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So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 

to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house 

and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was 

pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they 

were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth 

to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 

manger, because there was no guest room available for them (Luke 

2.4-7) 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 

Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C 

 
Morning worship is now held at 10.30am in the church and on-line. For the 

time being, you need to register to attend at the church. 
 

This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 
impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick for 
anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   Please 

contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 

email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W. 
 

FEBRUARY MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the February edition of the Magazine to be sent to 
the editor, Noel D by 20 January 2022 at the latest.  Issue date: Sunday, 30 

January 
 

As a Uniting Church (Methodist/URC): “We take our faith seriously and believe 
that God can speak to us through the study of the bible, through prayer and 

worshipping together. We want to develop our understanding so that we can 
grow in our discipleship and make a positive difference to our community and 

the world.” (UCS website) 

 
 
 

Contacting us: 
Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH 

Website: www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk  
 
 
 
 

          Our building development was funded by the following: 

     

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 

Dear Friends 

“They think it’s all over.  It is now!”  So goes the famous 
quote from the 1966 World Cup final. It seems that for 
many in our society, the pandemic is over (to be honest, 
perhaps that’s more in England than in Wales). People are shopping as 
normal, going to pubs, restaurants and other events, as normal. 

Of course, for others of us, it is clear the pandemic isn’t over yet. In Wales 
mask-wearing is still compulsory in various places, and this, plus other 
mitigations, continue to be important to contain the spread of Covid.  
Especially for those who are clinically vulnerable, for whatever reason, this is 
crucial – and that’s the case for a number in our church family. 

But we are living in a ‘split’ world. It’s not like it was at the beginning of the 
pandemic, but it’s not yet ‘normal’. I feel this especially now in our church life 
together. Groups have started to go back – but I know it’s a challenge to 
adhere to the risk assessment. Worship in the building has been back for 
some months, but that’s a challenge as well. I’m so grateful to Les and the 
entire tech team who are making our hybrid worship work. More than half of 
our congregation continue to join us on zoom. 

But I wonder if more of us are feeling disconnected from our church family 
than we were at the height of the pandemic. Perhaps it’s simply the length of 
time that this has been going on for – but maybe it’s also because when 
worship is split between in-person and on-line, those in church only interact 
with those in church and those online only interact with those online. 

I continue to hope that this disconnect will gradually fade and reduce, as 
perhaps, in the Spring, more of us will be able to come to church in the 
sanctuary (although, of course, hybrid will continue). 

I’ve been pondering on this feeling of disconnect, as it’s not a comfortable 
one. And it seems to me that the incarnation speaks into this very situation.   

The world was (and is) disconnected from God. Although God is nearer to us 
than the breath that we breathe, although God loves us more than we can 
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imagine, we are mostly simply oblivious – disconnected from the One who 
created us. 

And so God, who wept and weeps at this disconnect became as one of us.  
God crept in beside us when the world least expected it. God still creeps in 
beside us when we least expect it. 

God comes – God crosses the disconnect, time and again, to connect us to 
Godself, and through Godself to one another. The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us. Will you, this Christmas, open yourself once again to the one 
who creeps in, in unexpected ways? Will you seek to re-connect all that 
disconnects you from God – and from those around you? This is my prayer 
for us all. 

With love and Christmas blessings,  

Leslie 

 

 

STATIONING AND FUTURE MINISTRY 

In the first round of Stationing in the Methodist Church, Swansea and 
Gower Circuit’s post for Uniting Church Sketty, Clydach Methodist Church 
and the University Chaplaincy did not receive a match. (This meant no one 
came to look at the appointment). This is just the first round and there are 
many further rounds to go. I will keep you updated of progress. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please contact me. 

Heather C, Senior Methodist Circuit Steward 
 

ADVENT FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP 

All are welcome to join us for our Advent Faith and Fellowship sessions. 
These will be from 10-11am on Tuesday, 30th November, 7th, 14th and 21st 
December, on our usual UCS Zoom link. 
In our sessions, we will select each week some Advent and Christmas 
carols and explore them more deeply. Please contact Leslie if you would 
like more information – you will need to borrow from church a Singing the 
Faith hymnbook, if you would like to attend. 

Leslie 
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WORSHIP IN DECEMBER (onsite and online) 

You will need to book in for all these services – details will be in our weekly 
letter. 
5th December   Rev Leslie, including Holy Communion 
12th December   Sue Raad 
19th December   Rev Leslie 
19th December 6pm  Carol Service 
24th December 11.30pm  Christmas Eve Communion 
25th December 10am  Christmas Day service 
26th December   Heather Coleman (NOT online) 
 
We are planning for our Carol Service to go ahead as above, but please 
note that it will be different from previous years. You will need to book in if 
you wish to attend, and the service will be slightly shorter with less singing 
(in order to comply with the guidelines). You can of course join us on zoom 
but sadly there will be no ‘Just Desserts’ afterwards. 
 
We are having a service on Sunday 26th December, which Heather will 
kindly be leading for us. However, in order to give our tech team a break, 
this will be an in-person service only. 
 
SKETTY COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS EVENT 

On Sunday 5th December from 4.30pm-6.30pm there is a Sketty 

Community Christmas Event being held on the Eversley Road carpark. This 

is the first time that such an event has been organised, so please do come 

along to see what it’s about, support our community and meet our 

neighbours. As part of this, the churches have been asked to sing some 

carols. So I am looking for willing volunteers who will be happy to come 

along and sing, along with friends from other churches. Please let me 

know if you are interested – it would be good to have support from UCS! 

We have cancelled our OutDoor Church planned for that Sunday in order 

to support our local community event.  

Thanks, Leslie 
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PILGRIM PRAYER: THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE FOR THE 

WORLD CHURCH 

 
 
In December and January, we pray for: 
Dec  5 Indonesia, Philippines, East Timor 

12 Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore 
19   Myanmar, Thailand 
26    Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam 

Jan  2 China, Hong Kong, Macao 
 9 Japan, North Korea, South Korea, Taiwan 
 16 Stateless People 
 23 Egypt, Israel, Palestinian Occupied Territories,   
  Jordan, Lebanon 
 30 Iran, Iraq, Syria 

 

PILGRIM PRAYER: THE ECUMENICAL PRAYER CYCLE 
Pilgrim Prayer: The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle (WCC) takes us through every 
region of the world over the course of a year.  “Praying for each place on earth 
and its people at least once a year, we affirm our solidarity with Christians all 
over the world, brothers and sisters living in diverse situations.” 
 

 

 

In December, we pray for: 
Dec  5 Indonesia, Philippines, East Timor 

12 Brunei, Malaysia, Singapore 
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PRAY FOR MADAGASCAR 

Human beings arrived about 2,350 years ago, and 
since then MADAGASCAR has lost 90% of its 
original forest. Forest loss is largely fuelled by 
TAVY – a traditional slash and burn agricultural 
practice, imported to Madagascar by the earliest 
settlers. The Malagasy farmers perpetuate this for 
its practical benefits, as an agricultural technique, 
but also its cultural associations with prosperity, 
health and venerated ancestral customs.  

• In the 1930s, some new animal species were 
introduced, including a toad which has 
harmed wildlife ever since, wreaking havoc on 
the island’s unique fauna. 

• Habitat destruction and hunting also threaten 
endemic species. 

• In 2003, an initiative to triple the island’s protected natural areas to over 
23,000 square miles, or 10% of the island was started. 

• In 2011, five Strict Nature Reserves were designated, together with 21 
Wildlife Reserves. 

• In 2007, six of Madagascar’s National Parks were declared a joint World 
Heritage Site. Madagascar has a Wildlife Conservation Society to 
encourage its people, especially children and young people, to value their 
flora and fauna and to protect it. 

• In 2021, Madagascar experienced a food crisis because of severe 
drought. 1,000,000 people have been on the verge of famine. 

We pray for Madagascar – 

“We pray for all who make their living from the land. Help them to contend 
with the vagaries of the weather and variability of the economic climate. We 
pray for Madagascar where its people are experiencing drought, and so many 
of its people are on the verge of famine. Send rain, we pray, so that their 
crops may grow, and grant us a greater appreciation of the good food we 
have to eat. AMEN. 

Janet N 



8 
 

ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 

By the time you read this, our first challenge will have started and some of 
you may have decided to change the toilet paper which you buy (hopefully). 
In a recent TV programme (SHOP WELL FOR THE PLANET), a family of four 
was challenged to change their lifestyle is various ways, including the food 
they ate, cleaning products they used, car use… all leading to reduce their 
carbon footprint. 
Interestingly, one of the items they were asked to evaluate was toilet paper. 
The mother was blindfolded and asked to rate 5 toilet rolls in order of 
softness. The rolls were bought from Aldi (12p per 100 sheets and 
responsibly sourced), Who Gives a Crap (27p per 100 sheets and 100% 
recycled paper), Sainsbury’s (14p per 100 sheets and FSE certified), Naked 
Sprout (33p per 100 sheets and made from bamboo) and good old Andrex 
(27p per 100 sheets and FSE certified). 
The mother rated Andrex as the softest. She then removed her blindfold and 
tested each for absorbency. She rated Who Gives a Crap as the best. Overall, 
she gave a thumbs up to Who Gives a Crap. 
The family was also given a water bag (£2.95) to put in their toilet cistern. 
This will save them 4,000 litres per annum, on average. 
One other big change the family was asked to make was to their cleaning 
products. For example, they were asked to try bars of shampoo (saving £75 
per annum) and conditioner to wash their hair, rather than liquid shampoos 
and conditioners. These are available at the Environment Centre in Pier 
Street (near the old Evening Post Office). The family also used 
wooden/bamboo toothbrushes and toothpaste tablets and dishwasher 
tablets. 
For washing clothes, the family tried a washing egg into which you put 
pellets. A washing egg costs about £9.99 with pellets and refill pellets. One 
egg = 60 bottles of washing liquid per annum. On a 30-degree wash this 
works out at 10p per wash and saves, over one year, 50 loads of washing and 
2,500 litres of water. 
Food for thought? 

Janet N 
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PASTORAL UPDATE (prepared by Gwen Dumelow) 

We send our love and prayers to:   

• Jane H and her family following the death of Jane’s Mum. 

• Caroline C who at the time of writing is awaiting surgery. 

• Jean E’s daughter, Nicola, who is now in Gorseinon Hospital following 
surgery 

• Kwesi who has dislocated his shoulder 

• All those in isolation in Care Homes where there are Covid infections, 
especially Barbara N in Bloomfield and Rena G in West Cross 

We continue to pray for all those known to us who are unwell, awaiting tests 
results, receiving treatment or recovering from recent surgery. 
We give thanks for the gradual resumption of activities which many of our 
members enjoy, both at church and in the community. 
As Christmas approaches, we pray for the opportunity to once again 
celebrate with family and friends. 
 

MONTHLY CHARITY COLLECTIONS 

DECEMBER 

Our charity for December is the ELWA children’s 
hospital, Monrovia, Liberia. Liberia is one of the 
world’s poorest countries and almost one in ten 
children do not reach the age of 5. The hospital 
has a very busy acute malnutrition programme, 
including feeding around 200 children as 

outpatients, as well as many other essential services. The clinical paediatric 
lead for the hospital is Dr Mikey Bryant, working with his wife Bryony, who 
is also a paediatrician. When not in Liberia, Mikey works as a GP in Swansea 
and Llanelli and also at Cardiff Medical School. All their work in Liberia is 
done for free and they would greatly appreciate our support for the 
hospital. 

JANUARY  

ShelterBox works with families around the 
world affected by disaster, offering 
emergency shelter and other essential 

items, to support them in rebuilding their lives. Support is tailored to the  
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needs of each disaster and community. To allow quick response to 
emergencies, they store aid in strategic locations around the world and 
have local partners who can help on the ground. Current areas they are 
working in include Syria, Mozambique, Haiti, Nigeria, Cameroon, Burkina 
Faso and Ethiopia. Climate change is increasing the number of people 
needing aid after disasters, particularly after devastating floods, so 
supporting ShelterBox is one way we at UCS can help the victims of 
climate change. 

Susan G 

FROM THE TREASURER 

Jon D has passed on two letters of thanks from charities we’ve supported 

over recent months:  

Dear  
I am writing to acknowledge your 
cheque for £1384.25 in response to the 
appeal raised by Ivor Rees - in 
celebration of reaching the wonderful 
age of 90. What a truly splendid 
amount! Delyth and Ivor have been the 

most amazing supporters of our charity, ABCD (Action around Bethlehem 
Children with Disability) for over 30 years now, encouraging us and 
watching our progress. They have enabled us to make a real change to the 
lives of so many, many children with disabilities and, therefore offer help 
to their families.  Thank you so very much. Please will you pass our thanks 
on to the congregation and the community in Uniting Church Sketty. 
Our small beginnings started 36 years ago with just one local partner – the 
Bethlehem Arab Society for Rehabilitation – today we have been able to 
extend our support, starting rehabilitation units in three refugee camps, 
bringing hope and active support throughout Palestine.  
Life has not been easy over the past year when we, as with all charities, 
have been unable to raise funds through live activities or by holding 
events, yet the need of the children with disabilities and their families in 
ABCD’s care remains as high as ever. However, very slowly things are 
improving and soon we will be able to don our fundraising hats once again.  
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ABCD is very fortunate that one of our founder supporters generously 
covers all our administration costs so that every penny of money raised 
goes direct to the front line. 
…a huge thank you once again to everyone in the Sketty community. 
With best wishes, 
Val Jourdan 
[Ivor adds: Dear Church Family,   
I was rendered speechless today and with tears in my eyes - Yes, TRUE! – 
when we heard from Jon that our church had raised £1384,25 for the 90th 
Birthday appeal for ABCD arranged by Lythan. We are aware too that other 
church members sent directly to ABCD. Lythan's other appeal raised 
£667,36, making a grand total of £2051.61.  
How can one say an adequate thank-you for that and especially to you, my 
church family? So, diolch yn fawr. 
Love and blessings 
Ivor] 
 
Dear  
You’re saving sight and changing lives 

Thank you so much for the generous donation of 
£251.25, which we are delighted to have received from 
the Uniting Church Sketty. 
Little Nalukena from Zambia had suffered from trachoma 
since birth – and at just two years old, it was clear she 
was in real pain. Her 

devastated parents 
did all they could to help their little girl, but 
they didn’t understand what was wrong. 
They just knew it was getting worse. 
Without help, Nalukena was at risk of losing 
her sight altogether. 
But now, after receiving the 15p antibiotic 
treatment, she’s all smiles as her eyes are 
healthy and she is no longer living in pain. 
Nalukena is just one of the millions of 
people across the world that Sightsavers supporters like you have so kindly 
helped. You are at the heart of everything we achieve, and your kind gift will 
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help ensure we can continue our life-changing work, meaning more children 
like Nalukena can receive the sight-saving treatment they vitally need. 
It is support like yours that helps us move towards our goal of eliminating 
trachoma and other neglected tropical diseases, from the countries in 
which we work. You’ll help us keep supporting visually impaired children to 
get an education in the world’s poorest and most vulnerable communities. 
And to continue advocating and promoting equal opportunities for people 
living with sight loss and other disabilities.  
Tragically, when left untreated, conditions like river blindness, cataracts and 
trachoma can cause unnecessary sight loss. But nearly half of all visual 
impairment can be cured or prevented. The antibiotics to treat or prevent 
river blindness cost just 20p for a whole family, and an adult cataract 
operation costs as little as £28. But in the world’s poorest communities, 
medical care can be out of reach.  
With the help of supporters like you, in 2020 we distributed 42,129,752 
treatments for Neglected Tropical Diseases such as trachoma and river 
blindness, and dispensed 259,654 spectacles. We supported 9,032 visually 
impaired children to attend school, and trained 16,921 people with 
disabilities. 
Our vision is a world where no one is blind from avoidable causes, and where 
visually impaired people can participate equally in society.  
With sincere thanks once again, and best wishes to all the members of UCS.  
Ella Pearce  
Director of Funding at Sightsavers 
 

COVER TO COVER 

Our next book will be “The Dark Circle” by Linda Grant. Pegi 
& David will take us through the meeting 
via Zoom on Thursday, December 2nd at 
10:00. All are welcome to join us using 
the UCS Zoom link for worship. 
Our January book will be “Mrs Palfrey at 

The Claremont” by Elizabeth Taylor (no not THAT ONE!). I 
hope to lead the discussion. The meeting is via the Church 
Zoom on Thursday, January 6th at 10:00. All are welcome to join us. 
                                                                                Mike W 
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This would only require slight adjustments to 

the recycling point we already have in church 

(see below). I can think of suitable candidates 

for the job – could be a job share! 
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Some colouring activities for children during the Christmas season 

When you’ve done these, you could get someone to send photos of your work 

to me for the next magazine (daviesnoel08@gmail.com). Colouring pages 

taken from The Christmas Story coloring pages - Three Wisemen! (christmas-

coloring.com) used by kind permission of RaisingOurKids@live.com 

 

 

 

Joseph went up from Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem, the town of David… He went there to register 

with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 

expecting a child… (Luke 2.4-5 NIV) 

mailto:daviesnoel08@gmail.com
https://www.christmas-coloring.com/pages/christian/004-christmas-story.html
https://www.christmas-coloring.com/pages/christian/004-christmas-story.html
mailto:RaisingOurKids@live.com
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 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 

born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 

him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was 

no guest room available. for them… (Luke 2.6-7 NIV) 
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After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time 
of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and 
asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” (Matthew 2.1-2) 
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CHRISTIAN AID’S CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

Will you stand with mums like Adut 
this Christmas? 
Mums on the frontline of the climate 
crisis face impossible choices every day, 
but our decision to stand with them is 
an easy one. 
With clean water, nutritious food and 
ways to earn money, mums like Adut 

won’t have to make such impossible choices.  

  
We do all we can for the children in our lives, especially at 

Christmas. You can stand with mums this Christmas and 
help the next generation grow.  

No more impossible choices. Give a gift today. 
 

Your gifts this Christmas could help build more boreholes, provide 
seeds and farming tools, and give mums the chance to start small 

businesses. 
 
For more information see www.christianaid.org.uk 

 

WHAT IS MISSION?  

I invited Adella to share with readers this reflection on what the Mission, 

Outreach and Events Committee has been doing over recent months. It is an 

outline of what Adella said when she led worship in UCS on 31 October. This 

is something that’s happening among us now. We’re grateful to Adella for her 

help in reflecting on mission and with living it out in our community. 

Is mission alive in UCS? Yes!! Could we further develop what we do? Yes!! 
Here are two meanings of Mission:   

• ‘Mission is the Good News of God’s love incarnated in the witness of a 
community for the sake of the world’ 
 

• ‘Mission is Love in action’ 

https://search.aol.co.uk/click/cbclk2/dWU9RDAwRjJDQzczN0FCNDI1RSZ1dD0xNjM2Mzg2ODQ4Njg2JnVvPTgwNTM5MzUwNzk4OTA2Jmx0PTImcz0xJmVzPWdHM2V2ZzRHUFM5T1NyT1U1NkQ2Y21iWFpDZmhTTG9SQjN6OWNwQy5fRzBNUG5QOA--/RV=2/RE=1636415649/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fwww.bing.com%2faclick%3fld%3de85nYon5x6yc4vhvMRcHjjHDVUCUzsICcA_XYPOX7lRqWXYhQvZtTao1MkaTZngECRUDjDZqWLB-_n6ONcTLhu_IXvC-_XM4sqFQigRtw7Wu6giiWej0aBJoM_grpRnKOXb0mUaLzbZfPtgX5eyfnYpXJIy52OL8YD8Xc2QY17sjxPhkMofaVX60Xte8mRcr3V99yrpQ%26u%%26rlid%3d85196cb580421c4508d70d3cc8621cca/RK=2/RS=f3pJTCA2yTxKkUEL1YeBh8Px5hs-;_ylt=AwrINmAgSIlhkEgAox4ECmVH;_ylu=Y29sbwNpcjIEcG9zAzEEdnRpZAMEc2VjA292LXRvcA--?IG=0ac8366007fd44aabb00000000c47e44&bt=1
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How are we as members of UCS, the eyes, ears, hands and feet of Christ, 
witnessing our faith to the Sketty community and sharing our love of Christ 
through the actions we undertake both inside and outside the church 
building? 
At the recent meeting of the Mission, Outreach and Events Committee we 
reflected on the 5 Marks of Mission. These are: 

1. To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom 
2. To teach, baptize and nurture new believers  
3. To respond to human need by loving service  
4. To seek to transform unjust structures of society, to challenge 
violence of every kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation 
5. To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and 
renew the life of the earth 

It’s important that, as a committee, we think about these marks of mission 
in our committee work. Let’s look a little deeper at these Marks of Mission: 
 
First mark:  As a local church we are engaging in the World Church in 

differing ways and places in God’s world. Our church magazine 
gives us helpful reminders of this. 

Second mark: The actual act of baptizing new believers is Leslie’s role but 
we can all nurture and teach new believers in one way or another. 

Third mark:  As servants of Christ, we are called to serve our community 
and it’s my privilege to work with you on this Mark of Mission. 

Fourth mark:  I encourage you all, if you don’t do already, to seek out the 
work of the Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) which is a joint initiative 
between the Methodist, URC & Baptist Churches. There is 
reference to JPIT in the magazine. 

Fifth mark:  We are heavily involved in the EcoChurch programme, working 
on the gold standard. More people joining the Eco Group would be 
greatly appreciated. 

 
In Acts 2, there is reference to the Marks of the Church:  Teaching or 
Christian lifelong learning, Fellowship, to help sustain a living faith, 
Communion (breaking of bread) and Prayer. I believe that these church 
landmarks are good foundation blocks for the Marks of Mission. 
The Love in Action definition of Mission mentioned above, helps us to 
consider: how do we relate to people, engage with people, as we reach 
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out, either to people outside the church building in the community or 
‘reach-in’, as I am calling it, to the members of the groups or organisations 
that are now meeting once more in our church building? 
In the Mission, Outreach and Events Committee we are considering one 
way that, as a church, we can carry out our love in action or our mission to 
the groups that use the building.  We are going to introduce the role of 
link-person to the groups. Further information about this role will follow in 
the weekly letter. 
I am re-reading Acts at present and I share these verses with you from Acts 
13: 2-3: ‘While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.” So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands 
on them and sent them off.’ 
I think there is something here about our giving ourselves dedicated times 
to pray about our church’s mission in Sketty as we continue to make our 
mission plans. There is a theological reflection model called See – Judge – 
Act (look to see what’s happening – make judgements about the way 
forward – act on what you find). I believe this is going to be very helpful for 
us in the coming months as we continue to serve Sketty community, 
consider how we engage in Mission Outreach and plan our events. 

Adella P 
 

WESLEY CLUB 

It has been wonderful to have been able to start back meeting in person 
again at Wesley Club. Whilst we’ve been glad to keep in touch by means of 
the monthly printed meeting, so many of us have missed actually meeting 
in person.  

We relaunched on 1st November with our long-delayed AGM. Jan C was 
determined that it was time for a change of chair having filled that role for 
over ten years. Reluctantly, I felt, previously serving as assistant chair, 
there was a need for me to step up to the plate and take on the role of 
chairperson.  Jan will be a very difficult, one might say impossible, act to 
follow but I will do my best to ensure the club continues to be the happy 
source of friendship and care it has always provided. Pam T agreed to be 
the assistant chair for as long as her time in Swansea allows. The positions 
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of Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Treasurer and Social Secretary remain 
unchanged.  
Our AGM was followed by an interesting talk by Rev. Linda W.  on saints of 
old, as it was All Saints Day.  
Having decided, for the present time, to meet fortnightly, our next 
meeting on 15th November was a members’ fun evening including the 

playing of the game Blankety Blank. The winner of the 
game received a gold-coloured Porsche car (the actual size 
of which is left to your 
imagination!)  The losers all 
received the obligatory Blankety 
Blank cheque book and pen!  

Next planned meeting will be 29th November where Rosemary will tell us 
about Christmas Memories.  

Linda J 
 

The Wesley Club meeting on 13 December will be an open evening when the 
Ukulele Band will entertain us. We plan to use the 
sanctuary for this meeting to allow a larger 
audience to enjoy the occasion. Everyone is 
welcome so please come along at 7pm and 
support what I am sure will be a very enjoyable 
start to Christmas celebrations. 

 

MESSY CHURCH 

On Saturday, November 6th, I was lucky enough to be invited to Messy 
Church with my friend, Carys. When we arrived, Leslie was sitting by the 
door welcoming us, and she gave us name tags so that we would 
be recognised. When I walked into the hall, I saw tables with activities set 
up. The first thing we did was colour place mats and after that we had a 
treasure hunt for fire made of red, yellow and orange tissue paper and 
lollipop sticks.  Next, we went into groups and did some decorating,  
painting and scratch art. We also had a science activity when we made a 
straw rocket. We sang 'Follow the Light' and marched around the 
hall waving glow sticks which represented the light of God. We finished off 

https://gatheringgraces.wordpress.com/2015/11/01/what-is-all-saints-day/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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lighting sparklers outside, making sure we had our gloves on. My favourite 
part of the afternoon was the food decorating and eating what we made. 
Thank you, UCS, for inviting me and letting me bring my friend. 
Evie (our youngest correspondent, so far! Thanks, Evie. ed.) 
 
 

 

(top left) Science experiments making (safe!) fireworks in a jar; (top centre) 

cooking representing various types of fireworks; (top right) art work of hand 

prints; (bottom) bonfire scratch art bookmark. 

 

FLOWERS: I'm sure you have all missed seeing fresh flowers in church. 
From January, we shall be having fresh flowers again each week. I have the 
calendar for 2022 and dates are beginning to fill up. If you would like to 
give flowers one week, please contact me, with your preferred date and I 
will add your name to the calendar. Please also let me know if you are 
willing to arrange your own flowers. There will not be a rota on the notice 
board in church so please do get in touch with me. Also, we are looking for 
more volunteers to join our band of arrangers. If you enjoy flowers and 
arranging them, we should be very pleased to hear from you and have you 
join us. I look forward to hearing from you.      
Many thanks, Rosemary 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 

Many congratulations to Eleanor Cl who has been awarded the National 
Land Registry Mike Crawshaw Award for Charity Work, 2019-2020 (see 
photo above). Eleanor was nominated anonymously by colleagues, 
shortlisted, and then voted the winner by staff members at all 14 Land 
Registries in England and Wales. Many church members supported Eleanor 
when she took part in the Big Sleep Out at the Liberty Stadium in aid of 
Homeless Charities (see photo above [right!]), and she also volunteered in 
the winter at 2 different churches for the Night Shelter. During the year, 
Eleanor organised several Bake-Off Competitions in work, money raised 
being given to Children in Need. She led the office in the Christmas Shoe-
Box Appeal and the regular collection of donations for the East Side 
Foodbank. 
 
The programme says the Award is given to someone who makes a 
difference to other peoples' lives during the 12 months and 

• has organised fund-raising events for charity 
• has raised money for charity 
• has given their own time to a charitable organisation 
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COMMITMENT FOR LIFE 
Supporting Christian Aid and Global Justice Now 

 
Commitment for Life is committed to 
supporting our partners in Palestine and 
Israel. A new report from Christian Aid has 
highlighted the deep inequalities dividing 
Palestinians and Israelis, threatening a further 
escalation of violence and loss of life. 

What passes for normality in Palestine is unsustainable in the face of 
inequalities and injustices that characterize daily life for millions of 
Palestinian people on the West Bank and Gaza. Christian Aid has urged a 
concerted action by the international community, including the UK 
government, to help address the underlying conditions that fuel the 
conflict, failing which there will be a continued cycle of violence and 
poverty. 
The report shows how more than two decades since Palestinian and Israeli 
leaders signed the first Oslo Accord, there is no peace, with daily life for 
Palestinians worsening on many measures. 

 
Global Justice Now campaigns for NO DEBT @ 
COP26. We pray for the unconditional cancellation of 
debt for the global south. This will help countries 
invest in climate adaptation and mitigation and help 

frontline communities to stay in their homes as climate chaos threatens to 
displace them. 
Cancelling debt will also help global south governments to rebuild public 
services and buy Covid-19 vaccines. 
Debt cancellation would help atone for the climate and ecological debt 
owed to the global south. Global Justice Now is calling for massive debt 
write-offs with immediate additional finance to compensate for loss and 
damage due to climate change. 
 

Mary J 
UCS Commitment for Life co-ordinator 
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CHRISTMAS BAGS 2021 

A very big thank you to everyone who has contributed in any way towards 

our Christmas project of providing a bag for our local refugees and asylum 

seekers. You have generously made bags, filled bags, contributed items 

(see photo, below left) and donated money for items to be purchased.  

It has been a wonderful response and, whilst too soon to show the 

finished result, I am confident that by 16th December, the date for the 

delivery of the bags (see photo, 

right), we will have achieved 

our target of 42 bags for 

couples, 35 for single men, 30 

for single females and 126 age-

appropriate stockings/bags for children.  

Without your generosity, this target would have been impossible.  I will 

hope to update this information nearer the deadline in Leslie’s weekly 

letter. 

I will be at church between the hours of 9:30 and 11am on both Monday, 
29th November and Thursday, 2nd December to receive filled bags and 
stockings.  
After service on Sunday, 5th December will be the last opportunity before I 
hand the bags to Adella and her team who will be responsible for their 
delivery. 
Many thanks        

Linda J  

 
 

BRANGWYN HALL ORGAN CONCERT SERIES                

This series of recitals is organised by our own Alan S. The next 

concert (the 27th concert Alan has organised) will be held at 

12.45pm on Tuesday, 14th December. The soloist, on the brilliant 

Brangwyn Hall organ, will be Martin Bell, a well-known local 

organist. Everyone welcome. No tickets required.               
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1 THE PROMISE OF ADVENT 

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 
    or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 
He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 
    with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
Righteousness will be his belt 
    and faithfulness the sash around his waist… (Isaiah 11.1ff NIV) 
 
A PRAYER FOR ADVENT 
Arouse your sleeping world, Advent God,  
to greet your dawning presence with wide-eyed joy.  
Announce again in word and song your eternal intention 
to close the path that leads to misery 
and make safe the way that leads on high. 
Cheer our drooping spirits with news of your coming 
so that guilt and fear are lifted 
like the early morning mist 
and hope is kindled in the loneliest of lives. 
Then shine forth glorious light, 
judge and redeem each one of us. 
Open wide your heavenly home 
through the promised presence 
of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

David Jenkins (taken from Seasons of Glory [Cytûn]) 
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2 THE PROMISE FULFILLED 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.”  
 
…Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time 
the star had appeared. After they had heard the king, the Magi went on 
their way, and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them 
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the 
star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with 
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, 
they returned to their country by another route. (Matthew 2.1ff NIV) 
 
A REFLECTION FOR CHRISTMAS DAY 
There were thousands of babies 
born that day 
all helpless 
dependent 
needful of love 
warmth and sustenance 
some no doubt did not survive 
to see another dawn 
their tiny light extinguished 
through lack of appropriate care 
some would grow up to be kings 
queens 
leaders of peoples 
others slaves 
prostitutes 
beggars 

murderers and thieves 
most however 
would live ordinary lives 
among ordinary people 
and live and die 
whilst the world scarce noticed 
their existence 
But not you 
Who rose from the ordinary 
to the extraordinary 
from stable to cross 
and beyond 
whilst the world tried its best 
to ignore you 
and failed 

 
(from www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Christmas.htm) 
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3 A PROMISE OF NEW BEGINNINGS  

I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the peoples, and he will dwell with them. They will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them and be their God.  ‘He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away… I am making 
all things new… It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End.” (Revelation 21.3-6 NIV) 
 
A NEW YEAR COVENANT WITH GOD  
Methodists hold an annual Covenant Service, normally on the first Sunday of 

the new year, at which we celebrate all that God has done for us and affirm 

that we give our lives and choices to God. The traditional Covenant prayer 

(below) makes it very clear that this affirmation is a serious one that embraces 

the whole of our life, in all its parts. Most people find it quite tough to say, and 

to really mean it. But the prayer is so central to the Christian life that other 

Churches have also adopted it (from The Methodist Church website). 

I am no longer my own but yours. 

Put me to what you will, 

rank me with whom you will; 

put me to doing, put me to suffering; 

let me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, 

exalted for you, or brought low for you; 

let me be full, 

let me be empty, 

let me have all things, 

let me have nothing: 

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things 

to your pleasure and disposal. 

And now, glorious and blessed God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

you are mine and I am yours. So be it. 

And the covenant now made on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 

The Methodist Covenant Prayer 
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THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY, 18-25 JANUARY 

The story of the Magi 
visiting the Holy Family in 
Bethlehem is one very 
familiar to us. The Magi 
have sometimes been 
seen as a symbol of the 
world’s diversity – 
different religions and 

cultures – that comes to pay homage to the Christ-child. The story might 
therefore represent the unity of all creation that God desires. 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2022 has been prepared by the 
churches of the Middle East, the history of which was, and still is, 
characterised by conflict and strife, tainted with blood and darkened by 
injustice and oppression. The Christians of the Middle East offer these 
resources, conscious that the world shares many of the travails and many 
of the difficulties that it experiences, and yearns for a light to lead the way 
to the Saviour who is the light that overcomes darkness. 
Serving the Gospel today requires a commitment to the human being, 
especially the poorest, the weakest and those marginalised. It requires from 
the churches transparency and accountability in dealing with the world, and 
with each other. This means churches need to cooperate to provide relief to 
the afflicted, to welcome the displaced, to relieve the burdened, and to build 
a just and honest society. This is a call for churches to work together so that 
young people can build a good future according to God’s heart, a future in 
which all human beings can experience life, peace, justice, and love (from 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2022 (ctbi.org.uk) 
 
Prayer (from the 2022 Week of Prayer resources) 
Good Shepherd, the fragmentation of your ‘little flock’ grieves the Holy 
Spirit. Forgive our weak efforts and slowness in the pursuit of your will. 
Give us wise shepherds after your own heart who recognise the sin of 
division, and those who will lead the churches with righteousness and 
holiness, to unity in you. We ask you, Lord, to hear our prayer. Amen. 
 

 

https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-2022/
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AN ADVENT REFLECTION 

The wolf will live with the lamb,  
the leopard will lie down with the goat,  
the calf and the lion and the yearling together…   
 (Isaiah 11.6) 
 

I’ve never been to the Serengeti 
National Park in Northern 
Tanzania. It describes itself as 
follows: ‘Serengeti National Park 
is a World Heritage Site teeming 
with wildlife: over 2 million 
ungulates (such as rhinoceroses, 
zebra, giraffes, deer and 
hippopotamuses), 4000 lions, 
1000 leopards, 550 cheetahs and 

some 500 bird species inhabit an area close to 15,000 square kilometres in 
size (75% of the size of Wales). You can go on a safari and explore the 
endless Serengeti plains dotted with trees and ekopjes (large, high 
boulders) from which majestic lions (and leopards) control their kingdom, 
gaze upon the Great Migration in awe or find an elusive leopard in a 
riverine forest. Or perhaps see everything from a bird’s-eye view and soar 
over the plains at sunrise during a hot air balloon safari.’ When you return 
home, you can tell me about it! 
But imagine what goes on there. You won’t see many wolves, but you’ll 
see hyenas, leopards, cheetahs and lions; and they won’t be lying in a 
friendly kind of way with lambs (there probably aren’t any of those either!) 
or any other young, vulnerable animals. Being friends with their family’s 
lunch is not on their agenda. The idea of living ‘together’ is not at the heart 
of the Serengeti. It’s nature fundamentally and essentially ‘red in tooth and 
claw’. It’s why the Park is such a successful place for the preservation of 
wild and sometimes threatened animals. The whole system depends on 
the balance of predators and prey rather than living in harmony.   
But the kingdom vision is different: wolves and lambs, leopards and young 
goats lay down together. Unreal and unlikely? Perhaps! But the future is  
about such transformations, not in the Serengeti, but in the life of the 
global family where the powerful and the vulnerable, the wealthy and the 
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poor, must learn to live together in a world where power and wealth will 
not dominate but serve human needs, and where justice, compassion and 
freedom from oppression shall shape our present and our future.  
That was the significance of the COP26 UN conference in Glasgow. It was 
about transformation, about repentance and about setting new priorities 
for the ways in which the rich 
nations exploit the earth’s resources 
at the expense of the poor. Human 
relationships are not meant to 
reflect those at work in Serengeti – 
though they often do! We are 
created to be different! We are created for harmony. We are created to 
live in harmony with one another across the globe and with the earth and 
its atmosphere – and so reflect the purposes of God for us. And the clue? 
 
…a little child will lead them.  
Ultimately, vulnerability and weakness, need and inequality, must 
determine the future of our world, so that those whose lives are 
constantly oppressed by human selfishness and greed are set free from 
their captivity and are enabled and empowered to grow, as a little child 
should, towards a new maturity, a new fulfilment and a new world. The 
real test for COP26 will be whether the vulnerable nations of the earth – 
those that are threatened with extinction unless action is taken – will have 
a more secure future as a result of decisions taken and targets set (and 
achieved!) The test will be in actions not in words.  

It’s the same message of kingdom hope that Jesus 
saw in the fig tree: “Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for 
yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, 
when you see these things happening, you know that 

the kingdom of God is near” (Luke 21.29-31). In this kingdom, the little 
people, the vulnerable and the dependent, will live out the promise of a 
new world for them and for all, in the name of Jesus, God’s promise to the 
world. There are buds of hope, new leaves of promise. The question is: Can 
we cultivate them? Our calling is to enable them to thrive and grow 
through what we do in the name of God’s kingdom. 

Noel 
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Then…     

 

 
 
 

 
 

and now 
 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM 

(2020) 

 
‘Like so many of us around the world, the 
people of Bethlehem have spent the year 

in and out of lockdown and they are 
spending Christmas under a strict curfew.  

‘It has been a devastating year, 
but Bethlehem is a town built on a story 

of faith. Its people have lived through 
huge challenges and on a pre-Christmas 

visit I have found hope not despair.  

"With the lighting of 
Bethlehem's Christmas tree... we have 

conveyed to the world signs of hope, 
faith and love," the town's mayor, Anton 

Salman, said as the huge Christmas tree 
was lit in an empty Manger Square at the 

heart of the town last Christmas.’ 

from Christmas in Bethlehem: Hope in the 
Holy Land in an age of COVID-19 | World News 

| Sky News 

Herod asked the Magi where the Messiah 
was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” 

they replied, “for this is what the prophet 
has written: 6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the 

land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you 

will come a ruler who will shepherd my 

people Israel.’ 

(Matthew 2.5-6) 

  

 

 

https://news.sky.com/topic/palestine-5982
https://news.sky.com/topic/christmas-7287
https://news.sky.com/story/christmas-in-bethlehem-hope-in-the-holy-land-in-an-age-of-covid-19-12169386
https://news.sky.com/story/christmas-in-bethlehem-hope-in-the-holy-land-in-an-age-of-covid-19-12169386
https://news.sky.com/story/christmas-in-bethlehem-hope-in-the-holy-land-in-an-age-of-covid-19-12169386
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A REFLECTION AFTER COP26 (by Pauline L) 

 
COP26 – over and done? 
 Climate change is increasing 
Fossil fuels will be gone 
 Habitats are disappearing 
 
Floods and fires are still to come 
 Sea levels are rising 
Droughts and melting ice cause havoc 
 Forests and trees are reducing 
 
Famine and starvation reign 
 Toxic fumes polluting 
Change is essential however small 
 Differences need to be happening 
 
Turn down the heat, switch off the lights 
 We know the clock is ticking 
Recycle, Repair, Re-use again and again 
 Future generations on us are depending 
 
Now is the time for serious decisions 
 Earth’s survival is waning 
May countries find and keep agreements 
  And we can go on hoping. 
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