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WALKING WITH MICAH: 
“What does the Lord require of you?                          

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.” 

 

Uniting together – Caring for all – 

Seeking God 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

 
Senior Elder: Pat D 

Senior Steward: Jan C 
 

Morning worship is now held at 10.30am in the church and on-line. You 
need to register to attend at the church. 

 
This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 

impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   

Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine 

via email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W. 
 

OCTOBER MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the October edition of the Magazine to be 
sent to the editor, Noel D by 17 September 2021 at the latest, but 

sooner if possible. Issue date: Sunday, 26 September. 
 

As a Uniting Church (Methodist/URC):  

“We take our faith seriously and believe that God can speak to us through 
the study of the bible, through prayer and worshipping together. We want 
to develop our understanding so that we can grow in our discipleship and 
make a positive difference to our community and the world.” (UCS 
website) 

 
Contacting us: 

Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH 
Website: www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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UPDATE ON THE HALL 

I invited Alan to update us on the progress of Project Hall. Alan has co-

ordinated this project and it has meant a great deal of time, patience and 

commitment. We are immensely grateful to him and to others who have 

worked alongside him to bring this vision to completion. May it strengthen 

and encourage us in our witness and service to our community. 

 
I was hoping that I would be able to tell you that the hall project would be 
fully complete, but I am sorry, I can’t. We are still awaiting the delivery of 
the stage and the fitting of the stage curtains and window blinds. At long 
last, after several months, the new curtain rail has been found in the 
warehouse of a delivery firm and is now waiting fitment. The hall can of 
course be used without the curtains and blinds, as it was for Amy and 
Dave’s wedding reception (see photo). Externally, the solar panels are still 
to be fitted but again that does not affect the use of the hall. 
The reasons for the delay in the supply of the materials, I am told, is the 
Covid effect and more recently people being Pinged! So please bear with 
it, as I am trying patiently to do! It will be finished, shall I say, by the next 
magazine? (So watch this space!) 
 

 
 

Alan J 
 

PASTORAL NEWS 

• Please pray for Jeanette and her family following the death of her 
husband and our friend John S; and for the family of Lena M who has 
died recently. 
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• Please also remember in your prayers Jon and Penny D, following the 
death of Jon’s mother, and Pegi and David L, following the death of 
Pegi’s brother. 

• Rena G has recently suffered a stroke; we are praying for Rena and her 
family. 

• Jean and Roy M have fallen at home; Jean is in hospital and Roy is in 
Rose Cross Care Home.  We are thinking of them both and pray they 
will soon be able to return home. 

• Mary J, Sue L and Sian G have all had surgery and we pray they will 
make a good recovery. Our love and prayers to them. 

• We also remember Ceri P and Mike W as their treatment continues. It’s 
so good to hear that Mike is responding well to treatment and we pray 
that will continue. 

• Elizabeth E has now moved to Manchester to start her new job.  We 
will miss Elizabeth and the contribution she has made to UCS, but we 
are delighted to know she has a permanent job and hope she will soon 
settle into her new job and home. 

• Congratulations to Rev’d Ivor Rees who will have celebrated a 
milestone birthday in August, and to Rosemary and John who will be 
celebrating their Golden Wedding in September.  

Gwen D 
 
 

OUR CHARITY FOR SEPTEMBER WILL BE ACTION FOR CHILDREN.   
They aim to help children across the UK grow up safe and 
happy, offering practical and emotional support to families 
in a wide range of ways. Amongst other things during the 
pandemic, they have provided technology so that children 
could keep up with schoolwork and supported young 
people with mental health issues. As you can imagine 

demand for their services has increased so your support would be 
appreciated. You can find out more about their work 
at https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/our-work-and-impact/ 

Susan G 

 
 

https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/our-work-and-impact/
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ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 

In May, some members of UCS, helped by Sophie, cleared part of the lawn of 
weeds and then scarified it. We then stamped wildflower seeds into the 
ground. Unfortunately, at that time, we had some frosty nights. In July we 
had a heatwave! This has meant, that, at the time of writing, the wildflower 
meadow has been an utter and total disaster (but it could, one day, look a 
little like this! ed.). To counteract this, 
Sophie has offered to plant some plug 
plants in the autumn, so that we will have 
some autumn colour. But there is always 
HOPE that the wildflower seeds planted this 
year will grow and flower next summer. 
The Llewelyn Street border has already 
been prepared, using the NO DIG method. NO DIG beds are pesticide and 
weedkiller free. The soil tends to be richer and full of the best micro-
organisms that help the plants to thrive. This bed has been designed to 
give UCS a sensory space in addition to pollinator friendly plants, with 
contrasting colours, heights and sizes and colour throughout the year. The 
plants will include nigella, false Cypress, salvia, rudbeckia, tufted fescue, 
daffodils and grape hyacinths. The bed will be planted within the next few 
months. 
Our water butt has been fitted. Thanks to Keith for doing this. The water 
which will be collected is far more environmentally friendly to use. 
When schools return for the Autumn Term, providing visitors are allowed 
inside the building, we are looking forward to beginning an Eco 
partnership with Parkland Primary School. They may want help and advice 
on growing vegetables or growing a wildflower area or even beginning a 
tree nursery. We will discuss with them (the nominated member of staff 
and the pupils’ Eco Group) what ideas they have and how they would like 
to implement them. 

Janet N 

PRAY FOR MADAGASCAR  

One of the ideas to which we are often asked to give careful thought is 
prayer, in many different and difficult situations. As an Eco Church we are 
asked to pray for a specific overseas environmental project. 
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The Eco Group recently discussed this, but what charity, as there are so 
many, could and should we include in our prayers? 

As many of you know, Wales and Swansea, have had 
close links with Madagascar for centuries. In 1986, the 
charity, MONEY FOR MADAGASCAR, was started by 
Barbara and Allen Prys-Williams. Barbara (who was 
brought up in Glanaman, where her father was the local GP 
and where I had my first ministry) had taught in 
Madagascar, before coming to live and teach in Swansea. 
Madagascar’s unique flora and fauna has been ravaged 
by deforestation and mining for minerals. MONEY FOR 

MADAGASCAR funds projects in ecological hot spots, including 
reforestation, food security and environmental education in more than 100 
villages. These projects are designed to protect precious 
habitats, whilst supporting the communities around them. 
Latrines, wells, schools and income generating schemes 
are also funded. 
Our prayers are needed not only for the environmental 
part of the charity but also for destitute children, vulnerable women and 
girls, young people with disabilities and families attempting to escape 
poverty. 
Another reason for considering our support for MONEY FOR 
MADAGASCAR is the “Welsh connection”. In 1818, the London Missionary 
Society sent two young men, David Jones and Thomas Bevan, from 
Neuaddlwyd, near Aberaeron, in west Wales, to Madagascar but within a 
few weeks, their wives and David Jones had died of fever. Thomas Bevan 
carried on with his ministry and is still celebrated by Christians there. In 
1821 another young Welshman from Gwynfe, near Llangadog, (David 
Griffiths) and his wife volunteered to go to Madagascar with the LMS. 
Over the past 200 years many British missionaries (or mission partners as 
we call them today) and volunteer teachers (many of them from Wales) 
have served in Madagascar. When I was a child, my mother used to tell me 
about Mrs. “Madagascar” Evans, who, with her husband, had obviously 
served in Madagascar. (She was a regular attender at Ebeneser Newydd in 
Henrietta Street, where I was minister. One of the Welsh Congregational/LMS 
missionaries to Madagascar was Miss Gwyneth Evans, who taught in 
Imerimandroso, in the North-east of the island, and who spent her final years 
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in Bloomfield in Gower Road ed.) More recently, volunteers from 
Madagascar have reciprocated by volunteering on church social projects in 
Wales e.g. in Llanfair Uniting Church in Penrhys in the Rhondda Valley. 

The Bicentenary year, 2018-19, brought 
together Malagasy and Welsh people to 
celebrate through theatre, 
dance, music and services 
of thanksgiving (see photos 
– you might recognise the 
preacher at the service of 

celebration! ed.). A hugely successful fundraising appeal, 
run by the Union of Welsh Independents (UWI) raised over £156,000 for 
projects on the island. 
The Eco Group asks you to consider supporting MONEY FOR MADAGASCAR in 
our prayers as a long-term commitment. If this is agreed by the Leadership 
Team and/or the Annual Church Meeting, we hope to invite Barbara and 
Allen to speak to us about the project. As they live in Sketty they won’t have 
far to travel! More information about this charity can be found at 
http://moneyformadagascar.org. 

Janet N 
 

PILGRIM PRAYER: THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE 
“Prayer is at the heart of the ecumenical movement. 
Jesus prayed that we – his followers – may all be 
one. When we pray with and for one another, we 
can feel God’s gift of 

unity. Pilgrim Prayer: 

The Ecumenical Prayer 

Cycle, is prepared by the 
World Council of 
Churches and takes us 

through every region of the world over the course of a 
year.  Praying for each place on earth and its people at 
least once a year, we affirm our solidarity with 
Christians all over the world, brothers and sisters living in diverse situations. 
 
 

http://moneyformadagascar.org/
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In September, we pray for: 
 
 September 5 Cape Verde, the Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal 
September 12 Benin, Ivory Coast, Togo 
September 19 Ghana, Nigeria 
September 26 Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay (in Latin America 

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES CALLS FOR PRAYERS FOR PEOPLE OF 
AFGHANISTAN 

“People who have already suffered for decades from armed conflict, 
displacement, oppression, corruption and bad governance have once 
again been cast into fear and uncertainty as a result of the dramatic 
developments over the past few days,” said Marianne Ejdersten, WCC 
director of communication, on behalf of Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca, WCC 
acting general secretary. “We pray especially for the women and girls of 
Afghanistan, that their dignity, rights and aspirations will not be denied 
again, but that they may have the access to education and to the rights 
and freedoms that they have been promised both by those in power and 
by the international community.” 
The Taliban must respect the dignity and rights of all people in the 
territories they now control, said Ejdersten. "We appeal to all relevant 
authorities - in Afghanistan and elsewhere - to ensure the safety and 
security of all Afghan people, including those who are fleeing the country 
in fear of violence, oppression and persecution.” 

 
20 YEARS AFTER THE WORLD-CHANGING TRAGEDY OF 9/11 IN 2001 

Alice Rutter has sent me this inspiring story, originally told by a flight 
attendant on Flight Delta 15: 
When the news of the 9/11 tragedy broke, aircraft flying over the USA and 
Canada were redirected to the nearest airport. Flight Delta 15 was directed 
to Gander Airport in Newfoundland – though the passengers were not told 

the real reason for the diversion at the time. In 
the event, 53 planes carrying a total of 10,400 
passengers from all over the world were 
diverted to this small airport near Lewisporte, a 
small town with only 10,200 inhabitants. When 
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the passengers learned, in due course, the real reason for the diversion, they 
were, of course, horrified and afraid.  
The Canadian Government tool charge of the situation in Lewisporte, 
allowing passengers to disembark one plane at a time. But, after a night 
spent on a plane, everything was provided in this small town.  
Lewisporte closed all schools and meeting places and converted them into 
lodging places. All high school pupils were enlisted to volunteer to help the 
guests. Bakers stayed open, food was prepared, laundry arranged, 
restaurants opened, medical and dental services made available. 
Passengers were even offered excursions to see the area, to hike in the 
forests and so develop new friendships. When the passengers returned 
onto Flight Delta 15, one of the passengers (Shirley Brooks-Jones, a retired 
administrator at The Ohio State University), asked to talk to her fellow 
passengers. Although this was not normal, on this occasion she was 
allowed to do so. She reminded everyone on board of the amazing 
hospitality they had received in Gander and said she wanted to do 
something for the town. There was discussion of the hospitality they’d 
received and soon pledge sheets — asking for donations to provide 
college scholarships for the young people of Lewisporte — were 
circulating around the plane. By the time they landed in Atlanta, $15,000 
had been committed and an anonymous donor promised to match the 
money raised. The Columbus Foundation would administer the Trust Fund. 
The Delta Corporation also donated and in the end the fund totalled over 
$2m and has been named The Lewisporte Area Flight 15 Scholarship Fund. 
As a result, 134 students have had assistance in their college and technical 
education.  
We hear so much bad news and 9/11 was a monumental tragedy, but people 
who never expected over 50 planes from all over the world to appear 
suddenly among them, were exceedingly kind and thoughtful towards 
complete strangers. As the flight attendant writes: ‘In spite of all the rotten  
things we see going on in today’s world, this story confirms that there are 
still a lot of good and godly people in the world and when things get bad, 
they will come forward’. Shirley Brooks-Jones called it “the most beautiful 
experience I have ever had in my life.” 

Summarized from Lewisporte Area Flight 15 Scholarship Fund | Cities Of 
Promise and 9/11 Delta Flight 15 | THE CONVERSATION 

 

https://citiesofpromise.com/tag/lewisporte-area-flight-15-scholarship-fund/
https://citiesofpromise.com/tag/lewisporte-area-flight-15-scholarship-fund/
http://theconversation.org/tag/911-delta-flight-15/
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YOUNG CHRISTIAN CLIMATE NETWORK RELAY FROM ST IVES TO 
GLASGOW 

In July’s URC Synod of Wales’ Newsletter there was information about 
the Young Christian Climate Network’s one-thousand-mile relay from 
the G7 summit in Cornwall (in June) to the COP26 climate summit in 

Glasgow (to be held in November). The 
aim of the relay is to put pressure on 
world leaders to take urgent action on 
climate change and on the effects it is 
having on the world’s poorest 
countries. Supported by the Church in 
Wales and Christian Aid Cymru, the 
Welsh tributary covered the one 

hundred and twenty-five miles from Swansea to Bristol.  
The walk began in St. Thomas’ Church, Swansea on 3rd July with a 
prayer breakfast attended by over forty people. Prayers were read by 
members of 1st Swansea Eastside Boys Brigade and Girls Association 
before twenty people started the relay, including fifteen of the young 
people. After twelve gruelling miles, they made it to Margam Abbey. 
Twenty-three more miles over a couple of days later, the walkers 
reached Llanfair Uniting Church in Penrhys and got to see all the work 
being done in the community. Sharing together in worship and 
refreshments was the encouragement everyone needed after a hard 
couple of days walking which included the Mynydd William Meyrick 
range. 
The route then followed the beautiful Penrhys Pilgrimage Way to 
Llandaff through Llantrisant and Creigiau, arriving at Llandaff Cathedral 
on Wednesday 7th July. 
Before leaving Cardiff the next morning, St Teilo’s Church in Wales High 
School welcomed the walkers for breakfast and thirty pupils joined 
them for the day. Arriving at Newport Cathedral, they were greeted by 
the Dean of Newport and took part in a Q&A climate session with local 
politicians, the Bishop of Monmouth and Julia Edwards, the Church in 
Wales’ Climate Champion, who shared her experience of climate change 
in the Pacific Islands region. Josh Evans from YCCN addressed the 
gathering before the St Teilo’s students put on a powerful display about 
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THANK YOU FROM “THE CRABBS”! 
 We want to say a huge thank you to our church family for all the 

messages, cards and gifts we have 
received, as well as to those who joined our 
wedding ceremony by Zoom.  It was 
overwhelming (in a good way!) to look up 
at the screen and see so many people there 
to support us and celebrate with us.  When 
we first planned our wedding, we talked 
about looking forward to having the church 

packed full of people, and the wonderful Welsh singing.  Although we 
could not do this, your presence and love were in the room with us. It was 
such a happy day (one person commented to us on leaving "you have 
grinned for your whole married life so far”).  We will treasure the 
memories. 
With love, 
Amy & Dave 
[All our readers wish Amy and Dave every blessing, happiness and joy in 
their life together ed.]  

 

the importance of God’s creation. 
Over the next few days, St Mary’s, Magor and St. Mary’s, Chepstow 
welcomed the walkers making them feel at home and facilitating 
beautiful climate-orientated services. On Sunday 11th July, they were 
waved off to cross the bridge as they brought the Welsh section of the 
Relay to an end and met the walkers from Exeter.  
In solidarity with the Young Christian Climate Network and in support of 
the call for global climate justice, Eileen Newington, Green Advocate for 
the Synod; Rob Moverley, Penrhys Pilgrimage pioneer; and Phil Wall, 
minister of St. David's Uniting Church, Pontypridd & Castle Square URC, 
joined Christian Aid and Llandaff Diocese representatives on the 
Llantrisant to Cardiff leg of the relay.  
It was a privilege to join in the 1000-mile relay to show that Christians 
are passionate about climate justice and creation care. 

From the URC Synod of Wales August Newsletter  
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COVER TO COVER 
Our next meeting will be via Zoom at 10:00 on Thursday 
September 2nd. Our book will be “The Girl with The 
Louding Voice” by Abi Daré. 
This is a 2020 coming of age novel (and the debut novel) of 
Nigerian writer Abi Daré. It tells the story of a teenage 
Nigerian girl called Adunni who becomes a maid and 
struggles with many things as she grows up, including her 

limited education, poverty and her ability to speak up for herself.  
Mike W 
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HOW SHOULD BELONGING TO A GLOBAL FAMILY AFFECT OUR WORSHIP?  
The following is the third in a series of reflections by our retired ministers – 
this time by John Atkinson – on the theme of ‘Belonging to a global family’. 

The experience of the last year has probably made us think 
about what is important for us in worship. For some of us it 
may well be congregational singing that we miss. For some it 
may be simply meeting with our friends in the church building. 
It was notable to me that the focus for Roman Catholics was 
the need to celebrate the Mass. For some the innovation of 

Zoom or YouTube services available at home is an absolute bonus. 
How we worship is so much a reflection of our upbringing and the church(es) 
to which we may have belonged. My background is Methodist from the ex-
Primitive Methodist end of the spectrum. I remember protesting at school 
(aged 10) at having to sing ‘Come Holy Ghost our souls inspire’ because it was 
based on plainsong and therefore ‘Catholic’ – little bigot that I was! What a 
long way we have come.   
I feel hugely privileged to have had the 
opportunity to work and worship in an 
international context in Berlin (see photo of 
‘The Church of the Resurrection 
[Auferstehungskirche]’, Berlin, where John 
was minister ed). This is not only about 
learning from a different part of the 
Methodist tradition but also from sharing in 
the ecumenical committee of international 
congregations through which we not only got to know but also to worship 
with colleagues of differing nationalities and traditions, from Orthodox to 
independent evangelical. Memorable were an Assyrian Orthodox service and 
the induction service for the new Archimandrite for the Armenian community 
in North Germany. The latter was notable for being tri-lingual, very cold, and 
for Lynda, discovering she was allergic to incense! I remember the Peace being 
shared by ‘air kissing’ to both sides of the faces of neighbours. 
My first ecumenical contribution was to lead a ‘Klagegebet’ at a joint service. I 
presumed it was a prayer of confession but discovered only later that it means 
‘Prayer of Complaint’. This derives from the Psalmist’s cry ‘How long, Lord? 
How long?’ It has no equivalent in our tradition at all but was especially 
important to Christians during the persecution of the Communist era. Perhaps 
our recent ‘time of trial’ would have been eased by some prayers of complaint. 

https://www.linguee.com/german-english/translation/Auferstehung.html
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Trivial things make an impression. German Methodists generally sit down to 
sing and stand to pray. They also sit in silence while the organist plays 
immediately before and after worship recognising the music 
as part of the service. But then, possibly because it was an 
imported medium, they would stand to sing worship 
choruses. As an international congregation we also made 
links with the church in other countries. A consequent 
sabbatical visit to the USA led to the discovery of the 
liturgical music of Marty Haugen (the author of the hymn, 
‘Let us build a house where love can dwell/and all can safely live’ and other 
hymns in Singing the Faith ed.).  
Language is important, often in subtle ways. I discovered that the Luther 
translation of the Bible had no reference to the Upper Room, only a furnished 
room. So the concept of the Upper Room, familiar to us, doesn’t exist in 
German at all. 
In exchange for what we brought back from our Berlin experience we have 
left an annual Carol Service which has apparently become part of the ex-
patriot community’s Christmas tradition. 
I have only scratched the surface of this subject. What is clear to me is that 
whilst the comfort of familiarity is important for us all, we need to be open to 
the enrichment which comes to us from other traditions. Does this say 
something to us at UCS? It is too much to hope that we can satisfy everyone all 
the time; what appeals to one doesn’t to another but if we are not prepared 
to embrace the unfamiliar, we are not really on a journey. We are creating our 
own kind of lockdown. 
The important thing is not only to experience different worship practices but 
also to learn what lies behind them in culture and tradition. Perhaps then our 
prayers for the Church in the World will have new meaning. 

John A 
 

 
 

View of the glorious Reformed Dom 

(Cathedral) in Berlin where I 

attended an ecumenical service to 

celebrate Martin Luther in 2017 (ed.) 
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CHRISTIANS IN A GLOBAL FAMILY 
‘Christ’s Love Moves the World to Reconciliation and Unity’ 

REFLECTION 2 

 WHAT MOVES THE CHURCH? 

“The theme set for the 2022 Assembly in Karlsruhe reminds us that the 

church, as the body of Christ, is moved by Christ himself – whose love for the 

world, which was the very love of God, was so deep that he gave himself up 

even to death for its sake… We will discover together how love …may be a 

participation in the love of God revealed in Christ: love that is redemptive, 

self-denying, and sacrificial, as well as practical and active in bringing change 

for the good…This “foremost attitude of God” is made flesh in Jesus Christ: 

in the compassion he lived in his earthly ministry; in the mystery of his 

incarnation; in his suffering, dying, and being raised again to new life; and in 

the promise of the future renewal of all creation. And this love, the love with 

which he loved and the love he makes possible in us, is the gift of God to the 

church and to the world. It is this love which inspires, moves, and creates all 

that is possible in the life of the church as it becomes a sign of God’s love for 

the world. The theme of the assembly does not explicitly mention the 

church and leaves open just how the love of Christ might be made manifest 

so that the world might be moved. The church may need to have a certain 

modesty, since not all its people and in every way always make visible the 

profundity of the love of God. But the church may rejoice that, in God’s 

design, it is a new creation, sign, and servant of the mission of God to the 

world, and this mission is rooted always in love, expressed and founded in 

the faith proclaimed by the apostles.” 

What the Bible says:  
‘Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true 
and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. For by the 
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grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more 
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 
accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. For just as 
each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others… Love must be sincere. Hate what 
is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one 
another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 
fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.’ 
(Romans 12.1-13 NIV) 

 

For reflection: How does believing that the church is moved by the love 

of Christ help you as you think about what our church should be 

and do? 

 

 

 

 

 Our building development programme was funded by the following: 

          

Project Hall, as a resource for our mission, was funded from the sale of the Bethel building 


