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And he took bread, gave 

thanks and broke it, and 

gave it to them, 

saying, “This is my body 

given for you; do this in 

remembrance of me.” 

20 In the same way, after the 
supper he took the cup, 
saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which 
is poured out for you. 

 

They crucified him, and 

with him two others, one 

on each side, and Jesus in 

the centre. The notice 

read: ‘JESUS OF NAZARETH, 

KING OF THE JEWS’ 

“He is not here. He 

has risen! He is 

going ahead of 

you” Alleluia! 
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FROM THE MANSE 
 
Dear Friends 

The scripture that is often read in church on the evening 
of Easter Sunday is from John 20: ‘On the evening of that 
first day of the week, when the disciples were together, 
with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish 
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you!”  After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples 
were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.” 
 

Those words have taken on new meaning for me this year: ‘The doors 
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders’.  Today in Ukraine people are 
hiding in cellars for fear of bombs.  Elsewhere in the world others too 
(although largely forgotten) are also hiding in fear from militia and 
other armies (although of course, who is it who makes and supplies the 
bombs?) 

“Peace be with you”.  Whenever I’ve read those words in the past I’ve 
always thought of a spiritual peace.  A peace within that comes from 
God.  But I’m sure today when we hear those words we think of peace 
(or lack of it) in our world, and specifically in Ukraine.  We realise 
perhaps that peace is a fragile commodity. 

This year, the joy of Easter, the hope of Easter, the peace of Easter will 
be shadowed by the events in Ukraine.  But if anything, the empty 
cross shows us that in the end (whenever that end will be) and with 
the help of the Holy Spirit we believe that:  Goodness is stronger than 
evil.  Love is stronger than hate.  Light is stronger than 
darkness.  Truth is stronger than lies. 

I end with the traditional Easter greeting in Ukranian:  Xристос 
воскрес! , (pronounced khrystos voskres) meaning Christ has risen! 

With love,  

Leslie 



HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 

Our Maundy Thursday service is at 7.30pm.  It 
will be a Tenebrae service.  This is the Latin term 
meaning shadows.  So our service will be a 
service of Light and Darkness as we remember 
and as we share in the Last Supper.  All are 
welcome. 

Our Good Friday service is at 2.30pm.  This will take the 
form of a Vigil, as we watch and wait and in a symbolic 
way, prepare Jesus for burial.  All are welcome. 

 
Both services will also be livestreamed on zoom on the 

usual Sunday link. 

 
Our Easter Sunday Celebration and Communion will include the decorating 
of the cross as a symbol of our hope in resurrection.  Please bring a flower 
with you to church so that you may place this on the cross (flowers will be 
available for those who forget!). 

 
WORSHIP IN APRIL (ONSITE AND ONLINE) – ALL AT 10.30am  

Sunday 3rd April  Leslie – Communion and membership service * 
Sunday 10th April Val Hicks – Palm Sunday 
Sunday 17th April Leslie, Easter Celebration and Communion 
Sunday 24th April Heather Coleman 
Thursday 28th April Midweek Communion 

 
*We are delighted to be able to welcome Jeanette Soule into membership by 
transfer.  Since John and Jeanette arrived two and a half years ago they fitted 
right in and felt at home.  We are sad that John died before he could become 
a member but know that he will be with Jeanette in spirit. 

 
EASING OF COVID REGULATIONS 

We are gradually easing our covid regulations – details were sent out with 
the weekly letter recently and the letter will remind you of where we are at 
week by week in terms of mask wearing etc.  However we probably all know 
more people now who have (or have had) covid than at any time in the 
past.  Although the vast majority have very minor symptoms, nonetheless it is 

© Janet  



important to do what we can to protect one another.  So therefore a 
reminder:   
• If you test positive, do not attend any church activity. 
• If someone in your household tests positive, think carefully about 

whether you need to attend any church activity (even if you test 
negative). 

• If you have a runny nose, headache, sneezing or sore throat, please take 
a lateral flow test before attending any church activity.  (These are the 
latest current covid symptoms) 

• If you have been to an event or venue where there have been crowds of 
people (eg flying/concert), please consider taking a lateral flow test 
before attending any church activity. 

Leslie 

PASTORAL UPDATE (provided by Gwen) 
• Congratulations to Jean and Roy M who recently celebrated their 

Diamond Wedding; we send them both our love. 

• We were sorry to hear that Barbara G is in hospital and we hope Barbara 
will make a speedy recovery and soon be back at home. 

• A number of our church friends have recently had, or currently have, 
Covid and we wish them all a speedy recovery. 

• Our thoughts and prayers are with all those within our church family who 
are concerned for either their own health and wellbeing, or that of 
others.  We send them all our love. 

 
FUTURE MINISTRY IN UCS: Heather C reported to our Congregational Church 

Meeting on March 3rd that contingency plans had now been agreed for 
maintaining Ministry of Word and Sacraments in UCS over the twelve months from 
September, if we do not have a minister through the Methodist Stationing process 
The intention is that the Revd Lynda Woollacott would lead the worship services 
normally led by the minister, chair meetings of the Leadership and Pastoral Visitors 
Teams and be responsible for pastoral visiting in Morriston Hospital, the Revd John 
Atkinson would take services, chair the Finance and Property Committee and be 
responsible for pastoral visiting in Singleton Hospital, and the Revd Noel Davies 
would also take services and (with Pat’s help) be responsible for our Faith and 
Fellowship programme. Congregational Church Meetings and Trustees Meetings 
would be chaired by the Revd Howard Long.  



UNITING CHURCH SKETTY CONVERSATION ON WHETHER OR NOT TO 

REGISTER FOR SAME-SEX MARRIAGE 

 
This is the second of three magazine articles 
leading up to our special meeting on Tuesday 
10th May at 7.30pm.  The articles are intended 
to help each one of us think things through for 
ourselves, before we meet together to confer 
and to make a decision.  It might be helpful if 
you keep these magazines so that you can 
read and remind yourself of some of the issues, shortly before the meeting in 
May.  The articles will include questions for you to ponder – and maybe find a 
church friend to reflect with.  However, in all this, the most important thing 
to know is that it is okay to disagree with one another.  We can disagree 
kindly and we can still hold one another in love, for there is always more 
that unites us than divides us. 

 
The first article looked at the history of marriage itself. 

• This second article looks at scripture and sexuality. 
• The third article will look at theological understanding. 

 
Scripture and Sexuality 
Many Christians traditionally use a fourfold approach to learn about our 
Christian faith and apply it to contemporary issues and practice.  These four 
approaches are:  scripture, tradition, reason and experience.  Together these 
four approaches form a way of coming to a theological conclusion. 

 
Scripture in itself therefore is never simply ‘the answer’, it is part of the 
conversation.  The Spirit speaks to us not just in the words of the biblical text, 
but in the interplay of relationships, arguments, questions and 
experience.  So with that in mind, try the following exercise: 

 
How should Christians today treat the Bible passages below?  Should they: 
obey / follow the spirit of the passage / or ignore? 
a. Sell everything you have and give the money to the poor. (Luke 18:22) 
b. Slaves obey your masters. (Ephesians 6:5; Colossians 3:22) 
c. Don’t eat prawns. (Deuteronomy 14:9) 
d. Love your enemies. (Matthew 5:44) 



e. Women should keep silent in the church. (1 Corinthians 14:34) 
  
Now reflect on the ways in which people apply the Bible to the issues of 
relationships today?  Think about these passages in particular: 
• If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both 

of them have done what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their 
blood will be on their own heads.  (Leviticus 20.13) 

• From the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” For 
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but 
one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one 
separate.’  (Mark 10: 6-9) 

• Jesus said to them, ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her; and if she divorces her husband and 
marries another, she commits adultery.’  (Mark 10:11-12) 

• Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For 
the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his 
body, of which he is the Saviour. Now as the church submits to Christ, so 
also wives should submit to their husbands in everything.  (Ephesians 
5:22-23) 

Leslie

OUR EASTER OFFERING 
Our charity this month will be Methodist Fund for World 

Mission as Methodists traditionally give an Easter Offering 

for mission. You will see Easter Offering envelopes in the 

pews if you are in church, though we don’t mind how you 

give! The fund is used in several ways which you can read about here: 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/support-our-work/about-our-

funds/world-mission-fund/ 

The main uses are to support mission partners in the Caribbean, South and 

Central America, Africa, the Pacific, Asia and Europe. Mission partners 

usually live overseas for a few years and typically work in health, education 

and theological / church building work. The fund also gives grants to partner 

churches to pursue their own priorities or to those who are facing an 

emergency situation. For example, support has been given to the National 

Evangelical Methodist Church in Nicaragua during the covid pandemic. The 

church has been able to distribute food packages to 23 communities affected 

by covid, rising unemployment and flooding.                             Susan G

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/support-our-work/about-our-funds/world-mission-fund/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-work/support-our-work/about-our-funds/world-mission-fund/


PRAY FOR MADAGASCAR 
The total death toll from Cyclone 
Batsirai in Madagascar is 120, with 
tens of thousands still needing 
shelter.  

Most of the 

victims died after 

their houses 

collapsed. Rescue 

teams from 

Germany, France 

and other 

countries are helping locally. 

Madagascar is still cleaning up the 

after-effects of the cyclones. The 

wind uprooted trees and broke roads. 

The 

mangled 

wreckage of 

collapsed 

homes on 

the east 

coast has still not been cleared. Over 

100,000 people were in need of 

emergency assistance, according to 

the authorities. Many villages were 

cut off, by fallen bridges, so the 

emergency services took time to 

reach them. Work in now underway 

to repair 20 roads and 17 bridges. 

It is known that rice crops have been 

damaged and will be lost, which 

means the people will be seriously 

affected by food shortages in the next 

3-6 months, as this is their main food 

crop.z 

A UN agency distributed hot meals 

in Minakara. The French Red Cross 

launched an aid appeal and deployed 

87 tonnes of humanitarian aid from 

its facilities in Madagascar. 

Numerous organisations, such as 

Action Against Hunger, Save the 

Children, Medecins du Monde, were 

mobilised ahead of the cyclone, 

organising equipment, medicines, 

food, blankets, kitchen equipment 

and hygiene products. 

Money for Madagascar responded 

immediately, with a recovery fund of 

£10,000 to assist the most vulnerable 

people in the communities in which 

they serve. This rapid response fund 

is being managed by their Malagasy 

Country Office, to ensure appropriate 

aid reached communities without 

delay. Emergency help included 

making collapsed buildings safe and 

emergency feeding where homes and 

crops had been flooded. 

Some 77%of Madagascar’s 28 

million people live below the poverty 

line. The cyclone, and the drought in 

the south have plunged more than 

one million people into acute 

malnutrition with some facing 

famine.  

A PRAYER: Lord, we have no idea 

what it is like to be hit by cyclones. We 

have experienced storms recently, but 

we give thanks that we came through 

those with little or no damage 

compared with Madagascar. We pray 

for the humanitarian organisations that 

are helping the people. Give strength to 
those working for them, with so much 

work to be done that will be ongoing 

for a long time. Lord, in your mercy. 

Hear our prayer. AMEN. 

 



RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
EASTER EGG NESTS  
(can be made by all the family)  
 
INGREDIENTS 

200g milk/dark 

Fairtrade chocolate 

broken into pieces 

85g of shredded 

wheat, rice 

krispies or 

cornflakes 

Bags of mini chocolate eggs 

Cupcake cases 

(Ingredient amounts depend on how many 

nests you wish to make) 

METHOD 

1. Melt the chocolate in a small glass 

bowl placed over a pan of barely 

simmering water until it all melts.  

2. Put your chosen cereal in a large 

bowl. Pour the melted chocolate 

over the cereal and mix 

thoroughly. 

3. Spoon the chocolate covered cereal 

into cupcake cases and press the 

back of a spoon into the centre to 

create a nest shape. 

4. Put your tray of nests into the 

fridge to set. When they have set 

add 2 or 3 mini eggs to each nest. 

Keep the nests chilled until ready 

to eat.  

             

SUMMER CHALLENGE 
Our challenge for the summer 

is a litter pick. On Wednesday 

May 4th at 4pm, the Eco Group 

invites everyone to join us. All 

the equipment will be 

provided. We plan to work our 

way from the church to part of 

Singleton Park and back, which 

should take about one hour. 

WALKING GROUP  
Our April walk will start from 

the Civic Centre car park 

(parking charges apply) at 

2pm on Monday 25th April. It 

will end at the Cenotaph. It 

will be a walk and talk about 

famous/infamous Swansea 

women. After the walk we 

will go to The Secret Garden 

for refreshments. Our May 

walk will be on Thursday 26th 

May, meeting at 11.30am to 

walk from Parkmill (park at 

Shepherd’s shop; charges 

apply) to Three Cliffs and 

back. Please bring a picnic 

lunch. At the end 

refreshments will be available 

at Shepherd’s or the Gower 

Heritage Centre. It is no 

longer necessary to “sign up” 

for these walks, though it 

would be helpful to know 

who is coming in case the 

walk has to be cancelled 

because of bad weather. 

Janet N 



ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 
On 9th April, at long last, we will be 
holding our first Coffee and Chat 
session to unveil our plans to take 
the next steps for UCS as an Eco 
Church. We will meet in the old 
(‘new’?) hall from 10.30 until noon. 
Fairtrade refreshments will be 
served according to any Covid 
rules at the time. This session will 
be an introduction to what the Eco 
Group is planning for 2022, with 
your help. 
In the first session will discuss WE 
ARE WHAT WE EAT. The magazine 
“Ethical Consumer” recently 
focussed on “how to shop for more 
sustainable food”, so we would be 
really interested to know if you  

 
have recently changed where you 
shop and what food you buy. Have 
you noticed the cost of your 
weekly/monthly shopping bills rise 
recently? Have you changed your 
eating habits? 
Are you interested in hearing the 
experiences of others in UCS and 
sharing your ideas? If so, please 
join us. Recently, for example, 
Myrddin P and I had a chat about 
solar panels. Myrddin has had 
panels far longer than I have, so we 
learned things from each other. 
We welcome Christine L, who has 
joined the Eco Group. 

Janet N
 



SHIPWRECKED  

Here is a picture from our half term ‘UCS gets Messy’ session. We built our 
ship, costumes and props and acted out the exciting story, from Acts 27, of 

Paul being ship-wrecked on his way to 
Rome. We had sailors, Romans and 
prisoners playing their parts. 
Everyone came ashore safely in the 
end and we were invited to a picnic. 
Unfortunately, the ship ran aground 
and broke up but we thought you 
might like to see a picture of us in full 
sail. 
For our next few sessions, we plan to 

fly to a Tropical Island and will be Going Bananas! These will be on 
Saturdays April 2nd, May 14th, June 18th and July 23rd at 2-4pm. All children 
aged 5-11 years will be very welcome. 

 
Laura Honour  



 

UCS Messy Church 
Saturday 2nd April, 2 to 4pm 

 
Join us on our trip 
to a tropical island 
and “go bananas” 

 
For further details contact: 

Linda Jones on 07719274377 
or alan.f.jones@btinternet.com 

 

 

   

PRIMARY ADVENTURERS RELAUNCHED As a result of the easing of Covid 

restrictions, we are delighted to relaunch our Adventurers session from Sunday 

3rd April.at 10.30am.   My dedicated team of staff are excited at the prospect of 

meeting together with our Primary Adventurers in our newly decorated hall. We 

would also be delighted to welcome any new children aged approximately 5 to 

11 years as well as catching up with our regular members.   

I would also be delighted if anyone in our congregation has been longing for the 
opportunity to join our teaching team.  We always have two people on the rota 
to cover safeguarding issues, one who delivers the lesson, whilst the other helps 
with the various planned activities.  More people in the team spreads the task 
making it easier to cover each week.  I would be more than happy to chat over 
what might be involved with anyone interested, even if you are only able to 
commit to an occasional Sunday.                Linda J and the Adventurers Team 

FLOWER ROTA: As we are now having fresh flowers in church each week, 

I have now put the flower rota on the notice board in church and you will see there 

are still plenty of spaces left for dates from August to December. If you would 

like to give flowers one week please sign your name against your preferred date 

but if you are not able to get to church and would like to give flowers please 

contact me and I will add your name to the list. I look forward to having a full 

rota before too long! Thank you, Rosemary. 

unitingchurchsketty@gmail.co

m 



UKRAINE SITUATION 
As a church and as individuals we will continue to do what we can to support 
though prayer and action our sisters and brothers in Ukraine.  Elsewhere in 
this magazine, Jon will update you on the amount raised through our 
collection which will be going to the DEC via the British Red Cross.  In addition 
to this: 
 

• We will continue to light a prayer candle at the start of every service 

• The arrangement of sunflowers on the windowsill at the front of the 
church done by Rosemary will act as visual aid (sunflowers are the 
national flower of Ukraine) 

• Our monthly Thursday communion service will centre around prayers for 
peace over the next few months. 

• A number of individuals in our church family have registered to find out 
more about hosting Ukrainian families.  The Leadership Team also agreed 
that Leslie and Adella would together explore what the options are for us 
as a church to sponsor a refugee family.  As yet we don’t know what is 
involved, but as it becomes clearer we will hold this option before us, and 
look to partner with other churches if that is necessary. 

 
In all of this however we continue to pray for and support other asylum 
seekers who generally have not received such a welcome and who suffer from 
the intentional ‘hostile environment’ put in place by our government.  Both 
Adella and Leslie signed a petition to protest against the Borders Bill (as have 
many other church leaders around the UK). 

Leslie 

 

THE INVASION AND REFUGEE CRISIS IN UKRAINE  

PRAYERS FOR UKRAINE 
Loving God, your Son Jesus Christ, wept over Jerusalem. 

Today, we weep over Ukraine. We weep for those uprooted from their homes 

and lives. We weep for those cowering in basements. We weep for those who 

have witnessed death and destruction on their streets. We weep for those 

separated from parents, from children, from spouses and siblings. We are 



amazed at the resilience of people seeking to comfort those in need and so we 

pray for Governments opening up borders so that Ukrainians can have safe 

passage. We pray for churches and 

individuals providing food, clothing and 

shelter. We pray for medical workers 

ensuring that shattered bodies are put back 

together again. We pray for ordinary 

Russians demonstrating and voicing their 

disapproval of the military actions in 

Ukraine. May the Holy Spirit give us the 

willpower to turn our tears into action also. 

May we, through our words, prayers and example pursue the things that make 

for a just peace in the world today and especially in Ukraine. In the name of 

Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

God of all, with alarm and concern we bring before you the military 

intervention in Ukraine. In a world you made for peace and flourishing, we 

lament the use of armed force. We mourn every casualty of this conflict, every 

precious life extinguished by war.We pray comfort for those who grieve and 

those who are fearful. Hear our longing that leaders and nations will honour 

the worth of all people by having the courage to resolve conflict through 

dialogue. May all our human failings be transformed by your wonderful grace 

and goodness. We ask this in the name of Christ, the author of peace and 

sustainer of Creation. Amen. 
This is a prayer from the Joint Public Issues Team of the United Reformed Church, 

Methodist Church and Baptist Union. 

  

 

I 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called children 
of God” (Matthew 5.9) 
God reconciled the world to himself in Christ… and he has committed to 
us the message of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5.16-20) 

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/


‘INTENSE CONFLICT IN UKRAINE IS THREATENING THE LIVES AND 
LIVELIHOODS OF CIVILIANS ACROSS THE COUNTRY’ 

 

 
Leaving everything behind, 
people are fleeing conflict in Ukraine. They need shelter, food 
and water. 
 

• 18 MILLION people are projected to be affected by the escalating 
conflict in Ukraine 

• 4 MILLION people expected to be displaced as the fighting continues 

• At least 2 million people have fled their homes to escape the conflict in 
Ukraine. 

 
Heavy fighting, shelling and air strikes across the country have had 
devastating consequences for ordinary people. Homes have been destroyed. 
Families have been separated. Lives have been lost. 
At Ukraine’s borders with Poland, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia and Moldova, 
huge numbers of people are arriving with only what they can carry. 
DEC charities and their local partners are in Ukraine and in neighbouring 
countries providing food, water, shelter and medical assistance. 
 

NOTE: As we go to press (March 16th), the total raised so far by UCS 

members and friends is £2919, with an additional substantial gift, as well 

as gift aid, to be added. Fantastic! 

 
COVER TO COVER: Our next book will be “The Constant 

Gardener” by John Le Carré. Sandra will lead our 

discussion via Zoom at 10.00 on Thursday, April 7th. All 

are welcome to join us using the UCS Zoom link for 

Sunday worship. Just let me know if you are coming 

along.                                                       Mike W 

https://www.dec.org.uk/


COFFEE MORNINGS IN THE WESLEY ROOM 
From Heather Coleman: On Saturday 2nd April we are 

holding our first monthly coffee morning since ‘lockdown’ 

from 10am until 12noon.  We will be holding them on the 

first Saturday of each month from now on. The proceeds will 

go to different charities and good causes. 

 

WESLEY CLUB has recommenced its weekly meetings on Monday 

evenings at 7pm in the Wesley room. On April 4th, members will be 
sharing their favourite songs and tunes. 
On 11th April, Easter devotions will be given by Rev. Linda Woollacot. 
We look forward to seeing you – everyone welcome 

 

 

In Memoriam: The Rev Brian P Tibbetts, M.A. 

Brian Tibbetts was minister of Sketty Methodist Church from 1964-

1970. He was born in 1932 in Stourbridge and died on March 8th 2022. 

When Brian and Kathleen arrived in Sketty, their son, David, was less 

than a year old. Martin, their second son, was born in 1966. 

Brian and Kathleen’s ministry took them far and wide across the UK. 

They retired to Haxby, near York. 

When the carol singers re-started their journey around Sketty, on 

Christmas morning (after breakfast in the chapel kitchen, which was 

between 7-7.30 am) the first stop was the manse. Brian was soon at the 

front door to welcome us, once we started singing. Kathleen had a 

beautiful contralto voice and due to the “persuasive tactics” of Mildred 

Edwards, our organist, sang, for the first time, “Born in the night, 

Mary’s child”. 

Brian and Kathleen often returned to visit Sketty on holiday until this 

was no longer possible. 

We give thanks for the faithful ministry of Brian for 67 years. May he 

rest in peace and rise in glory. 

Janet N 

 



FROM OUR TREASURER, JON D 

Letters of thanks from two of our charities:  

Dear Jon, 

We apologize if there was a delay in sending this email to 

you. 

In the past year we've helped over 604,000 vulnerable 

children and young people in the UK. Thanks to your 

support, we can continue to be a vital lifeline for children 

all over the country. 

 

To be able to be there for vulnerable children, we rely on amazing people like 

you. Our vision is that every child 

and young person has a safe and 

happy childhood, and the 

foundations they need to thrive. We 

protect and help children and 

young people by providing 

practical and emotional care and 

support. We make sure their voices 

are heard. And we campaign to 

bring lasting improvements to their 

lives. 

 

Where your money goes:  

87p of every £1* we spend goes directly towards helping children, young 

people and their families. Our supporters help fund a huge range of 

programmes - from schemes preventing neglect to mental health support. Your 

donations help us to run our essential services, which give vulnerable children 

and families a vital lifeline None of this would be possible without you. 

 

On behalf of the children and families we help, I'd like to say an enormous 

thank you. 

Best wishes, 

Madeleine O'Bryen 

Supporter Services Team 

E: ask.us@actionchildren.org.uk 

T: 0300 123 2112 (open 9.00am to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday) 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 

 

JOBS: As with any property, there are always small jobs to be done e.g. touch 
up paint work etc. I am planning to start up a working party on the first Monday 
of the month starting April 4th. 9.30am. If you feel that you cannot do any 
physical work but like to join us there is always making tea or coffee!! 

Alan J 

 
The URC National Synod of 
Wales held on Saturday, 12th 
March on zoom. It was a very 
interesting and exciting 
meeting with information 

about a number of events and materials to be made available for churches. 
Several of the items related to the 50th 
anniversary/Jubilee Year of the URC, which was 
formed in 1972 (see below)  
1    Each church has been given as a gift a green 
Eco Box (see below) which contains 
worship/discussion and activity material for all 
ages. I have received the box which also contains a packet of wild flower 
seeds, a leaflet about A Rocha and a Trees for Bees certificate from the 
Woodland Trust which is a virtual gift of £10 for each church from the Synod. 
2    Each church has also received "Celebrate Together" a 
story book to mark the 50th anniversary of the URC which is 
available free of charge for anyone who wishes to receive it. 
The book could be used with young people of all ages. 



3    Holiday Club/Messy church materials are being prepared for Toddlers and 
11-14 year olds based on the theme of Time Travellers. 
4    The new Commitment for Life materials "Go with 
Greta" are on the theme of Israel and the Occupied 
Territories. 
5   There are two competitions: one for under 12s to 
create a birthday card that could be given to a young 
child and one for older young people to design on a Postcard what the URC 
means to them. 
6   The new Synod property Officer Claire Boot gave an excellent and 

comprehensive presentation on 360 
Carbon, a carbon footprint calculator 
specifically for churches. Details on the 

URC web site. 
Of note: UCS is one of only three churches in the Synod with a silver Eco 
award! 
7   The safeguarding Officer gave a short presentation to remind everyone 
that safeguarding is the responsibility of everyone and that all have a legal 
responsibility to report any safeguarding issues. Safeguarding is not just 
about children but all adults at risk including any persons who use our 
building. 
The Synod Moderator, Simon Walkling, led the day and offered prayers at the 
end of the meeting. We remembered the people of Ukraine and all those 
who suffer injustice and war.     Pat D 
 

The Big Day Out this year will celebrate the 50th Anniversary. It would 
be good if a number of us could attend from UCS. Synod has arranged 
a bus which will start in Sketty and then go on to Manselton. Let me 

know if you’d like to go. Thanks. Pat  

 



 
 

 

National Synod of Wales 
Big Day Out 2022 

 

 
 

URC at 50: 
Celebrating the  

Whole People of God 
 

Saturday 25 June  

Royal Welsh Showground 
Llanelwedd, Builth Wells 

 
www.urcwales.org.uk/bigdayout2022  



MORE ABOUT ECO CHURCH  
(from the URC Welsh Synod Website) 
Sustaining the environment is one of the URC Synod’s mission criteria 
for its 50th anniversary year. To encourage churches to go green, we 

are registered as a Synod with Eco 
Church, an award scheme from A 
Rocha UK, and each church has 
received an Eco Box to celebrate the 
URC’s 50th anniversary. 
The Eco Box includes twelve sheets, 

one for each month, starting in April 2022. The box aims to stimulate 
devotions, Bible study and action, along with offering intergenerational 
activities and pointers to other campaigns and initiatives. The monthly 
themes will be:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTIONS FROM THE APRIL WORKSHEET 
“Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  

Ponder…  
Thomas Merton wrote in ‘Seeds of Contemplation’: “A tree gives 

glory to God by being a tree. For in being what God means it to be 

it is obeying [God]. It “consents,” so to speak, to [God's] creative 

 

April: New Life  

May: Getting Out  

June: Buy Local 

July: Plastics 

August: Holiday 

October: One World  

November: Remembrance 

December: Green Christmas 

January: Gardens 

February: Show the Love 

March: Deserts 
 
 
 

The following churches have achieved 

EcoChurch awards: 

Barry Uniting Church                  Bronze 
Hope and Market Sq, Merthyr Silver 
St John’s Church, Buckley          Bronze 
Tyddyn Street, Mold                  Bronze 
Uniting Church Sketty                Silver  
Beulah, Rhiwbina, Cardiff         Silver 
Christ Well Manselton URC      Bronze 
 

https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
https://arocha.org.uk/
https://arocha.org.uk/
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/1-April-2022-New-Life.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2-May-2022-Getting-Out.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/3-June-2022-Buy-local.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/4-July-2022-Plastics.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/5-August-2022-Holiday.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/7-October-2022-One-World.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/8-November-2022-Rememberance.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/9-December-2022-Green-Christmas.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/10-January-2023-Gardens.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/11-February-2023-Show-the-love.pdf
https://www.urcwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/12-March-2023-Deserts.pdf


love. It is expressing an idea which is in God and which is not 

distinct from the essence of God, and therefore a tree imitates 

God by being a tree”  

Ponder some more… 
Think of the fruit tree, any fruit tree. The fruit tree freely GIVES of itself – it 

stands firmly rooted and its branches reach out into the world offering 

goodness, freely, to anyone who will take it. What if this was an image of the 

church? Giving, giving and giving again, year after year, time after time, 

because through the giving of itself, of its fruit, the tree plants the seeds of 

new life, new fruit trees grow, new branches develop, and new fruit comes 

forth. So it is with the kingdom of God. The Church that gives of itself, that 

reaches out into the world with life-giving goodness will fulfil its purpose in 

Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit, giving glory to God 

Get Active:  
• Prune some of your ‘non-eco’ habits and replace them with new life-giving 

habits.  

• Give new life to old stuff—recycle and reuse.  

• Plant a fruit tree and give thanks for its gifts.  

• Check out Countryfile’s website, in particular its section on ‘How to live a 

greener life’ 

 

~ MADCAPS ~ 

present 
“NOT A PANTO - A SHOW” 

on 

Wednesday, 20th April at 7.30pm 

Thursday, 21st April at 2.30pm 

Friday, 22nd April at 7.30pm 

Tickets: £6.00 
A new show in our new hall! Come and join us! 

 



 

After more than twenty centuries, we do the same. Gathered around our 

communion table, we are – as it were – there, with Jesus’ disciples. Look at 

the disciples postures and gestures in the painting: the same questions, the 

same doubts, the same anxieties, the same bonds of belonging and betrayal 

that we know today. But still, when  ‘we do this’, we do it, across the centuries 

‘to remember’ Jesus, given for us. 

 

Empty now against the rising, promising, hope-filled sun, but these crosses 

were the scene of horror and suffering. They were to all appearances – but not 

in reality – God-forsaken places. But in the centre of the scene was - and is - 

Jesus. Here he ‘finished’ or ‘accomplished’ the work of love: the call to 

struggle with sin and hate and violence, and not be overcome. Here Jesus 

showed us that, in Paul’s words, ‘We are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us’. JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF LOVE.  

 

Our hope lies in Jesus’ not being there! Not among the tombs, not in the place 

of death and decay. He has arisen and gone on before us. Opening a new way 

for me, for us, for all – to a new future, with him, with all the people of God. 

What will it be like? We cannot know. But we will be embraced by God’s 

love.                   Noel 

And he took bread, gave thanks 
and broke it, and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is my body 
given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

 

They crucified him, and with 
him two others, one on each 
side, and Jesus in the centre. 
The notice read: ‘JESUS OF 

NAZARETH, KING OF THE JEWS’ 

 

“He is not here. He has 
risen! He is going ahead of 
you” Alleluia! 

 



 
WORDS FROM WOOKIE 
Hello my hooman friends 
I am not doing so well at the moment.  I hope you will be able to give me lots 
of sympathy because I need it!  The thing is, for two years my hoomans had 
far fewer meetings and things.  I know they spent an awful lot of time on 
their computers, often on that zoom thing (I get the ‘zoomies’ sometimes 
when I run around the house like mad, but I don’t think their ‘zoom’ is quite 

the same!).  But now 
everything has started up 
again.  You may be relieved 
that church activities have 
started, but I am not, 
because it means they leave 
me here!  And sometimes 
when they are both out, they 
leave me on my 
own!  Lockdown was 
absolutely great for 

me.  Now one of my hoomans always seems to be out at one thing or 
another and the other has started going down to his office in London.  I am 
not a happy bunny doggy (you hoomans have strange expressions!).   
Lots of (unhappy) woofs,  
Wookie 
PS The dog in the picture is not me, of course, but it’s a bit like me – except 
that I’m white - and almost as cute! 

 

 

 

Our building development was funded by the following 

 

The new hall was funded from the sale of the Bethel building 


