
MAGAZINE OF  
UNITING CHURCH 

SKETTY  
November 2021 

             

‘The LORD … makes 
me lie down in green 
pastures, he leads 
me beside quiet 
waters, he refreshes 
my soul…’ 
(Psalm 23) 
 

 

The aim: ‘To unite the 

world to tackle climate 

change.’ So we pray: 

‘Creating God, help us to 

live simply, sustainably 

and in solidarity and 

unity with the earth and 

all life within it. Amen.’ 

 

Uniting together – Caring for all        

– Seeking God 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C 

Morning worship is now held at 10.30am in the church and on-line. For the 
time being, you need to register to attend at the church. 

 
This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 

impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick for 
anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   Please 

contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 

email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W. 
 

DECEMBER/JANUARY MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the December/January edition of the Magazine 

to be sent to the editor, Noel D by 18 November 2021 at the latest. 
(Please note earlier date). Issue date: Sunday, 28 November. 

 

As a Uniting Church (Methodist/URC): “We take our faith seriously and believe 
that God can speak to us through the study of the bible, through prayer and 

worshipping together. We want to develop our understanding so that we can 
grow in our discipleship and make a positive difference to our community and 

the world.” (UCS website) 

 
 
 
 

Contacting us: 
Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH 

Website: www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk  

 
Photo on front cover is of the Bible Society’s award-winning garden at the RHS 

Chelsea Flower Show based on Psalm 23 (see page 15) 

 
Printed by Instantprint on eco-friendly, certified sustainably- 

sourced paper 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 
 

Dear Friends 
How do you tell the sex of an ant? 
Drop it in water…. 
If it sinks:  Girl Ant 
If it floats…. 

 
I came across that play on words on Facebook, and it really made me 
smile.  I’ve been thinking recently about words that we use, and how 
sometimes we think we are communicating one thing, but in fact what is 
being understood is something totally different.  Indeed, more than once at 
the end of a service, someone will thank me for saying something that spoke 
to them – and when they tell me what it was, I think to myself, ‘I don’t 
remember saying that!’ 
The words that we write or speak to others can leave a huge impact and 
create a lasting memory – either good or bad.  Words can make or break a 
relationship and so it’s extremely important that we choose our words 
wisely. 
I’m currently watching Strictly Come Dancing (are you?) and this year I’m 
particularly enjoying watching Rose Ayling-Ellis, who is the first deaf 
contestant to take part.  When she speaks, she signs at the same time and 
I’m always struck somehow by the expression of beauty that sign language 
possesses and it’s something I’d love to learn. 
However we communicate, words (or signs) have immense power.  In Mark’s 
Gospel (16.15) Jesus says to the disciples, ‘Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to all creation’.  But a quote attributed to St Francis of Assisi is 
‘Preach the gospel at all times.  Use words if necessary’.  And in Proverbs 
17.27-28 it says, ‘The one who has knowledge uses words with restraint, and 
whoever has understanding is even-tempered.  Even fools are thought wise if 
they keep silent, and discerning if they hold their tongues’. 
In all our communication, let us endeavour to use words with kindness, to 
speak well and respectfully to one another and of one another – we have the 
power to do good or to do bad by what we say. 
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And lastly, to end with another 
play on words, this car window 
sticker TUNASHAMED is doing 
the rounds on Facebook.  It 
took me ages to understand 
it.  What about you? 

 
 

With love, Leslie 
 
PS:  If you can’t work it out and it’s bugging you, give me a ring or drop me an 
email and I’ll put you out of your misery! 

 
 

FLOWERS IN CHURCH AGAIN! 

I'm sure that, like me, you have all missed seeing fresh 
flowers on the communion table in church each week. 
I'm pleased to say that from January 9th we shall be 
having fresh flowers again. I now have the calendar 
for 2022 and if you would like to give flowers one 
week, please contact me with your preferred date and 
I will add you to the calendar. There will not be a rota 

on the notice board in church so please do get in touch with me. I look 
forward to hearing from you.  
Thank you, Rosemary 
 
CHURCH MEETING:  Thursday 25th November at 7.30pm on Zoom 

We are well overdue a Church Meeting and there are now a number of issues 
to discuss.  I had been delaying it in the hope that we might be able to meet 
in person, but as that still seems problematic, we will instead meet on 
zoom.  The date of the Church (and Trustee) meeting is, therefore:  Thursday 
25th November at 7.30pm.  An agenda will be available nearer the 
time.  Please make every effort to attend.   

Leslie 
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RE-OPENING THE BUILDING UPDATE 

The Re-Opening the Building Group has put together a standard risk 
assessment for all groups using the church – and some groups may need 
to do additional risk assessments depending on their activities.  We do 
recognise that some of the restrictions are frustrating, but our 
understanding is that churches are part of the Welsh Government’s 
‘regulated premises’ and, therefore, there are certain mandates that we 
must follow.  The Circuit Leadership Team, however, will be keeping up-to-
date with latest developments, so that we can offer safe advice going 
forward.  Some of our church groups are planning meetings to see how 
and when they will return to the building – which is really good news.  I’m 
very grateful to all the leaders of those groups who will now have an extra 
responsibility.  But I have no doubt that group members will understand 
and be as helpful as possible.       
                          Leslie 
WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER (ONSITE AND ONLINE) 

7th November: Rev Leslie Noon – Holy Communion 
14th November:  Mr Alan Cram – Remembrance 
21st November:  Rev Leslie Noon – Baptism of Charlotte Hayman-Hicks 
28th November:  Mrs Cynthia Mumford (1st in Advent) 

PASTORAL UPDATE (from Gwen D) 

• We remember in our prayers, Una and Sian following the death of Ron 
and also the growing number in our church family who miss those they 
have lost. 

• We continue to pray for all those in our church family who have ongoing 
health concerns, mental or physical, for those awaiting treatment, 
results, or surgery; and for those recovering at home.  In particular: 

- Ivor and Delyth who have both been unwell  
- Janet who is awaiting surgery 
- Rena, Gwyneth and Roy who are settling into their respective 

care homes 

• Congratulations to Clare and Nigel K on the birth of their second 
grandchild, Eric Huw born to Elinor and Steve.  We send our love to 
Elinor, Steve and baby Eric Huw. 

It is good to see some of our church groups considering resuming their 
meetings, albeit in a new way.  We wish them all well. 
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What does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?     
 
In the presence of God,  
we commit ourselves to work 
in penitence and faith 
for reconciliation between the 
nations, that all people may, 
together, live in freedom, justice 
and peace. 
 
We pray for all who, in 
bereavement, disability and pain, 
continue to suffer the 
consequences of violence and 
terror. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving 
and sorrow those whose lives, in 
world wars and conflicts, past and  
present, have been given and taken 
away. 

Let us commit ourselves to 
responsible living and faithful 
service. 
 
Will you strive for all that makes for 
peace? 
We will 
 
Will you seek to heal the wounds of 
war? 
We will 
 
Will you work for a just future for all 
humanity? 
We will 
 
Merciful God, we offer to you the 
fears in us that have not yet been 
cast out by love: May we accept the 
hope you have placed in the hearts 
of all people, and live lives of 
justice, courage and mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

(From the Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland website) 

 
Forever 
When to this war-wracked, weary world the peace returns to reign, 
Shall we forget those heroes who will ne’er come home again? 
Who gave their lives for you and me, and counted not the cost 
Of bringing hope and help to whom all help was lost – 
Who fought oft times against such odds as men ne’er fought before, 

Remembrance  
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On land and sea and in the air – our freedom to restore. 
A greater love no man can have than his own life to give, 
That we, in all humanity, in peace may ever live. 
Then let us all remember them with everlasting pride, 
The men who counted not the cost but gave their all – and died. 
Their memory must be kept alive for ever and for aye, 
Not only for two minutes on a new Remembrance Day. 
David Beynon (Jeanette S’s uncle, who served in the RAF during World War 
II) 

 

OUTDOOR CHURCH IN NOVEMBER will be on Sunday, November 7th at 
2pm (please note time), meeting at the Cenotaph on the prom, opposite St 
Helen’s rugby/cricket ground. Parking is available at the Recreation Ground 
(free). If you park at the end near Singleton Park it will be easier to cross at 
the lights. The theme is REMEMBERING. 

Janet 

 

Our charity for November is Save the 
Children. As Christine reminds us below, it 

works in Wales as well as internationally. 
 “Most of you know about the work of Save the Children in other countries 
but we work in Wales and the rest of the UK. Children in Wales are more 
likely to live in persistent poverty (21%) than any other UK nation. Before 
the pandemic, there were 200,000 children living in poverty in Wales. 
Save the Children has worked in Wales since 1926. Free milk was 
introduced in schools and emergency nurseries were set up in the 1930s in 
Merthyr and surrounding areas. 
Present work is to ensure families have help with health and education to 
ensure wellbeing and life expectancy. Not only is there work on the 
ground but there is advocacy, policies and campaigns. 
Recent projects have included Family Connect which used techniques to 
get children, parents and schools to work together. Building Blocks 
provided basics for living such as clothes and beds etc. 
There is a new successful project in Bettws (Newport) which it is hoped 
will be expanded further.” 

Susan G 
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THE NEWS MANY OF US HAVE BEEN WAITING FOR… 

Wesley Club will resume their meetings on Monday 1st Nov at 7pm.  This is 
actually All Saints Day, so we hope it’s a very auspicious date! We will meet 
in the new hall where we can be socially distanced and our risk assessment, 
which has been completed, will ensure we comply with both church and 
government guidelines. Sadly, this does mean we will all be required to wear 
masks unless exempt from doing so for health or hearing reasons. I hope 
this message brings a smile to lots of faces as it has to mine. 
For so many of us, during the pandemic, the friendship and care Wesley Club 
members have offered one another has been an important part of our 
church and social lives. It is now good to be able to resume this but in person 
rather than using social media in its many forms. Just a reminder to 
everyone, whilst Wesley is a church group, membership is not limited to 
church members or people of any particular religious belief. So, if you have 
a friend or neighbour who would like to share the laughter, fun and 
friendship we offer, please do invite them to give us a try. Wouldn't it be 
super if lockdown actually resulted in us increasing our membership?   
With love,  
Jan C 
 
BAPTISM OF CHARLOTTE  

We look forward to baptising Charlotte on Sunday 21st November and to 
welcoming Emily and Nathan, their families and friends.  The number of 
guests has been restricted to 30 and they will sit in the front rows of the 
church.  This will hopefully leave just about enough space for the rest of our 
onsite congregation to sit socially distanced in the remaining seats upstairs 
and downstairs.   

Leslie 
 
INTERFAITH WEEK: 14th – 21st NOVEMBER 

Building good relationships and working together with people of different 
faiths for the good of our community and our world is vitally important.  At 
a Swansea Interfaith Meeting that I attended recently, we heard from PC 
Anne Overton, a hate crime officer, of a rise in hate crimes in Swansea. 
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A number of events are being planned for Swansea Interfaith Week, and 
more details will be given in the weekly letter nearer the time, but they 
include:  
• Tuesday 16th November 6-7pm:  Film and Faith Night.  Watch Being… 

Hindu on the BBC iPlayer in your          
own home and come along to discuss it 
and to learn more about the Hindu 
faith.  This will be held on Zoom as well 
as from The Haven on Bay Campus. 

• Friday 19th November 6-8pm:  Guided 
walk around some of the different places of worship near the centre of 
Swansea.  The complete distance will be about two miles. 

Leslie 
 

FOLK DANCING will be meeting again on November 8th on a fortnightly 
basis, continuing as restrictions allow. The good news is that, although we 
are in a public place, we are allowed to remove masks for dancing and 
exercise but wear them when sitting – very good news! We are a friendly 
group, enjoying our dancing (nothing too strenuous!) and welcome 
anyone who would like to come and join us. We look forward to seeing 
you. 
Many thanks, 
Rosemary 

 

Our next COVER TO COVER meeting will be via Zoom at 10.00 
on Thursday, November 4th. Jude will lead our discussion of 
“On the Black Hill” by Bruce Chatwin. 
If you wish to join us, you can come along by using the UCS 
Zoom link for Sunday worship and coffee mornings. 

Mike W. 

 
MADAGASCAR 

Delyth  writes: When we were considering which would be our next 
annual Third World project, in our last church, at Bamford in Rochdale, our 
Synod Moderator, Tony Burnham, returned from Madagascar devastated 
by the poverty there and urged us to support vital work there. 
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Through a local charity, we supplied chickens for one village, a cow for 
another and seed for a third. The idea was that, after a while, the villages 
could exchange produce. Later, the original villages would provide the 
same start up basics for another 3 villages and so on. 
Disappointingly, we had no feedback for many years. Then, unexpectedly, 
someone from Swansea phoned saying they had visited the third group of 
villages in Madagascar which were benefiting from our project. 
After retiring to Swansea, I met Barbara Prys-Williams in a Welsh learners’ 
group, and we heard from her and other members of Money for 
Madagascar about their work. Since then, the situation in the country has 
become even more difficult and our prayers are much needed. 
 
PRAY FOR MADAGASCAR 

The climate of MADAGASCAR gives a great variety of habitat, including 
lowland forests, highlands, subhumid forests, mangrove swamps and deserts. 
In the whole country, there's a rainy season from November to March, which, 
however, produces little effects in the southwest, which is therefore arid. On 
the other hand, in most of the country, there is a dry season from April to 
October (or from May to September in the north), except on the east coast, 
where it rains most of the time. 
As a result of long isolation, Madagascar has plants and animals found 
nowhere else. 90% of all plants and animals are endemic. 80% of 14, 883 
plant species are found nowhere else in the world. There are 70 palm species 
alone. Plants are used for herbal remedies, which, it has now been 
discovered, can treat Hodgkinson’s, Parkinson’s, leukaemia and some 
cancers. 
There are 103 species and subspecies of lemur, but at least seventeen species 
have become extinct since humans arrived in Madagascar. The island also has 
300+ species of birds, 2/3 of the world’s chameleons, 100+ species of fish, 
600+ species of snails, plus many species of butterflies, beetles, spiders and 
dragonflies. 
 
We pray for Madagascar: 
“We thank you for the integrity and diversity of all living creatures. Enlarge 
within us a sense of fellowship with our brothers and sisters who live in 
Madagascar, the animals with whom we share the earth, and who love the 
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life you give us. Grant us compassion in our dealings with all creatures, great 
and small. Amen” 

Janet N 
 

ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 

Our minister came up with the idea of setting our congregation one challenge 
per (school) term. Our first challenge was introduced at our Harvest Festival 
service, to make us think about our lifestyle choices. 
What did you think of the challenge? 

One of these was given to you if you were in church, with 
tongue in cheek, but hopefully it made you think! Please 
use your toilet roll and provide some feed back to the Eco 
Team (Adella, Sandra C, Janet, Liz R, Roger) and/or the 
Leadership Team. Your feedback would be appreciated, 
especially if you have decided to keep using this paper. It is 

available online – http://uk.whogivesacrap.org – and through other outlets. I 
wonder what our next challenge will be! 
By the time you read this, the Llewelyn Street border will have been planted. 
(see photo). Obviously, there is not much colour at the moment, so we look 
forward to next spring and summer when the plants start to flower and are 
visited by butterflies, bees and other insects. Plug plants have been planted 
in our wildflower area outside the Wesley Room, to compensate for the 
seeds not growing last summer. 

The Eco Group is planning a GREEN DAY, to be 
held on Saturday 1st   October 2022. We are 
intend to have “stalls” and information about 
“green” projects in the Swansea area, plus many 
interesting things for visitors to do. The Eco 
Team would appreciate help with this venture. 
Now the wildflower plug-plants have been 
planted outside the Wesley Room. The grass 
must not be mowed again this year, as the 
plants need to establish their roots. Help would 
also be appreciated to make a rota of people 

willing to water these new plants on a regular basis as their root systems are 
established. Please contact me. 

Janet N 

http://uk.whogivesacrap.org/
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PILGRIM PRAYER: THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE 
Pilgrim Prayer: The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle (WCC) takes us through every 
region of the world over the course of a year.  Praying for each place on earth 
and its people at least once a year, we affirm our solidarity with Christians all 
over the world, brothers and sisters living in diverse situations.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In November, we pray for: 
Nov  7 The Caribbean Islands  

14 Canada and the USA (no map needed!) 
21   The Oceanic Islands 
28    Aotearoa New Zealand and Australia 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE STRIPES 
In a meeting for Welsh Congregational churches in the Swansea, Neath and 

Port Talbot region that I attended on the last Sunday of September we heard 

about climate change from Professor Siwan Davies of Swansea University. 

She mentioned Climate Stripes. I hadn’t heard about these before, so I thought 

some other readers may not know about them either… 

 
What are the stripes? 
No words. No numbers. No graphs. Just 170 vertical, 
coloured bars, showing the progressive heating of 
our planet in a single, striking image. 
The climate stripes were  created by Professor Ed 

Hawkins at the University of Reading in 2018. They show clearly and vividly 
how global average temperatures have risen over nearly two centuries. 
How do they work? 
Each stripe represents the average temperature for a single year, relative to 
the average temperature over the period as a whole. Shades of blue indicate 
cooler-than-average years, while red shows years that were hotter than 

 

http://www.climate-lab-book.ac.uk/2018/warming-stripes/
http://www.climate-lab-book.ac.uk/2018/warming-stripes/
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average. The stark band of deep red stripes on the right-hand side of the 
graphic show the rapid heating of our planet in recent decades. 
Start the conversation 
The graphics also show how no corner of the globe is immune from the 
effects of global warming. Stripes images for more than 200 countries, states 
and cities are available to download for free from the showyourstripes.info 
website. People in every country can see how their home is heating and 
share the images, helping to start conversations about climate change (from 

Climate stripes - University of Reading) 
You can also buy 
Stripes gifts &c. This 
cape is a real bargain: 
reduced from £3100 to 
£1550!! Order now! 

 
Noel 

 

WORDS FROM WOOKIE 
Hello, my hooman friends!  Yay!!!  October has arrived and this means that I 
am allowed to go back on the beach.  My favourites are Caswell and 
Langland.  I usually make lots of doggy friends who play chase with me, 
and we usually end up in the café where I have my weekly dose of bacon.  I 
love life on the beach!  And a really funny thing 
happened when we went last week.  My hoomans 
were walking along, and one of them wasn’t paying 
much attention to where she was going.  And so she 
walked straight into a big pool of water in the middle 
of the beach.  It went right over her ankle, and she 
had a sopping wet shoe and foot for the rest of the 
walk!  I thought it was hilarious!  Not quite as funny as the Vicar of Dibley 
sketch – but nearly!!   
Lots of woofs, Wookie xx 
[But remember: ‘When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you 

walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not set you 

ablaze’ (Isaiah 43.2 NIV). So, Wookie, don’t just stand there, laughing! 

Remind them of what they’ve been taught! It’s called evangelism. ed] 

https://showyourstripes.info/
https://showyourstripes.info/
https://www.reading.ac.uk/planet/climate-resources/climate-stripes
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CHRISTIAN AID CALLS FOR ACTION AROUND 

COP26 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For more information see https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-
involved-campaigns/climate-change/cop26-mobilisation 

Join the Global Day of Action on 6th November 

On 6 November the UK government will host the UN climate talks 
known as COP26. World leaders will gather in Glasgow to discuss 

how to tackle the climate crisis. The decisions made will 
affect everyone but will have the biggest consequences for 
those experiencing and battling the devastating impacts of 
the crisis. This is a crucial moment in the fight for climate 

justice, and a unique opportunity for us to pressure those with 
power to make real change. 

But change won't happen unless we demand it.  
The COP26 coalition are organising decentralised mass mobilisations 

around the world. On 6 November, join people around the world, 
marching through major cities, gathering in their local communities, 

and making their voices heard online, all raising our voices 
for climate justice.
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THE 23rd PSALM GARDEN IN THE CHELSEA RHS FLOWER SHOW 

Sarah Eberle’s Psalm 23 Garden for Bible Society at the RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show won a gold medal in the Sanctuary Garden section at the first ever 

September Show.  

‘I am absolutely over 
the moon,’ said 
Sarah. ‘I really love 
the garden. Setting 
out to create 
tranquillity in a Show 
site in the middle of 
London, where you 
can actually impart 

that sort of emotional response to a garden, is always the biggest challenge. 
The response we’ve had from everybody is that it touches their souls.’ 

Paul Williams, CEO of Bible Society, said, ‘I’m just so delighted that, after all 
this effort, there’s been such a positive response to Sarah Eberle’s design. I’m 
totally delighted for her because she’s put so much of herself into this.’  

How to interpret the Psalm 23 Garden 
It’s been really exciting for me to watch behind the scenes as Sarah Eberle 
has developed the design of the Psalm 23 Garden, says Hazel Southam, the 
garden’s project manager. But this has been a year of challenges too. I think 
we all feel the resonance of this psalm even more now than we did at the 
beginning.   

Psalm 23 is really visual. Sarah’s used those visual cues in her design: the 
green pastures, still waters, and the valley of the shadow of death.  

But she’s done far more than that. Her design takes us on the journey of life, 
about which the psalm speaks. The submerged rock at the front of the 
garden shows that even starting out on that journey can be difficult.  

The journey then continues in the sinuous path of rocks, an inspiration from 
Sarah’s beloved childhood home of Dartmoor. It’s not a straight path. It 
twists and turns. It has ups and downs.  
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But it culminates in a broad rock where you can just sit and rest at the 
journey’s end, as the psalm describes.  

When Sarah and I first 
chatted about this, more 
than two years ago, we 
didn’t just want to evoke the 
journey that the psalm talks 
about, but the spirit of it 
too.  

There’s a key line early on in 
the Psalm which says, ‘He 
restores my soul.’ We 
wanted people to feel that 
sense of restoration just 
looking at the garden. And 
Sarah’s drawn on the sense 
of restoration she felt, and 
still feels, in Dartmoor.  

We hope that, when you see 
the Psalm 23 Garden, you’ll 
love it, and whatever it says 
to you, that sense of 
restoration will be palpable. 

 

For reflection: Look at the photos and read the Psalm again. What does it 
mean to you? Does the garden help you appreciate the Psalm in new ways? 
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UCS PLAYING ITS PART IN WELCOMING AND SUPPORTING THOSE WHO 

COME TO SWANSEA (Part II) 

In the October newsletter there was very helpful information about 

Afghan Refugee support as described by the City and County of Swansea 

website and from the Welsh Refugee Council, two websites that it’s good 

to continually visit to be aware of further developments. 

‘Ed’ [editor!] posed the question:  What part can we as a church play in 

welcoming and supporting those who will come to Swansea over coming 

weeks and months?  So here are a few thoughts from me! (They are brief 

and I am sure others will also have thoughts to share.) 

The first thing I want to say is that, from my point of view, UCS is already 
playing its part, in that, in conjunction with Unity in Diversity, the clothing 

bank is based at the church and, most weeks, 
approximately 10 asylum seekers or refugee 
households receive something from the clothing 
bank, be it clothing or household items or both.  
With each adult request, we add some toiletries.  
With each request for children’s needs we add 

some toys.  The requests come from asylum seekers who have been in 
Swansea a little while plus new arrivals. The delivery is undertaken in the 
main by 2 UCS members. One member also helps assemble the requests 
for delivery.  To my knowledge, we haven’t delivered to any Afghan 
families yet but I am sure that in time we will begin to receive requests to 
which we will be well placed to respond.  Following my last particular 
request for clothing from the church, the response from people in the 
church or people known by members of our church family, has been 
incredible, if at times slightly overwhelming! If anybody wants to volunteer 
at the clothing bank either to help sort donations, to help assemble 
requests or to help deliver the requests then please get in touch. 
Donations of toiletries (male and female) are always welcome. In addition, 
there is now a group of people in the church who are beginning to work on 
Christmas gifts for the asylum seekers and refugees known to Unity in 
Diversity (see below). Thank you for your continued support for the 
Clothing Bank.   
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That’s a brief description of responding at a practical level.  The next 

aspect is responding from a campaigning level.  It’s not necessarily solely in 

relation to Afghan refugees but the action I am suggesting is to help all 

asylum seekers and refugees.   

First of all, I encourage you to sign up to the Joint Public 

Issues Team (JPIT) website if you don’t already do so:  

https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk.  JPIT is a 

partnership between the Baptist Union of Great Britain, 

the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church. 

Its purpose is to help the Churches to work together for peace and justice 

through listening, learning, praying, speaking and acting on public policy 

issues. Currently, like a lot of other organisations who campaign for justice 

for asylum seekers and refugees, a big piece of work for JPIT is 

campaigning against the ‘Nationality and Borders Bill’ (2021).  Following 

the Government’s consultation on a ‘New Plan for Immigration’ earlier this 

year, a Nationality and Borders Bill has now been introduced in the 

Westminster Parliament, which would have a major effect on the way this 

country responds to those in need of sanctuary. Please visit the JPIT 

website to see how you can take action against the Nationality and 

Borders Bill.  

Finally, our response can come from a spiritual level through our prayer 

life, be it as individual church members or as a church congregation. We 

can pray for the points I have written about already, we can 

pray for Swansea as a City of Sanctuary, we can pray for other 

organisations that support asylum seekers and refugees in 

Swansea such as Swansea Asylum Seeker Support (SASS) 

Ethnic Youth Support Team, (EYST) African Community Centre, (ACC) The 

CAE and A Better Welcome to Swansea Project.  But most importantly we 

can pray for the asylum seekers themselves …. you may not have names to 

include in your prayers but God knows who they are and your holding this 

community group in your hearts and prayers is significant in itself.   

Adella Pritchard (URC Church Related Community Worker for the 
Swansea Region) 

https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
https://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/the-new-plan-for-immigration/
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 CHRISTMAS BAGS 2021  

By now I am sure you are aware that UCS is undertaking to repeat the project 

of providing Christmas bags for our local refugees and asylum seekers. The 

exact details of the numbers of bags and stockings required are still not 

confirmed but we have already been busy purchasing suitable items as well 

as sewing the bags. 

I plan to be at church on Wednesday 3rd and Monday 8th November between 

the hours of 9.30 and 11.00am for the collection of  

bags. These bags will be either one for a family, for a 

single person (male or female) or a stocking for a 

child (ages to be confirmed very soon). If these 

timings are inconvenient then please contact me to 

arrange an alternative.     

You are, of course, very welcome to provide your own bag for filling or, if 

unable to go shopping, donate money for us to fill a bag on your behalf.  

I am often asked for ideas of items that are required. The following is simply 

guidance, you may have even better ideas!!  

• Does the bag have some of the following items for 

personal hygiene? (Soap, bubble bath, shower gel, 

shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrush, hairbrush, comb, 

flannel, etc) 

• Does the bag have something to wear?  (Gloves, hat, scarf, socks, 

underwear)  

• Does the bag have things to use? (Notebook, 

stationery items such as pens, pencils, diary, water 

bottle, mug – well wrapped, if china)             

• Does the bag contain an item for fun or pleasure (Sweets, chocolate, 

biscuits, jigsaw, torch, keyring, game, jewellery)  

  
If your bag contains 1 or 2 items from each category, then we would feel that 
the bag fulfils its purpose. The bags are not planned to be identical. When we 
give presents, we think of the person receiving them, so we can use the same 
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thinking process here, even though the person is unknown to us. The bags do 
not need to be full, but all items should be new. 
 
We ask permission to check the contents of each bag as a way of ensuring it 
contains no unsuitable items. (We are, however, sure this will not happen 
with UCS members!!)   
 
Can we ensure every local refugee or asylum seeker will receive a gift from us 
this year?  Yes, I am sure we can, with your help!  
Linda J 
 

LOCAL PREACHERS: BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS 

In 1951, Alice R, who subsequently served as a 
missionary with the Methodist Church Overseas 
Division, was accredited as a Local Preacher in the 
Methodist Church. 70 years later, on 3rd October 
2021, Sue R was accredited as a Local Preacher 
with the Methodist Church. Both of these notable 
milestones in Christian ministry and service within 
the Swansea and Gower Circuit were celebrated on 

3rd October 2021 at Murton Methodist Church Hall, in a service led by the 
minister, the Revd Andy Walker, and the Circuit Superintendent, the Revd 
Howard Long. The Revd Andrew Pearce (formerly vicar of Bishopston and 
now responsible for supervising training for Local Preachers in the circuit) 
preached and the Revd John Atkinson, who was responsible for training, read 
from Scripture.  It was an inspiring and joyful occasion. It was good to be able 
to celebrate the ministry of preaching 
among us today and to recognise that 
God’s word in and through Scripture 
must still be proclaimed in the 
confidence that the Holy Spirit still 
opens people’s hearts and minds to 
the Good News of Jesus, bringing 
them to faith and commitment. We 
share in thanksgiving to God for Alice’s life-long service and pray God’s 
blessing on Sue’s ministry among us in the coming years.    

  Noel (photos by Janet) 
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HOW DOES BELONGING TO A GLOBAL FAMILY CHALLENGE US IN 
UNITING CHURCH SKETTY? 
This is the conclusion of the series of reflections based on the WCC Assembly 
theme of ‘Belonging to a global family’ 

 
It’s very easy to think of ‘the church’ as ‘our church’, here in Sketty, with an 
occasional recollection that we’re part of a Methodist circuit and URC 
region. But this is a very limited and very limiting understanding of the 
Church. Even among the young churches mentioned in the New 
Testament, especially by Paul, Peter and Luke, concerns and prayers for 
the wider church were central.  
 
One of the obvious examples of this is Paul’s invitation to the churches he 
knew well to make financial contributions to help Christians in Jerusalem 
who were going through a tough time. He writes of the Macedonian 
churches: ‘In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity… they urgently pleaded with 
us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people’ [2 Corin-
thians 8.2 & 5]. So one obligation of being part of a global Christian family 
is mutual support: How can we be partners with our fellow-Christians 
around the world today through prayer, practical sharing and financial 
support? This is why we include Pilgrim Prayer: An Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 
in each issue of our Magazine.  
 
But being part of a global family isn’t just, or even primarily, about giving. 
First and foremost, it’s about partnership. In the past, relationships with 
overseas churches tended to be seen as us sending and them receiving. 
This is no longer how world mission partners think and act. The Council for 
World Mission (of which the URC is a member) and the Methodist Church 
Overseas Mission, working as All We Can, think and act in partnership with 
churches around the world. All give and all receive of their insights, gifts 
and resources. It’s a mutual and equal relationship. We are a local church in 
Sketty in fellowship and partnership with sisters and brothers in churches 
around the world.  
 
One implication of this is that we can always learn from one another. As 
we seek to find new ways of being effective in nurturing our discipleship, 
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enlarging our faith, deepening our compassion and widening the scope of 
our prayers, being part of a global family is central. The example and 
experience of sisters and brothers around the world can feed us and enrich 
us as we seek to be renewed by the Holy Spirit here in Sketty, where we 
are called to be the church at work in our community.  
 
My call to ministry was rooted in the growing awareness of the world 
church and throughout my ministry global relationships have been crucial. 
The World Council of Churches, the Council for World Mission, All We Can 
and many other international Christian organisations, help us to grow in 
our awareness of belonging not just to one another here in Sketty but to a 
worldwide family who share our faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and our 
fellowship in the Holy Spirit. This awareness and vision still inspires and 
challenges me. It can inspire and challenge all of us. 
 
When I visited the Church of South India 40 years ago, I was impressed by 
the verse displayed outside their main offices in Chennai (Madras): 
‘Enlarge the limits of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, do not hold 
back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes’ (Isaiah 54.2). It sees 
itself still as a Church open to the world, near and far, and constantly 
enlarging its vision and embrace. It could be a motto and a motivation for 
us too!  

Noel   

 
CHRISTIANS IN A GLOBAL FAMILY 
‘Christ’s Love Moves the World to Reconciliation and Unity’ 

REFLECTION 4 

 WHAT DOES GOD OFFER ALL PEOPLE TODAY?  

“The first and foremost attitude of God towards the world is love, for every 

child, woman and man who has ever become part of human history, and, 

indeed, for the whole of creation… It is this love which inspires, moves, and 

creates all that is possible in the life of the church as it becomes a sign of 

God’s love for the world.” 
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 HOW DOES GOD’S LOVE SHAPE THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH? 

“The life of the church, in its worship and service to the world, is called to be 

a sign of the love revealed in Christ and lived out by the apostles through the 

power of the Holy Spirit. It is this love that inspires those who follow Christ 

to draw closer to one another in the unity that is God’s gift. Love inspires 

communion and love draws us to one another.” 

What the Bible says:  
‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son… (John 3.16). Dear 
friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who 
loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us.’ (1 John 4.7-12) 
 
‘Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. Love never fails.’ (1 Corinthians 13.4-9) 

 

For reflection: What do you understand by ‘God so loved the world’? What 
could the call and commandment to ‘love one another’ within a world 
community mean for us today? 

 

In the year 2000, the United Nations inaugurated a Global 

Family Day to be held annually on 1st January as “an 

annual observance that reflects the importance which the 

international community attaches to families as basic 

units of society as well as its concern about their situation 

around the globe. Earth is one Global Family.”  
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The editor writes: When I was reflecting recently on what it means to be a 

church, a community of God’s people, a fellowship ‘in Christ’, these 

complementary words from Paul occurred to me: 

“ 1Since…you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God…12 Therefore, as 
God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put 
on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one 
body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of 
Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with 
all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to 
God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him.”  [Colossians 3.1, 12-17 NIV] 

 
“ 13Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full 
armour of God, so that you can take your stand [and], when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done 
everything, to stand. 14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 
around your waist, with the breastplate of justice and righteousness in 
place…16and take up the shield of faith, by which you can extinguish all 
flaming arrows…” [Ephesians 6.13-14, 16 NIV] 
 
“Be gentle… Stand firm”. We need to ask ourselves: How do we – all of us 
who are part of UCS – measure up to both aspects of this high calling and 
challenge? 

 

          Our building development was funded by the following: 

     

           Project Hall - a resource for our mission - was funded from the sale of the Bethel building 


