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“What does the Lord require of you but to pursue 

justice, to love mercy and to walk humbly with 

your God” (Micah 6.8) 

“Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off 

your old self with its practices and have put on the 

new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in 

the image of its Creator. Here there is no Gentile 

or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, male or 

female, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but 

Christ is all, and is in all” (Colossians 3. 9-11) 

“Differences are not intended to separate, to 

alienate. We are different precisely in order to 

realize our need of one another” (Desmond Tutu) 
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                       Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 
 

Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C                   

 

This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the visually 
impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on memory stick for 
anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a particular Sunday.   Please 
contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 
email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  

 

MARCH 2022 MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the March 2022  edition of the Magazine to be sent to 
Noel D by 18 February at the latest, but sooner if possible. Issue date: Sunday, 
27 February 
 

As a Uniting Church (Methodist/URC): “We take our faith seriously and 
believe that God can speak to us through the study of the bible, through 

prayer and worshipping together. We want to develop our understanding 
so that we can grow in our discipleship and make a positive difference to 

our community and the world.” (UCS website) 

Contacting us: Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, Swansea, SA2 9AH        
Website: www.unitingchurchSketty.org.uk 

 
FRONT COVER: SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE NOTICED THAT THE COLOURS ON THE COVER 

 OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN 

 
 

The magazine is printed by Instantprint on eco-friendly, certified sustainably-sourced 

paper 

 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/
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FROM THE MANSE 
Dear Friends      
Here’s an interesting / boring / sad / fascinating (take 
your pick) fact for you: 22nd February will be 
22/2/22. It also falls on a Tuesday. So we will be able 
to call it 2s day. (And if you’re really sad, you might like to make a mental 
note to do something at 22 minutes past 10 in the evening – 22.22….) 
Patterns are often interesting to the human mind. Many of you enjoy 
doing jigsaw puzzles (I visited someone before Christmas to find one on 
the go and was pleased with myself when I managed to add a few pieces – 
but doing the whole lot would drive me mad!). 
Patterns help us to make sense of life. We often look for patterns in our 
daily lives, or in the way we or others behave. We might do this 
unconsciously, but it’s part of the way we try to understand or cope with 
how we live in the world. 
Patterns are good. Many of us like familiar patterns, or in other words, 
routine. When we all used to physically come to church (remember those 
days?), think of how we so often sat in the same place – just a familiar 
pattern or routine. And as much as I enjoy Christmas with the decorations, 
the visiting of family etc, there’s often a comfort in getting the house ‘back 
to normal’ and starting again with the usual everyday stuff. 
But familiar patterns and familiar routines can also prevent us from 
exploring new ways of doing and new ways of being. We are delighted 
that many of our ‘old’ groups started up again before Christmas 
(Sunbeams, Folk dancing, Wesley Club etc) – although with Omicron, these 
have been put temporarily on hold. There is something joyful in beginning 
to re-cover the ‘old normal’. But perhaps now is also the time that we 
should be wondering whether we can break out of our ‘old’ routine and 
look to see if something different is needed. A new group? A small 
change to an existing group? A different emphasis? The patterns of the 
world are ever changing (even if we like to cling to the familiar) – as a 
church, we need to consciously reflect when and where we too need to 
change in order to meet the needs of the world. If you have any thoughts 
or ideas on this, please let me know. 

With love, Leslie 
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WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY (ONSITE AND ONLINE) 
You will need to book in for all these services – details will be in our weekly 
letter. 
Sunday 6 th Feb: Rev Leslie Noon including Holy Communion 
Sunday 13 th Feb: Rev Howard Long 
Sunday 20 th Feb: Rev Leslie Noon 
Thursday 24 th Feb: Midweek Holy Communion 
Sunday 27 th Feb: Rev Noel Davies 
 
LENT FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP 
Our Lent Faith and Fellowship sessions will start on Tuesday 8 th March. 
They will be every Tuesday in Lent, starting at 10am. We will decide in 
due course whether these will be online or inperson. 
 
NEW MEMBERS 
At our Covenant Service on 9th January, we were delighted to welcome 
into membership Jude and Roger T and Gabriella S. All three 
started attending UCS a year or two before the pandemic hit and have 
continued in fellowship over the lockdown when much of what we have 
done has been on zoom. They come from different church backgrounds: 
Jude in the Pentecostal tradition, Roger in the Church in Wales and 
Gabriella in the German Lutheran tradition. Their reception into 
membership reminds us all of what fellowship in Christ is all about – and 
as we said in the service: 
As members of this church and congregation, let us confirm our 
commitment to each other and to the gospel.  Let us pursue what makes 
for peace and build each other up in love.  
We will grow together  
in humility, gentleness and patience;  
we will nurture each other in faith;  
we will bear with one another in love;  
we will make every effort  
to maintain the unity of the Holy Spirit  
in the bond of peace,  
so that we may faithfully proclaim the gospel of Christ. 
 If you are not a member, and would be interested in knowing more about 
this, please do speak to Leslie. 
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SAME SEX MARRIAGE CONVERSATION AND VOTE 
I hope everyone reading this will know that we have been planning to hold 
a church meeting in which we will discuss and then vote on whether UCS 
will be willing to conduct same-sex marriages on our premises. We’ve had 
meetings and discussions about this in the past and finally last summer the 
Methodist Church reached the same decision as the United Reformed 
Church – which is that it is for each local church to decide for themselves. 
We now have a date on which we will have this meeting and take the vote. 
We hope most people will be able to be physically present at the meeting, 
but we may hold it hybrid so that people can also join us from home. The 
date to put in your diaries is: Tuesday 10 th May at 7.30pm. In order to 
help us all consider what the issues are, short articles will be published in 
our magazine over the next three months. In the meantime, if you need 
to speak to me about this, please do give me a ring.  
Leslie 

 
Our charity for February is Money for Madagascar 

 
Southern Madagascar is facing what has been 
called the first climate-emergency driven famine. 
Money for Madagascar has an emergency 
feeding programme in response to this. It also 
has longer term programmes to help destitute 
children, vulnerable women and girls, young 
people with disabilities and communities in 
ecological hotspots where it funds projects for 

reforestation, food security and environmental education. The charity aims 
to protect precious habitats whilst supporting the communities around them. 
Madagascar has a Welsh connection which began with two young Welsh 
missionaries in 1818 and the charity was started by Welsh volunteers. You 
can find out more about it at https://moneyformadagascar.org/. As we think 
about how we can protect our environment please consider supporting this 
charity which helps the Madagascan people who are seriously affected by 
climate change. 
 

Susan G 
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OUR NEW MINISTER 
Many of you have been wondering who our new minister will be when Rev 
Leslie leaves us later this year, so this is to update you on where things are at. 
We are still in the Methodist Stationing process, and as yet have not had a 
minister matched with us. This is not surprising given the fact that there were 
79 ministers available and 133 appointments to fill. This means that around 
40% of appointments throughout the Methodist Connexion will not be filled 
this year. The numbers have changed slightly over the 3 rounds of stationing, 
with some appointments being redesignated as diaconal or probationer 
appointments or appointments of Ministers from other Churches and 
Conferences, but the overall position has not changed significantly. 
In the Wales Synod there were 10 appointments to fill and 7 have been 
matched. 6 of these were critical appointments, meaning that they had to be 
filled first (because they were either Superintendent positions or had been 
without a minister for over a year). 
Although we know that we live in a beautiful area and the appointment is 
very attractive, the reality is that we are on the edge of the UK and not in the 
centre. Looking at all the profiles, most of the ministers available are looking 
to be near the centre, Southeast or North of the country. This is due to family 
reasons, e.g. wife or husband’s work, or to be within a couple of hours 
travelling time of elderly family members.   
We are now beginning to plan how we (and the Circuit) will manage should 
we not have a minister from September.  We are looking at all options to 
cover the work Leslie has been doing and believe that this would only be for  
one year.  We will keep you informed of the decisions we have made. 
Mrs Heather Coleman, Senior Circuit Steward 
 
Note from the Senior Leadership Team 
Please be assured that the SLT are working closely with Heather and the 
Circuit stewards to ensure we are able to make the best possible 
arrangements for our church during the twelve months following Leslie 
leaving us. We are therefore  all confident and happy that we will have in 
place  secure arrangements, albeit interim for one year, which will meet the 
needs of our church family and the wider community both spiritually and 
pastorally.  
Alan, Jan, Pat. 
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UPDATE FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING ON 18 January 2022 
Adella Pritchard, the URC Church Related Community Worker, and Rev. 
Martin Spain, the URC Ecumenical and Inter Faith officer, were welcomed to 
the meeting. Martin introduced himself and his role with ecumenical 
churches like UCS. Martin will be leading worship in UCS shortly. 
Some of the items discussed were: 
• The latest on the stationing process (see elsewhere in the magazine for 

the update) 
• UCS post-covid crisis and how we might have future discussions involving 

the whole church concerning a ‘new normal’ eg evening worship, 
development of monthly midweek communion services and Messy 
Church.  

• The same sex marriage conversation (see elsewhere in the magazine) 
and how we can have a good conversation.   

• Adella updated the meeting on the Clothing Bank and suggested that, 
when Covid safe, it would be more appropriate to invite those using the 
facility to come and choose their own clothing rather than have it 
selected for them and that local Councillors, who had shown an interest 
in the facility be invited to see how it operates.  

• How we might make better use of our Church’s Facebook page.  It was 
agreed that Leslie, Adella and Janet should work further on this.  

• Our agreement and recommendation to the Finance Committee (and 
Church Meeting) that UCS continues to financially support the work of 
Adella in her role as Church Related Community Worker. 
At the request of Alice, we looked at the church's opportunities for 
spiritual and faith exploration. It was noted that House Groups had not 
been able to meet during Covid but that there has been good attendance 
at Faith and Fellowship which will continue even when Leslie moves.  

Date of next meeting: 10th March 
 

A request from Paul E: I have just cut the fronts off four years’ worth of 
Christmas cards in the hope that someone could make use of them - does 
anyone know of a local Charity or group that could re use these cards to 
make gift tags or advent calendars perhaps or new Christmas cards to sell 
instead of just putting them in the green recycling bags? Seems a pity to 
waste them if someone can re use them. 
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CHRISTMAS BAG PROJECT 2021 (from Linda j) 
COULD UCS DO IT?  OF COURSE WE COULD!!! 
By the time you read this, Christmas will probably seem a distant event.  
However, this is the first opportunity I have had to extend my very grateful 

thanks to everyone who helped us 
successfully complete our target.  
We handed over to Adella and the UID team 
a total of 233 bags/ stockings.  
42 of these were for a couple of adults, 65 
for single adults 
and 126 for 
children. 76 of 

these bags were filled by members of UCS and the 
remaining 157 with  items given or purchased with 
the generous donations of money handed to me.  
Alan and I had the opportunity on two days to go 
out to deliver some of the bags. Everywhere we 
went we were greeted by surprised but delighted 
recipients.  
Adella has since received notes of thanks of which these are a few: 

• I’d like to thank you for the presents received this week from UiD, we 
really appreciate the way you support the community 

• Hello Adelle, thank you for the bag. It was a lovely surprise!  

• Thank very much for the gifts. They are really lovely.  

• God bless you abundantly and hope you have a Merry Christmas and 
happy new year 

• Thank you very much for the things you sent us, my children are very 
happy. Merry Christmas 

It's been very humbling to receive these messages as I am one of many 
people involved in the whole project of gathering the donated gifts and 
delivering them! 
These gifts of love would not have been possible without your support, for 
which I am truly thankful.  I really hope we can continue with this project 
next year when, maybe, we will need to make our target number even 
higher!! Thank you everyone, a wonderful team effort.  
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TREASURERS FEBRUARY CONTRIBUTION TO FEBRUARY 2022 MAGAZINE 

As many of you know, I took over the role of Treasurer in September 2020, 
and continue to receive great support from Geoff N – Many Thanks Geoff 
 
I thought it appropriate to list the following Charities and Organisations who 
have benefitted from your kind donations for the period September 2021 to 
December 2021 
 
Sight Savers                                            £251.25 
ABCD Bethlehem                                   £1364.25 
Action for Children                                £219.38 
Macmillan Cancer Support                   £355.00 
Sketty Food Bank                                   £500.00  (so far) 
 
I’d also like to thank to Jeff C who has been dealing with the transfer of our 
Gas and Electricity suppliers from Peoples Energy (who have ceased trading) 
to British Gas, which has included phone call, e mails and completion of 
documentation. 
And a final thanks to you all for your kindness, patience and understanding 
during my early days as Treasurer 
Jon 
 

Thank you so much for your 
donation of £81.25, which will help 
fund our vital frontline support 
services.  

Homelessness is devasting, leaving people vulnerable and isolated. Despite 
the positive progress made last year, homelessness has not gone away. 
Across Wales, we are seeing more people return to sleeping rough on the 
streets of our towns and cities, and an increase in households at risk of 
homelessness.   
Our ground-breaking services work side-by-side with people to help them 
rebuild their lives and move away from homelessness. Whether that's 
offering a roof over someone's head, providing specialist mental health and 
substance misuse support, or upskilling for the future, we respond to anyone 
in need.   
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We cannot provide this support without the generosity and kindness of 
supporters such as yourselves.  Your contribution will help end homelessness 
in our communities – thank you once again.   
With very best wishes  
Vivienne Lee   
Regional Fundraising Officer West Wales  
T: 07824 991 469 E: vivienne.lee@thewallich.net 

 

Dear Friends,  
We appreciate your support Thank you so much for raising a fantastic 

£355.00 for Macmillan through your 
collection box. We're so grateful to 
everyone who donated. Your generosity 
will allow us to help everyone with 
cancer live life as fully as they can.  

You make our work possible Your donation means we can continue to work 
to improve the lives of people living with cancer. No matter who they are, 
where they live, or what diagnosis they may have, we're here for people at 
the times they need us the most. We help with answers to questions about 
cancer treatment and its effects, we offer advice and benefits for things like 
travel costs. Our goal is to give each person the support they need to take 
care of their health, protect personal relationships and deal with any work or 
money worries.  
We couldn't do it without you. Thank you once again for being a part of Team 
Macmillan.  
With best wishes,  
Luke Percival Supporter Donations Team Tel: 0300 1000 200 Email: 
fundraising@macmillan.org.uk 

 
PRAY FOR MADAGASCAR 

Madagascar is drying out….yes drying out…aren’t we fortunate that we will 
never be short of water here! 
There’s no harvest in Madagascar – only hunger….aren’t we fortunate that 
we will never go hungry! 
A doctor in the south of the country says that people are eating cactus leaves 
and ashes to keep themselves alive, as the rains become more erratic. 
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“The rainy season was always special”, he writes, in this first hand account, 
“an important time when people planted food. Key crops such as cassava. 
But, for the past three years, Madagascar has had little rain. The climate has 
changed, maybe because of the global climate crisis. 
Madagascar used to have distinct seasons, but no more. The landscape looks 
really dry, the trees have no more leaves. It is hard to find green areas as 
most have turned arid and grey. 
2021 was even worse, because the rainy season came so late that most 
people could not plant as usual. This is why there is hunger, especially in 
children and maybe worse is still to come. As a doctor I see hunger where I 
work, giving medical care to pregnant women and new born children. 
You can see when they talk to us how hungry they are, that they come to our 
clinic without eating anything. Some cannot even wait for us to get round to 
seeing to them, they go home to search for something to eat. Many do not 
come at all – if you haven’t eaten, you can’t walk 20Km (12 miles) to the 
health centre. Some are afraid they will walk all the way to the health centre, 
but we will have nothing for them to eat. 
We try to help: sometimes I buy cactus fruit and give it to the women while 
they wait. This is only a small thing but I feel it’s important. Hunger is 
everywhere in southern Madagascar. Those who have livestock or land will 
sell it to buy food, but they are taken advantage of because they are so 
desperate. Then there are others who have nothing”. [www.the 
guardian.com (11/11/2021)] (To be continued in our March magazine) 
We pray for Madagascar as we struggle to understand how drought can 
affect people so badly, whereas we are inclined to grumble about how 
much rain falls in our city. How can we begin to understand what it must be 
like to have to eat cacti and ashes? We can’t, Lord, let’s be honest, but, we 
believe in the power of prayer, so we continue to pray for all aspects of life 
in Madagascar, and for its people – women, men and children – but 
especially those who are suffering from malnutrition. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. Amen. 
MFM (Money for Madagascar) has supported Malagasy communities for 35 
years. Emergency Covid assistance of £48,000 was raised towards the end of 
2021, and over £80,000 for emergency food to feed those affected by 
famine. MFM continues to help protect vulnerable communities and eco 
systems, working towards longer term resilience 

Janet N 
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ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS  

At the last meeting of the ECO GROUP we decided that having a Green Fayre 
in October 2022 was “rather like running before we could walk”. Instead we 
decided that it would be better to have a series of “Come and chat” sessions 
to exchange ideas about what a more eco-friendly lifestyle means to all of us. 
For example, we don’t know how many people in UCS have solar panels on 
their roofs, nor how long they have had them. It would be interesting to 
know what they have learned and what they would recommend to others. 
The solar panels we have had fitted to our roof at UCS are probably different 
from those fitted years ago. Questions which I asked the “boss” of the firm 
who will be fitting mine included – What about having a storage battery 
fitted? Should I have panels which tip and tilt to catch the sun? The answer to 
both questions was , NO, which is interesting. Instead of a storage battery 
outside I will be having a storage device fitted inside.  
Other topics for discussion which the group thought were important included 
– electric vehicles, seed swaps so that more wildflower areas can be created 
in our gardens and seedling swaps (hoping people who grow vegetables will 
sow more seeds than usual, so that spare seedlings can be given to others), 
recycling Christmas cards and decorations to make new ones and another use 
for artificial Christmas trees (watch this space!) and, our carbon footprint. 
We plan to hold these Come and Chat sessions every month, COVID 
permitting. Because of this, our Come and Chat sessions will be on the 
weekly notice sheet as the Covid situation is changing all the time. 
We hope to have a Green Fayre in the autumn of 2023. 
In the meantime, if you have any questions, or suggestions for topics which 
we could discuss, please speak to Adella, Janet N, Liz R or Roger T. 

Janet N 
 
THE MINISTRY OF ELDERS 

I recently led a service of induction of elders at Christ Well Manselton URC. I 
thought readers might be interested to read the official statement about the 
ministry of elders which forms part of the induction service:  
 
Through baptism, members of the Church are called to serve God in the 
world and to proclaim the love of Christ by the way they live. Some are called 
to particular responsibilities as ministers of Word and Sacraments, and in the 
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United Reformed Church some are called to be elders, to share in the 
pastoral oversight and leadership of the local church. 
 
The Lord Jesus Christ continues his ministry in and through the Church, the 
whole people of God called and committed to his service. To equip them for 
this ministry he gives particular gifts, and calls some of his servants to  
exercise them in offices duly recognised within the Church. Some are called 
to the ministry of Word and Sacraments; some are called to be elders 
 (and some are commisioned to serve as church-related community workers). 
Elders share with the minister in the pastoral oversight and leadership of the 
local church. To each is normally entrusted a group of members. In the 
elders’ meeting they take counsel together for the whole congregation. They 
are responsible for making provision for Christian worship and education, for 
maintaining proper standards of membership, and for promoting witness and 
service to the community, mission at home and abroad, and the peace, unity 
and welfare of the Church. It is their duty to arrange for the proper 
maintenance of church buildings, and to ensure the oversight of church 
finances. 
 
Some elders represent the local church in the wider councils of the Church, 
and by virtue of their membership of these councils represent the whole 
Church to the local church. Elders, being elected by the church meeting, are 
ordained to their office and inducted to serve for such period as the church 
which elects them determines.  
 
(See pp22-23  for a Biblical reflection on this theme) 
 
PERSONAL MEMORIES OF ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU (by the editor) 

My first personal experience of Desmond Tutu was at the World Council of 
Churches Assembly in Vancouver in 1983. He had accepted an invitation to 
address the Assembly held at the University of British Columbia. There was 
much anticipation. However, when the time came for him to travel from 
South Africa to Canada, his visa was refused by the South African 
Government. There was much disappointment, of course, since Bishop 
Desmond was renowned not only for his stand against the apartheid regime 
in South Africa but for his solidarity with all people who were suffering 
injustice and oppression throughout the world. Then one evening an 
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announcement was made. He had been allowed to travel and he would 
address the Assembly at midnight that evening. More than 1000 of us went 
along eagerly to the large worship marquee to hear him speak (see photo). It 
was one of the memorable 
experiences of my life. He was, as 
always, inspiring, challenging and full 
of hope for God’s future for South 
Africa and for humankind. One of the 
famous stories he told that evening 
was about a letter he’d received from 
nuns in a convent in a forest in Alaska 
assuring him that they were praying for him every day. “They were praying 
for me every day in Alaska! What hope does President Botha have in the face 
of that!”. 
Two years later, in 1985, I visited South Africa on behalf of the British Council 
of Churches, which was trying to ensure a regular British presence at treason 
trials of Christian leaders in Pretoria and Pietermaritzburg. By this time, 
Bishop Tutu had accepted an invitation to visit Wales to be the chief guest at 
the God’s Family Festival in 1986 (which I was responsible for organising) to 
celebrate Christian unity and belonging in Wales. I was able to visit him at his 
home in Johannesburg to discuss arrangements but he was also present 

when I attended the Executive 
Committee of the South Africa Council 
of Churches (of which he had been 
General Secretary). On the second day, 
the meeting had to be suspended for a 
couple of hours because violence had 
flared up, as it frequently did at that 
time, in one of the Johannesburg 

townships, where gangs were threatening to kill people by placing tyres 
around their necks, dowsing them with petrol and setting them alight. Bishop 
Desmond, Dr Alan Boesak (another very prominent anti-apartheid 
campaigner) and a few others went to the township, at great risk to 
themselves, to negotiate peace and an end to the violence. It was what they 
felt called to do; it was part of their costly witness against the horror of 
apartheid and for the struggle for peace and reconciliation in a torn land.  
The God’s Family Festival was held in Builth Wells on 24 May 1986 (a good 
Methodist Day, Wesley Day). 15,000 people came. We were overwhelmed 
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(literally and emotionally) by the response. Bishop Tutu spoke eloquently and 
movingly about the situation in South Africa at a special meeting in the South 
Glamorgan Hall and then preached at the final service in the Main Ring. His 
text was ‘It is not good for man to be alone…’ (from Genesis 2.18). God 
intends us to belong together as one humanity, as one family, as God’s 
family. We bleed together, suffer together, stand together, struggle for peace 
and justice together, live in harmony together , hope together. The service 
ended with ‘Lord of the dance’. ‘Dance, dance wherever you may be for “I am 
the Lord of the dance”, said he’. By then it had started raining and I have this 
enduring image of Bishop Tutu (all 5ft 5in of him) trotting from the small dais 
in the middle of the show ring back to his seat in the stand, as the 
congregation sang, lifting up his purple cassock so that he didn’t trip up as he 
ran, and the large crowd clapping him on his way.  
A member in Christ Well URC told me when I led worship there on the 
Sunday after his funeral, that she and a friend were walking in the 
showground that day when Bishop Tutu came along, and stopped to talk to 
them, asking them where they came from and whether they were enjoying 
the day. She still treasures that unbelievable moment!  
I drove up to Hreathrow Airport to collect him and bring him back to Wales. 
Major Mervyn Woodman of the Salvation Army, who was President of the 
Council of Churches for Wales at the time, came with me and we waited for  

Bishop Tutu at Terminal 4. We saw him walk 
through the gate and I went to welcome him, taking 
his luggage trolley from him. His arrival at the 
airport was televised and Pat, who was watching 
this at home,  wondered why I insisted on taking 
the trolley from the porter! An easy mistake to 

make, as you can see from the cap he wore in the photo. At the end of the 
visit, Pat and I drove him back to Heathrow. He read his bible, offered his 
daily prayers and then curled up on the back seat and went to sleep. You can 
do that when you’re 5ft 5in! When we got to his hotel room, he picked up a 
strawberry from the fruit bowl and popped it in Pat’s mouth with a broad 
grin! And we left and drove home after a truly memorable weekend. 
He was a man of deep faith and spirituality, with a vision of a transformed 
and renewed world, who devoted his life to the search for peace, justice and 
reconciliation in South Africa and throughout the world. He was of small 
stature but a truly global witness to the Gospel. We thank God for him and 
pray peace for all who loved him. 
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RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY 2022 
Racial Justice: What’s it got to do with me? — the theme for the event on 13 
February 2022 
 
Racial Justice Sunday (RJS) is a call for all Christians to engage in the righteous 
struggle for racial justice because racial justice is everyone’s business. 
 
New resources, provided by Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland, contain a 
range of materials that will enable 
churches and congregations to carry out 
an act of worship or a service focusing on 
racial justice. The second part of the 
resources provides groups and 
individuals with information, ideas and activities that enable them to 
continue the conversations that may emanate from RJS. 
All churches are encouraged to focus on the 3 Rs of ‘Remembering’, 
‘Reflecting’ and ‘Responding’: 
 

• Remembering the importance of racial justice. 

• Reflecting on human diversity and thanking God for it. 

• Responding by working to end injustice, racism and ignorance through 
prayer and action. 

 

One of the key ideas upheld in Racial Justice Sunday… is that there is one 
race, the human race, and we are all children of God. We are all made in the 
Image of God, whatever our ethnicity, whatever the shade of the colour of 
our skin, with all our immense diversity, we are One in Christ. Made in the 
Image of God, we are all members of the Body of Christ. We all belong 
equally together. These two themes of Image of God, and Body of Christ, 
permit no discrimination on any basis. Colour and ethnicity-based 
discrimination is an obstacle to our highest ideals, an assault on the Image of 
God, mars our relationship with God, and destroys our relationships with 
each other. As followers of Christ, we commit ourselves to uphold the dignity 
of all human beings and to put this into practice in our daily worship and 
witness. This is a central theological theme that guides us. 
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The work of racial justice remains an 
unfinished task that must go on without 
ceasing. Racial Justice is a cry and call of God 
that calls for responses at the heart of worship 
and prayer, theology and preaching. Racial 
justice is a collaborative, congregational, 
“connexional” task involving us all. There are 
challenges in the spheres of personal, 

structural and theological work. There remain obstacles of injustice and 
exclusion in the way. There is much more to do. We can do better. We can be 
more. We can learn from and build on our history. We owe this to each 
other. And God beckons us on.  

God calls us to build a justice-based Church, where justice is served with 
mercy and humility, a church where all of us with all our immense diversity 
are honoured members in the one Body of Christ, where all are equally 
included at the table with no superiors or inferiors, no centres or margins, no 
one is neglected or excluded, with one goal always, to “seek first the 
Kingdom of God and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). Everything follows 
from here. The pilgrimage towards our goal is stronger if we work with 
ecumenical, and international partners, embrace each other, respect each              
other, give life to each other 

from a reflection by Inderjit Boghal on The Methodist Church website 

 

MEDITERRANEAN HOPE (by Alice R) 

 It all began with Lampedusa, the small island half-
way between the North African coast and the 
European mainland in Sicily. Some years ago, a 
boat filled with 
migrants sank near 
the island. All on 
board were drowned, 
including dozens of 

women and children. Since then, many world church leaders, including the 
Pope, have been given wooden crosses made from that boat’s wreckage the 
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Lampedusa cross has become famous. (You may remember that Pat used an 
image of one of these crosses in a Breakout service two or three years ago).  

In Italy, Protestants are a very small minority. The United 
churches of the Italian Methodists and the Waldensians have 
such evangelical enthusiasm and social outreach that they 
‘punch well above their numerical weight’. In ‘Mediterranean 
Hope’ they have formed an alliance with the Roman Catholic 
group, Communita de Sant’egidio, and gained support and 

help from two government ministries, the Ministry for Home Affairs and the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs.  

 
The most important work of 
Mediterranean Hope is the formation 
of humanitarian corridors right up 
through Italy. These provide food and 
clothing banks as well as medical help 
centres and language lessons en route. 
There has also been some attempt to 
prevent the exploitation of agricultural immigrants in the fruit picking 
industry.  
This information was provided at a recent world church annual residential 
meeting. The Revd Dr. Tim McQuiban and his wife Angela are recently 
returned from five years’ service at the English-speaking international 
Methodist Church in Rome. Mr 
McQuiban was also the World 
Methodist Centre link with the Vatican 
and he spoke of this exciting work 
among migrants.  
We need to rejoice in our sense of 
belonging – Christian relationships are 
global.  
 

A BETTER WAY – IN PARTNERSHIP 
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COVER TO COVER 
Our next book is “Knots and Crosses” by Ian 
Rankin, the first of the Rebus series. We will 
be meeting via Zoom on Thursday, February 
3rd at 10:00. I hope Jude will be able lead our 
discussion. 
Our book for March 3rd is “The Vanishing 
Half” by Brit Bennett and Pat will be our guide.  
All are welcome to join us, please let me know 

if you wish to come along. 
Mike W 

 

A BUTTON APPEAL 
With Christmas over and having received formal thanks from recipients of our 
bags, my thoughts are turning to Christmas 2022. As I begin knitting the little 
gifts we can include in the bags, I realise I am likely to need buttons please. 
They need to be at least the size on a £2 coin, or larger and not shank buttons. 
They are too heavy for wool. So, the good old-fashioned ones with holes 
please. Any colour is fine.   
Many thanks 

Jan C    
 
G'day, Greetings from down under.   

I thought perhaps readers might be interested in how we find Australia is faring 
in these strange times. 
Before we arrived here, this part of Australia, South Gippsland in the state of 
Victoria, had hardly been touched by Covid. However, just as we arrived so did 
Omicron and it has rapidly changed the coronavirus landscape.  Since we 
arrived rates of over 50,000 cases are being recorded daily. The familiar 
arguments are taking place between the state and federal governments. Most 
of the criticism is against the lack of foresight in obtaining the necessary RATs 
(Rapid Antigen Tests or what we call Lateral Flow Tests). These tests are now 
like gold. We are thankful that we brought a few with us in order to complete 
our necessary quarantine exemption of negative results on day 1 and day 6. 
Just as in Britain, the need to isolate has led to all sorts of problems with 
workers off sick. The decision has now been made to allow essential workers 
back to work even if they have been in contact with a positive test.  Masks are 
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compulsory everywhere and proof of vaccination has to be carried and 
produced if questioned. It has made for a very different town to the familiar, 
friendly one we have known on past visits.  
That said however, we are thoroughly enjoying our time here. The weather 
with temperatures around 22 to 23 degrees, allows outdoor games of cricket 
and boules to keep us busily active. We enjoy visits to almost deserted beaches 
with free car parking. Picking Lucy's blueberries remains a daily occupation. 
The bushes are still laden even after giving generously to neighbours and 
friends.  

 
Yesterday we went to the nearby town of Yarram which has been voted the 
Australian Street Art trail of 2021. The artist Heesco Khosnaran has painted 24 
wonderful murals around the town. We consider them  far superior to 
Banksy's.  Space only allows me to send two or three (in fact, it turned out to 
be five!) for inclusion in the magazine and even then it is hard to appreciate in 
small size how magnificent they look in situ. They have certainly put the sleepy 
town of Yarram on the map. 

 
Alan and I trust we will continue to enjoy our time here with the family 
although we miss the company of so many of our church friends. It was good 
to join you for the service last Sunday morning on what was our Sunday 
evening here, being 11 hours ahead of you. The reception on Lucy's iPad was 
so good you might have been just next door!  Thank you to UID for the 
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certificate received by Jan on my behalf. I was grateful to Jan that she pointed 
out that the whole project was achieved by UCS members and friends and my 
part was the easy one of collating it all. I am nevertheless very proud of the 
successful outcome.  
Keep safe everyone as we will try to do here. 
Best wishes  
Linda and Alan. 
 

WORDS FROM WOOKIE 

Hello my hooman friends. 

It’s a long time since I shared any 
news with you all, but now I have 
some BIG news to share.   

Next summer I will be leaving 
Swansea, and with my hoomans, will 
be moving to Doggleswade.  Oh wait, I 
don’t mean that, I mean Biggleswade.  
My hooman will be taking up an 
appointment in the North 
Dogfordshire Circuit (sorry, I mean 
North Bedfordshire Circuit).  Here she 
will have pastoral responsibility for five churches ranging in membership 
from 110 to 20.  I’m worried that I’ll never see her!  The Circuit is buying a 
brand-new house for us all to live in (it’s not even built yet), so I’d better be 
on my best behaviour and not wee on the new carpets!  I’ve been trying to 
find out how near the beach is to Doggleswade, and my hoomans tell me it’s 
a long way.  What shall I do?  I love running on the beach.  There’d better be 
somewhere I can go to have my bacon and sausage, otherwise there’ll be 
TROUBLE.  However, we’re not going for another six months, so I’m going to 
enjoy my remaining time in Wales – and I’ll never forget that I’m a Welsh 
dog. 

With lots of woofs from Wookie 
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LEADERSHIP WITHIN THE CHURCH: A REFLECTION   

 

5 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s 
sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of 
God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you 
must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing 
dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, 
but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away (I Peter 5.1ff) 

 

 
 
Writing to fellow-Christians in Asia Minor in the first-century church, the 
Apostle Peter (or one of his successors and disciples) recognizes the challenges 
of leadership within the community of the church. Certain key words are being 
used about the situation in which these early Christian find themselves: ‘fiery 
ordeal’, ‘test’, ‘participating in the sufferings of Christ’, ‘insulted’. Our situation 
in Wales is very different, of course, although it’s still a testing time. But 
alongside this catalogue of challenging experiences, there’s another list: 
‘rejoice’, ‘be overjoyed’, ‘you are blessed’, ‘the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
upon you’, ‘do not be ashamed’, ‘praise God that you bear the name 
“Christian”’. It’s within this context of challenge and grace, then as now, that 
the church is to understand God’s call and God’s promise.  
The church is addressed as ‘the little flock’. It’s an endearing and suggestive 
image of belonging, of being together, of being cared for and enfolded 
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(literally) in love. All this is achieved through Jesus, ‘the Chief Shepherd of the 
flock’. Remember the image of the Good Shepherd who gives his life for the 
sheep, in John10.1ff?   
‘As you have seen in me’: Peter, the fragile and faithful rock on which our faith 
is built (‘You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church’, Jesus says to 
Simon Peter), is offered as the example of leadership! It is not our own 
achievements and abilities that are at the heart of all this but what God 
achieves in and through us by grace. Like Peter we are fragile, but we are still 
called to faithfulness by the faithful God who empowers us. 
If we unpack Peter’s words, we discover some very precious features of 
leadership within the church: leadership is love towards the flock rather than 
power over the flock: at its heart is compassionate caring. Leaders are also 
called to bear witness to Christ’s suffering among the people of God, while 
placing hope in the glory to come (‘the crown of glory that will never fade 
away’). This requires humble-mindedness (following the example of Jesus 
‘who took the form of a slave’ and washed his disciples’ feet). This is not just 
about leaders, of course, but about all of us within the church. Peter also 
highlights the importance of generosity, not just with regard to money and 
possessions but about all our personal gifts and graces. There is another 
particularly challenging aspect to our call to leadership: resist the works of the 
devil ‘who prowls around like a roaring lion’ and ‘stand firm in the faith’. All 
this is rooted in a shared commitment and faithfulness among ALL God’s 
people, ‘for the Lord’s sake’. 
And at the end of this section Peter offers a promise: ‘The God of all grace… 
will himself restore, confirm, strengthen and establish you’ (v10). We live in 
that promise and, in its strength, seek to be obedient to God’s call to us and to 
all. 
 
A PRAYER: Eternal God, you have called us all to serve you in the world and to 
share your love with each other and our neighbours. Grant us the promised 
blessings of your Holy Spirit and fill us with fresh vision and courage, to equip 
us for the work you have called us to do. Make us wise with the mind of Christ 
and grant us the gifts we need to fulfil our calling faithfully, in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the Great Shepherd of the sheep. Amen. 

Noel 
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Our building development was funded by the following 

 

Project Hall. as a resource for our mission, was funded from the sale of the Bethel building 


