
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Churches work for relief of poverty and 

climate justice: Christian Aid Week 2022  

 
 

In Zimbabwe, the climate crisis is causing 

aching hunger for families like Jessica’s. 

We're raising our voices to call for climate 

justice. Together, we can restore justice to 

our world. 

 

“They will beat their swords into plough-

shares and their spears into pruning hooks. 

Nation will not take up sword against 

nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 

Everyone will sit under their own vine and 

under their own fig tree, and no one will 

make them afraid, for the Lord Almighty has 

spoken…” “He has shown you, O mortal, 

what is good. And what does the Lord 

require of you? To act justly and to love 

mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 

(Micah 4 & 6) 
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Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 
 

Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C                   

 

AS A UNITING CHURCH (METHODIST & URC):  
“We take our faith seriously and believe that God can speak to us through 
the study of the bible, through prayer and worshipping together. We want 
to develop our understanding so that we can grow in our discipleship and 
make a positive difference to our community and the world.” (UCS website) 

 
JUNE 2022 MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the June 2022 edition of the Magazine to be sent 
to Noel D by 18 May at the latest, but sooner if possible. Issue date: 
Sunday, 29 May 
 
NB This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the 
visually impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on 
memory stick for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a 
particular Sunday.   Please contact Les W for more information. 
If you would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine 
via email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  

 
Contacting us: 
Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, 
Swansea, SA2 9AH 
Website: www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk 

 
This magazine is printed by Instantprint on sustainable eco-friendly 
paper 
 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/


FROM THE MANSE 
 
Dear Friends 

 
May is known as a month of transition.  For us in the 
northern hemisphere, the spring flowers are blooming, 
birds are chirping and the sun is (hopefully) shining for 
longer each day.  

 
The name May is the modern-day English adaption of the Latin word Maius, 
which has its origins going back to the time of the ancient Greeks.  They 
named the month of May (or Maius) after the Greek goddess of growth. 

 
These themes of transition and growth are particularly relevant to us right 
now in Uniting Church Sketty.   
• On 10th May we have our special Church Meeting to discuss whether or 

not to register for same-sex marriage.  It is not simply the decision that is 
important here, but also the way in which we come to the decision and 
the way in which we deal with it afterwards.  I pray that we will conduct 
ourselves as individuals and as a community with grace and love.  As part 
of our prayerful preparation for this meeting, I invite you to read or re-
read the articles that have appeared in our recent magazines – and you 
may also like to watch a programme recently shown on BBC 2.  The 
programme is called ‘A Believer’s Guide to Settling Down’ – and episode 
1 is about a Christian couple who are about to move into their first home 
together and look for a church.  I highly recommend it as a part of our 
understanding of what it is like to be gay. 

• Then of course as a church we are beginning the transition of me leaving 
to take up ministry in North Bedfordshire followed by a year’s 
interregnum in UCS.  I believe that a year without a full-time minister 
could be an opportunity for our church to learn and grow together, with 
help of course from our retired ministers.  The Trustees will be meeting 
for an Away Day towards the end of May to look at what was, what is and 
what will be during this time of transition.  What do we need to let go of, 
in order to move forward?  What are we here for?  These are important 
questions for us to consider over the next year as we emerge from two 
years of covid. 

 



And in all these issues, we hold fast to the God who will not let us go:  So do 
not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand.  (Isaiah 41.10) 
With love,  

Leslie 
 
WORSHIP IN MAY (ONSITE AND ONLINE) – ALL AT 10.30AM 

1st May  Rev Leslie with Holy Communion 

8th May  Worship led by a UCS group 

15th May Rev Leslie, Christian Aid Sunday 

22nd May Rev Noel Davies 

26th May Thursday Communion Service 

29th May Rev Linda Woollacott 
In addition, our Circuit Easter Offering Service will take place in UCS at 6pm 
on Sunday 22nd May.  All are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY  
On Sunday 5th June, Pentecost Sunday, we will be having a joint service with 
our friends from the Asian Christian Fellowship.  It will be good once again to 
welcome Rev Irfan John and all the members for an uplifting service.  More 
details to follow nearer the time. 

 
DELYTH REES: IN MEMORIAM 

Delyth was born in May 1938 to Iris and Percy Thomas who lived in Baglan, 
Port Talbot. Percy was a teacher (later headteacher of Glanafan lower school) 
and Iris a piano teacher, organist and conductor of two choirs. Delyth 
attended the Mountain School and went on to Dyffryn Grammar School. It 
may come as no surprise to learn that she was head girl, being even then 
extremely diligent, reliable and conscientious. 
Just before she headed off to University, Delyth’s Uncle Tom invited her 
round to be a young person at the table as he had invited the new minister to 
tea. That was of course, Ivor. Delyth soon left for Aberystwyth University on a 
state scholarship to read English and French. Ivor and Delyth began a 
correspondence, which as Ivor remembers it, was mostly Delyth telling him 
all the things he should be doing as Minister. 



When she finished at University, her old school asked her to come back and 
start teaching straight away. It was at this point that her relationship with 
Ivor deepened, particularly after she asked him to give her a lift to the Barry 
Missionary Conference (as you do!) and they decided to get engaged to the 
great surprise – and delight – of the congregation of Wern, Port Talbot. They 
were married there in July 1962. They became Delyth and Mr. Rees (no 
informal Christian name terms for ministers in those days!) 
Initially, she carried on teaching, but when Lythan was born and later Dafydd 
came along, she became a homemaker. But in due course, as the family 
moved to ministries in Clapham, Ewell, Manselton and Rochdale, she 
returned to teaching – a calling that she loved – in Surrey, here in Swansea 
and in Rochdale. Delyth was offered early retirement in 1993 which left her 
free to focus on her other passion – being a follower of Jesus and a minister’s 
wife. A role she took very seriously. as she said in one of her talks: ‘you need 
the qualities of a thick skin, humour, patience, an adventurous spirit, ability 
to improvise and above all, a sure faith, unswerving loyalty to the aim of your 
husband’s work, love of God and his people.’ 
In 1996, Ivor and Delyth retired to Swansea and became members in Bethel 
URC, Delyth becoming a serving elder, in due course, in Bethel and in UCS 
(having already been called and ordained as an elder while in Bamford 
Church in Rochdale). Retirement was also filled: U3A, learning Welsh to ‘A 
level’ standard, the Glamorgan Historical Society, the Royal Institute, the 
Gower Chorale and, of course, all her church activities in Bethel and in UCS, 
and exercising her gift for generous hospitality. 
There was also her meticulous planning: for nutritional variety in family 
meals, for children’s outings, for moving house, for travel and journeys. 
Lythan says that every detail was thought about and planned ‘with military 
precision’.  
She was also committed to the wider church. Delyth, like Ivor, saw 
ecumenical partnerships locally and nationally as central to her Christian 
commitment. She served the wider church as synod representative and in a 
number of URC committees and rejoiced in all the global connections she and 
Ivor had made over the years. For all this she was treasured in all the 
churches that have been at the heart of her life of faith and worship. 
But central to her life, of course, was her family. Offering unconditional love 
and support. Always interested in their lives and proud of their achieve-
ments. When they have made significant steps and changes on their life 
journeys, she has been nothing but accepting. Lythan writes that ‘Mum gave 



her children and her grandchildren strong roots – she nurtured us and gave 
us a safe place in which to thrive. But she also gave us the wings to fly in the 
directions we felt called to rather than the ways she might have wanted us to 
go and supported us all the way. That is something very precious indeed.’ 
So we give thanks to God for all that Delyth was, by nature and by grace: for 
her long friendship and for shared meals, her care and companionship, her 
deep Christian faith and her local and global commitments, her skills in 
teaching, learning and nurturing and, in the last weeks of her life especially, 
her courage, her grace and her peace at the last.  

 

WE PRAY FOR… (sent by Janet N) 

For the past six months we have been praying for Madagascar. Please don’t 
forget Madagascar in your prayers, but we are now moving on to pray for 

other environmental projects and charities. This month it is LIVING LANDS 
AND WATERS in USA. 
Since 1998, Living lands and Waters has worked on 24 
rivers in 21 states and has hosted 1,145 community-
based clean-ups. It has cleaned up parts of the 
Mississippi, Illinois, Ohio and Tennessee Rivers. The 
community river cleanings happen with the assistance 
of thousands of volunteers of all ages – individuals, schools, community 
groups and businesses. 
The Garbage Barge is surrounded on three sides by ten feet high fencing. 
Almost everything that is collected on the barge is recycled at an event called 
“Recycle like a Rockstar”. 
The garbage barge also has an area designated for hazardous materials that 
are found during the clean-ups. 
WE PRAY for the work of LIVING LANDS and WATERS. We all know the 
advantages of clean water in our homes, but so many people don’t. We see 
rubbish in our streams, ponds and rivers at times, and we give thanks for 
people who do “water litter picks”. Rivers are lifelines for so many people for 
travel, bathing, fishing and swimming. We pray that groups in other parts of 
the world may follow the example of LIVING LANDS and WATERS. AMEN. 

 
ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 

On April 9th we held our first COME AND CHAT session about Eco matters. It 
was gratifying that thirteen people came. Many thanks to them for their 
support.   Adella introduced the session by explaining the ideas we have for 



future CHAT sessions, including topics such as solar panels, electric vehicles 
and seed swaps, working towards our Green Fayre next year. 
We had some questions on which to focus – such as…. 

• Which butter, margarine and spreads do you use? Why? 
One person in our group always uses butter for cooking and eating (after 
all, it was available long before butter substitutes). Others use spreadable 
butter for eating and Flora and Stork margarine for baking. 

• Milk – supermarket v milk deliveries to your door. 
Obviously, there are pros and cons as far as this question is concerned. 
For example, if you leave the house early for work, before your milkman 
delivers, this means that the milk is left outside all day and therefore can 
be wasted. The milk company which operates in this area is Totally 
Welsh. They expect you to register and order online, which is all well and 
good if you have a computer. They also like you to pay by direct debit or 
online. They charge £0.89 for one pint of whole, semi-skimmed and 
skimmed milk. How does this compare with what you pay in a 
supermarket? They also sell many other products which is useful if you 
are not able to go out. It also gives someone a job. I am making enquiries 
as to how you can order from a milkman if you don’t have a computer. 

• Other groups discussed items which could be bought in bulk, so that 
others could buy a few units e.g. recycled toilet paper, paper tissues and 
Faith in Beauty hair products. Is this something that others of you in UCS 
would be interested in joining? 

• We also discovered that some people use Eco Balls for washing clothes, 
but nearly everyone agreed that they are not very good at removing deep 
stains. Others use bamboo tooth products, including bamboo electric 
toothbrush heads. 

We ended our chat with reminders of our next events. 
On Wednesday 4th May at 4pm we will meet at UCS to do a litter pick in the 
streets nearby and walk to Singleton Park, because there may be a fair 
amount of litter around after the previous bank holiday. We plan that this 
will not be more than an hour. All equipment will be provided. 
On Saturday 11th June at 10.30am our topics for discussion will be ELECTRIC 
VEHICLES (see Les W’s article below) and SOLAR PANELS. We have members 
of the congregation who have both, so we can hear the pros and cons. Plus 
we have solar panels on our church roof. Please join us for this COME AND 
CHAT SESSION.                                                     

Janet N    



UNITING CHURCH SKETTY CONVERSATION ON WHETHER OR NOT TO 

REGISTER FOR SAME-SEX MARRIAGE 

This is the third of three magazine articles leading up 
to our special meeting on Tuesday 10th May at 
7.30pm.  The articles are intended to help each one 
of us think things through for ourselves, before we 
meet together to confer and to make a decision.  It 
might be helpful if you keep these magazines so that 
you can read and remind yourself of some of the issues, shortly before the 
meeting in May.  The articles will include questions for you to ponder – and 
maybe find a church friend to reflect with.  However, in all this, the most 
important thing to know is that it is okay to disagree with one another.  We 
can disagree kindly, and we can still hold one another in love, for there is 
always more that unites us than divides us. 

• The first article looked at the history of marriage itself. 
• The second article looked at scripture and sexuality. 
• This third article looks at theological understanding. 

 
Theological understanding 

At the end of the day, much of what divides Christians when it comes to 
issues of human sexuality is our theology – in other words, how we interpret 
scripture.  For example, here is a text which is often used to condemn same-
sex relationships and two possible interpretations of the same text. 
If a man has sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman, both of 
them have done what is detestable. They are to be put to death; their blood 
will be on their own heads.  (Leviticus 20.13) 
One interpretation: While these verses do condemn same sex activity 
between men, there are many laws in Leviticus that Christians do not apply 
to themselves today. For example, not wearing clothing made of mixed fibres 
(19:19), and not cutting the hair at the edges of your beard (19:27). These 
verses do not in themselves give any reason to condemn consensual, loving 
and faithful same sex relationships today.   
Another interpretation: These two verses are clear in their condemnation of 
male same sex activity. They form part of the laws of the People of God, and 
would have been assumed and accepted as the basis for understanding what 
sexual relationships are appropriate (even though we do not apply the death 
penalty) 
Think through these questions: 



1. To what extent do you believe Old Testament law/instructions for the 
early church should be lived out by Christians today?  What is your basis 
for deciding which rules still apply? 

2. Can you appreciate that someone else might have thoughtfully and 
prayerfully considered reasons for taking a different view? 

 
So how will the meeting on 10th May proceed? 
1. Everyone is invited to attend this meeting.  We hope you will be able to 

attend in person, but for those that cannot, we will zoom the meeting.   
2. Only members can vote, and only those present (or on zoom) can vote. 
3. In order to preserve harmony in the church, the Trustees feel that it is 

important to have a strong consensus before moving forward. Therefore, 
the Church Meeting will be asked to agree that the vote must be carried 
by at least 60%.  If any vote in favour is less than this, the status quo will 
be maintained. 

4. We will have ground rules for the meeting, which will include: 
• Listen to understand not to judge 
• Respect the feelings, experiences and views of other people 
• Express your views gently and disagree with others agreeably 
• Be aware of the potential impact of the subject on yourself and 

others 
• Remember you don’t have a monopoly on the ‘truth’. 
• This is a conversation—we all have a responsibility to ensure that 

all are heard and no one voice dominates the conversation 
5. These are the resolutions which we are required to vote on. 

a. To register the church building for same-sex marriage ceremonies. 
b. To consent to services of blessing for same-sex couples who are 

already married to take place in the church building, (whether or not 
the building is registered for same-sex marriage ceremonies.  

c. To nominate the Rev Linda Woollacott to be appointed by the 
Registrar to be present at the solemnization of marriages between a 
man and a woman (and of same-sex marriages if voted on) 
conducted in the church building. 

At the end of this meeting, whatever decision we will have come to, we will 
pray and commit ourselves to holding together in love, for given our different 
perspectives, there will be people who will be hurting, whatever the 
outcome.  I urge us all therefore to be gentle with one another. 
 
 



MY CAR 

It was back last summer, when my diesel-powered car was serviced and 
MOT’d, that I was warned to change it in the next six months or I would 
probably be facing bills of 1000s of pounds.  I was disappointed because I was 
hoping to go electric for my next car but didn’t feel quite ready for it – it 
seemed the technology needed to be developed a bit more first. 

On 31st January I took delivery of a 
second hand, all electric, Renault 
Zoe which still had 8 months on its 
guarantee.  I reckon I paid about 
£6000 more for it than I would 
have spent on a more traditional 
car.  At that time neither the hike 
in petrol and diesel prices nor the 
Ukraine war had happened, but it 

turned out to be a good time to make the switch to electricity.  Even without 
those factors I would not want to switch back again. 
It is not yet right for everyone, but for myself, who does mainly local driving, 
it is ideal.  All my journeys take me past Sketty Primary School and it is not 
unusual for me to be stopped by the lollipop man.  No longer am I pumping 
out diesel fumes into the path of the children, and when stopped, I am 
literally using zero energy.  
With my relatively low mileage I reckon the pay-back time of that £6000 will 
be about ten years.  However, if I was still commuting to work in Baglan, I 
think it would probably be half that.  I charge the car up once a week, 
spending about £3-£4 a time on electricity whereas I was spending £70+ per 
month on diesel.  Even at the new and projected electricity prices I will easily 
save £50 a month. 
I can understand people who regularly use the car for longer trips might 
suffer from “range anxiety”, but that does not impact on me, and anyway it is 
improving daily as the infrastructure gets put into place.  The car is a joy to 
drive, although there are a few quirks you need to get used to.  Because we 
live at the top of a hill, every time we come down to church we gain 2-3 miles 
of range on the indicator.  However, we lose 4-5 miles of range when we 
return home again up the hill, so it balances out.  
I keep the “eco” setting switched on, which does limit the performance a 
little.  It gives me an eco-score on my driving of 94% - I haven’t found a way 
of improving on that. 



There are questions that need to be asked about the ethics behind going 
electric – particularly about how some of the rare earth metals which are 
used get onto the world markets.  However, I do think this is the future, the 
main alternative seems to be Hydrogen as a clean fuel.  Remember the 
Hindenberg disaster?  Can we really have millions of cars carrying tanks of 
Hydrogen on our roads?  

Les W 
 
COMMITMENT FOR LIFE AND WHAT ITS ALL ABOUT 

Commitment for Life is the United Reformed 
Church's global justice programme and celebrates 
its 30th anniversary this year. 
"Our work is about meeting immediate need and 
supporting sustainable transformational change, 
mainly through supporting the work of Christian Aid and Global Justice Now. 
Christian Aid has repeatedly praised the work of Commitment for Life. We 
are unique. We are the reason why The URC gives by far the most per capita 
than any other denomination. Christian Aid really do want us to continue!” 
Our income: 
75% goes to Christian Aid, and supports long term projects in three selected 
countries 
5% goes to Global Justice Now to support its stand against poverty. 
20% is for administration, advocacy, education and grants 
We support The Fairtrade Foundation, Jubilee Debt Campaign and the 
Climate Coalition. 
Commitment for Life has chosen to support Bangladesh, Zimbabwe and Israel 
and the Occupied Palestinian territory from June 2022 for the next seven 
years. Here are three reports about the work there: 
 
Bangladesh: Crab farming communities have experienced challenges in the 
last year due to Covid-19 as lockdown measures stopped the export and 
selling of crabs. The local Christian Aid partner quickly responded to help with 
alternative opportunities such as duck rearing and mask manufacturing, as 
well as continuing crab farming training. I saw crab farming training when I 
went on the Christian Aid/Commitment for Life visit fifteen years ago. It is 
extremely gratifying to hear that this training continues to offer a sustainable 
income with its huge health and lifestyle benefits for so many villages. 
 



Zimbabwe: Women farmers struggle to access finance to help them improve 
their income and businesses. This means it's very difficult to be resilient with 
the hyperinflation in Zimbabwe, economic crisis, dry spells and Covid-19. A 
small local training course with a Christian Aid partner, in internal savings and 
lending (ISALs), farming as a business, growing small grains and rearing small 
livestock helped them to maximise the potential of their land. As a result of 
their success women have seen a change in their standing in the community. 
Having more income has meant that more girls are able to finish school. 
Training and investment have given this community opportunities for the 
future. 
 
Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory: The Covid-19 pandemic 
continues to have an enormous impact on the lives of Palestinians, 
exacerbating human rights violations and affecting everything from access to 
health care to the economy. This continues to have knock-on effects for the 
most marginalised and vulnerable. The Christian Aid partner, the Culture and 
Free Thought Association (CFTA) in Gaza has been working in advocacy and 
training, enabling people to make positive changes in their community. In the 
community of Abu Rashwan there are no properly functioning sewage or 
water services and electricity shortages are common. With support and 
training from CFTA, a community committee mobilised and coordinated with 
the private and municipal sectors to purchase and install solar panel street-
lights and secure the development of newly paved roads. 
 

GLOBAL JUSTICE NOW 
This is a non-government organisation based in the UK 
that campaigns on issues of global justice and 
development in the global south. Much of their 
research is aimed at attempting to demonstrate how 
corporate power, supported by governments, has an 

adverse effect on those living in poverty. 
Its aims are: 

• to work with and amplify the voices of groups that are fighting the 
takeover of their resources, such as food, water and energy. 

• to mobilise people in the UK to create change 

• to use political systems to control the power of big businesses. 
For example, climate action campaigns focus on: 

• changing international trade rules which give power to corporations and 
block climate action 



• changing how international aid support fossil fuel infrastructure in the 
global south 

• changing a global debt system which locks the global south into 
dependency on rich countries and prevents them from investing in 
climate action. 

 
Another example is, raising awareness about the stark inequality in access to 
Covid-19 vaccines. This campaign challenges the systemic injustice that 
allows large pharmaceutical corporations to charge extortionate prices to 
health services. 
 
I am the Commitment for Life link person at UCS. 2021 has been a productive 
year for Commitment for Life in the URC nationally. I am hoping that in 2022 
we can, as we always do at UCS, offer our prayers, energy and enthusiasm to 
support the rollout of justice at a time of incredible hardship. 

Mary J 
 

PRAYER OF LAMENTATION  
Establish the work of our hands, O God.  
WE CALL TO YOU, GOD OF CREATION  
faithful to us by the trees of Eden;  
WE CALL TO YOU, GOD OF REDEMPTION  
faithful to us on the tree of Calvary;  
WE CALL TO YOU, GOD OF FULFILMENT  
faithful to us from the tree of life’s healing. 
 We are your people so answer us, O God, from the streets of your city, from 
your river of life, from your throne in heaven.  
ANSWER US NOW  
in words of power and mighty deeds. Speak to our cries of ‘how long.’ How 
long will the bellies of children lie empty? How long will their mothers pray in 
vain? How long will temperatures rise beyond record? How long will the 
clouds fail to give rain? How long will the crop fields turn into dust? How long 
will the floods cover the plain? How long will so few live with far too much? 
How long will so many be denied what they need? How long before the 
healing of nations? How long will injustice and suffering remain? But heaven, 
we know, this is much of our making; our scapegoats, our alibis, they all know 
the truth: Our pointing the finger and prayers of ‘how long’ echo back on our 
piety and demand us to answer  
HOW LONG, HOW LONG?  



How long will indifference, inequality and injustice deny compassion, healing 
and fullness of life? Come and come soon Lord. Let the peoples rejoice, from 
Eden to Calvary, from heaven to earth. Lift every voice to sing, ‘Amen!’ 
Establish the work of our hands.  

 
BLESSING  
In the name of God who plants the seed of justice: Be hungry. 
In the name of Christ who hangs on the tree of love: Be fruitful.  
And in the name of the Spirit who inspires God’s will in our hearts and our 
lives: Be celebrated.  
You are Christ’s people, here and throughout the world, now and forever. 
Amen. 

(from the prayer resources for Christian Aid Week 2022) 

 
 
 
 

WESLEY CLUB – TUNEFUL MEMORIES (from Pauline L) 
Can you recall a song or piece of music that takes you back to a special time 
in your past? Well – at a recent Wesley Club meeting, several members did 
just that! It was an evening of reminiscing and laughter, which produced an 
eclectic mix of songs all with special memories attached.  
With the assistance of Google and Spotify, ably managed by Jan, it was a 
pleasure to listen to popular artists from the past few decades, such as Perry 
Como, Mario Lanza, Bill Haley, Max Boyce and several more. 
It was also enjoyable to hear the reasons – mostly happy, some sad, for 
which they were remembered. 
One song no-one remembered was requested by Linda, who as a little girl in 
1956, danced and sang to ‘A Smile and a Ribbon’ by Patience and Prudence. 
Having done a little research, I found out these were the young daughters of 
Mark McIntyre who wrote the music. I guarantee, if you google ‘Patience and 
Prudence’ and play the song, you will not be able to resist singing along! 
And Linda remembered all the words! Well done, Linda! 
 A smile is something special, 
A ribbon is something rare, 
So I'll be special and I'll be rare with a smile and a ribbon in my hair 
. 
 A very enjoyable evening which I’m sure we will have again. 

NOTE: Next Coffee Morning – Saturday 7th May, 10am-12 noon. 
Proceeds for Christian Aid. 



MESSY CHURCH: “GOING BANANAS” 

On Saturday April 2nd our Messy Church 
participants took off in our imaginary plane heading 
for Banana Island.  
The pilot, Lily, announced the take-off speech whilst 
the stewardess, Hannah, demonstrated the safety 
routine.  Lights showed up the landing strip.  
On the island we encountered a time travel tent 
from which Noah (played so well by Les) emerged.  Noah explained 
how people considered he was “going bananas” building his huge ark. 
However, he had the last laugh. He also explained how the rainbow 

was God’s promise he would never again flood 
the whole earth.  Noah knew that God kept his 
promises.  
Activities included decorating animal biscuits 
with rainbow-coloured sprinkles,  
origami boats to provide 

safety to take the biscuits home, animal masks, 
parachute games and writing prayers as a 
message in a bottle.  Refreshments also followed 
the animal/banana theme. The return flight back 
to Sketty completed the fun. 
A good time was had by the nine children along 
with some parents and three teenage helpers.    
We look forward to returning to the island for more adventures on  
Saturday May 14th.                  Linda J 
 
OPEN CLOTHING STORE / SPRING DROP-IN (from Adella P) 

On March 28th the doors of UCS were opened to people who are seeking 
sanctuary so that instead of sending requests to Unity in Diversity for items 
they wanted from the Clothing Store at the church, they could choose what 
they wanted and take it away with them. 
People from 19 households, some with children or babies attended and had 8 
large tables worth of items to choose from plus the opportunity to visit the 
upstairs room in the church where all the clothing is kept, assisted by some of 



the UiD volunteers who helped the visitors look for specific sizes, garments 
etc 

In addition to being able to choose these items, the visitors were able to sit 
and chat and enjoy refreshments provided and delivered by some members 
of the church who came together to provide the hospitality. 
A few people had too many items to take home with them on the bus, so 
their items were delivered on the following Thursday as part of the usual 
Thursday afternoon Clothing Store Deliveries. 
The event was advertised through the UiD What’s App group and English 
classes, and through Swansea Asylum Seeker Support (SASS) English classes. 
A big thank you goes to all that volunteered on the day, making the 
afternoon an enjoyable experience for all concerned.  Councillor Mike Day, 
who is interested to know how the Clothing Store is going to develop for the 
local community as well, also called in. I have already had someone refer to 
‘when they visit next time’.  Watch this space!! 
PS:  We can now confirm that the next Clothing Store Drop in will be on 
Monday 16th May. 
 

TWO ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM ROSEMARY B:  
Folk Dancing will meet again on Monday 25th April and then on a weekly 
basis. However, we do not meet on Bank Holiday Mondays. We are a very 
friendly group and welcome all who would like to come and join us. Why not 
give us a try! No experience is necessary just a wish for some exercise and to 
meet others. We look forward to seeing you. 
Flower rota: There are still spaces available on the flower rota from August to 
the end of the year. If you would like to give flowers one week, please sign 
your name against your preferred date on the sheet on the notice board in 
the foyer. Alternatively, you can contact Rosemary  
I look forward to hearing from you. 

 
COVER TO COVER 
Our next book on May 5th will be “Still Life” by Sarah Winman - Pat will be 
our guide.  
I will lead our June discussion of “A Month in the Country” by J L Carr. 
It was decided to keep meeting via Zoom until we return in September from 
our Summer break when (Covid Permitting) we will aim to meet at UCS.                              
                         Mike W 

 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Pat was delighted to be able to accept an invitation 
to the Swansea University Degree Ceremony when 
Elizabeth E was awarded her Doctor of Philosophy 
(PhD) degree on April 5th at the new Arena. It was 
wonderful to welcome Elizabeth back to Swansea 
for a few hours, to meet her family and to catch up. 
As many readers will remember, she was a steward 
in UCS and one of the tech team. I asked Elizabeth 
to tell us about her work: “Elizabeth now works at 
the University of Manchester's Henry Moseley X-
ray Imaging Facility as an Experimental Officer. She 
is continuing the work she did for her PhD, using X-

ray CAT scanning (computed tomography scanning) to help others X-ray their 
own samples. Recent objects have included engineering materials, charcoal 
as an alternative fuel source, powders for 3D printing, orangutan bones, 
and a butterfly!” We wish her well for the future and hope that we can still 
keep in touch! 
 

PASTORAL UPDATE (from Gwen D) 

• Our thoughts and prayers are with Ivor and his family following the loss 
of our dear friend Delyth.  We will all miss Delyth’s quiet caring nature, 
her wisdom and her friendship. 

• Our thoughts and prayers are also with Jean M. As this goes to press, 
we’ve heard that Roy has died. We give thanks for all he was by nature 
and by grace and pray for God’s peace and comfort for his family.  

• We send our love and best wishes to Annalene, who is hoping to have 
planned surgery by the end of April. Also to Barbara Griffiths who, at the 
time of writing, is home from hospital  

• Our love and congratulations to Myrna and her family following the birth 
of Aria, Great Granddaughter to Myrna.   

• We are very sad that David and Peggy are leaving us; we will miss them 
and pray they will soon settle into their new home. 
 

SKETTY ADVENTURERS  
After discussion with my wonderful team of leaders, we felt the time was 
right to relaunch on-site Adventurers during the Sunday morning service. 



During this two-year absence, we have kept in touch with our Adventurers by 
use of monthly newsletters.  
Lockdown provided us with time to look at the material we have been using 
previously and amend it to suit our needs, dealing with a small number of 
children with a wide age range from 4 to 11years.   
On Sunday April 3rd it was wonderful to welcome back four of our 
Adventurers to meet in our newly decorated premises. We decided to change 
our timing by going into our group after a short blessing immediately after 
the first hymn and return during the last hymn to explain to the congregation 
the things we have been doing. We have since amended this and our 
Adventurers “Show and Tell” now happens after the version of the service 
that goes out on YouTube has finished.  
In this first session, we enjoyed playing games which were designed to help 
us “Get to know each other”. We also developed a questionnaire to use with 
members of the congregation during coffee time.  
Our show and tell involved display of our newly made name badges and the 
request for the congregation to help us fill in our questionnaire sheets.   
We look forward to hopefully encouraging our group to grow in number but 
believe, even if our numbers are small, we are actively encouraging the next 
generation to know the love of Jesus.  

Linda J  
 

 

A PRAYER FOR UKRAINE:  
God of all peoples and nations, who created all things alive and breathing, 
united and whole, show us the way of peace that is your overwhelming 
presence.  We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine and Russia, every child 
and every adult. We long for the time when weapons of war are beaten into 
ploughshares, when nations no longer lift up sword against nation.  
We cry out to you for peace; protect those who only desire and deserve to 
live in security and safety. Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives 
of their loved ones. Be with those who are bereaved. Change the hearts of 
those set on violence and aggression and fill leaders with the wisdom that 
leads to peace. Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour, a passion for justice 
to prevail and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace.  
Creator of all, hear our prayer, bring us peace and make us whole. Amen  

(from the Christian Aid website) 

 



FROM THE TREASURER 

 

  
 

Update: UCS money raised for Ukraine via the DEC now stands at 
£8029.50 to which Gift Aid (where appropriate) is to be added, bringing 
the total to date of £9957.50. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
SKETTY FOODBANK COLLECTION TIN 

If you’ve stayed for tea or coffee after the service in the last few weeks, you 
may have noticed a blue Sketty Foodbank collection tin.  As agreed at the 
church meeting, we have this collection tin there in place of the coffee 
collection box which we used to have on the hatch after the service. Any 
donations, however small, are much appreciated by the Foodbank.   If you’d 
thought of making a donation of food to the Foodbank but felt it 
inconvenient to buy food and bring it in, you might like to consider putting 
some cash into the collection tin instead.    The Foodbank is happy to receive 
donations in either form.  The number of people helped by the Foodbank 
continues to increase.        Ian G 

Rosemary writes: On March 21st Wesley Club had a very interesting and 
informative talk by Mickey Bryant who is very much involved with ELWA, the 
charity that supports a hospital in Liberia. We heard all about the much-needed 
work there and the people it supports. We all wanted to help support this very 
worthwhile charity so had a collection, raising £137, which we were able to hand 
over to Mickey.         



LOVE IS…  
A reflection by the editor 
During the Sundays of May, which will be the third to the seventh Sundays of 
the Easter period, we are invited to read and reflect on passages from John’s 
First Letter. The Letter was probably written towards the end of the first 
century to Christians in Asia, present-day Turkey. It was addressed, according 
to C.H. Dodd, to churches ‘whose fellowships were divided, where unity of 
belief and teaching was broken and the rank and file were disturbed and 
perplexed.’ 
The Letter starts by reminding readers of the ground of their Christian faith: 
“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—
this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.” We can hear echoes here of 
the words from the beginning of John’s Gospel: “In the beginning was the 
Word… and the Word became flesh.” Jesus, God with us, is the heart and 
foundation of our faith. Then in the passages to be read during May, the 
author explores what it means to build our Christian life on this faith in Jesus: 

• “We are children of God” because “the Father has lavished great love 

upon us” (1 John 3.1ff) 

• But what does love mean? “This is how we know what love is: Jesus 

Christ laid down his life for us.” Love, then, is self-giving for the sake of 

the other (1 John 3.16ff) 

• This means that at the heart of the Christian life is the commandment: 

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. 

Everyone who love comes from God and knows God… because GOD IS 

LOVE. Whoever lives in love, lives in God and God in them” (1 John 4.7 & 

16) 

• For John and his disciples, believing and loving go together: “Everyone 

who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who 

loves the father loves his child also… This is love for God: to keep his 

commands [to love].” (1 John 5.1 & 3). 

• There’s one more link in the chain: believing, loving and ‘knowing that 

you have eternal life’, a life with God in Christ, both now and to eternity.  

FOR REFLECTION: What does ‘living in love’ mean for our behaviour 
within the church and in our wider society? Think of examples of 
Christian love in action. 



WORDS FROM WOOKIE 

Hello my hooman friends.   
I’ve been thinking recently about some very strange expressions you 
hoomans have and one that caught my attention is the phrase ‘creature 
comforts’.  I understand from one of your hooman dictionaries that it means 
‘things that you need to feel comfortable in a place’.  I haven’t been able to 
find out how that expression developed or what its origin was (if you know, 
please tell me!).  But it makes me wonder, what are your ‘creature 
comforts’?  What do you need to feel 
comfortable in a place?  Personally, I 
know what makes me comfortable, 
and when I sit on the sofa, I push the 
cushions down so that I am extra 
comfortable!  And it turns out that I 
am a ‘three-cushion dog’ as you can 
see from this photo! 
Lots of woofs,  
Wookie. 

 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: The Bible talks about comfort too. So it’s not 
just for dogs! 
 
Isaiah said, “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem …” (Isaiah 40.1) 
 
Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted” 
(Matthew 5.4) 
 
Jesus also said, “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with 
you. But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he will teach you all things… Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you… Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 
14.25-27) 
 
Paul writes, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God” (2 Corinthians 1.3-4) 

https://www.learnreligions.com/god-the-father-701152
https://www.learnreligions.com/origin-of-the-son-of-god-700710


THE FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, May 26th, is Ascension Day. 
Luke provides his understanding of 
this ‘event’ at the end of his Gospel: 
‘…Jesus lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. While he was blessing 
them, he left them and was taken up 
into heaven. Then they worshipped 
him and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy.’ How do you begin to 
represent this experience in art? 
What do you see in this image? In 
these words? 

 

 

 

“The Ascension is a celebration of the glory of humanity, the unlikely 
possibilities of people like you and me, the eternal potential locked 
up in our muddled struggling lives. And a celebration too of God’s 
capacity, through his Holy Spirit, to reach into those parts of 
humanity that are so far from glorious, that are rebellious and 
troubled and broken, to breathe through them, to take them home, 
to drop them into that fire and melt them and recast them. The 
promise of the Father is that we as Christians will receive that level 
and dimension of divine life that we call ‘Holy Spirit’, so that, like 
Jesus, we will find that nothing human is alien to us. And the promise 
of the Father is that by the love of Christ spreading through us and in 
us, the world may be brought home to Christ, who brings it home to 
his Father. We who are his body, ‘the fullness of him who fills all in 
all’ have to hear with his ears and see with his eyes. In the midst of a 
humanity flailing and struggling, failing and suffering, we see and we 
hear what God can do. We remember that Christ has ‘raised our 
human nature / in the clouds at God’s right hand’, and our 
compassion is deepened a hundred-fold, our awareness of pain is 
deepened a hundred-fold, and (please God) by the gift of the Spirit, 
our hope is deepened a thousand-fold.  

from © Rowan Williams 2009 (Ascension Day 2009, Westminster 
Abbey) 



 
 

The Big Day Out this year will celebrate the 50th Anniversary. It would 
be good if a number of us could attend from UCS. Synod has arranged 
a bus which will start in Sketty and then go on to Manselton. PLEASE 

CONSIDER GOING and let me know if you’d like to go. Thanks, Pat  

 
 
 

The building development was funded by the following       

                                                      
The new hall was funded from the sale of the Bethel building 
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