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WALKING WITH MICAH: 
“What does the Lord require of you?                          

To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.” 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C 

Morning worship is now held at 10.30am in the church and on-line. You 
need to register to attend at the church. 

 
This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 

impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick 
for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   

Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine 

via email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W. 
 

NOVEMBER MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the November edition of the Magazine to be 
sent to the editor, Noel D 15th October 2021 at the latest, but sooner 

if possible. Issue date: Sunday, 31 October. 
 

As a Uniting Church (Methodist/URC): “We take our faith seriously and 
believe that God can speak to us through the study of the bible, through 

prayer and worshipping together. We want to develop our understanding 
so that we can grow in our discipleship and make a positive difference to 

our community and the world.” (UCS website) 

Contacting us: 
Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH 

Website: www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk  
 

Printed by Instantprint on eco-friendly, certified 
sustainably sourced paper 
 

 

 

 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 
 

Dear Friends 
The autumn is one of my favourite times of year.  It 
feels somehow as if nature is beginning to take a rest.  
After the growing season and the fruiting season, our 
gardens and the natural world around us are going quiet.  Soon leaves will 
begin to change colour and fall to the ground, to be taken into the 
darkness of the earth. 
 
This year I feel like I need some of that quietness!  Instead, the coming 
weeks and months seem to be crammed with important decisions that 
need to be made, difficult decisions, some of which require attention to 
detail, some of which require deep wisdom, some of which require trust – 
and all of which require listening to each other and listening to God. 
• Re-opening the building for groups.  What are the principles that 

should guide us in making our risk assessments?  Every group will need 
to undertake a risk assessment, every group will need to consult its 
members, but they will need guidance.  What is safe?  What is 
sensible?  What is kind?  How do we balance the risk of covid and other 
infections against the risk of loneliness and isolation? 

• Mission and outreach to our community.  What can we do to increase 
or add to our clothing bank?  What additional hospitality can we offer 
to asylum seekers?  What other needs are there in our community?  
Fortunately, Adella will be helping us think through some of these 
challenges. 

• Registering our building for same-sex marriage.  This conversation 
and the decision we make will undoubtedly stir up different emotions – 
some of us will feel strongly against and some of us will feel strongly 
for and some of us will sit somewhere in the middle.  How do we have 
this conversation and make this decision such that we continue on our 
journey together?  How do we live with contradictory opinions?  How 
do we live with reconciling love?  Above all, how can we ensure that 
our theology is kind? 

• Stationing.  As the Methodist Stationing Matching process unfolds in 
October and November, this year we are all affected.  In this regard we 
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have fewer decisions to make – for it is a ‘matching’ process – both for 
the church and for the minister.  But this match will have an impact on 
the years ahead and requires that we trust that God will be found in 
both the process and the outcome. 

A myriad of decisions to be made at a time when so many are perhaps 
exhausted at the toll that the lockdown has had on us all, in so many 
different ways.  But throughout the coming months, let us hold on to the 
words of hymn 67 in our hymnbook, written by Joseph  
Hart (1712-1767): 
 
This, this is the God we adore, 
Our faithful, unchangeable friend, 
Whose love is as great as His power, 
And knows neither measure nor end. 
 
’Tis Jesus, the first and the last, 
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe Home; 
We’ll praise Him for all that is past, 
And trust Him for all that’s to come. 
 
With love   

Leslie 
 
 
RE-OPENING THE BUILDING – UPDATE 

The small group responsible for looking at this has met once and is 
planning to meet again.  We are looking at the principles of groups re-
opening and also specific and generic risk assessments.  This is a legal 
requirement as is the requirement to take reasonable measures to reduce 
the risks.  This is made more complex by the fact that covid rates in 
Swansea are currently increasing fast.  Please bear with us as we 
undertake the preparatory work that must be done. 
 
WORSHIP IN OCTOBER (ONSITE AND ONLINE) 

In October we will celebrate Harvest, although perhaps a little differently 
from usual.  We will not be decorating our church in the way that we do 
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usually and so our service might have a different kind of feel.  But that’s 
not necessarily a ‘bad thing’!  And for the first time in many years or 
perhaps ever, our harvest festival will also be a 
communion service.  I hope that those of you who are 
worshipping with us online will therefore bring to 
that service something from your own resources 
which will allow you to share in this sacrament. 
Sunday 3rd October Rev Noel Davies 
Sunday 10th October Rev Leslie Noon (Harvest and communion) 
Sunday 17th October Mrs Caroline Buckler 
Sunday 24th October Rev Leslie Noon (Climate Change Sunday) 
Thursday 28th October Rev Linda Woollacott (Midweek communion) 
Sunday 31st October Mrs Adella Pritchard (Mission in the community)   
 
HYBRID CHURCH 
For those who have been coming to church onsite over recent weeks, it 
has been in many ways like coming home!  Of course, it’s not the same, but 
there is something significant about being in a place of prayer and 
worshipping with others (even if the numbers there are much lower and 
we have to sit apart from each other).  But still about two-thirds of our 
congregation are worshipping on zoom (although we have room for more 
in church, so do think about booking in).  For those on zoom I have no 
doubt that you appreciate the huge amount of technical work that goes on 
each week behind the scenes, led by Les.  It is Les who has sourced the PTZ 
camera (doesn’t that sound technical – but it stands for Pan, Tilt, Zoom) – 
and what a difference that makes.  As you will have seen it can pan around 
the church, tilt to different angles and zoom in on different places.  Thanks 
to Lynne who has been our camera woman!  It is fixed on the front of the 
balcony, where the clock used to be.  The cost of the camera was donated 
by a church member (and we are very grateful) but recently we had to buy 
a new laptop to cope with all the new technology.  I applied for a grant 
from the Methodist Wales Synod, and I am delighted and thankful that 
they have given us the full amount of £500. 
Whilst we hope that gradually numbers onsite will go up, we have every 
intention of live streaming our services on a permanent basis.  It’s not 
something we would have ever thought of before Covid, but it certainly 
allows for more people to join our worship than would otherwise have 
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been the case.  And we would not be in the position we are to do this, 
were it not for our tech team – thank you to Les, Jeff, Geoff and Amy.  
Lastly, we could really do with some addition to our tech team, so if you 
are reasonably computer literate and would like to know more about 
what’s involved, please get in touch with Les. 
 

HOW THE CHURCH IS ORGANISED 

 
LEADERSHIP TEAM 
The team comprises all Stewards and serving Elders (photos are still up on 
the wall in the corridor to the Wesley room).  Their role is to help and 
support the minister to lead the church and manage its day to day running. 
It does NOT make decisions on major issues. These are referred to the 
Church Meeting. There are 7 Stewards and 4 Elders currently. 
From within the team, a Senior Elder and Senior Steward/s are chosen to 
be a first port of call when a quick decision needs to be made. This is 
usually of a practical nature because it is not always possible within time 
constraints to call a full Leadership Team meeting (e.g. who can help with 
arrangements for a funeral, suggestions for agenda items for the next 
meeting). However, all members of the Leadership Team can put items on 
the agenda and ALL Church Members can request that an item be 
discussed. Currently Jan C and Alan J share the role of Senior Steward and 
Pat D is Senior Elder. 
 
CHURCH MEETING 
This is the meeting which all Church Members should attend, if possible, as 
all the important issues relating to the life of the church are referred to 
Church Meeting for discussion and decision. There will always be a 
financial report as well as items such as the forming of a Clothes Bank for 
refugees; previously, the updating of the Hall etc. It is important that 
Church Members come to these meetings ready to listen and share their 
views. If a vote needs to be taken, only Church Members may vote, 
although anyone who attends the church may be present and contribute 
to the discussion. If a vote needs to be taken, only those present at the 
meeting may vote. Decisions made by the Church Meeting will be referred 
to the Trustees for ratification (or for further discussion). 
 

http://etc.it/
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TRUSTEES 
The Trustees are the legally responsible body of the church. All members 
of the Leadership Team are members together with those who hold 
another office in the church e.g. Pastoral Coordinator, editor of the Church 
Magazine, a representative of the Events Committee, plus other members 
who are elected by the Church Meeting. 
There are other groups within the Church. For example, Pastoral Team, 
Mission and Outreach Team, Finance and Property Team, an Eco-Group, 
which meet regularly and may refer matters to the Church Meeting as 
necessary. 
 
If anyone would like more details of how all this works together, contact 
Leslie who can send you the ‘Nuts and Bolts’ document. 

Pat D 
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING 

The Stewards and Elders who make up the Leadership Team recently met 
in person for the first time in over 18 months (we had been meeting on 
Zoom).  This was therefore Janet N first in-person meeting, and of course 
we missed Elizabeth now that she has moved to Manchester.  Heather C, 
Circuit Steward, was invited to update the meeting on the Stationing 
Process; we discussed how the Senior Steward and Elder form the Senior 
Leadership Team and how that works; that a ‘pack’ of certain documents 
would be helpful for new members of the Leadership Team; we talked 
about the re-opening of the building to groups, had an update from the 
Eco Group and agreed in principle to the holding of a Green Fair next 
Autumn.  We discussed the best way of holding the meeting about 
registering for same-sex marriage and we talked briefly about harvest. 
 

OUR CHARITY FOR OCTOBER is Macmillan Cancer 
Support. This well-known charity offers cancer 
sufferers information, advice and financial help 
with extra costs such as travel, where this is a problem.  It also 
provides support groups and specialist Macmillan nurses. There is a huge 
demand for their services. 

Susan G 
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WESLEY CLUB NEWS 

Throughout this year Wesley Club has continued to have virtual 
monthly meetings. These have, of course, been very 
limiting but at least they have allowed us to keep in 
touch with one another and learn how everyone is 
doing their best to care for one another. 
In July we were able to revive our tradition of 
actually sharing something scrumptious before 

breaking for the summer. This year we celebrated with an afternoon 
tea at Norton House. I know everyone 
appreciated being together to chat in real 
time, not to mention the eating! 
Following our summer break, we are back to 
our virtual meetings. However, we are seeking 
members’ views on whether they would like to return to ‘real’ 
meetings and looking at our plans for the future. 
Our AGM is well overdue, and we need to consider changes of 

responsibilities and most definitely a change of 
chair, as, for a variety of reasons, I will not be 
standing for re-election! 
So hopefully we have an exciting time ahead; one in 
which we will continue to share and care, smile and 
greet and generally appreciate one another and all 
we individually bring to our club.   

                                   Jan C 
 

A HEAVY-HEARTED GOODBYE 

You might have noticed our absence on a Sunday morning during 
September. The sad reason is that we can no longer endorse the direction 
of travel of the Methodist Church in Britain. It was, in particular, the 
resolutions and decisions made at this year's annual conference which 
created a tipping point for us. Sometimes it feels as if we are reading a 
different Bible to the one that is being followed by the Methodist Church 
today. 
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The Church in which we grew up, virtually from the cradle, and into which I 
was ordained, is no longer the Church in which we find ourselves today. As 
a presbyter in the Methodist Church, I have a representative role, but I no 
longer feel able to represent the church which I have always loved and in 
which I have been serving for over 50 years (including the years in 
Germany). Grace and I have always regarded it as our spiritual home and 
our mother church, but now we feel alienated by her, no longer welcome, 
only tolerated with the concession of a conscience clause. We never 
thought we would leave that church, but now, sadly, we have to 
acknowledge that our mother church has left us, and the only way we can 
acknowledge that, is by resigning as a presbyter and preacher (in my case) 
and relinquishing our membership of the Methodist Church. This is the only 
honest thing for us to do. 
In the months before the annual conference and ever since then, hardly a 
day has gone by when the spiritual direction of “our” church has not been 
the subject of distressing conversation between Grace and myself. We are 
heartbroken about the step we have now had to take. 
Please don't feel that we are blaming you in Uniting Church Sketty; we 
don't blame anyone. We simply have to realize that there doesn't seem to 
be a place for us nor a sense of belonging in the Methodist Church as a 
whole, as it has mutated into a church we can no longer recognise. 
We hope that the relationship between you and us will be undiminished 
and as cordial as ever and we thank you all for the welcome you have given 
us and the warmth with which you received us when we moved here. The 
fellowship you have offered us has enriched our lives, and we value the 
few years we have had in your midst. Our next task, however, is to find a  
new spiritual home, a church in which we are fully accepted with the faith 
we profess and in which a conscience clause is no longer necessary. 
May God guide and bless you. 
With our love, 
Frieder and Grace K 
 
Response to Frieder’s letter 
It is with a deep sense of sadness that we receive this news from Frieder 
and Grace.  It is heart-breaking that they feel they have no other choice.  
The Methodist Church has always recognised that there are different ways 
of understanding the Bible, and the conversations that have taken place 
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on human sexuality over the last few years have recognised this.  The 
decisions made at Methodist Conference arising from the God in Love 
Unites Us report, are clear that the Methodist Church now recognises two 
different understandings of marriage:  that it is between a man and a 
woman / that it is between two people.  I acknowledge that there are 
strongly held views on all sides of this debate, but just as Frieder and Grace 
have communicated their decision with such grace, I pray that we equally 
will act and talk with similar grace.  Frieder and Grace – thank you for all 
you have brought to our church life.  You go with our love and our 
blessing, and we pray that God will guide you and that God will guide us on 
our journey of faith. 

Leslie 
PASTORAL NEWS (from Gwen Dumelow) 

• Congratulations to Emily and Nathan following the birth of their 
daughter.  We send them our love and best wishes.  

• Congratulations also to Sandra and Bob on the birth of their Grandson 
Barnaby to Stuart and Sian.  

• We give thanks for the many years of service Alice has given as a Local 
Preacher and her continuing contribution to the life and learning of our 
church, through worship, study and discussion. 

• Congratulations to Eileen P who will celebrate a milestone birthday in 
October.  We hope Eileen will be able to celebrate with her family and 
friends. 

• Gwyneth B is currently in Sketty House Nursing Home and Roy M has 
moved into Pen-y-Bryn Nursing Home.  We wish them well as they 
settle into their respective homes. 

• Several members of our church family are, or have been, in hospital, 
are recovering at home or receiving ongoing treatment; we send them 
our love and remember them in our prayers. 

   

 

HARVEST – CELEBRATING AND SHARING 
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CHANGE OF CHURCH TREASURER 

As Geoff N noted in his September 
Magazine item, he stood down as 
Treasurer from the 31st August 2021 
and Jon D has now taken over 
the role (Could this mean that Geoff 
will have more time to go ‘to the 
trains’?) Geoff didn't mention, 
however, that he will remain as 
Assistant Treasurer and will continue 
to work alongside Jon to help him 
learn the ropes.  As Jon says, “Geoff 
has been an excellent, hard-working 
and conscientious Treasurer during 
the last 7 years and is going to be a 
hard act to follow. I hope that you will  
all be patient with me – as Geoff has 

been – while I settle in.” (I can assure you, Jon, that we will be! ed) 
 
 
 
I invited Jon to provide us with a brief personal introduction: 
“I am 67 years old (just!). Married to Penny. Our interests include 
gardening, small DIY, UK holidays (when able) and reading (mostly Penny). 
I am a Liaison Officer for Pettifor Trust as a Volunteer and I provide 
support and guidance to Forget me Not from time to time. Until Lockdown 
I was a Business Mentor for Business Wales and was involved in the 
delivery of a training programme for Students at the Bay Campus who 
were to apply for Internships within Businesses. The Editor also suggested 
that I include a photo, which I have done, although it’s a few (and possibly 
a few more) years old” (You haven’t changed at all! ed) 
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And just when we thought we weren’t going to hear from him again, 

here are three thank-you letters that Geoff has passed on to us:  
 

ALL WE CAN: Thank you for your generous gift of £300 which you sent to All 
We Can (the Methodist relief and development agency) on behalf of Uniting 
Church Sketty LEP.  We are so grateful to have received your donation and 
thanks to your generosity, All We Can’s local partner, HEFO, will be able to 
support women like Obbie to take their next steps towards overcoming the 
challenges of Covid-19, climate change and poverty.  Thank You! 
Obbie lives in a small village in rural Nkayi - a dry, arid part of Zimbabwe.  The 
region is prone to erratic rainfall and climate change is making drought an 
increasing threat.  The lack of rainfall makes it difficult to grow most crop 
varieties and it can be extremely difficult for families to grow enough to eat.  
Obbie, alongside 35 other women from her community, has planted a garden 
to grow vegetables that they can then sell to help pay for their children’s 
school fees.  All We Can’s local partner in the region, HEFO, has helped to 
strengthen the work of these women by building a solar-powered borehole 
pump and taps so the project could become what it is today:  something that 
belongs to the whole community. 
 “We are happy with the work we have done in this garden”, says Obbie, “we 
are able to sell tomatoes and green vegetables because of the borehole 
which feeds our garden.  We used to have just one manual pump, and 
everybody would line up to fill a bucket and then water the garden, but now 
we have three taps, and we are able to water the garden from multiple 
points.  Our hope is to teach our children to learn how to keep this garden 
going.” 
Because of your generous support, All We Can’s vital work continues – we 
remain committed to the vulnerable communities we serve as well as to you 
and Uniting Church Sketty LEP. 

 

MARIE CURIE: Thank you for the recent support the church has offered in aid 
of Marie Curie, raising a fantastic total of £760.  This will make a tremendous 
difference to those needing end of life care and support within local 
communities. Our services have been needed more than ever during the last 
18 months. 
Marie Curie is the UK’s leading charity for people with a terminal illness and 
their families.  We are best known for providing hands-on nursing care day 
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and night in people’s homes and expert, round-the-clock care in our nine 
hospices, but we support communities in many other ways.  Our helper 
service offers people regular support at home from a trained volunteer and 
we deliver a range of information and support services, including a 
confidential Support Line.  We also fund vital research into improving the 
care that people receive at the end of life and campaign to ensure that 
everyone gets the care and support they need, wherever they live. 
Thank you for continuing to support our cause, it is very much appreciated 
and makes the world of difference. 

 

SAVE THE CHILDREN: “When I finish my studies and graduate, I want to 
become the President of the Republic of South Sudan” – these are the words 
of Peter (a 14 year old from South Sudan). 
Thank you to everyone at Uniting Church Sketty for raising £100 through your 
fundraising (this was an extra amount that was received during the year after 
our collection back in December had been sent off. GN) 
 Your fundraising will help children like Peter become who he wants to be.  
Peter wanted to tell you his story, but we can’t show his face or reveal his 
real name to protect his identity.  Just a year ago, Peter was living as a child 
soldier with an armed group in South Sudan. 
It was Peter’s belief in education that gave him the strength to escape - he 
fled to Uganda in the hope of going back to school.  Our case workers 
provided psycho-social support, so he felt able to return to school and 
benefit from the education he dreamed of.  This was possible thanks to 
supporters like you. 
By joining Team Save (Save the Children), you’ve helped children in the UK 
and around the world stay safe, healthy and keep learning, so they can reach 
their full potential.  Thank you. 
NB Gaynor B has now received information about Save the Children 
Christmas Cards. She will be advertising them soon on her website. 

 

REFLECTION FROM ADELLA 

‘Listen’ is the word that opens the Benedictine Rule and sets the tone for 
everything that follows it.  Listening seems such an ordinary thing. It’s one 
of those things we take for granted, we tend to think of it as being as 
natural and effortless as breathing. St Benedict calls us to pause, look 
beyond that understanding, inviting us to find a new way of listening. The 
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listening he calls us to is both action and stillness. It requires that we find 
space to be silent and to stand still. Yet, it is also a call to action, 
consciously and actively to give our whole attention to whatever we are 
engaged in. It’s not only a call to listen with the ear of our hearts in prayer, 
though that is essential. It’s a call to bring that attitude of attentive 
listening to every situation, every encounter, every activity, every 
conversation. It’s a practice that takes a lifetime to learn and develop. It 
involves listening attentively both to what goes on within us and to what is 
going on around us. It requires that we open our hearts to the possibility 
of discovering God’s presence in every circumstance. 
At the Mission, Outreach and Events Committee meeting in mid-
September, the members agreed to my becoming the new facilitator of 
this group, enabling Leslie to attend and feed in her helpful thoughts 
about mission as we once again find ourselves in another period of 
transition, in the way we live our lives with Covid. 
All the members of this group have a wealth of knowledge and experience 
between them and at our next meeting we are going to take some time to 
reflect on the words ‘Mission’, ‘Outreach’ and ‘Events’.  Each scenario has 
its own purpose, and the scenarios overlap with one another. 
I have shared the reflection from St Benedict as I think the foundation to 
the work of the committee is to ‘listen’:  to listen to one another in the 
group; to listen to other members of the church; to listen to members of 
the groups that use the building; to listen to members of the community 
and most importantly to listen to God, to discern God’s direction for the 
work of the committee. 
If you have any thoughts that you would like to share with me about 
mission, outreach or church events then please get in touch – Adella 
OUR TWO NONAGENERIAN PREACHERS 

Alice R and Ivor R are both in their 90s and 
both have preached for over 70 years.  
That’s an amazing feat, and we celebrate 
their place in our congregation and in the 
wider church that they have served.  Alice a 
Methodist, retired teacher and mission 
partner in Zimbabwe; Ivor a United 
Reformed Church Minister serving for 40 

years in five different pastorates.  They have both recently preached their 
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final sermon:  Ivor in Sketty on 22nd August and Alice in Clydach on 12th 
September.  We give thanks for their committed service to the church, to 
their faithfulness to God and for all they bring to us in Uniting Church 
Sketty.  Well-done, Ivor and Alice – we are proud of you. 

Leslie 
 

PRAY FOR MADAGASCAR 

 
The Leadership Team has agreed that we pray for 
Madagascar regularly, as part of our commitment as 
an Eco Church. 
Before you can pray for a country which you 
probably haven’t visited, it may be a good idea to 
learn more about that country. 
Madagascar is an island, a unique island, off the east 
coast of Africa. It is the 47th largest country in the 
world. Its motto is “Love, Fatherland, Progress”. Its 

official languages are Malagasy and French. 
85% of the people describe themselves as Christians, with small percent-
ages who do not have any religion, or belong to traditional faith groups or 
Islam. 
Its population in 2021 (estimate) is 28,427,328. The population of Wales in 
2021 is 3,170,000. The population of the UK is 68, 302, 217. Madagascar’s 
GDP in 2020 was $42 billion. The UK’s GDP in 2020 was $2800 trillion i.e. 
6667 times higher than Madagascar, which has approximately just over a 
third of the UK’s population (from https://www.worldeconomics.com/) 

The reason we have chosen to pray regularly 
for Madagascar, is not only because it has had 
close links with Wales for centuries, but 
because of environmental issues and many 
other problems it faces. This month we think 
about the effects of de-forestation. 
As the population has grown, de-forestation 
has accelerated. Trees have been cut down for land for cattle, to supply 
charcoal for cooking and to plant coffee shrubs. 
Madagascar scores 4.63/10 on the Forest Landscape Index and is index 
ranked globally as 119/172 countries in the world.  

https://www.worldeconomics.com/
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40% of its forests were lost between the 1950s 
and 2000. There has also been illicit harvesting 
of protected forests and state sanctioned 
harvesting of precious woods.  
There is a charity – MONEY FOR MADAGASCAR. 
You may wish to read more about Madagascar. 
If so, visit www.moneyformadagascar.org. 

 
We pray for Madagascar as 
“In the rainforests of the earth you reveal the diversity of your creation. 
Help us, in wonder, to care for forests and in so doing to protect and 
strengthen the lungs of the earth. We pray for Madagascar, where de-
forestation has caused so many problems. Bless native forest dwellers and 
help us, with them, to learn the lesson of our shared belonging and 
interdependence. Amen.” 

Janet N 
 
OUTDOORCHURCH 

We re-started OutDoor Church in September, in Singleton Park, with the 
overall theme of Creationtide, which will be continued in October. It was 
good to meet again and, especially, to welcome those who had joined us 
for the first time. 
In September we explored the Jewish harvest festival of Sukkot. The other 
names for this festival include The Festival of Booths, The Feast of 
Tabernacles or Shelters. Why these titles? 
The story of the origins of this festival comes from the story in our Old 
Testament of the time when the Israelites left slavery in Egypt and 
wandered for 40 years in the wilderness. Every night they had to make 
temporary shelters in which to sleep. The shelters were made from plant 
material, originally, but today, in different parts of the world, they come in 
all shapes and sizes and are made from a variety of materials. As this is an 
autumn festival in the UK, it is usually not the ideal weather in which to 
sleep and eat, so allowances have to be made. But Ultra-Orthodox Jews 
will try to eat and sleep in their sukka. 

http://www.moneyformadagascar.org/
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One of the traditions of this festival, which is 
mandatory, is to wave the four species to the 
north, south, east and west…all four corners of 
God’s creation. The four species are the etrog 
(a large lemon), branches of willow, myrtle and 
palm. The etrog symbolises the heart with 

which we feel for others. The lulav represents the spine with which we 
stand strong. The myrtle refers to our eyes with which we see those who 
are overlooked, and the willow relates to our lips through which we speak 
out for others. 
The foods associated with all the Jewish autumn festivals include apples, 
honey, honey cake and pomegranates, representing a sweet year ahead. 
At the end of OutDoor Church, we shared apple and honey flapjacks. 
The next OutDoor Church will be on Sunday October 3rd at 3pm in 
Dunvant Park. Adella will lead our thoughts about how Buddhism views 
creation. Please register with Janet N, as usual.            

 Janet N 
 
ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 

Janet N writes: ‘On the afternoon of 9th October, the Llewelyn Street border 
will be planted, and plug plants will be added to the wildflower area, to 
compensate for the lack of wildflowers during the summer. If you wish to 
come to help or watch, you will be most welcome (time tbc). 
At our Harvest Festival service, Leslie will be asking us to join in the first of a 
series of “challenges” which we have devised to make us think/keep us 
thinking about the life choices we make. The first challenge is going to be a 
great fun challenge. If you wish to find out more and be a participant, you will 
need to register to attend worship onsite. I say no more!!!!’ 
 

PILGRIM PRAYER: THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE 

Pilgrim Prayer: The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle (WCC) takes us 
through every region of the world over the course of a year.  
Praying for each place on earth and its people at least once 
a year, we affirm our solidarity with Christians all over the 
world, brothers and sisters living in diverse situations.” 
In October, we pray for: 
Oct   3 Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Peru 

                     10 Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela  
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                     17 Costa Rica, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama  
                           24 Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico   
 
PEOPLE THANKED FOR OFFERS OF AFGHAN REFUGEE SUPPORT 

People in Swansea are being thanked for their generous offers of support 
as the city plays its part in welcoming refugees fleeing Afghanistan                                                                    

A small number of families are settling in 
the city and Swansea has offered to 
welcome more. 
Councils across the UK are playing their 
part in resettling Afghans who have 
worked for the British Government. 

People in Swansea have been asking what they can do to help but the new 
arrivals have been provided with what they need from the government 
funded scheme. 
Alyson Pugh, Swansea Council's Cabinet Member for Supporting 
Communities, said: "The images we continue to see on the news coming 
from Afghanistan are horrific and many people have contacted the council 
to see if they can assist. 
"I would like to thank them, and I'm not surprised by generous offers of 
donations as people in Swansea have a long history of welcoming and 
helping those fleeing conflict and persecution. 
"Through the UK Government funded scheme they are provided with a 
furnished home and financial support until they are able to secure 
employment. 
"The council and the charity EYST who we work with are providing support 
in terms of enrolment in schools, GP practices and general integration. 
"We do not require direct donations to these families at present. We are 
very fortunate in Swansea to have many charities and organisations who 
work with refugees and asylum seekers from a range of countries who 
have to come to Swansea over 
many years and their details 
are on our council website."  
A refugee who has previously 
settled in Swansea said: 
"Swansea is a beautiful place 
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but the most important thing to me when I arrived was the warmth and 
friendliness of the people of the city." 
At present the UK Government is offering flights and support to anyone in 
Afghanistan who has worked for the UK and is assessed to be under 
serious threat to life. 
The Home Office says more than 2,000 individuals, which equates to 
around 600 households, have so far been found new homes in the UK. 
Cllr Pugh added: "Although numbers are relatively small at present in 
terms of the whole of the UK, Swansea is playing its part and as Wales' 
first City of Sanctuary we are ready to do more and are proud to do so." 

From the City and County of Swansea website at  
People thanked for offers of Afghan refugee support - Swansea 

 
[What part can we as a church play in welcoming and supporting those who 
will come to Swansea over coming weeks and months? ed.] 
   
WELCOME TO AFGHAN REFUGEES 
“You will have seen the devastating images of the 
Taliban taking over Afghanistan. We know that people 
are scared and are deeply worried that such a regime 
will put their lives at risk. The Taliban are not known 
for giving freedoms or justice, as you and I have been 
privileged to experience in our daily lives. I cannot 
fully express the sorrow and anguish that many Afghan families are suffering, 
not knowing if they will get out or if they will reach a place of safety. At the 
Welsh Refugee Council, we are continuing to do everything we can to 
support local authorities to welcome refugees with dignity and respect. We 
remain involved in conversations around what support would look like for 
Afghans.”  
Andrea Cleaver (Chief Executive, Welsh Refugee Council) 
(from the website of the Welsh Refugee Council: ‘The Welsh Refugee Council 
is a charity with 30 years’ experience working with asylum seekers and 
refugees in Wales and has a passion for human rights, equality and social 
justice. It helps victims of torture, persecution and war to build futures in 
Wales through specialist advice, support and advocacy services …and 
provides urgent support for those in the asylum process and seeks to ease the 
transition to life as a refugee’). 

https://www.swansea.gov.uk/AfghanThanks
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TRANSCENDING MISSION 

I sometimes get a very funny look when I say that I 
have a bit of a problem with the word mission.  Don’t 
get me wrong – most of the things we do that we call 
‘mission’ are great.  But we have rather come to use 
the term to cover absolutely everything.  We often 
ask: “what is the ‘mission’ of your local church?” We 
often say: “We should be more concerned about 

‘mission’!”  We often resolve: “Let’s call it a ‘mission committee’ to help us 
focus…” and so on. 
 
And yet, what are we doing when we take the Latin translation (‘missio’) of 
a Greek word that, in the New Testament, only gets used for the sending 
of the Son and the Holy Spirit out into the world? Why do we use it to 
construct an entire edifice of Church life?  Following Jesus and the Spirit 
out into the world is, of course, a wonderful thing to do, but when a word 
begins to mean almost anything, it can mean nothing. 
 
I have found myself in recent years talking, perhaps more cumbersomely, 
about the ‘Worship, Evangelism, Witness and Service’ that make up the call 
of the Church.  There is nothing new or radical in doing that – these are 
words, and ideas, that folk have used for millennia.  I do find that they 
point us more directly and concretely to those elements of the life of the 
Church that are vital. 
 
WORSHIP: Everything we are and do is rooted in our worship, which… 
shapes and forms us into the people God would have us be. 
EVANGELISM is also utterly central to our call as a Church – if we are not 
proclaiming the good news and baptizing new Christians, we are failing to 
offer a fullness of life and human flourishing to all we encounter. We 
would do well to reflect far more carefully on this as a tradition…  
WITNESS: We are nothing if we are not giving witness to the Good News in 
the midst of the world – seeking to ensure that the values of the Kingdom 
shape life in the world today as much as possible.  Some of the work of the 
Joint Public Issues Team (which includes the URC and the Methodist 
Church) helps us to see what shape our call to witness might take. 
SERVICE is where the Gospel takes concrete form in the way in which we 
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serve all those made in the image of God (i.e. everyone!) as we encounter 
them and their needs in the life of God’s world. Some of the work of 
Church Related Community Workers (such as Adella) helps us to reflect on 
how we might embody this. 
 
It becomes so easy to subsume everything under that word ‘mission’, and 
actually hide away from our central call – or hide away from aspects of it 
that we are less comfortable with than others. Without any of these 
dimensions of the life of the Church – Worship, Evangelism, Witness and 
Service – we are not fully who we are called to be. We are invited to focus 
our minds on these four primary elements of the call to be the Church and 
individual disciples. 

The Rev’d Dr John Bradbury, 
URC General Secretary 

(from John’s letter to those receiving the URC Daily Devotions on September 12th, 
reproduced with permission from the author) 

 

HOW DOES GOD’S LOVE SHAPE THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH? 
The following is the last in a series of reflections by our retired ministers – 
this time by Linda W – on the WCC Assembly theme of ‘Belonging to a 
global family’. Many thanks to my friends for their enriching articles.  

 
Far be it from me to disagree with Rev. Dr. Jonathan Hustler, Secretary of 
the Methodist Conference (whom I much admire), but the title of a recent 
article entitled ‘Beyond Exile – Our exile has been to the Babylon of the 
online world’ irritated me. Beware, however, of making quick judgements 
without all the evidence!  
 
The history of the Christian Church has been littered with disagreements 
and sometimes bitter division. From Henry VIII’s politically motivated split 
from the Catholic Church which established the Protestant Church in 
England, through the Methodist / Anglican divorce 4 years after John 
Wesley’s death and the establishment of other Christian denominations 
that followed, we now have the colourful tapestry of Christian 
perspectives we know today. The love of God works through history and, 
despite the differences of our understandings and interpretations, calls us 
to share His love in our world. There is surely more that unites us than 
separates us.  
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In 1920 the Eastern Orthodox Church addressed all the Churches of Christ, 
wherever they may be, to be in closer cooperation with one another. In 
1937 it was agreed to establish the World Council of Churches that held its 
first Assembly in 1948 with the aim of working for the cause of Christian 
unity. The ecumenical movement of the 20th Century was underway.  
 

The United Reformed Church was first 
formed in 1972 (50 years ago next year; 
see photo of the Uniting Assembly), as 
a direct response to this ecumenical 
call, by a union of the Presbyterian 
Church of England and the majority of 
churches in the Congregational Church 
in England and Wales. It was joined 

later by the Re-formed Association of the Churches of Christ in 1981 and 
the Congregational Union of Scotland in 2000.  
 
God’s love moves us forward in ways we would not have imagined. Never 
before have I had an opportunity to pray, online via Zoom, with Christians 
across the whole of the British Isles and overseas as I have in recent 
weeks. The first with Christian Aid for the situation in Haiti and Afghanistan 
and then with Welcome Churches, a 30-minute prayer time each night for 
the refugee crisis and our national response to it. All have been uplifting, 
informative and powerful experiences. This is the church in action to which 
we all belong. We did not know one another’s names or denominations, 
that was irrelevant; all that mattered is that we met together in the love of 
God to pray for those in need. 
 

Jonathan Hustler’s splendid article in the summer 
edition of ‘The Connexion’ referred to Psalm 137, 
‘Singing the Lord’s song in a strange land’. The 
scattered communities of the Ancient Near East – 
the diaspora – had found that they met God in 
worship where they were. The Temple was rebuilt 
and was a pilgrim centre for Jews everywhere. 

Into this context Jesus is born and ministered. Through the mechanism of 
the established scattered communities, news of His resurrection spread. “As 
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we build back, we open ourselves to whatever God will do in and through us, 
feeling confident of a greater future ahead.”  

(From The Connexion, Issue 23, Summer 2021, used with permission, see 3535-
connexion-magazine-issue-23.pdf (methodist.org.uk)) 

 

BE BOLD! BE CREATIVE! 

It’s worth having a look at The Connexion, published regularly by The 

Methodist Church, at the web address above. The theme of the current 

issue is, Be Bold! On this theme, the President of 

the Methodist Conference, the Revd Sonia Hicks, 

writes: ‘It is no wonder that one of the first things 

said after the Resurrection to the followers of 

Jesus was: “Do not be afraid”. Even after the 

women had been told about Jesus’ resurrection, the disciples still 

cowered away, scared, paralysed by fear (John 20:19). Fear robs us of 

our God-given boldness. Fear distorts our vision so that we see danger 

and failure on every side. As we emerge out of the lockdown caused by 

the pandemic, how can we leave behind our fearfulness? How can we 

rediscover the boldness needed by God’s servants in the world?’ 

I was also rather taken with an article by the Vice-

President of Conference, Barbara Easton, who is a 

quilter. She begins her article: ‘…I rather love the 

things I start out with. If I’m making a quilt, my pile of 

fabric scraps might not look like much but, to my eye, 

many of the pieces are simply beautiful in themselves. 

Lots of them have special memories of people, or times past. 

Occasionally you might notice one that doesn’t fit in very well, but 

that’s important too. All quilters know that the work will be much 

richer if it’s not made solely of things the quilter happens to like. 

Sewing a quilt is, to me, a great image for everything coming together 

in harmony to make something greater than the sum of its parts, which 

is in the mind’s eye of the Creator. This echoes what the writer of the 

Letter to the Ephesians speaks of when he describes God’s purpose, in 

Christ, as bringing people with different gifts together into harmony 

(Ephesians 4:11-13).’ In Barbara Easton’s words: ‘God is weaving 

together a community that embraces all people, in their infinite variety.’  
 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/22213/3535-connexion-magazine-issue-23.pdf
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/22213/3535-connexion-magazine-issue-23.pdf
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COVER TO COVER: Our next meeting will be held via Zoom at 10:00 on 
October 7th. We will be reading “Two Caravans”, by Marina 
Lewyka.  Sandra will lead our discussion.   
As usual I will send the Zoom link nearer the time. If you 
would like to join us, please let me know,  

Mike W   

 
CHRISTIANS IN A GLOBAL FAMILY 
‘Christ’s Love Moves the World to Reconciliation and 

Unity’ 

REFLECTION 3 

 WHAT CHALLENGES OUR FAITH TODAY? 

“But what shall we say about the world that is moved by Christ’s love? 
What in the life of the world, in these times, challenges our faith, our 
witness, and our search for the unity of Christians and the unity of 
humankind and creation? We are confronted by many global challenges at 
the present time: COVID-19, Climate Change, Inequalities and the Digital 
Revolution.  

Recent years have also seen a turn in the world toward self-centredness and 
separation rather than unity, towards localism rather than the universal 
and international, and an increased value placed on difference and identity 
rather than on the oneness of all humanity. As a result, there is a loss of 
hope and confidence in the possibility of a better future. So the world cries 
out for peace and justice” 

What the Bible says:  
‘… I don’t think there’s any comparison between the present hard times 
and the coming good times. The created world itself can hardly wait for 
what’s coming next. Everything in creation is being more or less held back. 
God reins it in until both creation and all the creatures are ready and can be 
released at the same moment into the glorious times ahead. Meanwhile, 
the joyful anticipation deepens.  All around us we observe a pregnant 
creation. The difficult times of pain throughout the world are simply birth 
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pangs. But it’s not only around us; it’s within us. The Spirit of God is 
arousing us within. We’re also feeling the birth pangs. These sterile and 
barren bodies of ours are yearning for full deliverance. That is why waiting 
does not diminish us, any more than waiting diminishes a pregnant 
mother. We are enlarged in the waiting. We, of course, don’t see what is 
enlarging us. But the longer we wait, the larger we become, and the more 
joyful our expectancy…  That’s why we can be so sure that every detail in 
our lives of love for God is worked into something good. Do you think 
anyone is going to be able to drive a wedge between us and Christ’s love 
for us? There is no way! Not trouble, not hard times, not hatred, not 
hunger, not homelessness, not bullying threats, not backstabbing… None 
of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I’m absolutely convinced that 
nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, 
high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can get between 
us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced 
us.’ (Romans 8.19-39, The Message) 

 

For reflection: What worries you most about what’s happening in the world 
at present? What diminishes our hope for the future? What could we as a 
church do about this and who are our partners, here and around the world, 
in this work for justice and peace? Where do you find hope for the world? 

 
THE LETTER TO THE HEBREWS: WHAT DO WE MAKE OF IT TODAY? 

During October and November this year the Epistle readings set in the 
Revised Common Lectionary used by the URC and the Methodist Church (in 
common with hundreds of other denominations around the world) will all 

come from the Letter to the Hebrews. Have 
you ever read it? If so, what did you make of 
it? When I was being trained for ministry, 
this was one of the first books of the New 
Testament I studied in lectures by Dr George 
Caird, who preached at my ordination on 

September 12th 1968, 53 years ago. Ever since then, I’ve found it inspiring and 
encouraging. This Letter is not read very often, so I thought a little 
introduction to the Letter might be helpful as we listen to these readings over 
the next eight Sundays. 
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The first thing to say is that we have no idea who wrote it! Some have 
thought it might have been St Paul, but one recent commentator has written: 
‘One thing we can be certain about. It was not written by Paul’! Others have 
thought that Apollos – who is mentioned by Paul and by Luke in Acts – might 
be the author. Others have suggested, rather excitingly, that it might have 
been written by a woman. As long ago as the second century AD, Origen, one 
of the early leaders and thinkers of the Church, said ‘Who wrote Hebrews? 
God only knows!’. And we’re not sure when it was written either. It could be 
around 64 AD or it could be about twenty years later!  Does it matter that we 
don’t know any of this? It would be good to know, but if we don’t, it won’t be 
the end of the world. The Letter is in the New Testament because it has 
something important to say about Christian faith and Christian living. And 
that should be enough for us! 
 Andrew Lincoln in his book, Hebrews: A Guide, suggests that the Letter  

• helps us to understand how Jesus Christ is to be seen as fully human and 
fully divine; 

• stresses that Jesus died once-for-all for us and for all;  

• focusses in a special way on the exaltation of Christ as opening up heaven 
now and at the end for all believers; 

• helps us to understand the relationship between the old covenant (in the 
Old Testament) and the new (about which we learn in the New 
Testament) and between the Hebrew Scriptures and the decisive word 
God has spoken in Christ; 

• emphasizes the significance of faith and hope and the continuing urgency 
of our commitment to Christ and  

• depicts Christian existence in terms of confident worship and persevering 
pilgrimage in a community that is able to face persecution and death as it 
follows the one who has already pioneered the way. 

So on October 3rd we’ll be thinking about this Letter and exploring it as  

• a sermon preached to dispirited people now – ‘strengthen your feeble 
arms and weak knees…’ 

• a guide to how we interpret and re-interpret the Bible today 

• proclaiming Jesus Christ, ‘the same yesterday, today and forever’. 

• a celebration of the heroes and pilgrims of faith – encouraging us ‘to run 
the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus’ 

• a call to commitment in the conviction of hope  
That should be enough to keep us going over the next couple of months! 
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WORDS FROM WOOKIE 

Hello my hooman friends!  Recently I’ve had some ups and downs and so I 
have bad news and good news to share with you.  The bad news is that once 
again I have been suffering from ‘hot spots’ – one on my face and one on my 
leg.  This is when a sore place is caused either by my allergies or by dermatitis 
and I lick or scratch the spot until it becomes infected.  It can happen very 
quickly!  My hooman had to take me to the vets last week for treatment.  I 
hate it when they put on those plastic gloves – normally it means a finger up 
my backside (although that didn’t happen this time!).  However, the good 

news is that the vet weighed me while I was there – and 
I’ve lost one whole kilogram since January!  I’m no longer 
overweight, which can’t be said for at least one of my 
hoomans who has put on weight over recent months.  So 
please, congratulate me on my weight loss.  Lots of woofs 
and waggy tail, from Wookie 

(You might want to think about Good News and Bad News in your life 

and commit both to God ed.) 
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MADCAPs Make An 
Announcement 

 
 

MADCAPs are delighted to announce the appointment 
of a Director – Mrs Gaynor Brown.      
 

Some may think the term Director is rather grand for 
MADCAPs but, believe me, with the amorphous cross 

age group we are lucky to count as members, it is  
direction we need. Indeed, it will be really good to 

have someone actually “in charge”. This is something 
we have never had before.  

So, welcome Gaynor from all MADCAPs 
and thank you for being willing to take on 

the job of trying to keep us all in line!   
 

PS Please note MADCAPS name will not be changed to 
“Mrs Brown's Family!” 
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          Our building development was funded by the following: 

     

           Project Hall as a resource for our mission was funded from the sale of the Bethel building 


