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“…And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit”

Father, Son and Spirit: One God forever! 



 

Minister: The Reverend Leslie Jane Noon 
Senior Elder: Pat D 
Senior Steward: Jan C 

AS A UNITING CHURCH (METHODIST & URC):  
“We take our faith seriously and believe that God can speak to us through 
the study of the bible, through prayer and worshipping together. We want 
to develop our understanding so that we can grow in our discipleship and 
make a positive difference to our community and the world.” (UCS website) 

 
JULY 2022 MAGAZINE 
All items for inclusion in the July 2022 edition of the Magazine to be sent to 
Noel D  16 June at the latest, but sooner if possible. Issue date: Sunday, 26 
June 
 
NB This magazine is available on memory stick as an audio file for the 
visually impaired. We are also able to record some of our services on 
memory stick for anyone unable to attend, whether regularly or on a 
particular Sunday.   Please contact Les W for more information. If you 
would like to receive the weekly notices and/or monthly magazine via 
email (.pdf file) please contact Lynne W.  
 

 
Contacting us: 
Uniting Church Sketty, Dillwyn Road, Sketty, 
Swansea, SA2 9AH 
Website: www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk 

 
This magazine is printed by Instantprint on sustainable eco-friendly 
paper 
 
 

http://www.unitingchurchsketty.org.uk/


FROM THE MANSE 

 
Dear Friends 

 
There are a few little bits that I want to mention in my 
letter this month. 

 
Firstly, we held a grace-filled meeting on 10th May in which we discussed 
whether or not to register our building to conduct same-sex marriages.  A 
number of people were able to share their views and it was moving to hear 
the faith and the thought that was behind what they said.  In the end, the 
Church Meeting voted overwhelmingly to register for same-sex 
marriages.  Such a decision means that we can continue to declare, with 
honesty and humility, that we are on a journey to becoming a more inclusive 
church.  This is not a destination as such (because we will never arrive), but it 
is a journey that we will travel together.  I thank God for this. 

 
On Sunday, 5th June, our morning worship will be a shared service with the 
Asian Christian Fellowship.  This is Pentecost Sunday, and of course the world 
around us will be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  Pentecost (and 
the Jubilee) are good occasions on which to renew our connections to one 
another, and we look forward to renewing our connections with our friends 
from the Asian Christian Fellowship.  Rev Irfan John and I are planning this 
service together.  Afterwards there will be refreshments to share (provided 
by ACF) and I hope a good number will be able to stay and continue the 
fellowship together. 

 
On Sunday 26th June our morning service will be a memorial service in which 
we will give thanks and remember all those in our church family who have 
died since January 2020.  Because of the various lockdowns and Covid 
restrictions it means that we have not had the opportunity to give thanks for 
their lives in a corporate way.  In addition, this service will also be an 
opportunity for all of us to remember loved ones who have died – whether 
recently or in the more distant past.  Grief does not end, we just learn to live 
with it. 

 
These three things – registering to become a church that will offer same-sex 
weddings, our joint service with the Asian Christian Fellowship and our 
Memorial and Thanksgiving service – speak to us of connections. Connections 



to the LGBTQ+ community, who have so often been abused or excluded by 
the church; connections to fellow Christians who have a different culture or 
background to us; connections to those who have gone to glory but who live 
forever in our hearts and minds. 

 
Making such connections is good.  Paul says this about connections in his 
letter to the Romans (12.4-5):  For just as each of us has one body with many 
members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ 
we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 

 
May connection with one another and with God abound!  

With love, Leslie 

 
WORSHIP IN JUNE (ONSITE AND ONLINE) – ALL AT 10.30am 

5th June  Joint service with the Asian Christian Fellowship 

12th June Rev Noel Davies including communion, Bible Month 1 

19th June Adella Pritchard, Bible Month 2 

26th June Rev Leslie Noon, memorial service, Bible Month 3 

 
LESLIE’S FINAL SERVICES 

In addition, you may wish to note that Leslie’s final service in UCS will be on 

the morning of Sunday 24th July and that there will be a Circuit Farewell 

Service at 6pm at UCS on the same day.  Rev Noel and Rev Linda will be 

preaching at the Circuit Farewell Service. 

A TRIBUTE TO ROY M 

Roy and Jean arrived in Sketty only a year or so before Covid hit us.  But from 
the very moment they entered our church, we knew that they both walked 
closely with God. 

 
Roy’s health was never very good, indeed that was one of the reasons they 
moved from Bradford to Swansea, in order to be nearer their daughter, 
Andrea.  It was hard, especially for Roy, coming into a church where he 
wasn’t known.  For in St Andrew’s Methodist Church, Bradford, he had served 
in so many different ways, including being a Circuit Steward.  As Roy himself 
said ‘there he was someone, in UCS he was no one’.  But, actually, that’s not 
true, because his deep and sincere faith shone through, and brought many of 



us to tears when we watched him singing hymns with an expression of 
devotion to God on his face. 
 

Over recent months, Roy had not been at all well and needed to go into Pen y 
Bryn for full time care.  He died, with Jean and family at his side, on 11th 
April.  At his funeral, we remembered his life and all he meant to so many 
people.  Wearing bright colours, family and friends gave thanks for his life 
and especially that Roy could truly say ‘Jesus, my Lord, my life, my way, my 
end’. 

Leslie Noon 
 

Leslie’s reference to Roy’s joy in hymn-singing reminded me of the hymns we 

sang at his funeral. Jean tells me that ‘Roy sang hymns with gusto and meant 
every word of them’! So here is a verse from each of the hymns, to help us 

celebrate the faith by which Roy lived and died, and which we are privileged to 
share: 

 
No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
bold I approach the eternal throne, 
and claim the crown, through Christ, my own.  

(Charles Wesley, Singing the Faith No. 345) 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine: O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God; born of his Spirit, washed in his blood: 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day long. 

(Francis Jane van Alstyne [Fanny Crosby], Singing the Faith, No. 548) 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not; 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever will be.  

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!  

(Thomas O. Chisholm, Singing the Faith, No. 51) 



 PENTECOST (SUNDAY 5th JUNE) 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
come fire of love,  
renew the earth with your touch, 
cleanse the polluted waters of creation, 
restore balance, 
bring healing, 
pour out energy, 
lighten skies darkened by sin.  
 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
come, renewer of life, 
nourish the potential in us all. 
In our work and in our leisure, 
waken us to fresh possibilities. 
In our family and community life,  
nurture and inspire our creativity in all things. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
come, wind of God, 
whisper your tender words of healing 
in the ears of the sick, 
breathe your spirit of comfort 
around those who mourn, 
stir hearts hardened by despair 
to new life and hope.  

 
Drive us out of our spiritual ghettoes 
to glimpse new ways to witness, 
new ways to use our wealth, 
new ways to work for peace, 
new ways of being the people you call us to be. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
renew the whole creation. Amen. 

(Kate McIlhagga, in Encompassing Presence, The CWM Prayer Handbook for 
1993) 

 



TRINITY SUNDAY (12th JUNE)  
 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
God, Mother, Saviour and Friend, 
God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer; 
Trinity, God Three in One, 
perfect community, 
we worship and adore you. 
 
Today women and men 
will be dazzled by your glory. 
In the bright light of your presence, 
in the searing, searching light of your presence, 
may we lovingly, willingly respond, like Isaiah, 
‘Here am I – send me’ 
 
Today earth and humanity 
will be drawn to your cross. 
As the world’s foundations shake 
and creation’s crowning glory is stretched on a tree, 
may we be brought, without blemish, 
into community with Christ. 
 
Today all has been revealed. 
All has come together: 
crib and cross and empty tomb, 
garden and road and upper room. 
May we in our place and time take the yoke, 
hear the call and join the community of saints. 
 
The circle is complete: 
the three in one and one in three. 
God ever living, ever loving, ever present, 
the community of Three in One. Amen. 

(Kate McIlhagga, in Encompassing Presence, The CWM Prayer Handbook for 
1993) 

 
 
 

This is a version of Rublev’s icon of the 
Trinity from the 11th century, depicting 

the Trinity as the three visitors that 
came to Abraham at the Oak of Mamre. 



I invited Leslie to let me include in this magazine the sermon she preached 

at our Christian Aid service on May 15th. I’m grateful for the challenging 

words and for her willingness to let us read it. You may want to read Amos 

5.21-24 and Luke 4.16-20 before you read the sermon:  

I wonder how you feel when you turn on the news these days and see what’s 
happening in the world… in Ukraine… in the UK with rising energy costs and 
food prices. I wonder how you feel?  I wonder whether you feel angry? 
I wonder also whether you ever think about what’s not making it onto the 
news. Why Johnny Depp and Amber Heard are news, when people dying of 
poverty are not. When Party-gate and Beer-gate are news and growing 
inequality in the world is not. No doubt we can all think of reasons, many 
good, why certain stories make the headlines and others don’t. But often it 
means that we continue to live in blissful ignorance of the reality of our 
world, unaware of what is going on in places such as Ethiopia, Yemen, 
Afghanistan and others. And I wonder too, if this should also make us angry – 
or are we (am I?) simply too comfortable and too lazy or apathetic to care 
enough to get angry?  Note that I’m asking this of myself as well as of you. 
The prophet Amos sounds angry in the words (you have just read – and can 
see later in this Magazine) and perhaps we need to hold up what he said as a 
mirror – both to ourselves and to our society.  Amos railed against those who 
offered empty gestures and platitudes but continued to oppress the 
poor.  He demanded justice; he painted a picture of what the world could 
look like if people paid attention to others.  He, like other prophets, was filled 
with righteous anger. 
When the world is full of injustice, violence, hunger, etc., it is easy to become 
overwhelmed to the extent that we are paralysed.  And when we look at 
issues such as climate change or humanitarian disaster, it’s easy to forget the 
small personal stories and situations that lie behind the big issues.  News 
agencies know this.  It’s interesting that what we hear coming out of Ukraine 
is not just the big picture, but the small picture, the individual accounts that 
people tell.  Maybe it’s these stories that enable us to be moved enough to 
do something – to pray, to give, to act (as the Christian Aid slogan tells us). 
There are times when, I think, it is right to be angry.  How we express that 
anger is, of course, crucial.  When it turns to vitriol and unkindness (as so 
often it does), that’s unacceptable, let me be clear on that.  But when 
righteous anger leads to action, then that is positive.  Therefore, anger is not 
to be dismissed or condemned.  There is much to be angry about.  We live in 
a world where the rich and powerful live at the expense of the poor and 
vulnerable.  And Christian Aid exists to tackle this. 



We are often afraid of anger.  We too often cling to an image of Jesus as 
‘meek and mild’.  But today we’ve read again from Luke’s Gospel Jesus’ own 
mission statement of what he stood for. (And let’s remember the reaction of 
those who heard him, who just after the verses we’ve read, tried to throw 
him off the cliff).  We see Jesus in the temple, angry to the point of 
overturning tables.  Yet this was not an act of violence, but a symbolic 
expression of anger in the prophetic tradition, disrupting the actions of those 
who would discriminate and exploit the poorest. 
We should all be angry at the state of our world – and we should all repent 
where we have been – and are – complicit with the injustice that exists.  We 
need to find a way to channel our anger, that will give us the energy, passion 
and commitment that is needed to change the world.  This is absolutely what 
Christian Aid is about.  Jesus’ anger leads to justice, showing that a different 
way is not only possible, but is required of the people who follow him. 
In the midst of lament – God is with us, weeping, knowing what it is to watch 
helplessly as his child was brutally disposed of at the hands of the Roman war 
machine. 
In the midst of anger – God is with us, roaring with pain and frustration that 
over millennia humanity is still getting this so wrong. 
In the midst of our actions for justice and our longing for the world to be 
different – God is with us. 
And God is at the heart of all that Christian Aid is and seeks to do. 
As Christians, as churches, we must do more than simply talk about God’s 
love.  It is our job to demonstrate God’s love in action.  We do this by 
supporting Christian Aid, by our work with refugees and asylum seekers and 
by the support we seek to give to so many different charities and causes over 
each year.  We know what is required of us – we need courage to take up the 
task.  What does God want from us?  ‘Justice – oceans of it.  Fairness – rivers 
of it.’   
Today, Christian Aid Sunday, is the day to cling to those words and realize 
that they demand of us repentance for our past actions and present 
privileges, and to commit ourselves: to love without measure, to act for 
justice and to give what we can so that others may live.   
But not just today.  Every day.  For justice, love and compassion are at the 
heart of God and, therefore, at the heart of what we are called to be and to 
do. Real faith doesn’t skip the reality of life. On this Christian Aid Sunday, we 
can turn our righteous anger into hope.  That’s the work of the Kingdom of 
God – and one that we cheerfully and enthusiastically embrace. 
 



A STORY FROM ZIMBABWE (read during the Christian Aid service) 
When the world is full – full of injustice, violence, hunger – it is easy to forget 
the small personal stories and situations that lie behind the big issues.  News 
agencies know this.  It’s interesting that what we hear coming out of Ukraine 
is not just the big picture, but the small picture, the individual accounts that 
people tell.  Maybe it’s these stories that enable us to be moved enough to 
do something – to pray, to give, to act (as the Christian Aid slogan tells us). 

Are you hungry? What’s for dinner 
tonight? Maybe you’re looking 
forward to fish and chips, pasta, or 
your favourite family meal around the 
table.  Jessica Mwedzi, a loving mum 
in Zimbabwe, fears her family won’t 
eat tonight. When food is scarce, she 
can only give her children one bowl 
of porridge a day. She shares her 
heartbreak: ‘My children crave a 

decent meal, but I can’t provide. It pains me to send them to bed hungry.’ For 
Jessica, drought means every day is a struggle for survival. Like many women 
in Zimbabwe, she toils on her farm, but no food can grow on her ashen dry 
land. ‘One year, we had no rain. The scorching sun burnt my crops just as 
they were about to bloom. It was so painful and disheartening.’ It’s unjust 
that drought robs Jessica of the power to provide for her family. Her husband 
is unwell, so she is the only breadwinner. She says: ‘Women are at the mercy 
of climate change and hunger.’ Once before, when things were desperate, 
Jessica asked her neighbours for food. But she came home with nothing. 
Jessica is hungry. Hungry for a good meal. Hungry to earn a decent living. 
Hungry to provide a more hopeful future for her family. You can help this 
loving mum turn hunger into hope. Your gift this Christian Aid Week could 
help Jessica grow seeds that thrive in the drought. In the months to come, 
she’ll turn these seeds into fresh food like tomatoes, beans and cucumbers to 
sell and feed her family. She’ll have the joy of seeing her children grow up 
happy and healthy. Jessica’s love for her family gives her courage to stand 
strong against the threat of drought. ‘My children give me the power to go 
ahead,’ she says. ‘I pray they have a better future.’ This Christian Aid Week, 
as you sit down to eat your favourite family meal around the table, please 
pray for Jessica and her family. Your gifts and prayers could fill families like 
hers with hope. 
 



Our communion / charity collection for June is OGOF ADULLAM 
Ogof Adullam is the name of a drop-in centre now based at Penlan Methodist 
church. It opens three days a week offering a place of refuge to people 
experiencing homelessness, drug and alcohol addiction. It also acts as a 

contact point for those leaving prison and asylum 
seekers. The photograph shows ground being 
prepared for a “men’s shed” due to be erected 
anytime soon! 
  
You are reminded that we welcome charity 
suggestions from the congregation. This year we 

will try to fix the next year’s collections in September, so please try to let me 
know before then if you have any charity you would like us to support. We 
try to choose a balance of national, international and small local charities. 

Susan G 

 

 

PASTORAL UPDATE (from Gwen D) 

• We remember in our prayers Jean M, following the death of her 
husband, Roy, and all those who are adjusting to life without 
someone they have loved.  

• At the time of writing, Ivor is in hospital following a fall but he 
hopes that he will be able to return home before the end of May; 
we remember him in our prayers and hope he will soon be feeling 
better. 

• Several members of our church family either have concerns for 
their own health, or the health of people close to them.  We send 
them all our love and remember them in our prayers. 

• To all those who are currently sitting exams, we send you our love, 
we are thinking of you and wish you well. 

• Our thanks to Rev’d Leslie for her thoughtful and caring leadership 
in relation to the UCS conversation and voting on registration for 
same-sex marriage.  Thanks to Rev’d Leslie’s guidance, this was a 
meeting conducted in a spirit of love, grace and respect. 

 

 

 



ECO (ENVIRONMENTALLY CHALLENGING OURSELVES) NEWS 
We completed our termly challenge on May 4th, which was our first UCS 
community litter pick, undertaken by seven members of UCS. The sun was 

 

shining, thank goodness, as we set off from our church and headed towards 
Singleton Park. Along de la Beche Road we picked up many old cigarette 
butts, particularly opposite the doctors’ surgery! Once in the park we spread 
out to cover more ground. As we entered the park, a little boy told me that if 
he saw any garbage, he would let me know. Towards the end, as we gathered 
near the Botanical Gardens, we were congratulated by several people, but 
one man, in particular, wanted all the details of where he could get the 
equipment, so that was very worthwhile. He also told us of an area in the 
park which badly needed clearing. So here’s to the next time… maybe a 
beach litter pick? 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH (from Janet N) 

 

MANGO FRUIT SALAD 
Serves four (adjust quantities and fruit as needed); ready in 10 minutes.  
1 ripe mango, chopped 
25g blanched almonds chopped (omit if allergic to nuts) 
100g red grapes 
100g green grapes 
Seeds of ½ a pomegranate 
150g canned peach slices, drained  
1 apple 



METHOD 
1. Blend the mango in a food processor or with hand blender until 

smooth 

2. Toast the almonds in a dry pan for 2-3 minutes until just golden 

3. Cut all the fruit into bite-sized pieces, leaving the apple until last, 

so that it doesn’t go brown. Put the almonds and fruit into a 

bowl, pour over the mango pulp and mix well to serve. 

WE PRAY… 
This month we pray for OPERATION 
NOAH. Operation Noah believes that 
the likelihood of runaway global 
warming raises questions that go to 
the heart of our Christian faith. 
One of Operation Noah’s campaigns – BRIGHT NOW - encourages UK 
churches to divest from fossil fuels and invest in climate solutions. It is 
interesting, that, the latest figures I have been able to glean, for Wales, show 
that no Methodist or URC churches have signed up to this 
campaign/commitment. 
However, we are doing our part at UCS. We have fitted solar panels. Our 
revamped hall has greater insulation and we are changing our light bulbs, as 
well as many other things. 
WE PRAY that all churches in Swansea and Wales will pray seriously about 
global warming and will make decisions about divesting from fossil fuels and 
make changes, even if they are only small changes to start, that will slow 
down global warming, for the future of our planet, that we can hand on to 
our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren a world that is not 
hopeless but hopeful. AMEN. 

Janet N 

WALKING GROUP 
On Wednesday June 22nd the 
Walking Group will be having a 
guided tour of Penllergaer Valley 
Woods for about one hour.  Meet at 
2pm in the car park (charge payable). 
We will also give a donation to the 
charity which keeps this wonderful 
area open for all to enjoy. Sonia and I 



have decided that it will still be necessary to register for our walks, not 
because of Covid, but so that we can inform you quickly if the walk has to be 
cancelled for any reason. Please use our new What’s App Group (UCS walking 
group) to let me know if you are coming. If you don’t use What’s App, please 
let me know in some other way and I need your mobile phone number. They 
have a café where we can have refreshments after the walk. 

Janet N 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 
Dear Jon, 

THANK YOU for your donation on behalf of members of 
Uniting Church Sketty. 
We acknowledge receipt of your generous donation 
of £461.25 to Money for Madagascar (MfM) for our tree 
planting programme and to mitigate against carbon 
emissions. Please pass on our thanks to all your church members who have 
supported MfM. 
For 37 years MfM has supported Malagasy communities to reduce poverty, 
build resilience and protect the environment through sustainable community 
led initiatives. Your donation is extremely welcome as Madagascar faces huge 
challenges of both Covid and Famine in the South of the Island. So far we 
have raised £48,000 for emergency Covid assistance and over £120,000 for 
emergency famine feeding. More recently we have been working with those 
most affected by the recent cyclones. Madagascar has been identified as one 
of the most vulnerable countries to climate change. As well as providing 
emergency responses, MfM is working to build longer-term resilience. To 
help protect vulnerable communities and eco-systems, MfM welcomes 
donations to increase our programmes that help communities build longer-
term resilience. 
To see the impact of your donation please follow our 
website www.moneyformadagascar.org, Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter. If you have any questions about the projects that MfM supports in 
Madagascar or would like to be more involved in the work that MfM does, 
please do get in touch. 
Best regards 
Ed 
Edwin Burrow 
Finance and Administration 
Money for Madagascar 

https://moneyformadagascar.org/


 

Dear Supporter,  
I am writing to thank you for your kind donation of £3576.25 in support of the 
British Red Cross Ukraine Crisis Appeal. As you know, the humanitarian 
situation is increasingly dire and desperate.  
Thank you for your patience. We received a large amount of donations from 
all over the UK. Because of generous donations like yours, we 
can continue reaching people within Ukraine, bordering countries and other 
parts of Europe where people have fled.   
What is the Red Cross doing to help people now? 

The Red Cross has already reached more than 1.5 million people with life-
saving aid, including food, clothing, water, first aid and psychosocial 
support. And while the situation is constantly evolving and may be challenging 
for some time, generosity like yours is a reminder that, together, we can give 
hope to people in crisis. Red Cross teams in bordering countries are also 
offering medical care and providing food, aid and shelter to people arriving 
from Ukraine.  
Thank you, once again, for your kindness and support.  
Lucy 

The Community fundraising team 

British Red Cross 

 
Save the Children are having a stall at the Eisteddfod this 
year, starting on July 31st. It is being manned by branches 
from across Wales. The stall will have information on the 
work of the fund and some days there will be activities for 
children, such as shelter building. 
The main activity will be the sale of pre-loved jewellery. 
We would be very grateful for any contributions. You may 

have pieces that you have fallen out of love with but may be just what 
someone else is looking for!! 
I am in church most Sundays or contact me 
Many thanks. 
Christine L 

http://rocketseed.redcross.org.uk/rs/26MuEDBO


JAN IS ‘CALLING ALL BOXES!’ 
League of Light Boxes that is! It is so long since I have been 
able to make this request of my special band of collectors. 
Yet sadly, in the years which have passed between, the 
work which our boxes fund, has become ever more urgent 
and important. So folks, please can you bring or send your 
box to church as soon as it is convenient. If you need to 
have it collected it is no problem, just let me know. Thank 
you in advance for your on-going support.               
Love and good wishes, Jan. 

 
 

COFFEE MORNING 

The next Coffee Morning will be on 
Saturday 4th June from 10am-12 
noon and will raise money for Marie 
Curie. 

 

WESLEY CLUB 
The programme for June is as follows:  
Mon 6th ……….Members’ Evening   -   Jubilee memories 
  -     13th……….Gwernfyl Gardner    -   3 Days in London 
  -     20th…….…Ukulele Band          -   OPEN EVENING 
  -     27th….……John Atkinson         -   Lockdown creativity 

 

AREN’T BIRDS WONDERFUL? 
Many of you reading this magazine have gardens 
visited by a variety of garden birds – small, large 
and in-between. Some, most likely, more welcome 
than others. 
I don’t have a garden – just a small, paved area 
outside my patio door. I have there two dishes for 
water and the only birds I regularly have visit are sparrows, pigeons and one 
very large crow. 



I know it’s the same crow because he has a droopy right wing! But it’s his 
behaviour which is fascinating. He’s back and forth for a quick drink and very 
often, he leaves a piece of dried bread in the water. 
He then drops it in and out to soften it, holding it in his claws and finally 
breaking it up and enjoying every bit. It just gets you thinking how intelligent 
God’s creatures can be and what a wonderful world we live in. 

Pauline L 
[The all-black carrion crow is one of the cleverest, most adaptable of our 
birds. It is often quite fearless, although it can be wary of humans. They are 
fairly solitary, usually found alone or in pairs, although they may form 
occasional flocks. Carrion crows will come to gardens for food and although 
often cautious initially, they soon learn when it is safe, and will return 
repeatedly to take advantage of whatever is on offer (from the RSPB 

website)] 
 
 
THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE  
Alan and I have for some time been 
looking forward to the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee. However, our eyes will not only 
be on the Queen and Royal family but 
also trying to pick out our grandson, 
Rhidian.  
 
As a member of the Household Cavalry, 
we are proud that he is to be one of the 
mounted riders escorting the Queen from 
Buckingham Palace to Horse Guards 
Parade. His father (our son) and sister 
have seats to watch the inspection in 
Horse Guards. Rhidian is based at Hyde 
Park Barracks where, besides being 
responsible for the grooming of the 
horses, his duties include being on sentry 
duty outside Horse Guards.  

Linda J 
[I envy anyone who spends so much time with horses! See if you can spot 
Rhidian when you watch it on TV. He’ll be the one on a black horse! ed.] 
 



SECOND CLOTHING STORE DROP-IN 
Following on from our first Clothing 
Store Drop-In, about six weeks ago, we 
recently held our second.  And it was 
overwhelming (in a good way).  There 
were tables in the Wesley Room and 
Corridor, each labelled 
clearly:  women’s clothing, men’s 
clothing, children’s clothing, household 
items, toys and shoes etc, etc.  It’s a 
physical job to bring down huge 
amounts of clothing etc from the room 
upstairs and to bring up huge amounts 
of household items from the basement.  But Adella and the Unity in Diversity 
volunteers never faltered and they were helped by UCS volunteers.  Teas, 
coffees, cold drinks and refreshments were available for the visitors free of 
charge once they’d filled multiple bags with a range of items so badly 
needed.  For those who had too many bags to take home on the bus, UiD 
arranged to deliver the bags later in the week.  We estimate around 80-90 
people came – from around the world:  Honduras, Eritrea, Namibia, El 
Salvador, Iraq, Sudan, Nigeria, Trinidad, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Russia, Egypt, 
Turkey, Iran, Kuwait.  It was reminiscent in many ways of the story we hear at 
Pentecost, when people from around the world gathered together and God’s 
Spirit came.  Please look out for requests from Adella over the next few 
weeks because the Clothing Store will need to replenish much of what was 
taken. 

Leslie 

NOT A PANTO BUT A SHOW 
Jan wrote on the programme: ‘Our show says we will not mention the past 
two years- but without mentioning it, everyone appreciates how difficult it 
has been for us all. Madcaps have kept together by being involved in radio 
adaptions of short stories for the Swansea and Gower Talking Magazine. 
Today it is so good to actually be back on stage and we thank each and every 
one of you for your support. Any production is only as good as its audience. 
We hope you, our audience, will laugh, enjoy and forgive any unscripted 
errors— recognising the “unmentionable” has meant we have rarely had 
rehearsals with a full cast.’  
 



Linda writes: ‘As I write this article the first performance of the show has 
successfully taken place. How can one sum up the script? With great 
difficulty! One can say with all sincerity it is unique. Madcaps story lines have 
never followed traditional fairy stories and this show is no exception. Suffice 
to say the name Hans Christian Anderson crops up a few times but with the 
“Jan” twist to the telling of two of his tales. Your talent never fails to impress 
us Jan. It is sad that this year, with no Brownie troop to call on and a heavy 
school exam schedule for our teenagers, we are down to one young person. 
That said Evie stepped forward and I am sure our audience will see her talent 
immediately. A young Catherine Zeta Jones in the making! We thank our 
audience and all our church family for supporting our efforts and as a result 
hopefully raising a good amount for the DEC Ukraine Appeal.’  
 

 

 

 



 

  



GREETINGS FROM MANCHESTER AND MORECAMBE 
What's this? Contact from the notoriously-bad-with-staying-in-touch 
Elizabeth E? Indeed! Better late than never, eh? So, hello from NW 
England, my dear UCS friends. Firstly, thank you to Pat 
for writing about my belated graduation in last 
month's magazine, complete with picture of me in silly 
hat! (See photo again.) It was a shame I couldn't stay 
longer in Swansea but know I was thinking of 
everyone while I was there.  
The last... 1, 2, 3.... 9(?!) months seem to have gone by very quickly 
indeed. I can't say that I'm settled in Manchester at all because I've 
recently had to move from my flat because of problems with the place 

(see Pat D. for details!) so I'm back at the 
weekends with my mother (Morecambe) 
and hotelling during the week. (Found a nice 
place called Luther King House which is a 
part of a theology college, so I feel like I'm 
back in John's at Durham!) 

I am, however, much more settled in my job at the X-ray facility. 
Recently I've been delivering training courses and helping a wide range 
of scientists with their work. So, if you ever need something CT 
scanned (nothing living please!) you know who to call!  
Although I've not found a new Church yet, I'm so grateful that I can still 
join UCS virtually on Sundays, even though I can no longer volunteer in 
my previous duties as steward and on the tech team. Of course, seeing 
everyone in the building is tinged with sadness as I cannot be there 
with you all in person but do know that I send my love to the backs of 
the heads I see on the church camera and the floating heads I can see 
on zoom!  
Hopefully, I will be able to come and visit properly sooner than later 
but otherwise, you can get in touch with me via the UCS Facebook 
group, or I'm happy for the leadership team to pass on my email 
address.  
Every blessing and love to you all.  
E x 



 

 

or from Anne Whitehead 



ABBEY PLAYERS 
present 

“SONGS FROM THE SHOWS” 
on 

FRIDAY 17th June 2022 
7.30pm 

 

at 
UNITING CHURCH SKETTY 

 

Admission £6 
Tickets can be reserved by e-mailing unitingchurchsketty@gmail.com 

or pay at the door. Cash only please. 
Proceeds in aid of Church Funds and Abbey Players 

 
WORDS FROM WOOKIE 

Hello my hooman friends 
I dare not stay still in my house at the moment.  My hooman has started to 
go through clothes, books, equipment etc to have a clear out before we 
move to Biggleswade.  I’m scared that she might think that I’m surplus to 
requirements and get rid of me too!  I’m also scared that we won’t have 
anywhere to live when we move.  After Easter when we were in the area, we 
managed to sneak into the building site to look at 
the new manse!  I have to tell you that at the 
time, although it had four walls, it had no roof or 
little else!  My hoomans assure me that it is going 
to be ready by the time we move at the beginning 
of August – but just in case, is anyone willing to 
look after me until the house is complete?  After 
all, as you know from last month, I like my 
creature comforts.  The hoomans can slum it, but I don’t want to!  And I’ll try 
to be a good dog, because after all, it says in Proverbs 14.1:  The LORD's curse 
is on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the dwelling of the righteous. 
Lots of woofs, Wookie  

  



A THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION ON SAME-SEX MARRIAGE SHARED AT 
OUR CHURCH MEETING 
We approach these questions as a uniting church, as a people of God who 
seek to be followers of Jesus, built up and empowered by the Spirit. 
Therefore, the question I face is not, What do I think about this issue? but 
rather, How does being part of the family of God’s people in this place shape 
my thinking? 
Firstly, we are called to live our lives according to God’s Word as revealed to 
us in Jesus and as we discern and understand it through the Bible. For me, 
that does not mean taking every word in the Bible as literally true nor 
completely binding on our lives – that would be impossible if it’s all to make 
sense for us. It does mean that the Bible has to be at the heart of what we 
believe, think and do: it has to determine what we think and direct our 
decisions. 
Secondly, what we are and do is determined by our belonging together as a 
fellowship.  In a Uniting Church we draw on two traditions, Reformed and 
Methodist. The URC has already agreed to allow local churches to act in 
relation to same-sex marriage in URC buildings in the way that these 
Methodist resolutions propose. 
Being in a uniting fellowship also means that, in Paul’s words, ‘If you have any 
encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if 
any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then 
make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being 
one in spirit and of one mind.’ (Philippians 2.1ff) 
This suggests that everything we do is determined by love, the love of God 
for us and our love for one another. It calls us to true humility before God. It 
also demands that nothing should come in the way of true, sincere Christian 
love, true Christian tenderness and compassion. 
Furthermore, if two people feel called by God to covenant together before 
God and in the presence of God’s people to be faithful to one another, to live 
together in love and harmony and to reflect in their lives together the love, 
compassion, care and tenderness of God, the church’s calling and 
responsibility is to enable, encourage and support such a calling and shared 
commitment. 
Christian marriage is the way in which Christians have expressed and 
affirmed this covenant of grace and love before God and in one another’s 
presence. It is that holy moment in which the church is called to be the 
means by which God’s love toward us and our love toward one another is 
lived out and consecrated. It is a sacred act of commitment before God. 



Finally, it is not for us to determine by our own personal convictions, 
uncertainties and questions who can or who cannot be bound in this 
covenant of grace. Just as the table at the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is 
not ours but our Lord’s table, open (as we say at each communion service) to 
all who love Jesus, so this sacrament of marriage is open to all who are loved 
by God, who love God and love one another, without limit or restriction: ‘All 
are welcome, all are welcome in this place’. 
I am, therefore, completely clear that as a uniting church, as God’s people, as 
people who seek to be faithful disciples of Jesus, following his way, we had 
no choice but to support the resolutions (that we have now agreed by a 
substantial majority.) We have done so in love and compassion and 
generosity. It is God’s calling to us, in Jesus and in the power of the Spirit, 
who will equip us and transform us to be instruments of God’s all-inclusive 
love and unconditional grace in this place and this community. 

Noel D 
 

MAY MESSY CHURCH (from Linda J) 
On the afternoon of May 15th our flight took off, destination Banana Island. 
The pilot was Lily and stewardess Hannah.  On board were 8 children 

accompanied by some parents. The plane made 
a perfect landing and we arrived to beautiful 
sunshine. Betty Banana met us on the island and 
she led some exercises to get the legs working 
well after the long flight!   
This time emerging from the 
time tent was Elijah (again 

played wonderfully by Les). Elijah was able to show the 
power of the true God to the people who were 
worshipping the false gods of Baal.  
During the session various activities were completed such 
as making flame crowns and flower necklaces, playing the 
monkeying game and planting flowers in an outdoor planter. The most popular 

activity, however, was the making and eating of banana 
splits.  
The return flight at 4pm to Sketty ended the  
afternoon of fun.  
Next Messy Church is booked for June 18th.  All 5-11 
years welcome with or without carers but 3 and 4 year 
olds must be accompanied by a carer. 



GUESS WHICH BOOKS OF THE BIBLE 
THESE QUOTATIONS COME FROM: 
• “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!” 

• “They shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares…and nation will not go to war against nation” 

• “Behold, a virgin shall bear a son and they shall call his name, 
‘Emmanuel’” 

• “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light…” 

• “Unto us a child is born; unto us a son is given and he shall be called 
Wonderful Counsellor…” 

• “The wolf will lie down with the Lamb… and a little child will lead them” 

• “’Comfort ye, comfort ye’, says your God” 

• “He was despised and rejected” 

• “Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows…” 

• “He was wounded for our transgressions” 

• “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me for he has anointed me to proclaim 
Good News to the poor…” 

All these very familiar words come from the same book, the Book of Isaiah. 
Did you guess correctly? This is the Book of the Bible that we’ll focus on for 
Bible Month this year, from 12th June to 3rd July. It’s the longest book in the 
Bible with 66 chapters and is thought to derive from three different periods 
of Jewish history. Chapters 1-39 probably originally date from the 8th century 
BC (from the same period as the prophets Amos, Hosea, Micah and others); 
chapters 40-55 probably date from two centuries later, more or less 
contemporary with Jeremiah and Ezekiel, during the time of exile in Babylon; 
chapters 56-66 are likely to date from slightly later as the people are 
returning from exile and settling in a restored land. This means, of course, 
that the book can’t have been written by the same person but the whole 
book is deeply influenced by the 8th century prophet, Isaiah of Jerusalem, 
whose thinking about God and God’s purpose in Israel’s history is a 
continuing stream throughout all three ‘sections’ of the book as we know it. 
In her introduction to Isaiah, Helen Paynter writes: ‘The book of Isaiah is set 
in interesting times… of great political shifts, of international instability, of 
social tensions and – in the end – catastrophic upheaval… God sent Isaiah to 
speak tough love to God’s disobedient people… to stretch their minds with 
the broadness of God’s embrace, even for their enemies… to hint at the 
inconceivable – a kingdom that would reign without use or fear of violence.’   

Noel 



 
 

The Big Day Out this year will celebrate the 50th Anniversary. It would 
be good if a number of us could attend from UCS. Synod has arranged 
a bus which will start in Sketty and then go on to Manselton. PLEASE 
CONSIDER GOING and let me know if you’d like to go. Thanks, Pat D. 

National Synod of Wales 
Big Day Out 2022 

 

 
 

URC at 50: 
Celebrating the  

Whole People of God 
 

Saturday 25 June  

Royal Welsh Showground 
Llanelwedd, Builth Wells 

 
www.urcwales.org.uk/bigdayout2022  



 

SUNDAY. JUNE 19th WILL BE COVENANT SUNDAY, a day to remember, 
celebrate and recommit to the Covenant for Visible Unity agreed between 

five denominations in Wales in 1975.  
The Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church covenanted with the 

Church in Wales, the Presbyterian Church of Wales and churches of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain to work and pray together towards unity in 

faith, mission and service. As a Uniting Church, we are part of that movement 
and share that vision and goal. In some areas, special united services will be 
held. Indeed, they used to happen here in Sketty, when a united celebration 
of Holy Communion was held in one of the churches using the communion 

liturgy agreed by the five churches. 
The Commission of the Covenanted Churches (of which I was General 

Secretary from 1978 to 1990) is inviting us to pray for deeper partnership 
among us and a deeper commitment to seeking unity here in Wales and 
throughout the world. These prayers were prepared by the Commission: 

 

Heavenly Father, you have called us 
in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ 
to continue his work of reconcil-
iation and reveal you to the world: 
give us the courage to overcome our 
fears and to seek that unity which is 
your gift and your will: 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent God, we pray for the church 
in all its diversity, that the Holy 
Spirit will fire us with the passion of 
Jesus,  
to speak boldly and tenderly the 
good news of your grace, 
to comfort the battered and broken-
hearted, 
and to set free the burdened and 
oppressed. 
Loving God: Heal us and make us 
one. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

The building development was funded by the following          

                                                              
The refurbished hall was funded from the sale of the Bethel building 


