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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 
Senior Elder: Pat D 

Senior Steward: Jan C 

 
During Lockdown, Sunday morning worship is held on Zoom at 10.30am. 

 
This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 

impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   

Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine 

via email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W. 
 

SEPTEMBER MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the September edition of the Magazine to be 
sent to the editor, Noel D by 19 August 2021 at the latest, but sooner if 

possible. Issue date: Sunday, 29 August. 
 

 

“We take our faith seriously and believe that God can speak to us through 
the study of the bible, through prayer and worshipping together. We want 
to develop our understanding so that we can grow in our discipleship and 

make a positive difference to our community and the world.” (UCS 
website) 

 
Contacting us: 

Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH 
Website: www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk 

 
NOTE: This magazine is printed on sustainably sourced paper 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 
 

Dear Friends 
I write this in the middle of June, for a magazine 
that covers the period of July and August. So in 
terms of covid restrictions and the way they affect 
us in church in the next little while, I’m obviously 
writing somewhat in the 
dark!  
However, as you know, we were able to re-open our church for worship at 
the beginning of June. This coincided with the beginning of Bible Month, 
during which we have been studying Mark’s Gospel. It seemed appropriate 
somehow, as we have looked in more depth at the first gospel to be 
written, and asked ourselves the fundamental questions about who Jesus 
is, and what his purpose was, that this dovetailed with the return to on-site 
worship. 
On-site worship. This, so I have discovered, is part of the new terminology 
that the church is using: on-site and on-line. It has quite a good ring to it I 
think! And it describes of course what we are offering – a mixture of both 
on-site and on-line as we broadcast our service from the sanctuary via 
zoom into people’s homes (and then onto our YouTube channel). Thus far 
it has gone well, and huge thanks must go to Les for the incredible amount 
of time and work he has put into this.  
Whilst we can seat up to 25 people (downstairs) in a socially distanced 
way, our numbers so far have not reached that level. Understandably 
some of you prefer what zoom offers (the ability to sing and mix in 
breakout groups afterwards) and others are still apprehensive. Please can I 
assure you that it feels very safe in church, for we have a good risk 
assessment in place which we follow. I would like to encourage you to 
think about giving on-site worship a go – to see what it is like for yourself, 
even as a one off for the time being. 
During this period of transition, I am unsure of how we will be managing 
the weekly letter and worship sheet. It would be extremely helpful to 
know what you value about this. Please do contact me or anyone in the 
Leadership Team to share your thoughts, as this will help us decide 
whether and how it is something we continue – or whether we stop 
doing this altogether. Thank you! 
Like us, churches around the country have been discovering new ways of 
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being church and of offering worship. This is good, for we are called 
always to ‘serve the present age’ (as Charles Wesley’s hymn says). But 
discovering new ways in which God is leading and speaking to us is not 
confined to worship. At Methodist Conference at the beginning of July, the 
discussion on the report ‘God in love unites us’ will take place, about 
human relating, including co-habiting and same-sex marriage. If the report 
is adopted by Conference, then all churches will be asked to decide 
whether they wish to retain the traditional view of marriage (between a 
man and a woman) or whether they will register for same-sex marriage. Of 
course, the URC has already been on this journey, with every church being 
given the opportunity to decide for themselves. Undoubtedly, like every 
church, there will be different and contradictory opinions held within our 
congregation. The test for us, and every church, is can we respect one 
another and hold together even when we disagree. This will be a test – but 
if we can then we will have something to offer a divided world. Please hold 
the Methodist Conference in your prayers (you can also find out more on-
line or watch Conference live). 
Lastly, we send our love and congratulations to our own Amy and Dave, 
who will be getting married in our church on Saturday 17th July at 11.30am. 
It is a challenge for anyone planning a wedding in these circumstances, but 
Amy and Dave have met this challenge with patience and acceptance. 
Obviously, only a limited number of invited guests can attend the service in 
church, but it would be great if we could all join them on-line, for the 
service will be broadcast on zoom.  
 
With love, 

Leslie 

 

 
 
SERVICES IN JULY AND AUGUST 

Sunday 4th July  Mr Ken Allison 
Sunday 11th July  Rev Leslie Noon 
Sunday 18th July  Rev Dr Noel Davies 
Sunday 25th July  Rev Leslie Noon 
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Midweek Holy Communion services will be held on: 
Thursday 22nd July at 10.30am Rev Leslie Noon 
Thursday 26th August at 10.30am Rev Leslie Noon 
 
Please note that you will need to book to attend all on-site services, as 
follows: 
 Sundays in July book with Pat D  
Thursday Communions book with Maggie C  
 
The preaching plan is currently being done on a month-by-month basis, so 
as yet there are no Sunday service details for August 
 

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING for July/August 2021 (prepared by Janet N) 

WEEK ONE 
We give thanks that our church has re-opened for worship, with all 
safeguards in place, and for the work of the technical team who are 
enabling our “hybrid” worship to take place. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
WEEK TWO 
We pray for the people who manage and volunteer at the local food bank 
and the Unity in Diversity clothing bank. We give thanks for all those who 
donate to these vital services in our community. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
WEEK THREE 
As spring turns into summer, we rejoice at God’s creation all around us – 
birds and butterflies, trees and flowers, fruit and vegetables, sand and sea. 
We are blessed to live in this part of the world. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
WEEK FOUR 
We pray for all those living in Derwen Fawr Road, Bryn Newydd Gardens, 
Beech Tree Lane, Rhyd y Defaid Drive, Channel View, Parklands View and 
Gabalfa Road. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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FROM THE TREASURER 

  
Since I last reported, our Charity collections have raised: 

• The Easter Offering collection (April), which is for the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund raised £1,030.00 

• The “Cakes for Climate Change” project run by Traidcraft Exchange 
raised £304.00; you may remember that this money was to be doubled 
by the Government (subject to an overall limit) so hopefully our 
donations will have a larger effect. 

• The collection for Christian Aid (May) has so far raised over £2,000 – I 
am still processing some donations, so don’t have the final figure but I 
can update this in the next magazine. 

  
I should add that all of these amounts include Gift Aid, where we have 
agreements, in place.  When we met on-site, it was possible to use the blue 
collection envelopes to Gift Aid these collections but with bank transfers 
and cheques, we can only claim Gift Aid where we have the agreements.  A 
large number of you do have Gift Aid agreements with the Church but if 
you are a UK tax payer and want to check if you have a Gift Aid agreement 
with UCS, please get in touch with me and I can check for you.  Finally, just 
a reminder that if your circumstances have changed and you no longer pay 
tax (or don’t pay enough to cover all donations which are made under Gift 
Aid), then please let us know so we can take you off the Gift Aid list. 
  
We have also received some thank you notes from the previous batch of 
donations that we made, as follows: 
  

 Dear Geoff and everyone at Uniting Church Sketty,  
My name is Ceri, I am the fundraising officer for Wales for 
Alzheimers Research UK and work very closely with the 
ladies who run our Swansea fundraising group. 
 Firstly, I wanted to confirm we have received your 
incredible donation of £705. We are so very grateful for your donation and 
wanted to thank you personally and on behalf of the whole charity for 
choosing to support us. 
 This past year has been so incredibly difficult for all of us, as you can 
imagine the charity sector has really struggled and thanks to donations like 
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this it really does make all the difference. Please pass on our thanks to 
everyone at the church who has supported in raising these funds for us. 
We are UK’s leading dementia research charity and with your support we 
can make breakthroughs possible. I believe that if there is one thing we 
can take from this last year and covid is how important research is and it 
really can change lives and the future. 
 If there is any future opportunity to work together more in the future with 
the Swansea group, I would love the opportunity to come and thank you in 
person. 
Best wishes to you all. I hope you are all safe and well. 

    

Dear Geoff and all at Uniting Church, 
Many thanks to all involved for the wonderful donation of £406.25 for 
Share Tawe, our destitution project - bringing the total you have raised in 
2020-21 to over £809. Magnificent. 

 The Share Tawe project 
relies mainly on public 
donations to meet 
expenses. We are always 
glad to hear from anyone 
who might consider taking 

an asylum seeker into their home - an extraordinary act of human kindness. 
Acts of generosity and solidarity such as the Uniting Church’s collection are 
greatly heartening, too. 
 Currently we have 6 guests: asylum seekers left destitute and homeless 
under Home Office rules, their cases deemed to have failed. They include 2 
elderly ladies. Beyond shelter and food, guests are supported in getting 
their asylum case re-opened. We know from ten years of experience 
running the scheme that most will eventually be recognised as deserving 
protection, get the right to remain and start to live a dignified, 
independent life. 
 Evictions of asylum seekers from Home Office accommodation in Wales 
were stayed during the pandemic but are expected to resume soon. 
Dozens of newly destitute, homeless asylum seekers will have to turn to 
charity for bare subsistence and any hope for the future. Your solidarity is 
invaluable. 
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Thank you so much for your generous donation of £304.00 to Traidcraft 
Exchange’s Regenerators Appeal on behalf of Uniting Church Sketty – we 
hope you are as delighted as we are that, thanks to the UK government, it 
will be doubled!  Your support means that twice as many Regenerators like 
Issa and Mwanaidi will be able to get the skills they need to fight back 
against climate change and earn a decent income in new, earth-friendly 
ways. 

 
For communities around the world, your donation will help them learn new 
skills and knowledge and change how they farm.  Regenerators like Issa 
and Mwanaidi can then increase their profits and turn their work into 
businesses – drastically increasing their incomes and allowing them to save 
collectively in case of future disasters. 
 With basic climate friendly technology and knowledge and skills about 
how to adapt to erratic weather patterns through things like growing new 
crops, investing in beehives or fisheries, communities will be able to earn 
more from the hard work that they already do.  These changes mean that 
whatever the climate crisis throws at them, they’ll be able to feed their 
families and earn a decent income. 
 Not only this, but by switching to green technology, reducing the use of 
pesticides and planting trees, they can regenerate their land – and protect 
the earth for generations to come. 
Thanks to your generosity and the UK government, your donations will 
reach twice as many communities around the world. 
 Thank you for helping to build a fairer, greener future. 

 
Because, as a charity, we have to make these payments by cheque, there is 
still a little delay in the processing and in receipt of “thank you” 
messages.  We will continue to pass these on via the magazine when they 
are received. 
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Our charity for June is Marie Curie and then July will be Wallich, with Sight 
Savers in August (see below).  If you wish to make a donation to any (or 
all) of these charities (and it is not too late for Marie Curie), please either 
let me have a cheque (payable to UCS) with a clear indication of which 
Charity (or charities) the donation is for or you can make a donation by 
bank transfer to the UCS account (in this case, please make sure that you 
reference the charity).  If the charity is not clearly indicated, I will allocate 
the donation to the one relevant to the month in which the donation is 
made. 

Geoff N 
 

PASTORAL CONCERNS (prepared by Gwen D) 

We ask you to remember in your prayers:-  

• Kath and Bill D and their family following their recent family 

bereavement. 

• Jane and Laurie H following the death of Jane’s father. 

• Julie G who is making good progress following her recent health 

problem. 

• Ceri P following her recent surgery.    

• John P who is hoping to have planned treatment in hospital in 

July.   

• Jeanette and John S who are hoping it won’t be too long before 

John is home. 

• Mary H who has broken her leg, but is making good progress. 

Please also remember all those known to us who are experiencing health 

problems and/or receiving treatment 

As Covid restrictions slowly ease, we pray that life will move safely to a 

new normal.  

Congratulations to Amy and Dave who are to be married on 17th July.  We 

send our love and best wishes and hope they will have a wonderful day. 
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CHARITIES FOR JULY AND AUGUST 

In July we will be collecting for the Wallich, a 
Welsh homeless charity. It runs rough 
sleepers’ intervention teams who provide 

hot food, advice, referrals and pathways out of homelessness. It also runs 
residential support projects and training programmes to help people into 
work. 

Our August charity will be Sightsavers, an 
international charity which works to eliminate 
avoidable blindness and promote the rights of 

people with disabilities. It works in 34 countries in the poorest parts of the 
world treating conditions such as cataracts, trachoma and river blindness. 

Susan G 

ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 

• Temporary signage has been placed in the church garden, stating that we 
are an ECO CHURCH and explaining the two garden projects which we 
have started. Consideration will be given to more permanent signage in 
the near future. 

• It has been agreed that a water butt be bought to collect rain from the 
Church roof. (So it should be very sunny for some time now! ed.) 

• The second of our monthly walks was led by Janet N. It was a “walk and 
talk” on the history of part of Old Sketty. It 
included information about the “newish” war 
memorial near the bowling green, some history 
of Bishop Gore School, St. Paul’s Church, Bethel 
Welsh and English chapels as well as Sketty 
Methodist Church plus some Sketty characters. 
We walked through Bethel Welsh cemetery 
where we saw some Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission graves as well as the grave 
of Rev Griffith John, who spent 50 years as a 
missionary in China [Note verse on his 
gravestone: ‘Jesus Christ, the same yesterday and today and forever’ ed.] 
To get back into Sketty we paid our 2d at the site of the Sketty Tollgate! 
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Look at the weekly notices and Facebook for July’s walk details. There will 
be no walk in August. 

• OutDoor Church in June was in Cwmdonkin Park. Sixteen of us 
attended, focussing on our sense of touch. The 
weather was glorious and we saw that recently 
they have planted a wildflower area and a small 
orchard. We also saw some of the wood 
carvings (see image). 

• OutDoor Church in July will 

be on 4th at 3pm. We will start at “our” tree in 

Singleton Park (see image) and then walk back 

towards the Botanical Gardens, ending at the Gorsedd 

Circle. Register with Janet N. 

 
THE FOOD WE EAT 
What breakfast causes more GHGs (Greenhouse Gases) re growth of food, 

transportation and packaging? 

• A bowl of cornflakes 

• A latte 

• Two boiled eggs 
(Answer below) 
 
Professor Sarah Bridle makes these 
points in a recent article –  

• Beef and lamb cause the most GHG emissions – the most intensively 
farmed of all our common foods 

• Chicken, eggs and fish cause the lowest emissions of animal products – 
about half the emissions of cheese, but still cause more emissions than 
most plant products 

• Eat left-overs, which saves emissions from waste food 

• Apples, oranges and pulses from abroad have more likely been 
transported to the UK by ship i.e. they are products that last a long  
time in the ship’s hold. So, although they have been transported a long 
distance, boat transport is not particularly bad for climate change 
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• Air freighted fruits and vegetables from abroad have high emissions. 
Eat frozen varieties instead. 

• Use your LOAF – in other words eat Locally grown, Organic, Animal 
friendly, Fairtrade food. 
 

(Answer to above question about your breakfast: Latte causes highest 
GHGs – because of the milk. This is because cows produce methane and 
carbon dioxide – the gases that contribute to global warming are carbon 
dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide.)  
[But it depends on how much milk you have on your cornflakes!! ed] 

 
Janet N 

 
(The above ideas/views are not necessarily my views. They come from 
academic research. Thanks to Adella for alerting us to this. Janet) 
 
WORDS FROM WOOKIE 

Hello my hooman friends.  I have a new job!  I’m part of the Faith and Life 
(that’s the new name for the Chaplaincy) wellbeing programme – doesn’t 
that sound impressive?  But really all it means is that I go on walks with 
university students.  It’s fab-U-lous!  Last week the students were from all 
over the world, and my hooman really enjoyed chatting to them.  They all 
had dogs back at home and are missing them while they are in Swansea 
University.  There were two other dogs as well, and my hooman took some 
chicken along which I had to SHARE with the other dogs.   Hurrumph!   But 
then my hooman reminded me of this verse from Hebrews 13:16 “And do 
not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 
pleased.”  I’m looking forward to more dog walks next term, and hoping 
that my hooman takes extra chicken, so that even if I have to share with 
other dogs, there will be more for me!  Is that a bad thing to hope 
for?  Lots of woofs, Wookie 
 

Wookie had to be reminded to write this piece by Emma, the 

Assistant Editor for Canine Affairs (see image - enjoying Euro 

2020!)   
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WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT SUMMER… 
Look up these verses in your Bible to see in what context they were originally written. 
Which one of them speaks most directly to you? What do they say to us today? 
 

Psalm 74:17 
You have established all the boundaries of the earth; 
You have made summer and winter. 
 
Matthew 24:32 and Mark 13:28 (see also Luke 21.30) 
“Now learn the parable from the fig tree: when its branch has already 
become tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near…” 
 
Zechariah 14:8 
And in that day living waters will flow out of Jerusalem, half of them 
toward the eastern sea and the other half toward the western sea;  
it will be in summer as well as in winter. 
 
Proverbs 30:25 
Go to the ant… Consider its ways and be wise! It stores its provisions in 
summer and gathers its food at harvest.  
 
Amos 8:1-2 
Thus, the Lord God showed me, and behold, there was a basket of summer 
fruit (Hebrew: qayitz*). He said, “What do you see, Amos?” And I said, “A 
basket of summer fruit.” Then the Lord said to me, “The end (Hebrew: 
qatz*) has come for My people Israel. I will spare them no longer.” 
 
Jeremiah 8:20 
“Harvest is past, summer is ended, 
And we are not saved.” 
 
Genesis 8:22 
“While the earth remains, 
Seedtime and harvest, 
And cold and heat, 
And summer and winter, 
And day and night 
Shall not cease.” 
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A SUMMER PRAYER:  
Creator God, under the warmth of the summer sun 
the world awakes and blossoms into every imaginable colour. 
You created a garden for us to enjoy,  
and within it planted the most magical of flowers and trees. 
You needed no horticultural training to plan your colour scheme, 
no gardening expert to recommend variety or design. 
Your garden is perfect,  
its colours harmonious, 
its scale immense,  
spoilt only by the clumsiness 
of those who tend it. 
Open our eyes, Lord, as we walk through this world, 
to feel the wind and sunshine,  
see the majesty of creation 
unfolding before our eyes. 
Help us in all this to see you. Amen. 

 © John Birch, 2016 (used by permission), see http://faithandworship. com  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

‘The Lord God showed me, and behold, 

there was a basket of summer fruit…’ For 

Amos, it was bad news but for us, it’s full of 

promise and joy! And judgement too? 

(* Note aliteration in ‘qayitz’ and ‘qatz’ above) 

 

http://faithandworship/
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WALKING WITH MICAH: METHODIST PRINCIPLES FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 

What does it mean for the Methodist Church to be a justice-seeking 
church?  We live at a time of huge change when domestic and global 
injustices are being revealed and intensified. How can our world be 
renewed so that all God’s creation, people and planet, can flourish?  

It was launched on Sunday, 13th June with a lecture 
on zoom by former Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, 
attended by 1200 people! In the face of Covid-19, the 
climate emergency and global inequality, where are 
justice and hope to be found? Gordon Brown argued 
that change is possible and that people of faith have a 

role to play. [I’ve just started reading his new book, ‘Seven ways to change 
the world’ which was the basis for his lecture ed.] 
Our Calling as Methodists means we long for God’s justice in the world. 
Around the globe and in their own local communities, Methodists are 
working for justice through responding to needs and campaigning for 
change.   
The prophet Micah reminded people that the worship God wants is for us 
to act justly, to love as God loves, and to walk humbly with God. Justice-
seeking has always been integral to our relationship with God. 
The Walking with Micah project will help the Methodist Church to focus 
on our principles and priorities for justice and through that increase our 
ability to seek God’s justice, as a Church and in our own Christian lives. 
This two-year project will involve 

• Drawing on our Methodist heritage of challenging injustice and 
learning from the insights and challenges of others within and beyond 
the Christian faith. 

• Consulting widely within the Methodist Church and listening to what 
matters to Methodist people at this time. 

• Working with others* to resource individuals, churches and leaders, to 
speak and act for justice both individually and in the name of the 
Methodist Church in Britain. 

For further information see, www.methodist.org.uk/walking-with-micah/ 

[* For us as a Uniting Church, we should note that the Methodist Church works in 

partnership with the URC, The Baptist Union of GB and the Church of Scotland 

on issues of justice, inequality and freedom in the public arena through the Joint 

Public Issues Team (JPIT). How will this work out for us in Sketty? ed.] 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/our-calling/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/walking-with-micah/
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As you may have heard, 

the UN’s Conference of 

the Parties, also known 

as COP26, will be held 

in Glasgow from 1-12 November, where world leaders will gather 

to seek and strengthen international agreements around 

collective action to reduce global carbon emissions. 

There is real hope that a new and more ambitious agreement will be 
reached during the conference; that a ‘Glasgow agreement’ may succeed 
the 2015 ‘Paris agreement’ and be more effective as more nations seem 
ready to recognise and to address their own carbon emissions. 

Peter Pay writes: The General Secretary and I were recently invited to join 
a consultation of about 35 faith leaders by Alok Shama MP, President of 
COP26. It was very encouraging to hear from speakers from a wide range 
of faiths and of Christian denominations, all taking the issue seriously. 
There was a clear recognition that climate change is a real threat and that 
action is urgent. Climate change will affect all generations and we need to 
develop a passion for action. I sensed a real desire of faith communities to 
work together and a genuine government wish to work with us. There 
were comments about the need for action not just words or promises, and 
a recognition that it is time to treat the issue seriously and urgently. Deep 
concern was also expressed for the injustice to those who suffer the 
consequences of climate change to be recognised, along with a need to 
redress the damage and loss experienced and to find ways to compensate 
victims. 
 
The URC has already led the way on disinvestment from fossil fuel 
companies and around 250 (20%) of our churches have become Eco 
churches or ‘eco congregations’ (including UCS!). It was also encouraging 
to hear that the Church of Scotland, Methodist Church and Church of 
England have committed themselves to achieve net zero carbon by 2030. I 
pray that the URC will be equally ambitious in this respect. 
 
[The G7 meeting in Cornwall and the COP26 meeting in Glasgow sound 
promising. Let us pray that they deliver on those promises. ed.] 
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ELECTION OF NEW CIRCUIT STEWARD 
Heather C writes: A Circuit Steward in the Methodist Church seeks to 
support local churches and works with the staff to give strategic 
leadership. They also provide pastoral care to the staff and their families. 
They are elected by the Circuit Meeting. We are very pleased that Laura 
Honour was elected at the Circuit Meeting to join the 3 other Methodist 
Circuit Stewards. 
 
Laura writes:  

‘I am Laura H, the youngest daughter of John and Maisie H. I was brought 
up in Wesley Memorial Methodist Church on Townhill and attended the 
joint Sketty/Townhill YPF. Some will remember the productions of Joseph 
and Anne of Green Gables with Joy Dyer. I left to attend medical school in 
Aberdeen and then married Malcolm at Sketty and moved to live and work 
in Hertfordshire for many years. Here we raised our two children, David 
and Alice, and I became an active member of the Hertford Methodist 
Church with my children. I helped with children’s holiday and weekly clubs, 
Junior Church, other events for children and young people and supported 
fundraising to start a cafe in the church. We had so much fun with 
everything from bringing in a mobile roller-skating rink, to Zacchaeus pole 
vaulting into his tree during an Olympic themed holiday club and huge 
crowds flocking in when there was a cloud burst as the Olympic torch 
went past. Not all the congregation approved of the teenagers with their 
drums and electric guitars but they did quite enjoy learning a bit of sign 
language during some worship songs. I was a regular member of the 
prayer group and sang in the choir.  

‘At work I became a Community Paediatrician, working with children with 
disabilities and was very involved in safeguarding. I was a volunteer with 
the local Toy Library and helped set up an independent, local charity which 
provides playschemes for children with disabilities and their siblings and 
support for their families. I returned to Swansea four years ago and have 
been welcomed back to Sketty. I have recently retired from work and my 
mum has passed away. I feel ready to give the role of circuit steward a try 
and trust I will receive the guidance I will need. I will need to learn a lot 
about the wider circuit and church structures, but I think the challenge will 
do me good.’ 
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A Quiz… 
For when you’re relaxing on some distant exotic beach in the hot summer sun… It was 

prepared by Jeff P, an elder in Christ Well URC, for the Manselton and district churches for 

Christian Aid Week this year. Answers in September. I was disqualified for using Google! 

Our rules are not as strict - it's the search that's important for us! 

 
Music 1 Song Titles. 
Example:    Released Song (9.6)      Unchained Melody 
1) How I want things done (2,3)  
2) Aged burger king owned land (3,8,3,1,4) 
3) Thistle (6,2,8) 
4) Miss O`Hara strips (7,7) 
5) Methuselah Trent (3,3,5) 
 
Music 2 Classical 
6) Which famous opera house is on the site of a church?  
7) How many conquests did Don Giovani make in Spain, according to 

Leparello, 103, 503, 1003 or 1503? 
8) What is the alternative name for Handel`s aria, Ombra Mai Fu; bonus point 

for the name of the opera. 
9) Where is the opera, the Pearl Fishers, set? 
10) Who was Helen Mitchell? 
 
The Bible and Cathedrals. 
11) Who recognised Jesus as the Messiah when he was presented to the 

temple as a boy? 
12) After Jesus fed the Five Thousand, how many baskets were left over? 
13) Which tribe was Paul from? 
14) How many people boarded Noah`s Ark? 
15) What is the fourth Commandment? 
16) Where would you find the tomb of King John, died 1216? 
17) In which cathedral would you find an Imp hiding on one of the beams? 
18) Which cathedral has the tallest spire in Europe? 
19) In which cathedral would you find a tablet commemorating Edith Cavell? 
20) How many cathedrals are there in Britain? 
 
General Knowledge 1 
21) Which rogue trader brought about the downfall of Baring`s Bank? 
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22) Who married Renate Blauel in Darling Point Sydney, on Valentine`s Day 
1984? 

23) Genuphobia is the fear of which part of the body? 
24) What colour do you associate with a Harrod carrier bag?  
25) Which National Park was Britain`s first in 1951? 
26) What is a FALCHION? 
27)Which was the first city in Europe to have street trams? 
28) Which item of clothing is named after its Scottish inventor? 
29) What is the collective noun for a group of ravens? 
30) Which is the world`s largest fresh water lake? 
 
Films 
31) Who played opposite Dirk Bogarde in Doctor at Sea? 
32) In the 2006 film, where is Casino Royale? 
33) Which of the “Carry On” films is based loosely on the Scarlet Pimpernel? 
34) Who was the lead actor in “Pimpernel Smith”? 
35) Which Kops were the creation of Mack Sennett? 
36) Which British suspense film director worked in Hollywood from 1939? 
37) Who played Hercule Poirot in the 2017 version of Death on the Nile? 
38) Which Hollywood child star went on to become a US ambassador? 
39) ‘Infamy, infamy, they`ve all got it infamy’: which film? 
40) Which actress has won the most Oscars and had the most nominations?  
 
General Knowledge 2 
41) What is the name of the bell rung at Lloyds of London? 
42) To whom was Churchill referring when he said “There he stalks, that 

Wuthering Height? 
43) Born Jean Chauvin in Picardy in 1509, by what name is he remembered? 
44) Which play was Lincoln watching when he was assassinated? 
45) Who was the last woman in Britain to be hanged? 
46) Which country has a flag that is not rectangular? 
47) Which newspaper, once the biggest selling English language newspaper 

in the world, ceased publication in 2011? 
48) In which American city would you find the headquarters of General 

Motors? 
49) Who ran the first sub-four-minute mile in 1954; bonus for the city where 

he ran it? 
50) Where does an arboreal creature typically live?  
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ECUMENISM AND ME: Ivor Rees’ ecumenical journey (Part 2, Struggling 
with the ecumenical disease) 
[This is the second in a series of articles by our retired ministers to stimulate our 
thinking about what it means to be part of a worldwide ecumenical family of 
Christians – see inside back cover page. Ivor wrote last month about his discovery 
and pursuit of the ecumenical vision. In this second article he recalls a long ministry 
of seeking to be faithful to this vision.] 

 
Ivor’s ministry took him to Port Talbot, Clapham, 

Ewell, Manselton and Bamford. In all of these 

pastorates he sought to deepen the partnerships 

between the churches, especially between Non-

conformist churches and Anglican and Roman 

Catholic Churches and their clergy. This was never 

easy, of course, but it was rooted in friendships, trust 

and challenge. His ministry has been an example of 

commitment and obedience to the vision of one church, proclaiming one 

Gospel for the sake of one world: for which we thank God. 

Ivor writes: How did I try to share the vision?  Hard one!  Local activities 

took priority, of course.  Taking every opportunity to open my churches to 

the World Church and to the World.  In the late ’50s, before popular 

foreign travel, I went twice to Germany with Youth Work Diploma 

students from Swansea University to a conference at Sonnenberg in the 

Harz Mountains, right on the Iron Curtain (with six or more nationalities 

and a wide age range, when war memories were still hurting); on the 

second we looked at some social work in Copenhagen.  I shared my 

experiences with my Welsh congregational church in Wern, Port Talbot 

and with the wider denomination. Our first overseas preacher was a 

Japanese pastor from Tokyo, who was staying with Swansea friends.  

There followed young people from the Christian Work Camp at Dunvant, 

then Samoan pastors on two occasions, missionaries from various places 

and a South Indian bishop and these endeavors seemed to work. 

When later when we prepared a printed order of service, it always 
contained information on another country and the churches there.  I 
followed this pattern wherever I could.  At Ewell the Metropolitan 
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Anthony of Sourozh, head of the Russian Orthodox Church in Western 
Europe (see image and below) came to preach (if you are old enough, you 
may remember Archbishop Anthony Bloom’s wonderful 
radio broadcasts).  There were national evenings like a 
Ceylon Evening at Ewell and post 1995 Korean evenings 
at Bethel and Christ Well, though not arranged by me.  
We were fortunate at Bamford to have Manchester 
University and Bolton Technical College on which to call 
to open the Project on Harvest Sunday: our ordinand 
visited Sri Lanka and then spoke; we brought in 
students from other countries or used church members’ 
links, such as a daughter and son-in-law working in an Ugandan hospital.  
On two occasions a church and I gained much from pastoral exchanges 
with the USA.  We welcomed an American intern student, based mainly at 
a small local church but I was to care for her. So she eventually lived with 
us, being allowed to do things in the chapel that the small church would 
not let her do, like chair church meetings and baptize (reserved for the 
church secretary).  Kathy took my place when I spent two months at 
Tantur (located in Jerusalem on a hill near Bethlehem).  We must share 
vision in any way we can. All this in response to Jesus’ prayer: “I ask … 
that they all may be one… so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me.” (John 17.23) 

"I met Christ as a Person at a moment when I needed him in order to live, 
and at a moment when I was not in search of him. I was found; I did not 
find him… I was a teenager then. Life had been difficult in the early years 
and now it had of a sudden become easier. All the years when life had 
been hard, I had found it natural, if not easy, to fight; but when life 
became easy and happy, I was faced quite unexpectedly with a problem: I 
could not accept aimless happiness. Hardships and suffering had to be 
overcome, there was something beyond them. Happiness seemed to be 
stale if it had no further meaning… As often happens when you are young 
and when you act with passion, bent to possess either everything or 
nothing, I decided that I would give myself a year to see whether life had a 
meaning, and if I discovered it had none, I would not live beyond the 
year..." 

Metropolitan Anthony of Sourozh (born Anthony Borisovich Bloom) 
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PILGRIM PRAYER: THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE 
“Prayer is at the heart of the ecumenical 
movement. Jesus prayed that we – his 
followers – may all be one. When we pray with 
and for one another, we can feel God’s gift of 

unity. Pilgrim Prayer: The Ecumenical 

Prayer Cycle, is prepared by the World 
Council of Churches and takes us through 
every region of the world over the course of a 

year. Praying for each place on earth and its people at least once a year, we affirm 

our solidarity with Christians all over the world, brothers and sisters living in diverse 
situations. In July and August, we pray for:  
 

July 4-10 Kenya and Tanzania 
July 11-17 South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda 
July 18-24 Eritrea and Ethiopia 
July 25-31 Djibouti and Somalia 
August 1-7 Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda 
August 8-14 Republic of Congo, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe 
August 15-21 Cameroon, Central African Republic and Equatorial Guinea 
August 22-28 Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger 
August 29 Liberia and Sierra Leone 
 
Two prayers from Christians in these countries: 
 

Barriers, walls and barbed wire mark the frontiers, O Lord. 
Help us to transform them into places where we can meet, with sincerity, 
as countries and as persons, 
so that the world will know that we are Christians 
by the love with which our actions are marked. Amen. 
 
Come, Lord, and cover me with the night. 
Spread your grace over us as you assured us you would. 
Your promises are more than all the stars in the sky; 
your mercy is deeper than the night. 
Lord, it will be cold… 
The night comes, the end comes, but Jesus comes also. 
Lord, we wait for him day and night. Amen. 
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MY ‘VISIT’ TO GENEVA 

Some readers have been asking about my 
recent visit to Geneva. Did I have to 
quarantine? If only! In this case, ‘going to 
Geneva’ involved walking upstairs to my 
study! I attended a Zoom conference on 
‘Teaching Ecumenism’ that was hosted by 
the Bossey Ecumenical Institute, near 
Geneva (see photo), and the World Council of Churches, over three days at 
the beginning of June. I attended because I used to teach ecumenism at 
Trinity College, Carmarthen and Cardiff University and, with a friend, wrote 

one of the first student textbooks on ‘World Christianity 
in the 20th Century’ (published in 2008). 
It was a worldwide event that brought together 150 
academics and others from around the world to explore 
how the present world situation affects the way that 
churches and colleges teach ecumenism and its 
challenges to local churches. We thought about COVID-
19 and its effects. We discussed the implications of 
‘Black lives matter’. We explored the effects of colonial 
history in countries around the world on the way 
churches see themselves. We reflected on the growing 

significance of other faith communities (Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu etc) on 
the life and mission of the churches around the world. We also spent a lot 
of time thinking about how the focus of 
Christianity is no longer in the North and 
West of the world (Europe and America 
etc.) but in the global South, (Africa, 
Latin America and Asia). The growth of 
Christianity in those areas has changed 
the nature of Christianity and the life of 
the churches in challenging ways.   
We can no longer fully understand the contemporary life of the church nor 
teach students and others about today’s ecumenical and mission challenges 
without being aware of these changes. It was a stimulating occasion which 
set us all on an exciting learning journey! If only I was still teaching 
ecumenism! 

Noel 
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COVER TO COVER 

Our next book will be “The Dictionary of Lost 
Words” by Pip Williams. Pat D will lead us on 
Zoom on Thursday July 1st at the usual time 
of 10.00. I will be away, so Pat will be arranging the 
Zoom meeting.  

Mike W 
 

THANK YOU: Paul E would like to thank everyone who sent him greetings 
on his recent birthday. They were much appreciated.  

 

VIRTUAL/REAL FLOWERS IN CHURCH: There are still 7 

spaces available on the flower rota between August and 

December. If you would like to give flowers one week, 

please get in touch with Rosemary. We look forward to 

a time when we can have real flowers back in church. I 

look forward to hearing from you. Thankyou. 

 

[with permission © Martin Young at 

https://www.biblecartoons.co.uk]  

Micah wrote: They will beat 

their swords into 

ploughshares and their 

spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up 

sword against nation nor 

will they train for war 

anymore. Everyone will sit 

under their own vine and 

under their own fig tree, and 

no one will make them 

afraid, for the Lord Almighty 

has spoken. Micah 4.3-4 & 

see page 16 [find the 

references in the cartoon] 

https://www.biblecartoons.co.uk/
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CHRISTIANS IN A GLOBAL FAMILY 
‘Christ’s Love Moves the World to Reconciliation and Unity’ 

“In the shadow of the experience of COVID-19, the churches 

will come together in 

Karlsruhe, Germany in 2022 for the 11th 

Assembly of the World Council of 

Churches. They will do so in response to 

God’s call, to hold a light of hope and to 

celebrate the love of God the Holy 

Trinity, a love made fully manifest in 

Jesus Christ that moves people to reconciliation and unity.”  

REFLECTION 1 

 WHO ARE WE?  

“Those who are in Christ, living out the love of Christ which is working in us, 

are called to do so in this world, to be a community that seeks to be a sign 

and a foretaste of the kingdom to come and making visible the love that fills 

our hearts. Together, immersed in love for Christ, strengthened by the Holy 

Spirit, and lifted up by God who is the source of our very being and of all 

creation, the fellowship of churches will find strength for the journey and 

hope for the future.” 

What the Bible says:  
‘Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness 
be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 
anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever 
you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into 
practice. And the God of peace will be with you. I rejoiced greatly in the 
Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were 
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concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this 
because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 
circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to 
have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I 
can do all this through him who gives me strength.’ (Philippians 4.1, 4-13, 
NIV) 

 

For reflection: If someone asked you: “What does it mean for you to be a 

Christian?” how would you answer? 

 

From an article on Ecumenism by the Revd Richard Teal, President of 
Conference 2020-21, on the President of 
Conference’s blog:   

“…I am passionately interested in the ecumenical 
movement. The unity of all Christians is 
undoubtedly the will of God. God is Trinity, that 
equal, mutual respect and intertwining 
relationship between the three persons of the Godhead, Father, Son and 
Spirit. Wesley is concerned for the unity of all Christians. He is not selective 
in his ecumenism. He is not concerned simply to draw nearer to those 
Christians for whom he feels a natural affinity, those nearest to him in 
understanding the church or theology. He is willing to work with, and learn 
from the Moravians. He extends the hand of friendship to Roman Catholics. 
He readily accepts the invitation to address the students at Philip 
Doddridge’s Academy, where students for the Dissenting Ministry were 
trained. His catholicity is impressive …Our relationships need to be far 
wider and with a particular interest in and concern for the newer forms of 
Christian church and community. Wesley would have been keen on this, I 
am sure. He would say to each and every one of us, ‘How catholic is your 
‘’Catholic Spirit’’? How universal is your ecumenical concern? Are you 
concerned for the unity of all Christian people? Our God doesn’t pick and 
choose, why should you?” 
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