift as a thanksgiving for the covid 
vaccine.           Susan G 
 
FROM THE TREASURER 

Our charity collections over the first three of months of 2021 have raised 
the following: 

• Our January collection for Share Tawe raised £343.75 

• The February collection for Alzheimer’s Research amounted to £705.00 
which will be sent to the Swansea Group 

• The collection for March was for the YMCA and this has raised £188.75 
so far - there may be a little more to add to this in money that has 
come in during April but not yet been processed in the accounts. 

These donations always include Gift Aid that the Church will claim in due 
course. 
   
We have received some thank you messages for donations that we made 
earlier in the year - in some cases these are taking a bit longer than usual to 
get through because of the limitations imposed by lockdown restrictions. 
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From Stepping Stones:  Thank you so much for your kind donation of 
£60.  We are extremely grateful to Uniting Church Sketty for its ongoing 
support and in particular to your kind members for keeping Stepping 
Stones in mind. 

   

From Action for Children - Tŷ Laura 
Thank you for the donation received from Uniting Church 
Sketty to support Action for Children’s work helping 
children have safe and happy childhoods.  As requested, 
your donation will specifically be put towards our work at 
Tŷ Laura Short Breaks in Mumbles, Swansea. 

Even before this pandemic, vulnerable families were finding it hard to pay 
for essentials.  Now many have lost their jobs and have been pushed 
deeper into crisis.  Children in poverty are living without the basics.  They 
are missing out on meals, sharing beds with their siblings, sleeping in 
bedrooms with damp walls, wearing clothes that don’t fit them.  By 
supporting Action for Children you’re helping vulnerable children have a 
safe and happy childhood, and deliver life-changing support for children 
and families. Thank you. 
Since coronavirus struck, we have supported over 12,000 children and 
young people with basic essentials.  Thanks to the support of individuals, 
communities and organisations like yours.  Emergency funding has paid for 
food, educational resources, home repairs, home appliances and 
technology for home learning. 
Thank you so much for your continued support.  

   

From Christian Aid 
Many thanks for the kind donation of £700.00 towards the work of 
Christian Aid.  Your gift will help support our work in 40 of the world's 
poorest countries. 
One of these countries is Bangladesh, where we have been able to help 
Taslima, a 16-year-old girl living in a refugee camp.  Taslima and her family 
fled the violence in Myanmar over a year ago but the camp where they live 
is very crowded and was not always safe. The lack of lighting at night made 
it dangerous for girls and women at night to even venture out to use the 
toilet, meaning many suffered health problems as they avoided going 
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during darkness.   With your support, Christian Aid has helped install over 
300 solar lamps in Taslima’s camp, so Taslima, her sisters, and all the 
women there can use the toilets safely at any time of the day or night. Our 
partners in Bangladesh have also worked with local partners to establish 
women friendly spaces, where girls and women can meet, talk, and share 
their experiences. 
Christian Aid believes in strengthening people to find their own solutions 
to the problems they face.  We do whatever is needed to support poor 
people and their communities, whether it’s speaking out against the 
causes of poverty or funding vital work on the ground.  The generosity of 
our supporters means we are currently able to support over 600 partner 
organisations around the world as they work towards ending the injustice 
of poverty. 
Once again, thank you so much for your continued support of our work 
with and for the poorest communities on earth. With your continued help, 
we can make a difference. 

  

• The April charity has been the Easter Offering collection and there is 
still time to donate to this if you have not done so already.  For May 
our collections will be for Christian Aid (the note above referred to 
various donations that had been passed to us since last year’s Christian 
Aid week).and then in June it is Marie Curie.  If you wish to make a 
donation to any (or all) of these charities, please either let me have a 
cheque (payable to UCS) with a clear indication of which Charity (or 
charities) the donation is for or you can make a donation by bank 
transfer to the UCS account (in this case, please make sure that you 
reference the charity).  If the charity is not clearly indicated, I will 
allocate the donation to the one relevant to the month in which the 
donation is made. 

• Those of you who use the weekly envelopes should now have received 
your new set of envelopes for the year that started on 11th April but if 
you have not received them, please contact Geoff N or Ian H and we 
will sort this out.  A reminder if you use this method and post your 
envelopes that you should pay by cheque and not send cash through 
the postal system. 

• Finally, a general reminder about Gift Aid as we get into a new tax 
year.  If you are registered for Gift Aid, but have stopped paying 
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income tax, then you need to let us know so that we stop claiming that 
tax back on your gifts.  Alternatively, if the amount that you pay in tax 
has reduced, you are responsible for making sure that any donations 
you make via Gift Aid (in total, not just those to UCS) are covered by 
the tax that you pay.  For example, if you pay £100 in income tax in a 
tax year (and only income tax counts for this purpose), you can make 
donations of £400 in that tax year (4 times the amount of income tax 
paid). 

Geoff N 
 

PASTORAL CONCERNS 

• We remember Vicky L who was a very faithful adherent of Bethel who 
participated in many of church activities until her health declined and she 
went to live in a Nursing Home. 

We pray for: 

• Pam E and her family following the death of her brother. 

• Dulcie and her family. 

• Annalene and Angus and their Son in Law who has had a stroke; we 
give thanks that he is home and making good progress. 

• The people known to many of us who are coping with ill health, or 
other challenging issues. 

• Those who are unemployed or have been disadvantaged in some other 
way as a result of the Pandemic.  We pray their circumstances will 
improve as restrictions are eased 

• Congratulations to Anne and Mike who recently celebrated their 
Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

• Congratulations also to Clare and Nigel K on the birth of their grandson 
Steffan, born to Sian and Owen. 

Gwen D 
 
 

CHURCH MEETING 
Our next Church Meeting will be via Zoom on Thursday 13th May at 

7.30pm.  Please make every effort to attend if you can.  More 
details will be in the weekly letter. 
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THE AFRICAN COMMUNITY CENTRE 
I wonder how many of you have heard of this? I must confess I had not. This was 
even more sad when I realised that our own Kwesi (Mary H's son) has a key role 
at the centre (which is ‘Working together to break down barriers’). So, here to 
improve your knowledge, is a super article from Kwesi himself. And he has 
promised to keep us up to date with future events and developments at the 
centre.          Jan C 

 
The African Community Centre (ACC) was 
established by Nigerian-born Uzo Iwobi OBE in 
2003 as a centre for African and African-Caribbean 
people who had settled in Swansea. Over time, the 

ACC has expanded its outreach, developing into a centre where people from 
all nations are welcome. 
As well as being a social hub, and with the backing of various not-for-profit 
organisations, the Welsh Government, BBC Children in Need and the National 
Lottery, the ACC provides a number of services for its clients, including 
English classes, men and women’s groups, counselling sessions and 
education-based projects for children and young people and the award-
winning Asylum Seekers Community Transportation scheme.  
During the Covid-19 outbreak, the centre has been able to continue 
supporting its clients with further counselling, iPads and top-ups for mobile 
phones thanks to funding from the Moondance, Community and 
Clothworkers’ Foundations. 
The ACC recently relocated to its new premises in the Arts Wing of the Grand 
Theatre, but Covid-19 and ongoing restrictions have meant that the centre is 
unable to hold sessions in the building. Classes are held over Zoom even if 
they are being taught and led at the Arts Wing. 
I joined the ACC in October 2019 as a Marketing Volunteer. I now have two 
roles within the centre: Marketing Coordinator and IT and Arts Coordinator. 
As Marketing Coordinator, I facilitate the advertising aspects of the centre – 
from creating posters for the various ACC events and promoting them across 
the Swansea area mailing list (“SWARM”) and the centre’s various social 
media pages to liaising with other organisations and local media, including 
WalesOnline and 96.4 The Wave.  
As IT and Arts Coordinator, I oversee the various Information Technology and  
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Arts-related activities organised by the ACC, including dance, drumming, 
fitness and Digital Skills classes, register attendees for these sessions, review 
invoices from class leaders and order any necessary class equipment. The rise 
of Zoom has enabled the ACC to continue hosting these classes and allow 
participants the chance to see any friends or acquaintances they may have 
made before the country went into lockdown a year ago – even if it’s only 
through a computer screen!  

Kwesi I 
ACC contact details: Tel: 01792 470298 
j.duarte@africancommunitycentre.org.uk 
Address: African Community Centre, Grand Theatre Arts Wing, Singleton 
Street, Swansea SA1 3QJ  

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK: MAY 10th – 16th 2021 

This year Christian Aid is 75 years old. 75 years of 
working with real people to effect real change. For 
many years now Christian Aid has urged us to be aware 
of the effect of climate change across the world, and 

of the particular impact this is having on the poorest people in the world.  
 Some of these people live in South Sudan 
where people (like Mary and Atili) tell us how 
last year floods and droughts devastated 
more than a million people. But Christian Aid 
provided tools and training so that families 
have now learned to grow crops that will 
withstand extreme weather, and shared in developing a Saving Scheme 
and Loan Association that families can access in an emergency. This is not 
simply providing short term emergency aid but rather ensuring long term 
life saving resources for the future.  
Over the past 75 years Christian Aid has given peoples of the world a 
legacy. We have been part of the legacy and during Christian Aid Week we 
would normally be having street collections, coffee mornings and of 
course our individual pew envelopes. This way of giving is not open to us 
this year but we can all still make our contribution through cash or a 
cheque (made payable to UCS and sent to Geoff N).  

mailto:j.duarte@africancommunitycentre.org.uk
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Now more than ever we need to stand together to impact on climate 
change and our donation, no matter how small, can make a difference to 
generations to come. Christian Aid assures us,  
 
"We have the power, so don't let the earth die on our watch." 
Thank you on behalf of all those people who will benefit.        

Jan C 

 
BANNER CELEBRATES CITY OF WELCOME 

Members of a Welsh community have created two colourful new banners 
– one in Welsh (see next page) and one in English – 
celebrating cultural diversity. Completed during 
lockdown, the new banner celebrates ten years of 
Swansea as a City of Sanctuary, providing a 
welcome to asylum seekers and refugees. They are 
the collective work of over 100 participants, 
including asylum seekers, refugees, supporter 
organisations, community volunteers and cultural 
groups such as the Chinese community and Iberian 
Society. 
The banners were the brainchild of Mary H, an 

Associate Artist at the Glyn Vivian Art Gallery. ‘Part of my role was to 
celebrate the diverse cultures that make up our city,' explained Mary. 
When lockdown happened, I knew we had to find a way of bringing people 
together, even if we couldn't meet physically.’ 
Mary came up with the idea of creating banners 
made of patchwork squares contributed by 
individuals or families. She set up a WhatsApp group 
and held regular meetings on Zoom, with local 
sewing expert Arwen Roberts on hand to teach 
different stitches and sewing techniques. 
‘One of the wonderful things about the banners is 
how each group has brought something unique,’ said 
Mary. ‘Some of the South American contributors 
incorporated recycled materials, while others used 
very intricate embroidery.’ 



13 
 

Textile artist Nylah Mak designed the top part of the banner incorporating 
the City of Sanctuary words alongside a Swansea skyline. The banner was 
stitched together by Hanam Beko, a Kurdish tailor. ‘He did an amazing job, 
assisted by his daughter who, aged two, is our youngest contributor. The 
eldest contributor was a lady from my church who’s 91!’ said Mary (This 
was Hazel! ed.) 
The banner is now at the Glynn Vivian Gallery, with a launch exhibition 
planned as soon as it is safe to reopen.  
‘It has been so wonderful to see people coming together to create this 
beautiful work of art, which I know will be an important part of our city’s 
cultural heritage,’ said Mary. ‘It will provide a lasting testimony to Swansea 
as a thriving and diverse city and a place of welcome to people from all 
over the world.’ 

(Thanks to Mary H for co-ordinating the article and photos – and for the 
banners, of course! ed.) 

 
 

DONATIONS IN MEMORY OF MAISIE H 
Just to let you know that £1,160 was donated to 
the Swansea Asylum Seeker Support Group in 
memory of mum. The photo shows her at the SASS 
drop-in with her ‘boys’, helping them with their 
English. Many thanks to all who contributed. 
Best wishes, Mary 

 

Dear Church Friends. 
I wish to thank you very much for all the get-well cards, flowers, Easter 
egg, kind wishes and prayers that I have received from you since I became 
unwell. Thank you for supporting Mum and Dad during this very stressful 
period.  
Thankfully, I am on the road to recovery but am still receiving treatment at 
home. 
Sincerely, Sian G 
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On May 13th we will celebrate Ascension Day. What do we make of this 

traditional Christian festival in the 21st Century?  

These images help us 
understand some key 
aspects of ascension: 
The first, from Africa, 
tells a simple story: 
the disciples are 
gathered and Jesus, 
their Master and 
risen Saviour, was 
lifted up before their 
eyes. It seems to me 
that this image isn’t 
just about then, it’s 
about now too. Jesus is the one who was and is lifted up. And we, like 
them, must gaze… 
The image in the centre is an Orthodox icon. It represents the holy 
Apostles and followers of Jesus, women among them (all represented with 
haloes that signify holiness), worshipping their Lord who has been lifted 
up into the heavens, to be with God and to be worshipped by prophets, 
saints and martyrs throughout all the ages. 
What strikes me particularly about the third image – which is a more 
traditional Western representation of the Biblical story – is that we only 
see the feet of Jesus. But his feet bear the scars of crucifixion: during 
Christian Aid Week we give thanks that the crucified and risen Lord who 
ascends and ‘sits at the right hand of God’ still bears the scars of the 
sacrificial cost of love for those who suffer injustice and violence. 
When Jesus himself spoke about his being ‘lifted up from the earth’ (in 
crucifixion and ascension) he made a powerful promise: ‘I will draw all 
people to myself’ (John 12.31). By gathering us to him, we are being ‘lifted 
up’ too! Not just us but ALL people! In the 21st century as much as in the 1st.  
A meditation by the Catholic priest, Michel Quoist, written more than fifty 
years ago, reminds us what this could mean for us. Quoist introduces his 
reflection with these words: ‘To have faith is not only to raise one’s eyes to 
God to contemplate God; it is also to look at this world, but with Christ’s 
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eyes’. As Bruce Epperley has said, ‘The point of Christ’s ascension is 
perspective’, how we see things. Here are a few lines from Quoist’s 
reflection: 

‘I would like to rise very high, Lord, 
above my city, above my world, above time. 
I would like to purify my glance and borrow your eyes… 
I would (then) understand that my life, an imperceptible breath in 
this great whole, is an indispensable treasure in the Father’s plan. 
Then, falling on my knees, I would admire, Lord, the mystery of this 
world which, in spite of the innumerable snags of sin, is a long 
throb of love, towards love eternal…’ 

Michel Quoist, Prayers of Life,1963, pp11-12 
Noel 

 
ASCENSION DAY BY JOHN KEBLE (1792-1866) 

Soft cloud, that while the breeze of May 
Chants her glad matins in the leafy arch, 
Draw'st thy bright veil across the heavenly way, 
Meet* pavement for an angel's glorious march: 
 
My soul is envious of mine eye, 
That it should soar and glide with thee so fast, 
The while my grovelling thoughts half buried lie, 
Or lawless roam around this earthly waste… 
 
We must not stand to gaze too long, 

Though on unfolding Heaven our gaze we bend, 

Where, lost behind the bright angelic throng, 

We see CHRIST'S entering triumph slow ascend… 

Then shall we see Thee as Thou art, 

For ever fixed in no unfruitful gaze, 

But such as lifts the new-created heart, 

Age after age, in worthier love and praise. 

(Selected verses from a longer poem)  
[* i.e. suitable or appropriate] 



16 
 

PILGRIM PRAYER: THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE 
 “Prayer is at the heart of the 
ecumenical move-ment. Jesus 
prayed that we – his followers – 
may all be one. When we pray 
with and for one another, we can 
feel God’s gift of unity. Pilgrim 
Prayer: The Ecumenical Prayer 
Cycle, is prepared by the World 
Council of Churches and takes us 
through every region of the world 
over the course of a year. Praying 

for each place on earth and its people at least once a year, we affirm our 
solidarity with Christians all over the world, brothers and sisters living in diverse 
situations.”  
 
 May 2 – 8  Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan 
May 9 – 15 India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka 
May 16 – 22 Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal 
May 22 – 29 Indian Ocean Islands: Comoros, Madagascar, Maldives, 

Mauritius, Seychelles 

 
 
ANNE & MIKE:  Thank you, everyone for your kind messages, phone calls, 
numerous cards, beautiful flowers and plants, which made our Golden 
Wedding on April 3rd such a happy 
occasion. 
We celebrated following ‘Plan C ‘— 
obviously in a different environment 
etc.  from our original plans, due to 
Covid restrictions. We very much 
enjoyed family time on zoom sharing Cornish Cream Tea, and a glass of 
fizz, reminiscent of our honeymoon spent in Sennen. The only difference 
being cream first on the scone and jam on top, which is the proper way of 
doing things! (Both versions shown, to ensure balance! ed.) 
Thank you for your continuing prayerful support.          Anne & Mike 

 

https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/afghanistan-kazakhstan-kyrgyzstan-mongolia-tajikistan-turkmenistan-uzbekistan
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/afghanistan-kazakhstan-kyrgyzstan-mongolia-tajikistan-turkmenistan-uzbekistan
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/india-pakistan-sri-lanka
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/bangladesh-bhutan-nepal
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/indian-ocean-islands-comoros-madagascar-maldives-mauritius-seychelles
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/indian-ocean-islands-comoros-madagascar-maldives-mauritius-seychelles
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WOODLAND STEWARDSHIP  

How can we contribute to caring for our 

planet? Lynda and I own about 4 acres of 

deciduous woodland on the 

Dyfed/Pembrokeshire border, not far from 

Cenarth. When we tell people this, there 

are some inevitable questions: 

1. How come you own a wood? Quite serendipitously really. We kept 

seeing signs “Woodland for Sale”, on our travels and were curious as to how 

much woodland cost. An internet search one evening on passing the sign yet 

again revealed the answer and indicated where there were woods for sale in 

South Wales. I had part of a retirement lump sum earning next to nothing in 

the bank, and this appeared to be a productive form of investment. In addition 

to it being pretty secure insofar as land prices keep rising, it also provides a 

source of exercise and enjoyment as well. The fact that we have no garden 

here in Swansea added to the attraction. 

2. Why so far away? Good question! It’s over an hour’s drive – which, 

during Lockdown, has been a major frustration. Simply answered: there was 

no woodland for sale any closer that we could afford to buy. It is also 

incredibly isolated, which makes for privacy and solitude, if that appeals to 

you. 

3. What kind of wood is it? It is defined as Ancient Woodland, though 

until the mid-1990s it had been planted with conifers. These were cleared 

and it was replanted with broad leaf trees, which are now reaching 25 

years of age. Oak, birch and hazel seem to be the predominant kind. There 

are some conifers, self-set from the old plantation, and some yew which 

were left. Most of the wood is on a fairly steep north-facing slope, so it is 

quite shaded. At the bottom there is a large stream with a low-lying area, 

which we use for recreation – though it is susceptible to flooding. 

4. What do you do there? Since it is fairly young, the husbandry is 

mainly focussed on clearing trees which have fallen or are leaning, or 

making space when there is crowding. The oak trees are particularly 

attractive to grey squirrels, who strip the bark. Very few are undamaged. 
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We have an access driveway which tends to get overgrown if you don’t cut it 

back, and, unfortunately, we have to drive through five other woods to get to 

ours, some of whose owners visit less often, so we often have to cut theirs 

back too. 

We are responsible for ensuring safe access to the two sections of public 

footpath, one at the top of the wood and the other co-terminus with the 

driveway. (Though thankfully not ensuring dry access as one section gets very 

muddy – mainly due to a stream running through it!). There are quite a few 

bramble patches which need attention. 

5. What SHOULD you be doing there? We ought really to be drawing 

up a plan of the whole wood, indicating the individual trees, their genus and 

precise location. We could also record all the wild flowers and fungi as they 

appear. We haven’t seen a great deal of wildlife, though a dedicated bird 

watcher certainly would. Last year we spotted fish in the stream. 

6. What else? In 2019 we uncovered a stone wall which had been 

concealed by brambles and moss. We have been excavating the area and have 

revealed a small stone-floored building, which appears to date from the 18th 

century. We have been in touch with the archaeology authorities, who have 

encouraged us to carry on digging. 

7. Could anyone else join in? We would welcome interest and help from 

anyone who would like to join us. Initially it would have to be arranged for 

when we were there, but in due course we would be happy for people to go 

independently, if they wished. We tend to pick a day when the weather 

forecast is good, which is not generally predictable, as we all know. 

8. Green Church Project Clearly, caring for woodland could be seen as 

part of caring for our planet, especially if it were formalised into a “Church 

Project”.  

9. Is anyone interested?     

John A 
 

[In May 2019, we – Pat and I and Emma (who particularly 

enjoyed it, as you can see) – were privileged to go with 

John and Lynda to visit their woodland. It’s a glorious 

place. It’s really worth a visit. Take your wellies or boots, 

though, in case you get recruited as foresters! ed.]  
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WE GIVE THANKS AND PRAY FOR LYTHAN, IVOR AND DELYTH’S 
DAUGHTER. MAY GOD BLESS HER AND PHIL IN THEIR NEW MINISTRY. 
 
‘The Revd Lythan Nevard, a United Reformed Church minister currently 

serving at the Cornerstone ecumenical project in 
Cranbrook, Exeter, and previously a minister in 
Hartlepool, Romford, Brixham and Babbacombe, 
has been nominated to be the next Moderator of 
Eastern Synod. 
Lythan Nevard was a member of the URC’s 
Ginger Group in the 1980s, a group of young 
people that visited churches around the country, 

leading a variety of church related projects, based at Yardley Hastings. 
Lythan Nevard grew up in the United Reformed Church – her father is the 
Revd Ivor Rees, a URC minister who served in Port Talbot, Clapham, Ewell, 
Swansea and Bamford. 
Her husband, the Revd Phil Nevard, is a URC Minister currently serving 
Kingsteignton and the South Western Synod (and) has accepted a call to 
serve three churches in the Eastern Synod - Castle Camps, Whittlesford and 
Sawston. Lythan and Phil met while serving together on the URC’s Ginger 
Group. 
Lythan said: “The Holy Spirit has led me on many adventures, and I am 
both delighted and awed that the next one is as Moderator of Eastern 
Synod. I'm really looking forward to working with the churches and 
Ministers of the Synod and finding out how we can grow in discipleship 
and serve God's kingdom together.” ’                   (from the URC website) 

 
STRANGERS TOGETHER (sent in by Pauline L) 

It was the first time Bert had visited the village. He enjoyed his weekend 
mini-breaks, exploring new parts of the country, picking up interesting 
pieces of local history, birdwatching and visiting churches. 
Bert had been to all sorts of churches, some good, some bad, some 
indifferent. But it was always interesting and he never failed to take 
something from a new place that helped him on his way – a message, a 
lesson, an insight or whatever. 
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Bert was pleased to explore the village church during his current weekend 
away.  The service didn’t offer much to raise the spirits, but the singing 
was good, and he was encouraged by the fact that there were a couple of 
tunes he was well familiar with. 
When the service was over, Bert wondered whether he should attend the 
obligatory ‘after service coffee’ as invited in the church notices. They 
usually tended to be hit-and-miss affairs, and, like the church services 
themselves, there were the good, the bad and the downright ugly. 
However, encouraged by the aroma of freshly brewed coffee, he made his 
way to the room where tea and coffee were on offer. 
Having deposited his payment in the money–collecting sugar bowl, he 
looked for a place to sit. Three elderly ladies didn’t seem too keen on a 
visitor taking the spare seat at their table and neither of the two men at a 
table in the corner appeared interested in inviting him over. So, as usual, 
Bert decided not to expect too much and headed for a table by the 
window occupied by one middle-aged man on his own. He enquired 
politely ‘Is there anyone sitting here?’  (….as you do, even though it was 
obvious there wasn’t!)  ‘No, help yourself’ the gent replied. 
‘How are you?’ Bert enquired. ‘I’m fine. And you?’ ‘Not too bad.’ ‘Nice 
morning,’ the man offered. ‘Yes, indeed, not too bad at all.’ And the two 
men lapsed into an uncomfortable silence. After a while, Bert decided this 
wasn’t good enough. ‘I’m a stranger here,’ he offered. ‘Your first time 
then?’ the man enquired. ‘Yes, the first time,’ Bert responded. ‘Let me 
welcome you, then,’ and gave Bert a firm, welcoming handshake. ‘I’m 
John,’ he confirmed, ‘good to meet you.’ 
There was another awkward silence. Bert decided to have another go. ‘Are 
you a stranger too?’ Bert asked. ‘Yes, very much so,’ John replied. ‘First 
time for you?’ Bert enquired. ‘No,’ the man replied. ‘I’ve been coming here 
for over a year and you’re the first person who’s bothered to come to say 
hello.’ 

(from Tom Gordon’s book ‘A Blessing to follow’, Wild Goose Publications, with 
permission) 

THE STORY OF A LOCAL CHURCH 

I know that a number of us in Uniting Church Sketty (including the editor) enjoy 

making our own bread. Looking through The Methodist Church website recently, I 

came across SOMEWHERE ELSE or THE BREAD CHURCH. Here is their 

story and an exercise for us.  
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The Bread Church is part of the Liverpool City Centre Methodist Church. 

It is an inclusive community that usually meets around the making and 

sharing of bread. “We offer a warm welcome, hospitality and friendship 

to those of all faiths and none. We gather as a faith community. We have 

job seekers, homeless people, businessmen and businesswomen, single 

mums and single dads with their children, asylum seekers, retired people, 

teenagers, people with mental health problems – the list is very long!” 

Normally, before the pandemic, they were open twice weekly, to make 
bread by hand, with individuals and community groups of all ages and 
abilities.  The sessions include time for: 

• all the elements of making bread, 

• conversation and refreshments, 

• shared reflection and prayers, and 

• a simple meal together, prepared by volunteers and those who come 
to make bread.  

While the building remains closed, The Bread Church has devised a range of 
activities to keep people connected and supported. They look forward to 
meeting again, as we all do! 

 

Here’s my idea for an exercise in 
Bible Study: 
Bread is very important in the Bible, both 
in stories told and in explaining Christian 
faith and practice.  
1  Try to find ten references to bread in 
the Bible (there are a lot more than this!) 
and read the verses that you find. 
2  What do they tell you about the people in the story or the message of 
the text? 
3  What do they say to us today? 
4  Reflect on the following words:  

Be gentle when you touch bread… There is such beauty in bread: 

beauty of sun and soil; beauty of patent toil. Winds and rains 

caressed it. Jesus often blessed it. Be gentle when you touch bread. 
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What does it mean for us to ‘be gentle when we touch bread’? 
5  When you’ve done these exercises, whether you’re experienced at 
bread-making or not, make your own loaf as a way of focussing your 
thoughts and prayers. 
For further information go to: Somewhere Else - Home (somewhere-
else.org.uk) 

Noel 

MY LOCKDOWN  

I wondered, a year on, if others like me have been reviewing the last 12 
months? Hasn’t the last year been impossible to describe?  We have been 
living in isolation and yet trying so hard to keep in touch with everyone.  

Being the type who cannot sit without needing to do 
something I have completed over 14 jigsaw puzzles (all of 
them 1000 pieces or above). Several of these puzzles I have 
completed 3 or 4 times and assure you they do not get any 
easier the more times they are done!!  This activity however 
is a very solitary one- Alan only occasionally showing 

interest and adding a piece here and there.   
I have also attacked my stash of inherited patchwork 
materials resulting in a small quilt and four new cushion 
covers. The stash still remains seemingly as large as ever. 
Perhaps this year’s Christmas bags required for filling 
with goodies for our asylum seekers/refugees can be 

patchwork style this year! Again, 
however, a solitary experience.                    
Walking has become my daily form of exercise – all 
undertaken in the local area.  Alan and I have found 
footpaths in Dunvant that we had never previously 
explored. The Fairwood pool has provided us with the 

solitary peace we often sought, anxious to keep away from other people. 
Hardly the outreaching, community type of existence we had previously 
known.  
Therefore, there seemed a need to make a more productive outreach use 
of my time. Prompted by Jan C, we felt many of our Wesley members were 
in need of our meetings to continue even in lockdown. Lacking the devices 

https://www.somewhere-else.org.uk/
https://www.somewhere-else.org.uk/
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and capability for everyone to participate via Zoom our printed copy of a 
meeting began. 
I felt it equally important to keep in touch in a similar way with our Monday 
Folk dancers, some of whom are not members of our church family but are 
part of our community outreach. I know many keep in touch by phone but 
again it has been easy to produce a monthly newsletter 
with contributions from Rosemary and myself. This 
newsletter is delivered to 19 members.   
Lastly and most important has been to keep in touch with 
our youngest members – our Primary Adventurers.  Their 
newsletters contain craft activities, wordsearches, 
colouring as well as a short message and prayer.  I have had several 
comments and photographs from parents/grandparents saying these 
efforts have been appreciated. These young members are the future of 
our church and encouragement to feel part of our church family is vital.    
So perhaps by printing over 750 copies of newsletters/meetings I hope my 
lockdown has not been a total waste of time.  When you reflect on your 
lockdown, has the time allowed you to learn a new skill, small or large? 
Perhaps you too would like to share your experiences and think how it 
might have impacted not only on yourself but on those around us, even if 
only in the virtual world?   
It will be wonderful, nevertheless, when the time allows us to meet in 
reality and I am able to give our poor printer a rest!!! 

Linda J 
 

MY TIME WITH CHRISTIAN AID by the Editor 

Christian Aid was a central part of my ministry from the beginning. In 
1969, during my first year as a minister in Glanaman, near Ammanford, 
Muriel Powell, the energetic and very deeply committed wife of a local GP, 
and I launched new activities for Christian Aid Week. We opened a shop in 
our church hall which raised hundreds of pounds each year; we held bread 
and cheese lunches (two sisters in our church brought their own butter 
because they didn’t want to eat bread without butter!) as well as the usual 
house-to-house collections. 
Over the years, I became more and more involved. When I was General 
Secretary of the Council of Churches for Wales and, later, of Cytûn, I was 
an ex officio member of the Welsh National Committee, co-ordinating staff 
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appointments, among other things.  In the year 2000, I became a member 
of the UK and Ireland Board and chair of the Welsh committee. That was 
the beginning of twelve years of responsibility as a trustee of Christian 
Aid’s work. From 2006 to 2012, I was Vice-chair of the Board (when John 
Gladwin, the Bishop of Guildford, and then Dame Anne Owers, HM Chief 
Inspector of Prisons, chaired the Board). It was a time of rapid 
development for Christian Aid’s work around the world: a new emphasis 
on developing the partnerships with Churches and aid organisations, 
increasing monitored collaboration with governments, resetting the 
priorities for Christian Aid’s work in the UK and Ireland and around the 
world and a growing emphasis on appointing local staff in the 60 or so 
countries where we worked as well as finding innovative ways of 
fundraising. It was a challenging and exciting time when the annual income 
reached £100m for the first time.  
During my time on the Board, I made an overseas visit on behalf of 
Christian Aid to Sri Lanka as part of a three-person delegation to look at 

the role of small farmers in rice growing there. 
Did you know that there are at least 104 
different varieties of rice? We went to one 
church-supported 
experimental station 

where all these varieties were grown! ‘Rice is the 
staple food of 21 million Sri Lankans and is the 
livelihood of more than 2 million farmers. More 
than 30 percent of the total labour force is directly 
or indirectly involved in the rice sector.’ We met small rice growers who 
were threatened by the dominance of large international companies. We 
were received by the Government minister who was responsible for 
agriculture and food, a very self-assured man who had very little concern 
for the future of small farms and was more committed to forging 
agreements on rice imports with the Indian Government. We met church 
representatives who were keen to see Christian Aid offer them direct 
support. The question for us was: how can Christian Aid be engaged with 
churches, development organisations and governments in places like Sri 
Lanka to ensure a fairer and more just future for the rural communities 
that were threatened by large international companies?  
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These are struggles that we still need to be engaged in. 
So Christian Aid is still a vital part of our Christian witness, 
not least at a time when the UK Government is 

threatening to cut the Overseas Aid budget and linking it more closely to 
‘British interests’ rather than the need of ‘the poor of the earth’ for justice 
and hope. ‘Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives.’ 
 
COVER TO COVER. 

 Our next meeting will be held via Zoom at 10:00 on Thursday 
May 6th. We will be discussing “Hamnet” by Maggie 
O’Farrell, introduced by Pat D. If any new readers would like 
to join us, please contact me 
As usual, I will send the Zoom link out at the beginning of the 
week.   

             Mike W 
 

WESLEY CLUB 

I thought it might be good to assure our church family that Wesley Club is 
still alive and well! Sadly, for the past year we have only been able to meet 
monthly rather than weekly and this is via a virtual meeting in paper 
format. This allows us to make certain no one is left out and our meeting 
attendance of over 40 members has indeed been 100%. Indeed, even 
during lock down we have actually recruited a new member. During our 
meetings we continue to have all our usual club sections and most 
importantly we continue to have a vehicle for laughing and caring and 
sharing with one another. Linda J has become an absolute wiz at the 
layout, using clever illustrations and lots of coloured inks. In fact, I have 
suggested she should consider a second career in publishing!! I know from 
the many members’ comments and contributions that our meetings in this 
way are much appreciated by everyone. We all miss the warmth and 
fellowship of being together but for the immediate future, we will 
continue in this all-inclusive manner, until the time when we can indeed 
meet face to face, to share and love and care in person.       

Jan C 
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REEL TO REAL 
Our film for April is a drama first shown on BBC1 on 18th December 

2020. Education, from the Small Axe series, is the coming-of-
age story of 12-year-old Kingsley , who has a fascination for 
astronauts and rockets. When Kingsley is pulled to the 
headmaster's office for being disruptive in class, he 
discovers he's being sent to a school for those with "special 
needs." Distracted by working two jobs, his parents are 
unaware of the unofficial segregation policy at play, 

preventing many Black children from receiving the education they deserve, 
until a group of West Indian women take matters into their own hands. 
Our discussion will be on Wednesday 12 May 2021 at 10.00am.  Everyone is 
welcome to join using the usual church zoom codes.  Sandra C 
 
WORDS FROM WOOKIE 

Hello, my hooman friends.  How are you doing?  I’m missing playing with all 
my pals in doggy agility and that makes me sad.  But the good news is that I 
still sometimes see my three girlfriends.  Yes (but sshh) I have three 
girlfriends!  I haven’t seen my girlfriend Emma for a while, except on 
Zoom.  But some weeks I see Horlicks when my hooman delivers the stuff for 
the weekly mailing.  And a few weeks ago, I had a playdate with Tilly.  Tilly is 
my best girlfriend (Emma is VERY upset about this! ed).  Before this pandemic 
thing my hooman used to sometimes take me to Tilly’s and we would play in 
the garden while the hoomans had a cup of tea and some shortbread.  She 
couldn’t do that this time, so I stayed there on my own.  Sometimes, in the 
past, I’ve got quite amorous with Tilly (if you get my meaning) – and the 
hoomans tell me to stop.  Hoomans spoil all the fun!  I wonder if you miss 
being with your friends as well?  I expect you do.  But soon the weather will 
be warm enough to meet them in your gardens and perhaps you’ll even be 
allowed to meet in your house!  (However, you must promise me that you 
won’t get amorous with each other!!).  But until then, as it says in Psalm 
55.22 “Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; he will never let 
the righteous be shaken.”  Lots of woofs, Wookie 

PS:  Pat and Noel are Emma’s hoomans, Margaret and Rob are Tilly’s hoomans and 
Jan C is Horlicks’ hooman. 
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REFLECTIONS ON PAUL’S LETTER TO THE PHILIPPIANS  

This month we conclude our reflections on Paul’s Letter to the church in 
Philippi. I hope that you’ve found that the Letter gives us a sense of Paul’s 
closeness, his warm love and his deep concern for the integrity of faith, the 
sincerity of Christian behaviour and the power of our witness to the Gospel, 
among his Philippian friends. Read the passage first, then read the 
reflections and use the prayer.  
Chapter 4, verses 10-14    Generosity of care and strength to uphold one 
another. The ministry of the Apostle Paul was not a one-way path. He 
planted this church, he nurtured it, built it and disciplined it. But the 
Philippians also shepherded him. Now, in prison, he is more aware than 
ever of the warmth of their care and that they have welcomed another 
opportunity to care for him (care that has blossomed yet again). But 
without belittling this care, he now makes a powerful statement of his 
faith in the sustenance of Christ: I have strength for every need through him 
that strengthens me. However urgent the crisis we are in, we can learn to 
be content, whatever (our) circumstances. Faith in the living Christ, and his 
resurrection, is the source of this assurance. 
Verses 15-18   The sweet perfume of generosity.  From the start of the 
mission, the Philippians’ care was unique. Not just for Paul but for all his 
fellow Christians. They were partners in giving and receiving. For Paul, 
however, it is not personal gain that matters but what happens to them! 
Their generosity has caused an increase in the bank account of their 
Christian growth. That is a sweet perfume, an acceptable sacrifice, to the 
delight of God. The fragrance of this perfume extends beyond the giving. It 
is love in action, God at work through them. What are the consequences of 
any kindness and generosity within us? What are the effects of the sweet 
perfume of love on those around us? 
Verses 19-20 To God be the glory.  Paul experienced all the generosity of 
God's grace, not only because his physical needs were fulfilled but because 
he knew that God was at work in his whole life. This is the need that Paul 
has in mind here. But he has confidence that God acts to fulfil the needs of 
the Philippians as well. This is the core of God's grace: the unconditional 
and infinite love which is God’s free gift to the saints in Jesus Christ. The 
wealth of grace is one of Paul's great themes in his Epistle to the Ephesians: 
the wealth of glory that is found in the inheritance which he gives you among 
the saints … How rich God is in his mercy; (he has) shown ... [that] the riches 
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of his grace through his kindness be revealed to us in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 
1:18-2:10). Praise is the only response! 
Verses 21-23 Greetings. Paul is now back where he started: with greetings. 
Here is a rare example in Paul of the word saint in the singular: saints is the 
norm. For Paul, the community of saints is the heart of it. He sends 
greetings to his friends in Philippi from himself and those who are with him. 
Prison has not separated him from the saints. The greatest wonder, 
however, is that he sends greetings to those in the service of Caesar, who 
serve the imprisoning empire! Fellowship in Christ breaks down walls. In 
Christ, we are one - and that's the end of the story! And the end of the 
letter. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with your spirit! Amen.  
Prayer: Lord, we thank you that, within the community of your people, we 
can uphold one another in prayer, in generosity of care and in compassion. 
We thank you also that ‘we have strength for every need’ through your 
strength at work in us. May your grace inspire our generosity that it may 
become, for those around us, the ‘sweet perfume’ of your love at work in 
human lives.  
Now, Lord, as we come to the end of our reflections on the apostle’s letter to 
the saints in Philippi, we give you thanks for all he has taught us and praise 
you for your grace, the unconditional and infinite love which is your free 
gift to the saints in Jesus Christ. We celebrate our belonging together – as 
your people in heaven and on earth – to the fellowship of the saints, where 
there are no barriers that separate but only bridges that connect. May the 
grace of the Lord Jesus be with our spirits. Amen. 

To think about: How have you responded to Paul’s Letter to the Philippians? What 

messages do you take away from our shared reflection on this intimate 
letter?  

NOTE: In the June magazine, we will be starting a series of reflections on 

what it means to belong to a global family of Christians in such a diverse 

world. 
 

Our building development programme was funded by the following: 

 

 


