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                 PENTECOST – THE TIME OF THE CHURCH: 
 Jesus appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles, to 

be with him and to be sent out to proclaim the message 
and to have authority to [heal]… (Gospel of Mark) 

 Jesus said to them “You shall be my witnesses” (Acts) 
 You are built on the foundation of the apostles…with 

Christ Jesus as the Cornerstone (Ephesians) 
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SEEKING GOD 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C                   
 
During Lockdown, Sunday morning worship is held on Zoom at 10.30am.  

 
This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 
impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   
Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 
email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  
 

JULY MAGAZINE:  

All items for inclusion in the July edition of the Magazine to be sent to the 
editor, Noel D by 17 June 2021 at the latest, but sooner if possible. Issue 
date: Sunday, 27 June.  
 

“We take our faith seriously and believe that God can speak to us 
through the study of the bible, through prayer and worshipping 
together. We want to develop our understanding so that we can 
grow in our discipleship and make a positive difference to our 
community and the world.” (UCS website) 

 

Contacting us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, 
Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH   
Website: www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk 
 

NOTE: This magazine is printed on sustainably sourced paper  

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 

Dear Friends 

The news is full of the relaxation of covid restrictions – of 
things that we are now allowed to do.  It feels like a 
relief in so many ways, although of course, as we are 
told, this relaxation must be accompanied by common sense! 

Along with many other churches, we are now planning to re-open our 
building for worship starting on 6th June.  In our situation this will be a 
‘hybrid’ worship, which means that whilst there will be some people in the 
congregation in church, there will be many others who will still be joining us 
on zoom.  This is because we can only fit in 25 people downstairs in our 
building (as long as the 2m social distancing rule is in place).  In other words, 
the service will be zoomed from the church and those taking part, both 
preachers and readers could either be in church or could be in their own 
homes.  Huge thanks must go to Les who is taking the lead in making sure the 
technology for this works. 

This gradual return to the building means that the first service back won’t 
include either the joyful thanksgiving or the pain-filled lament that we had 
been planning.  That type of service will be left until the time when the 
building can be opened to the vast majority of our congregation.  For the 
time being the service will simply be as it has been on zoom – just with some 
people in the church itself. 

However good it will be for some to be back in the building, it won’t be quite 
the same as ‘usual’ – and see page 5 in this magazine for a reminder of some 
of the restrictions.  As things stand, the organ cannot be used (wind 
instruments can spread the aerosol droplets in the air), although this 
guideline may change in the future. 

We will also be planning midweek communion services.  Again, the limit for 
this will be 25 people and you will need to book.  Depending on what the 
take up is of this, a midweek communion service could become a weekly or a 
monthly thing.  The first of these midweek communions will be on Thursday 
24th June at 10.30am.  Details of how to book will be in the weekly letter. 

For the time being the weekly worship sheet and letter will continue to be 
emailed, posted and hand-delivered as it has been for the last 15 months. 



4 
 

However, the weekly prayer video will be taking a break, in order to allow me 
to concentrate on other things. 

So I encourage those of you who haven’t been able to zoom, or for whom 
this is tricky, to consider now signing up to attend the in-person worship.  
You will be given priority in the booking system. 

Just as we had a steep learning curve and had to learn to do things differently 
and creatively at the beginning of the pandemic, so we find ourselves in a 
similar situation now, as things begin to open up.  We have just marked 
Pentecost, when the Spirit turned the disciples out from behind locked doors 
to be witnesses to the new life God offers through Jesus.  We pray that the 
Spirit will work in us so that going forward we may have the courage to find 
new and fresh ways to share the good news of God’s love. 

With love,  

Leslie 

*Our thanks to Revd Leslie for producing the weekly prayer videos during the 

last 14 months. That’s over sixty videos! Each one takes quite some time to 

prepare and a great deal of imagination and expertise to produce. Many 

thanks, Leslie. ed. 

 

Bible month has become an annual event in 
our (and many other) churches around the 
UK.  Each year, usually in the month of June 
we are invited to join with others in digging 
deep into a particular book of the Bible over 

four weeks.  In the past we have looked at Jonah, Colossians and Ruth.  This 
year the focus is the Gospel of Mark, and in our weekly Sunday services as well 
as in our Faith and Fellowship sessions, we will delve deeper into the first 
Gospel to be written.  By focusing on a single biblical book, the aim of Bible 
Month is to help everyone in church engage more deeply with Scripture. 

 
ZOOM PREACHERS FOR JUNE (BIBLE MONTH) 

6th: Leslie    |   13th: Sue Raad    |   20th: Alan Cram    |   27th: Leslie  



5 
 

WHAT TO EXPECT IF COMING TO A CHURCH SERVICE IN THE BUILDING  

We celebrate the fact that we can now offer worship 
in our church building, especially for those for whom 
zoom is more difficult or who live on their own.  
However, it won’t be like church ‘used to be’, 
because there are a number of safeguards that we 
must put in place in order to make us covid-safe. 

• Places are limited to 25 people due to social distancing.  You will need to 
register each week if you would like to attend.  Instructions on who to 
contact will be given in the weekly letter each week. 

• You must not attend if you have any Covid-19 symptoms or are awaiting 
a test result or have been in physical contact with someone who has. 

• On arrival, you may need to queue (physically distanced) outside whilst 
others are shown safely to their seats. 

• You will need to sanitise your hands on entering and wear a mask 
throughout. 

• You will be shown to the seat where you may sit.  There will be 2m 
between households. 

• The service will be short (30-40 minutes) and there will be no singing. 

• Doors will be propped open throughout to increase ventilation.  You may 
therefore want to wrap up warmly. 

• You cannot socially interact with others before, during or after the 
service.  This includes standing around chatting after the service. 

• At the end of the service, you will be asked to leave row by row, 
according to the one-way system in place. 

• If communion is served, this will be prepared and served in a Covid safe 
way. 

• If, after you have attended a service, you later discover that you were 
Covid-positive while you were there, you must contact Rev Leslie Noon 
so that others can be asked to take appropriate precautions as necessary. 

Leslie 
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING, JUNE 2021 (prepared by Janet N) 

WEEK ONE 
We give thanks that the number of cases and deaths from Covid 19, in 
Wales, has dropped significantly. We pray that as restrictions ease, people 
will be sensible when meeting others.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK TWO 
We pray for pupils in secondary schools, who were told that they would 
not have external exams, but the Wales Government then did a U turn and 
the pupils had very little time to prepare for them. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK THREE 
We pray that whichever party forms a government in Wales, they will 
govern with integrity and all WAG/Senedd members will do their best to 
serve all their constituents. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
WEEK FOUR 
We pray for all the residents of Coedfan, Aneurin Way, Aneurin Close, New 
Mill Road, Lon Olchfa, Gwent Grove, Oak Ridge and Parc Y Felin. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
CHARITY FOR JUNE: MARIE CURIE 

Last year Marie Curie nurses helped over 
50,000 people living with a terminal 
illness and their families. Their nurses will 
have faced extra challenges during the 
pandemic and the charity is in need of 
support. Please give what you can. 

           Susan G 
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LEAGUE OF LIGHT COLLECTIONS 

The style of collecting boxes has changed, the name has changed (from NCH 
to Action for Children), our church secretary for League of Light has 
changed, (it has only been my responsibility since 2009) but sadly the need 
of the children is unchanged. Happily, though, our church response is also 
unchanged. So, this year, despite losing several of our longest serving 
collectors and despite Covid, my loyal band of collectors have been 
constant. Indeed, it seems Corvid has motivated a few 
additional contributors. So, the good news is that this 
month I have been able to send £620.89 to Action for 
Children. This is almost £70 up on our total last year 
which I deem to be an amazing feat. Thus, a huge 
thank you to everyone, and, as always, a reminder that 
if you would like one of my little red boxes please do 
contact me.     

Jan C 
 

CHURCH RELATED COMMUNITY WORKER REPORT  

In consultation with Leslie and Gwyn , on 4th May I submitted new aims for 
my work with UCS to the CRCW Steering Committee and they were 
accepted. The new aims are as follows: 

• To continue to work with the congregation to identify ways that the 
church can support the local community  

• To coordinate and further develop the UCS/UID Clothing bank.  

• To support the newly formed Church Eco Group.  

• To help facilitate OutDoor Church sessions.  

• To identity new ways for the church’s Parent & Toddler Group 
Sunbeams) to re-open.  

• To attend and support the meetings of the church’s Outreach, Mission 
& Events Committee  

A couple of updates:  
The Clothing Bank has now been open 12 months. A celebration was held 
on 6th May, not to mark that the clothing bank has been open for 12 
months (because, really, it’s very sad that projects such as clothing banks 
and food banks have to be in operation) but to mark the commitment of 
the faithful volunteers who are involved in the project. A huge thank you 
too to the church for the continued free use of church accommodation. A 
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short article has been posted on the UiD members What’s App group and 
on the UiD Facebook page [Unity in Diversity - Swansea (2015)]. Here is a 
photo of some of the trustees and a volunteer driver that you might 
recognise. It’s a privilege to be a member of the 
Mission, Outreach and Events Committee. I am 
fast learning about the wealth of experience and 
knowledge of the members. As lockdown eases 
it’s going to be the ideal place to take 
community news and thoughts for the future. 
Although not listed as an aim, I will be taking a 
church service from time to time to share a 
community or social justice issue with you to 
help us reflect theologically on the issue.  

Adella P 
 
HANS KÜNG (19 March 1928 – 6 April 2021) 

Some readers of the magazine will have heard, I'm sure, 
about the recent death of one of the great theologians 
of our time; indeed, of the centuries.  
Emeritus Professor Hans Küng made an incredible 
contribution to Christian thought in the twentieth 
century. He was one of the theological advisers at the 
Second Vatican Council in the early 1960s that re-shaped 
the Catholic Church.  
He came to popular fame in 1978 for his book 'On being 

a Christian', where he tries, in his own words, to ‘write for all who, for 
whatever reason, are honest and sincere about… Christianity, what being a 
Christian really means.’ Küng offers: ‘…an attempt, in the midst of the age-
old revolutions of the Church's doctrine, morality and discipline, to discover 
what is enduring, what is different from other religions… and what is, at the 
same time, common to the different Christian Churches.’ 
Küng was Professor of Theology at the Roman Catholic Faculty of the 
University of Tübingen, in Germany, but he was not always at ease there and 
the Church was not always comfortable with his views. He wanted to ask 
fundamental and challenging questions about authority in the Church 
(including the authority of the Pope), about requiring priests to be 
unmarried, about women's place in the priesthood, about the Church's 



9 
 

stance on contraception and some of the Church's fundamental doctrines. 
It forced the Church to think, and that - for all of us - can be a challenging, 
uncomfortable but enriching experience. 
At the end of his great book, ‘Christianity: The Religious Situation of our 
Time’ (1995), he asks, ‘Why has Christianity survived so long?’ His answer is: 
‘Where there are Christians - some famous and some unknown – who have 
gone by the values of the man from Nazareth…, and have allowed him to 
give the Church strength, it can offer a spiritual home, a place of faith, hope 
and love… And this is the basis of protest and resistance against unjust 
situations here and now, supported and strengthened by a restless longing 
for 'the wholly Other' (the eternal God).’ 
Here was a theological giant who sought to transform and challenge 
Catholic theology from within and deeply influenced the way all Christians 
around the world think and speak about God and live out their faith.  
         Noel 
 
THE WELSH COVENANT FOR VISIBLE UNITY 

The Covenant for Unity in Wales was affirmed at a service of commitment 
in Aberystwyth during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 1975 
following a long period of discussion and debate. The key paragraph of the 
Covenant was as follows: 
‘We do not yet know the form union will take. We approach our task with 
openness to the Spirit. We believe that God will guide his Church into ways of 
truth and peace, correcting, strengthening and renewing it in accordance 
with the mind of Christ. 
We therefore urge all our members to accept one another in the Holy Spirit 
as Jesus Christ accepts us, and to avail themselves of every opportunity to 
grow together through common prayer and worship in mutual 
understanding and love so that in every place they may be renewed together 
for mission. 
Accordingly, we enter now into this solemn Covenant before God and with 
one another, to work and pray in common obedience to our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in order that by the Holy Spirit we may be brought into one visible 
Church to serve together in mission to the glory of God the Father.’ 
 

• The following churches make up the Covenanted Churches: 
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The Covenanted Baptist churches, The Church in Wales, The Methodist 
Church, The Presbyterian Church of Wales, The United Reformed 
Church.  

• Over the 45 years since then there have been many attempts by the 
Commission of the Covenanted Churches (on which Pat is a URC 
representative and I’m an observer for the Union of Welsh 
Independents and its first General Secretary, 1977-90) at deepening our 
unity at both national and local level, including Local Ecumenical 
Projects (such as UCS), shared ministry and mission projects, 
publishing reports that seek to promote the Covenant and to 
encourage us to think about ways of deepening our unity and 
partnership as churches in Wales.   

• One of the recent initiatives has been on ‘Shared Ministry’ led by a 
Faith and Order Group (which I chair) to encourage the churches to 
develop patterns of shared ministry of word and sacrament across the 
denominations.  

• A recent review of its work – which we discussed at our meeting on 
May 20th – highlighted four areas that we should focus on to try to 
‘Transform’ the Covenant commitment among us: Ecumenical training 
for those in leadership at local and national level, more effective 
communication with local churches (when did you last hear anything 
about the Covenant for Unity in Wales!), sharing ministry, developing a 
more effective framework for our shared work in Wales.  

• The First Sunday after Trinity Sunday (6th June this year) is Covenant 
for Unity Sunday, when churches in Wales are invited to worship and 
celebrate together. Perhaps we can think about what we might do to 
mark this commitment later in the year, as well as in 2022.  

• The following is the closing, sending prayer at the end of The Holy 
Communion rite agreed for use by the Covenanted Churches: 
  

Lord Jesus Christ, in gratitude, in deep gratitude, for this time, this 
place, these people, this meal, we give ourselves to you. 
You have put your life in our hands; now we put our lives in your 
hands. Take us, break us, and remake us. Bless us with a hunger for 
justice and a thirst for peace. Journey with us and lead us on, 
pilgrims together on the way to your kingdom. Amen. 

Noel 
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REFLECTION FOR TRINITY SUNDAY (30 May): CREATIVE TRINITY 

Breath   
In the beginning time, I took a breath 
and on my breath supernovas and galaxies spilled 
into being, light cascaded and life began. 
I am Spirit, the inspiration. 
 
Bread  
In the sharing time, I took bread 
and among the first of my followers, I broke it 
and shared the promise of heaven with them all. 
I am Saviour, the bread of life. 
 
Chain  
In the ancient time, and among the flames 
that never consumed, I announced my desire 
of liberty for those in captivity. 
I am Creator, the freedom giver. 
 
Flame 
In the renewing time, I took a community, 
and with tongues of fire, I called them into new 
life and gave birth to the church. 
I am Spirit, the energy. 
 
Stone 
In the morning time, I took a stone and, as dawn broke,  
rolled it and walked alive into resurrected life. 
I am Saviour, the Alpha and Omega. 
 
Clock  
In all time yet to be, I take what you long to be 
and in those dreams, plant seeds of hope 
and let them grow. 
I am Creator, the hope bringer. 
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Breathing life into the cosmos, 
sharing bread with my friends, 
breaking the chains of oppression, 
lighting the fire of vibrant new life, 
bringing into being what is yet to be: I am Spirit, I am 
Saviour, I am Creator, 
we are one, enfolded in the circle of eternal love, we are Trinity. 

adapted from Spill the Beans  
PASTORAL UPDATE 

In our prayers we remember: 

• Our friend Dulcie H who had been a loyal and faithful member of 
Sketty Methodist Church all her life.  Generations of the Muxworthy 
family had attended Sketty Methodist Church and have a long history 
in the church.  Dulcie continued the tradition, bringing her children and 
grandchildren to church and sharing her faith with them.  We 
remember Dulcie’s family in our prayers. 

• We also remember John P who has died recently, and was, for many 
years, the Auditor for Sketty Methodist Church and latterly UCS.  We 
remember Maureen and all the family in our prayers. 

We are also thinking of: 

• John P who, at the time of writing, is hoping to have planned 
treatment in hospital.  We wish John well and hope he’ll make a good 
recovery. 

• Jeanette and John S as John continues to receive treatment in 
hospital. 

• Sian G as she continues her recovery at home. 

• Mike W as his treatment continues 

• And for those known to us who are who are concerned about their 

own health or the health of family and friends. 

Congratulations to Kath and Bill Ds who are celebrating their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary. 
We are thinking of Amy and Dave who are preparing for their wedding; 
and also Angharad and Chris who have recently become engaged and are 
planning their wedding for 2022. We wish them all well in their 
preparations. 

Gwen D 
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THANKS  

I would like to thank Rev. Leslie and all my friends at UCS for their caring 
messages and prayers during my brother’s illness, and for the lovely cards 
of sympathy after his death. It has been a great comfort to receive such 
loving support. It has been a very sad time for all the family and Malcolm 
will be sadly missed. 
Pam E 

 
NEWS OF FRIENDS OF BETHEL 

Tom O was an elder in Bethel and now lives in Scotland, cared for by his 
son. It’s two years since his wife, Sally, died. He contacts me regularly and 
has asked me to remember him to all his friends. 
David E also wishes to be remembered to all his friends. He is in Kolkata 
(formerly Calcutta) and is unable to have a COVID vaccination because he 
is a non-national. He’s hoping that his immunity is good because has had 
COVID mildly. He says that everyone at Shuktara is well. Of course, he is 
currently unable to return to Britain and says that life is (understandably, 
given the situation in India), very stressful at the present time. Remember 
him and the Shuktara family. 

Pat D 

Message from Jean E: Can I say a very sincere ‘thank you’ to all the friends and 
members of UCS, who have very kindly been in touch in various ways 
following my recent fall whilst in the greenhouse. Your messages and 
concerns are greatly appreciated. I am glad to say I am making good progress. 
With grateful thanks, Love Jean  

 

Message from Jeanette and John S: Thank you everyone for your cards, 
phone calls and messages received and especially for all your prayers, 
support and friendship shown to both Jeanette & myself during my illness - 
it is truly appreciated.                                                                                                                      

 
ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 

Gardeners will have been busy, or are still busy, planting vegetables, either 
using seeds or plug plants. Adella and Alan have some new raised beds in 
their garden and are growing khol rabi, lettuces, beetroot, radishes, onions 
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and rhubarb. Jean and Paul E are growing potatoes. I am sure some of you 
are growing fruit and vegetables too. 
I am growing rhubarb, spinach, lettuce and carrots. The lettuce and spinach 
which I am growing is “cut and grow again”. I will have more than enough for 
myself, so, to save it being wasted, I will be giving some to Adella for the 
asylum seekers and refugees. When it is ready for cutting, I will be inviting 
anyone from church, who would like to cut their own to bring scissors and a 
bag to harvest their own. This will not involve entering my home so it will be 
Covid safe! More details will be available in the near future. 
NO DIG method under way in the Llewelyn Street border: It was decided 

to set aside about half the Llewelyn Street grass 
border for planting shrubs in the autumn. The 
preparation for this has 
started, using the NO DIG 
method. Cardboard has 
been laid on top of the 
grass and soaked with 

water. Compost has been laid on top. The 
cardboard will eventually rot away, and, by not digging up the grass, there 
will still be plenty of nutrients in the soil for the shrubs to thrive. 
At the end of May, the lawn outside the Wesley Room was prepared and 
planted with wildflower seeds. A group of us, instructed by Sophie Lacey, of 
Good Thymes Gardening, really enjoyed ourselves, scarifying the soil, 
scattering the seeds and then stamping on them to ensure that they will 
germinate. “The sower went out to sow his seed all around….” as our Junior 
Choir loved singing, many years ago. Let’s hope all the seeds will bear 
flowers, which will delight us and passers-by during the summer. More news 
of this and some photos will be in the next magazine. In the meantime – good 
gardening to everyone, and let us know what fruit and vegetables you are 
growing. 

Janet N (ECO Church co-ordinator) 
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ECO GROUP REPORT FOR CHURCH MEETING MAY 13TH 2021 

The members of the ECO GROUP are Rev L J Noon, Adella P, Janet N, 
Sandra C, Liz R and Roger T. 
We had our first meeting on 21st April. Some of the actions that were 
decided are already noted in Janet’s report (above). The following were 
also discussed: 

• Our tree, in Singleton Park, is growing well. The leaves are coming out, 
so it should be in full leaf in time for OutDoor Church in July. If anyone 
is walking that way, we would appreciate if you could take a container 
of water with you to water the roots. Pour the water on the bark 
chippings that are around the tree trunk. 

• As our proposed link with the St. Paul’s Orchard project has not come 
to fruition, the ECO Group decided it might be worth linking with a 
local primary school to enquire whether they are interested in us 
helping them with a project to go towards gaining an Eco School 
Award. Parkland Primary School has been approached, but to date, no 
reply has been received. 

• A new series of OutDoor Church has begun. The series of three – 1st 
Sundays in May, June and July, starting at 3pm – will concentrate on 
some of the five senses. These will take place in Clyne Valley Country 
Park, Cwmdonkin Park and Singleton Park. More details will be 
available nearer the time. 

• We have started a new walking group for church members and friends. 
The first one was held on May 10th. We met at the Civic Centre and 
walked around the Marina. We ended with refreshments and were 
delighted that David K was able to join us, as it’s such a long time since 
we have seen him. 

• A new ECO CHURCH FACEBOOK PAGE has been set up for UCS. This 
will contain local, Wales, UK and world news about items relating to 
climate change, Fairtrade, various charities and other points of 
importance and interest. If you use FB, please consider signing up to 
our new page. We still have our UCS FB page and our Keep in Touch FB 
group. 

Our second meeting was held on May 12th. 
Janet N (ECO Church co-ordinator) 

 
 



16 
 

COVER TO COVER  
Our next book will be “Cover her Face” by P D James. 
We meet via Zoom at 10.00 on Thursday 3rd June. I 
look forward to seeing you all soon.  
 

Mike W  

 

VIRTUAL FLOWERS 
There are still some dates available for virtual flowers 
from August till December. They will be virtual flowers 
until such time as we are able to be back in church for 
worship. If you would like to give flowers on any of the 
following dates August 15th or 22nd, September 26th, 
October 3rd or 31st, November 7th or December 5th, 

12th, 19th or 26th please get in touch with Rosemary  
Many thanks, Rosemary 

 
REEL TO REAL 

Please note that Reel to Real will not be meeting in June. Watch out for 
news of a July meeting. 

Sandra C 
 
POSITIVE SIDE OF LIFE 

Living on Earth is expensive, 
but it does include a free trip 
around the Sun every year. 
 
How long a minute is 
depends on what side 
of the bathroom door you’re on. 
 
Birthdays are good for you: 
the more you have, 
the longer you live. 
 
Happiness comes through doors 

you didn’t even know you left open. 
 
Ever notice that the people  
who are late are often jollier 
than the people who have to wait for 
them? 
 
If Walmart is lowering prices every day 
how come nothing is free yet? 
 
You may be only one person in the 
world, but you may be the world to 
one person. 
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Some mistakes are too much fun 
to only make them once. 
 
Don’t cry because it’s over; 
smile because it happened. 
 
We could learn a lot from crayons: 
some are sharp and some are pretty, 
some are dull, some have weird 
names, and all are different colours… 
but they all exist very nicely in the 
same box. 
 

A truly happy person is one who 
can enjoy the scenery on a detour. 
 
Have an awesome day and 
know that someone 
who thinks you are great, 
has thought about you today. 
 
Working for God on earth does not 
pay much but the retirement plan is 
out of this world. 

(Sent in by Hazel M, 
 source unknown) 

 
ECUMENISM AND ME: Ivor Rees’ ecumenical journey (Part 1, Becoming 
infected) 
[This is the first in a series of articles by our retired ministers to stimulate our 

thinking about what it means to be part of a worldwide ecumenical family of 

Christians – see pages 22-23, ed.] 

 
I do not know when I was infected with the ecumenical 
bug. (This has been a life-long, so-far-incurable 

infection! ed.) I was told at my boys’ school that the girls 
in my church membership class (I was the only boy) had 
said that the class was boring and that nobody spoke 
except me – I was concerned about the danger of a 
Communist take-over in the Rhondda and that the 
churches should stand together to proclaim the Gospel.  
Annibynwyr (Welsh Congregational) minister, the Revd. 

Alban Davies, who fought tirelessly for the unemployed in the Depression, 
insisted that it was only the women who still belonged to the chapels who 
prevented that.  Treherbert had a Free Church Council, active in doing 
nothing. 
It was at university in Swansea that my concern developed.  I joined Pat 

Blake (later Vicar of Llwynderw, then a Wells Cathedral Prebendary) and 

Hugh Price (Baptist ordinand but later Lecturer in Philosophy) as the core 
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group of the Student Christian Movement (SCM). I have written before of 

the influence on me of Fr. Silyn Roberts SSF, who came to Swansea 

University to lead a Week of Prayer. More students joined us to attend 

different Swansea churches on a haphazard basis.  It was a crowded 

Evensong at St. James’, Swansea’s acting parish church, that took me into 

an Anglican building for the first time and gave me a fondness for 

Evensong.  At Pat Blake’s suggestion we decided to meet each Wednesday 

to say Evensong.  In the event I was often the only person present and 

learned the service by heart.  The message of the Edinburgh 1910 

Missionary Conference (regarded as the birthplace of the modern 

ecumenical movement – see photo) that the Church should be one for the 

sake of its mission to the world became part of my thinking.  To the slogan 

“Only the whole Church can preach the whole Gospel to the whole World” 

I added the words “to the whole Person.” 

In September 1955, I attended a SCM Conference for Welsh Ordinands at 

Coleg-y-Fro, Rhoose.  Bible Studies were led by G O Williams, later 

Archbishop of Wales; the lecturer was the Congregationalist Daniel 

Jenkins, whom I got to know later, whilst the Chaplain was another 

Anglican Franciscan, Father Bill.  One day Bill said to me, “Silyn told me all 

about you. When are you going to join us?”  That was on my mind as I 

travelled home.  As I had to change trains at Cardiff Queen Street, I had 

time to visit the SPCK bookshop, where I bought two pamphlets.  On the 

next train I read the first, the Archbishop of Canterbury’s famous sermon 

on Christian Unity.  I was entranced, saying that is what I want, so different 

from the Annibynwyr.  Then I read the second, entitled, “The Church in 

Wales, the Catholic Church and the future” by Bishop Morris of 

Monmouth, later Archbishop of Wales.  Its message was simple: the 

Church in Wales is the Catholic Church, the Roman Catholics are interlopers 

and the Nonconformists are heretics. I saw no point in moving after all… 
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PILGRIM PRAYER: THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE 
 “Prayer is at the heart of the ecumenical 
movement. Jesus prayed that we – his 
followers – may all be one. When we pray 
with and for one another, we can feel God’s 
gift of unity. Pilgrim Prayer: The Ecumenical 
Prayer Cycle, is prepared by the World 
Council of Churches and takes us through 
every region of the world over the course of 
a year. Praying for each place on earth and 
its people at least once a year, we affirm 
our solidarity with Christians all over the 

world, brothers and sisters living in diverse. In June we pray for:  
June 6-12 Angola and Mozambique 
June 13-19 Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Eswatini (formerly Swaziland)  
June 20-26 Botswana and Zimbabwe 
June 27-July 3 Malawi and Zambia 
 
Sending prayer from Botswana and Zimbabwe 
Go with the God of compassion. Go with Emmanuel, the God with us. Go with 
the Comforter, the Spirit of power and fire. Go forth to liberate creation from 
oppression. Go forth to heal and comfort God’s people. Amen.  

 
WORDS FROM WOOKIE 

Hello my hooman friends! Now that some of the restric-
tions are beginning to ease, you might be planning to go on 
holiday.  I wonder, if you could choose where to go, where 
would it be?  Do you have a favourite place with lots of 
happy memories attached, or would you like to explore 
somewhere new?  My hoomans are going on holiday in 
July, to Cornwall, but can you believe it?  I’m not allowed to 
go with them as dogs aren’t allowed in the cottage!  That’s 

OUTRAGEOUS. Anyway, I’ve decided I want to go to Newport in Pembroke-
shire.  Alan and Caro Archer recently returned from there and sent my 
hooman this photo outside a café.  I think ALL cafes ought to be like this!  
After all, it says in Psalm 107:9 “He satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry 
with good things”.  Lots of woofs, Wookie. 
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CYFOETH Y COED ABERTAWE / SWEET PICKINGS SWANSEA  

Update and Urgent Appeal for Funding 
I wrote earlier in the year, about our group Cyfoeth y Coed Abertawe / 
Sweet Pickings Swansea. As you may recall, we plan to harvest surplus tree 
fruit, mainly apples, from all over Swansea to give to food banks. We have 
partnered with Fare Share Cymru who will collect and distribute the fruit.  

We’re not just organizing to pick fruit this 
year though; instead we’re laying the 
foundation for future harvests at minimal 
cost, creating a new, seasonal, low carbon, 
food source for Swansea. We’re doing this 
by buying fruit picking equipment (picking 

poles, ladders and hard hats) which we’ll be sharing with the Tool Library 
at the Environment Centre, and setting up a database for the project using 
the free software Gleanweb that has been created to manage fruit picking 
projects like ours. Via our website, we already have almost eighty tree 
locations and many volunteers keen to pick apples.  
We’re very fortunate to have received some funding already. We’ve 
already bought some equipment, six picking poles and a fruit picking 
ladder, with a grant from Our Neighbourhood 
Approach. We’ve also received a grant from 
an anonymous benefactor in Clydach to fund 
our initial administrative costs. 
We’re now fundraising for our outstanding 
costs to set the project up through the Crowdfund Swansea scheme. At 
the time of writing we’ve funded 70% of our target, £8,568. The funding 
period ends on June 16th. Unfortunately, unless we reach our target, we 
don’t get any of the money so we’re really pushing to make up the 
difference.  The website for pledging to the Crowdfunder is here:  
https://www.spacehive.com/sweetpickingsswansea  
Please help us reach our target so we can start the annual harvest of 
Swansea’s unwanted tree fruit to become the nutritious local food they 
should be. It’s unconscionable that in a city where so many apples are 
discarded as garden waste, for many people fruit is an expensive luxury. 
You can help us reduce this inequality. 

Anna Williams 

https://www.fareshare.cymru/en/
http://gleanweb.org/
https://www.spacehive.com/sweetpickingsswansea
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THE CHRISTIAN WAY OF LIFE 
The Methodist Church has been encouraging its members to explore what it 
means to follow ‘A Methodist Way of Life’. In a Uniting Church we are aware 
that while we are rooted in the Methodist tradition as well as in the 
Reformed tradition, we belong to a global Christian family from a great 
variety of traditions. The following summary of ‘Our way of life’ is therefore 
common to all Christians around the world and not specific to Methodists!  
 
The calling of the…Church is to respond to the gospel of God’s love in 
Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship and mission. 
 
As far as we are able, with God’s help: 
 
In worship 
We will pray daily. 
We will worship with others regularly. 
We will look and listen for God in Scripture, and the world. 
 
In learning and caring 
We will care for ourselves and those around us. 
We will learn more about our faith. 
We will practise hospitality and generosity. 
 
In service 
We will help people in our communities and beyond. 
We will care for creation and all God’s gifts. 
We will challenge injustice. 
 
In evangelism 
We will speak of the love of God. 
We will live in a way that draws others to Jesus. 
We will share our faith with others. 
 
May we be a blessing within and beyond God’s Church, for the 
transformation of the world. 
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CHRISTIANS IN A GLOBAL FAMILY  

Reflections on the theme of the 11th 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
to be held in Karlsruhe, Germany in 2022: 
‘Christ’s Love Moves the World to 
Reconciliation and Unity’. 

INTRODUCTION 

The Methodist Church is inviting us to reflect on what it 

means to be Christians today and the way of life to which 

we are called, based on this affirmation: The calling of the 

church is to respond to the gospel of God’s love in Christ and 

to live out its discipleship in worship and mission.  The 

United Reformed Church is inviting us, through Walking the Way, to think 

about ‘what we, as the people of God, can become together as 

we share God’s love in the world’ (from the Stepwise webpage). 

‘Its focus is on whole-of-life discipleship. It’s all about 

celebrating and sharing existing experience and wisdom about 

what it means to empower people to be the presence of Jesus 

through their everyday lives…’ 

What the Bible says: ‘For Christ’s love compels us, because we are 
convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, 
that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who 
died for them and was raised again. So from now on we regard no one from 
a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do 
so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 
come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s 
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be 
reconciled to God.’ (2 Corinthians 5.14-20 NIV) 
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In Uniting Church Sketty, our identity as Christians is 

rooted in both Methodist and Reformed traditions, but 

we recognise also that we belong not only to our own 

church family but to a global community of faith across 

time and space. During the next few months, we will 

explore the reflections prepared by the World Council of 

Churches (WCC) in preparation for its Assembly in Karlsruhe in 2022 (see 

photo, left), the gathering of Christians from over 300 denominations 

around the world who meet every seven years or so to celebrate, reflect 

and worship, and to set the priorities for the WCC for the next period. 

These reflections will help us as we think about our own Christian identity 

and calling. With the help of our retired ministers, we will consider:  

• who are we as Christians around the world?  

• how does belonging to a worldwide Christian community shape our life 
here in our neighbourhood and city? 

• what does our calling to ‘love our neighbour as we love ourselves’ mean 
in today’s divided world? 

• are we still called to seek Christian unity, as the people of God? What 
does Christian unity mean for us? 

• how would we describe our calling to seek deeper unity within our 
church, within our community?  

• What does Christian unity mean in a country and a world where there are 
many other religions and faith communities?  
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Our building development programme was funded by the following: 

 

 


